Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



THE 



BRITISH ESSAYISTS. 



FORTY VOLUMES. 



VOL. I. 



THE 



BRITISH ESSAYISTS 



WITH 

PREFACES, 

BIOGRAPHICAL, HISTORICAL, AND CRITICAL. 

BY 

JAMES FERGUSON, ESQ. 

AUTHOR OF THE " NBW BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY." 



SeconH (lEtlition. 



IN FORTY VOLUMES. 

I. 

TATLER, TOL. T. 



■?■ 



LONDON : 

PRINTED FOR J. RICHARDSON AND CO. J G. OFFOR ; T. TFAHi ; 

W. SHARPE AND SON; ROBINSON AND CO.; 6. WALKER; 

J. EVANS AND SONS; R. DOBSON ; J. JONES; AND J. JOHNSON : 

ALSO, J. CARFRAE, AND J. SUTHERLAND, EDINBURGH; 

AND R. GRIFFIN AND CO. GLASGOW. 

182S. 



V. I 



THE 



TATLER. 



WITH 



NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 



Viresque acquiret eundo. 

VIRG. 



A NEW EDITION, IN FOUR VOLUMES. 

VOL. I. 



LONDON : 

PRINTED VOR J. RICHARDSON AND CO.; O. OFFOR ; T. TEOO ; 

J. SHARPE AND SON; ROBINSON AND CO. ; G.WALKER; 
J. EVANS AND SONS; R. DODSON ; J. JONfcS; AND J. JOHNSON : 

ALSO, J. CAHFRAB, AND J. SUTHERLAND, EDINBURGH ; 
AND R. GRIFFIN AND CO. GLASGOW. • 

1822. 



Sttrate 

1366 
'B8£> 

V.I 



UjMiLi^xa }^Ju$ili . 



^^^'OS,'^ SVo^&c^^ <^-VV' 



/c/-sr7 CONTENTS. 



jUpderriraduatflt 



Ucary VOL. I. 



Original Dedications. 

1 . Introduction — Character of an absent 

Lover — Betterton's benefit - Con- 
tinental Intelligence — Death of 
Mr. Partridge. ..; STEELE. 

2. The Medicine: Harrison — Conti- 

nental Intelligence — Raillery on 

the state of France «., 

3. Pl^-house» a Poem by Blackmore^ — 

Tapestry — Continental Intelli- 
gence — Benefit of Bickerstaff. •i— — 

4. Plan of the Work — Characters of 

Chloe and Clarissa — Dramatic 
News — Strolling Company — Con- 
tinental Intelligence — Island of 
Felicia, .-^ — 

5. Fallen State of Love^—Cynthio, the 

absent Lover — Project for the 
Advancement of Religion — Con- 
tinental Intelligence — Story of 
Unnion and Valentine — Character 
of the Duke of Marlborough 

6. Visit from Sappho — Criticism on 

Homer and V irgil — Journal of the 
Iliad — Continental Intelligence — 
Characters of Alexander and 
Caesar 

7. The Author's Will— Raillery on Mar- 

riage — Characters of a Coquet and 
Coxcomb— Epsom Wells, a Co- 
medy — Continental Intelligence 

8. Reformation of the Stage — Conti- 



CONTENTS. 

nental Intelligence — ^A Dream of 

the State of England «•«•• steels. 

9. Congreve's Old Batchelor : STEELE — 
Description of the Morning : swift 
— Character of Timon — Pastorella 
converted from Coquetry — Conti- 
nental Intelligence 

10. Empire of Beauty — Continental In- 

telligence - 

11. A Similitude — On Death — Modem 

Prophets : STEELE — Genealogy of 
the Staffs: twisden — Continen- 
tal Intelligence 

12. Corruption of Manners and Language 

— Bite: Steele — A Winter 

Piece: philips — Verses by dryden* 

18. Adventures of the Tatter's Guardian 

Alkgel, Pacolet^ Continental In- 
telligence STEELE. 

14. Character ofVerus— Earl of Essex and 
Alchymist — Dmnb Fortune-teller 
and Widow — ^To Correspondents « 

16. Story of Pacoiet — Gramesters — ^Plea- 
sure • 

16. Characters at Bath — Letter to Casta- 

bella .'. • 

17. On Panegyric — Naked Truth criti- 

cised .....__ 

-18. On Signs: (probably) Addison — 

Distress of r^ewswriters addison. 

19. History of Esquires — Busy Body — 

A Trip to the Jubilee — Letter from 
Madam Maintenon Steele. 

20. Complaint of a Lady : Steele — Dra- 

matic News and Criticism : addi- 
son — Continental Intelligence — — 

21. Characters of a Gentleman and a 



CONTENTS. V. 

N* 

Pretty Fellow^The Fox-Drama-' 
tic Tt riters of the last and Present 
Age — Letter on Mr. Bickerstaff's 
Prophecy of his Death— Witch- 
craft — Continental Intelligence.... steels. 

22. Cynthio in Lore — Lindamira's Lovers 

—Care Underhili — Young Lady 
in Loye with a Rake *— * 

23. Cure for Fits in Married Ladies — 

Letter to the French King — Con- 
tinental Intelligence — • * 

24. Character of a rery Pretty Fellow — ^A 

Toast : addison — Continental In- 
telligence — Lines to the FrenchKing-^ — • 

26. On Duelling — Advice generally un- 

welcome — Continental Intelli- 
gence • .——.—. 

20. Letter from a Pretty Fellow — from 

Louis XIV. — Duelling 

27. Character of a Rake — a Coquette — 

Verses on a Parrot — Letter from 
Jeffiry Nicknack — Continental In- 
telligence • 

28. On Duelling — Continental Intelli- 

gence f — — — — 

29. Letter from Tim. Switch on Duelling 

— Critici and Wits — Continental 
Intelligence ■ 

30. Character of the Author's Three Ne- 

phews — Style of Loye-letters 

31. Duelling — Letter to the Author on 

his being little known in the Coun- 
try — Continental Intelligence — • 

32. Platonic Ladies — Madonella: swift 

— On Punning — 

33. Mrs. Jeimy Dbtaflf on the Treatment 

of the Fair Sex-^Attempts to se- 



Vi CONTENTS. 

duce her— Continental Intelligence Steele. 

34. Cures performed by the Author-— 

Saltero's Coffee-house '■' — 

35. Snuff-taking — Cynthio's Courtship — 

Hamlefs Direction to the players: 
STEELE — Family of X's : (pro- 
bably) SWIFT — Continental Intel- 
ligence — ' 

36. Mrs. Jenny Distaff— Characters at 

Epsom— Of Africanus : addison 

— Continental Intelligence 

37. On the Fox-hunter's Speech — Cassar 

to his Party at the Rubicon addison. 

38. On Duelling — Whisperers without 

Business— Characters : addison ; 
—Continental Intelligence STEELE. 

39. Oxford, and its Almatjiack— Dialogue 

on Duels ■ — 

40. Cure of Lunatics — On Love and 

Marriage ■ — 

41. Exercise at Arms — Character of a 

Questioner — The Author accused 

of Personalities , • 

42. lines on Bribery ; Steele — Charac- 

ter of Aspasia : CONOREVE— In- 
ventory of the Play-house addison. 

43. D'Urfey's Dedication: stbblb— 

New System of Philosophy: ad- 
dison— On the Sublime STEELE. 

44. Esculapius in Love with Hebe—Sale of 

the Play-house Articles — Humor- 
ous Complaint of Punch-The Coun- 
try GenUeman who cannot bear a 
Jest — Continental Intelligence .... ■■ ■ — 

45. Story of Teraminta— Puppet-shows 

— Scene of Bodily Wit — Charac- 
ters of Florio and Senecio — 



HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL 



PREFACE 



TO 



7' HE TATLER. 



A PRINCIPLE of gratitude must naturally 
be awakened in every generous mind when he 
peruses the pages of that distinguished claaf of 
writers, the Beitish Essayists. At the dawn of 
the eighteenth century appeared this eminently 
useful class of literary men. — It was at this pe- 
riod that they began by their labours to amuse 
and instruct the world; and by their writings 
^ to bring philosophy out of closets and libraries, 
schools and colleges, to dwell in clubs and as- 
semblies, at tea-tables, and in coffee-houses ;'— 
to issue from the press those precepts that have 
Taller b 
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SO eminently tended to enlighten and adorn the 
path of common life, and form the manners of 
our nation. 

Of the origin of this species of writing the 
celebrated Dr. Johnson has ^ven a sketch, 
which, though written in advanced life, is 
highly valuable for elegance of diction, and 
justice of remark. 

* To teach the minuter decencies and inferior 
duties,' says he, ' to regulate the practice of daily 
conversation, to correct those depravities which 
are rather ridiculous than criminal, and remove 
those grievances, which if they {mxluce no last- 
ing calamities, impress hourly vexation, was first 
attempted by Casa, in his book of Manners, and 
Castiglione in his Courtier; two books yet ce- 
lebrated in Italy for purity and elegance, and 
whkh, if they are now less read, are ne- 
glected only because they have effected tliat re- 
fohnation which their aothofs intended, and 
their precepts now are no longer wanted. Their 
usefulnesi^ to the age in which they were \mtten 
is sufficiently attested by the translations which 
almost all the nations of Europe were in haste 
to obtain. 

* This species of instruction was continued, 
and perhaps advanced, by the French : among 
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whom La Beuyer's Manners of the Age, 
though, as BoiLEAU remarked, it is written 
without connexion, certainly deserves great 
pr.nise, for liveliness of description, and just- 
ness of observation. 

* Before the Tatler and Spectator, if the 
writers for the theatre are excepted, England 
had no masters of common life. No writers had 
yet undertaken to reform either the savageness 
of neglect, or the impertinence of civility; to 
shew when to speak, or to be silent ; how to re- 
fuse, or how to comply. We had many books 
to teach us our more important duties, and to 
settle opinions in philosophy or politics: but 
an Arbiter eleganttarunij a judge of propriety, 
was yet wanting, who should survey the track 
of daily conversation, and free it from thorns 
and prickles, which teaze the passer, though 
they do not wound hii^u 

^ For this purpose nothing is so proper as tb^ 
frequent publication of short papers, which we 
read not as a study, but amusement. If the sub- 
ject be slight,* the treatise likewise is short The 
busy may find time, and the idle may find 
patience. 

' This mode of conveying cheap and easy 
knowledge begun among. us in the civil war, 

6 2 
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when it was much the interest of either party 
to raise and fix the prejudices of the people. 
At that time appeared Mercuriiis AulicuSj 
Mercurius Rusticus, and Mercurius Civicus. 
It is said that when any title grew popular. 
It was stolen by the antagonist, who by this 
stratagem conveyed his notions to those who 
would not have received him, had he not worn 
the appearance of a friend. The tumult of those 
unhappy days left scarcely any man leisure to 
treasiire up occasional compositions ; and so 
much were they neglected, that a complete col- 
lection is no where to be found. 

* These Mercuries were' succeeded by 
UEsTBANGE^s Observator, and that by 
Lesley's Rehearsal, and pierhaps by others : 
but hitherto nothing had been conveyed to 
the people, in this commodious manner, but 
controversy relating to the church or state; 
of which they taught many to talk, whom 
they could not teach to judge. 

* It has been suggested that the Royal 
Society was instituted soon after the Restora- 
tion, to divert the attention of the people 
from public discontent. The Tatler and 
Spectator had the same tendency: they 
were published at a time when two partiet^ 
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loud, restless, and violent, each with plausible 
declarations, and each perhaps without ^ny 
distinct termination of its views, were agi- 
tating the nation: to minds heated with, po- 
litical contest, they suppHed cooler and. 
more inoffensive reflections ; and it is said by 
Addison, in a subsequent work, that they had 
a perceptible influence upon the conversation 
of that time, and taught the frolic and the 
gay to unite merriment . with decency ; an 
efiect which they can never wholly lose, 
while they continue to be amongst the first 
books by which both sexes are initiated in 
the elegancies of knowledge.' 

If it was the sam of the first Essayists to 
direct the pubUc attention to subjects that, like 
those of Lo&D Vbru'lam, ^ came home to men^s 
business and bosoms,^ a wide field lay befove 
them, for the cultivatioa pf which little provi- 
sion had been ipfuie by preceding authors. 
There were innum^rfible topics, which, though 
of great importance in promoting regularity 
and propriety ip social life, and securing the 
hap{Hi(ess of the domestic relations, had been 
but superficially touched upon by any of the 
teachers of wisdom. The weightier morals and 
the Christian virtues, the grosser vices and de- 
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pravities, were indeed duly attended to in the 
discourses'of our English Divines, which form 
a body of religious and moral instruction, such 
as no other n£ition can hope to rival ; but the 
freaks and vagaries of fashion, operating upon 
various tempers, and creating many varieties 
of character, and many modifications of ab- 
surdity, whatever influence they might have 
upon society, were excluded from a jJace 
where nothing can intrude but what is ca- 
pable of grave discussion. 

We cannot make a just estimate of the litera- 
ture of a country if we do not take iqto our 
consideration its political government, and the 
advantages or obstructions which they may 
present to genius and imagination. If our 
Essayists have excelled in humour, they 
owe their materials and their opportunities to 
circumstances that are not known in other 
countries-r^to the freedom of our constitution — 
to the vast extension of commerce — to the 
forms of social intercourse, the general relish 
for conversation, and unconstrained interchange 
of sentiments ; to a taste far dress, to the in- 
termixture of the sexes in all companies ; — and 
to the operation of wealth on minds of strong 
or weak texture. A these circumstances pre- 



filOOnAPHICAL PREFAOC. XIX 

sent a numerous class of characters ; which^ as 
tliey display themselves openly, without fear 
and without shame, become the prey of the 
wit, and present him with such opportunities of 
exposing improprieties and wrong notions to 
ridicule, as no systematic study or philosophical 
contemplation could suggest. 

When the Essayists, whose works compose 
these volumes, began to write, they found this 
widfe field almost entirely unoccupied. Their 
predecessors and their contemporaries, as Dr. 
Johnson has observed, meddled only with 
politics, which, as they discussed them, re« 
quired neither wit nor learning. Elegance of 
style was but .little known at that time in any 
prose compositions: and wit, confined chiefly 
to the stage, was associated with the grossest 
immorality. In such an undertaking, then, 
the regulation of taste became a principal 
object. The passions also would prove a rich 
source of remark, both serious and humorous. 
To treat of love is the peculiar province of 
this class of writers ; and jealousy enters so 
deeply into every species of gallantry as to af- 
ford another very fertile source of humourous 
character and observation, as well as of more 
grave and important discussion. Maeriagi; 
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has also been considered by our Essayists in 
every possible light ; and the influence of 
FBiBNPSHiF upon the State of society presents 
another series of characters and remarks, of 
great importance. Its nature and properties 
are therefore frequently discussed in these 
volumes ; and it will be found that the crimes 
or whims of Pride, Envy, and Revenge, 
occupy no inconsiderable part of the lucubra* 
tions of the Essayists, and afford some of the 
most striking pictures of real life, and displays 
of genu'me humour. 

Such are a few of the leading subjects which 
have been touched upon by this distinguished 
class of writers ; but on examining these papers 
it will be found that no topic connected with 
the general good of mankind is left unnoticed. 
Of the works written upon this plan, the first 
in pcHnt of time is the Tatler. The design 
of this Mork belonging exclusively to Sir 
BicHABD Steele, we shall present to our 
readers the best-authenticated account we can 
obtain of one who has bequeathed to posterity 
80 eminently usefyl a legacy* 

Sir Richard Steei«e was bom at Dublin, 
according to one account, in 1671 ; but another^ 
by conjecture, places his birth about 1 676* His 
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father, who was of English extraction, had been 
for some time private secretary to tlie first Duke 
of Ormond, through whose influence Richard, 
who was sent at an early age to England, was 
placed in the Charter-house school. In 1691 
he was entered of Morton-college, Oxford. Of 
his academical life nothing is known, except that 
he composed a comedy during his residence, 
which, by the advice of a fellow-colegian, he 
had the good sense to suppress. He left the 
TJniverrity without taking a degree ; and feel- 
ing a strong inclination for the military pro- 
fession, he went into the army, at first in no 
higher a rank than that of a private in the 
horse guards. His frank and generous temper 
gained him friends^ and procured for him an 
ensign'^s commission in the guards. Not being « 
able to resist the temptation incident to his 
age and situation, he drew up a little treatise 
for his own admonition, which he entitled 
" The Christian Hero;" and, as a greater 
check upon his conduct, he printed it in 1701, 
at which time he was private secretary to Lord 
Cutts, and had obtained by his means a com- 
pany in a regiment of fusileers. The serious- 
ness of this work exposed him to some ridicule 
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among his companions, especially as it seems to 
have fajled in producing a correspondent re- 
gularity of morals; he therefore thought fit, as 
he says, to enliven his character by appearing 
as the author of a comedy, and in that year he 
biought on the stage his ** Funeral, or Grief k 
la Mode.'' This piece proved successful, and 
is not yet entirely withdrawn from the list of 
acting plays : it had the merit of uniting en* 
tertainment with a mor^ direct purpose of mo- 
ral improvement than was usual among the 
dramatists of that time. Either on this or 
other accounts he attracted the notice of King 
William, who meant to have bestowed some 
mark of favour on him, but did not live to 
bring his intention to effect. The recommen- 
dation of Addison to Lords Halifax and Sun- 
derland, however, caused him in the beginning 
of Queen Anne's yeign to be appointed to the 
post of Gazette- writer, en humble appendage 
to the ministry, requiring chiefly the qualities 
of obedience and discretion. His comedy of 
the " Tender Husband" was acted with great 
success in 1704; and was followed by the 
** Lying Lover,*" which met with a different 
fate* lis condemnation was imputed by him- 
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self to its piety : it had probably too much of 
the sentimental or sermonizing strain to plea^ 
the audiences of that age. 

In 1709 Steele made a commencement of 
that series of periodical papers, which, more 
than any of his other exertions, has contributed 
to place his ilame among the principal literary 
benefactors of his country. The " Tatlkr," 
with which it begun, was formed upon a plan 
which bore marks of crudity, for it included 
the political information of a common news- 
paper. Its leading purpose, however, was to 
improve the public morals and manner^ by 
holding up to ridicule fashionable follies and 
vices of every kind, and inculcating just and 
liberal sentiments on common topics, with a 
general regard to the proper decorums of social 
life. Steele himself was qualified for this task 
by a knowledge of the world acqui|^ in free 
converse with it, by natural humour and viva- 
city, and by a generous and benevolent way of 
thinking. He had also the felicity of being 
able to engage coadjutors, some of them much 
superior in genius to himself, of whom it is 
sufficient to mention Swifl, and especially Ad- 
dison, the name which first occurs to every 
reader of these^ periodical writings* The Tat-' 
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LER was extensively circulated ; and as in the 
political department it sided with the existing 
ministry, Steele obtained the reward of a place 
among the commissioners of the stamp duties, 
which he retained after the dismission of the 
ministers who had granted it. In 1711 this 
paper was succeeded by the more celebrated 
** Spectator/' in which the plan was matured, 
the politics of the day were rejected, and the 
assistance of Addison and other eminent wrir 
ters was more constant, though Steele conti- 
nued to supply the staple When this was 
brought to a close, the publication of the 
" Guardian^' commenced, in 1713, and for a 
time was carried on in the same spirit ; but 
Steele was now too earnestly engaged in oppo- 
sition to the ministry to restrain his pen, and it 
was terminated in the same year. He afterwards 
engaged in other periodical works, but they all 
appear to have been subservient to party, and 
have long heeh forgotten. 

On taking upon hifnself a decided political 
character, he resigned his post in the stamp- 
office, and likewise a pension which he had 
hitherto received as having belonged to the 
household of the late Prince George of Den- 
mark. His object was now to obtain a seat in 
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parliament; and when it met after the disso- 
lution, he was returned a representative for the 
borough of Stockbridge. Not long, however, 
after taking his seat, he was expelled as the 
author of certain publications to which , his 
name was prefixed, and which were voted to 
be seditious and scandalous libels. The most 
noted of these, entitled "The Crisis,'' has since 
appeared te have been written by Mr. William 
Moore^ a lawyer, and a political coadjutor of 
Steele's. His [offence in these pieces is stated 
to have been " that they contained many ex- 
pressions highly reflecting upon Her Majesty, 
upon the nobility, gentry,, clergy, and univer- 
sities of this kingdom, maliciously insinuating 
that the Protestant succession in the house of 
Hanover is in danger under Her Majesty's ad- 
ministration.'' He was defended by Addison, 
the Walpoles, Lords Finch, Lumley, and 
Hinchinbroke ; but the party in power was 
determined upon the sacrifice, and by a ma- 
jority of 246 to 152, the charge against him 
was affirmed* After his expulsion he engaged 
in some new literary undertakings ; but on the 
accession of George I. he was placed in a bet- 
ter situation by the appointment to the sur- 
veyorship of the royal stables at Hampton 
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court) and a nomination to the oommisrion of 
the peace for Middlesex. Having also pro- 
cured a licence to be chief manager of the royal 
company of comedians, he had interest to get 
it exchanged for a patent for Hfe, as governor 
of that company. In the first parliament of 
the new reign he re-entered the house as mem* 
ber for Bproughbridge ; and in April 1/15 he 
received the honour of knighthood on present* 
ing an address. The more substantial reward 
of 5001. was also given him by Sir Robert 
Walpole for special services. Thus encou^ 
raged, his fertile pen produced a variety of 
political tracts, of which it may be ssid that 
there is no doubt of his being sine^e in the 
support of the cause which he adopted^ and'dr 
which he was the advocate, iia well in its du- 
bious as in its triumphant state. Having h^n 
appointed, in 1717, one of the comnnssioners 
for inquiring into the estates f(M*feited by the 
late rebellion in Scotland, he Went to that 
country, and was treated in it with great re- 
spect, notwithstanding the linwelcomeness 4s£ 
bis errand. He there conceived the project of 
forming an union between the Scotch and Eng- 
lish churches, and had conferences with seve- 
ral of the presby terian ministers on the restora- 
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tkm of episcQp^cy ; but his zeal in this case, 
however ben^evoknt, seems to have been little 
directed by judgment. The character of a pro* 
jector, indeed, w«s oi\e part of Steele's cpopipo- 
9ition; and it Kfas both the effect and cause of 
that perpetuiil embarrassment of circumstances 
under which h^ laboured, and which was prin^ 
cjpally owing to a radical wa,nt of economy 
and an inclination to expense. He had mar^ 
Tied for his first wife a lady of Barbadoes, wha 
brought bim a valuable plantation (m the death 
of her brother ; and for his second, the daugh* 
ter of Jonathan Scurlock, Esq. of Llangumtor, 
in CAermartbepshire^ with whom he had a good 
fortune; y^t he seems to h^ve be^i always, 
necesfitous. A project tor conveyipg fi$h to 
market alive, for which he obtained a patent 
in 1718, instead of retrieving his affairs, on^ 
involved him deeper* It were to be wished 
that his distres^ies bad oq^^oned no other sa- 
crifices thap th^t of money ; but there is reason 
to suppose tba,t they sometimes interfered with 
the dictates of conscience. Whiston in his 
Memoirs hi^ related, that having once met 
with Steele i^t^ be had given a vote in parlii^* 
meiit oontHMry to former decUurations, to his 

c2 
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reproaches for inconsistency the knight repliecf^ 
** Mr. Whiston, you can walk on foot, but I 
cannot." Steele's spirit was, however, by no 
means formed for implicit submission; and 

• 

for his opposition in 1719 to the peerage bill, 
supported by the ministry, he was deprived 
of his theatrical patent. He appealed to the 
public in a paper called " The Theatre ;" and 
in 1720 he pleaded the cause of the nation by 
a pamphlet against the pernicious South-sea 
scheme. He was restored in the next year to 
his authority at Drury-lane theatre, and soon 
after made an addition both to his fame and 
fortune by his comedy of ^^The Conscious 
Lovers,'' first acted in 1722. This piece was 
received with extraordinary applause, and long 
stood at the head of comedies of the moral 
and sentimental class. The King munificently 
presented him with 5001. for the dedication ; 
but his habitual pecuniary embarrassments still 
pressed upon him, and obliged him to sell his 
share in the playhouse- He had the additional 
misfortune of maintaining a lawsuit with the 
managers, which was decided . against him. 
Broken now equally in fortune and constitu- 
tion, he retired to his estate in Wales, where 
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a paralytic stroke first impaired his under- 
standing, an4 finally terminated bis life in 
September, 1729. 

Sir Richard Steele appears to have been 
much belove4 in society, for the benevolent 
warmth and openness of his disposition, and 
his entire freedom from jealousy or malevo- 
lence. In point of understanding he is per- 
haps rather to be called a man of parts^ than a 
man of genius, none of his productions rising 
higher than the efforts of a lively fancy, exer- 
dsed on a variety of topics, but with little 
force or accuracy • His style and his train of 
thinking are equally lax and incorrect. He 
was a lover of virtue, and often painted it in 
pleasing and attractive colours, but neither his 
example nor precept were unexceptionable. 
His reputation as a writer^ seems to have been 
much indebted to thejpartnerships he formed ; 
but his name is certainly entitled to a place 
among those which throw peculiar lustre upon 
that period of English literature. 

Such are the outlines of the life of Sir 
BiCHARD Steele. To have entered more 
into detail would have led us into a very wide 
field, which to most readers would have been 
barren of entertainment. The Tatler xosq 

c3 
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from small beginnings. It does not appeaif 
that Steele foresaw to what perfection this 
method of writing might be brought. The 
first paper, as has been already noticed, made 
its appearance on Tuesday, April 12, 17^)9; 
and the days of publication -were fixed to be 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. 

Steele appears to have begun the TatlbiI 
without any concert, or hope (^ other assist^, 
ance than what might come spontaneously. 
His chief dependence was on his intelligence^ 
which gave him a superiority over his con- 
temporaries, who were merely news-writers, 
and had never discovered that a periodical 
paper might furnish instruction of a better 
and more lasting kind. 

Addison is said to have first discovered 
Steele to be the author of the Tatler by a 
criticism of his own introduced in N". 6. Ad* 
DisoN was at this time in Ireland, secretary 
to Lord Wharton, Lord Lieutenant, and 
gave Steele an early proof of his regard 
by sending contributions to his work. In 
N** 18, the * Distress of News-writers' is cer- 
tainly his ; and the first part of the paper on 
sign -posts has very much of his manner. 
N"* 20 is likewise assigned to him. His 
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5ther papers are assigned on indubitable au- 
thority. 

Such an assistant as Addison was of in- 
calculable value to Steele ; by his union his 
views becatne enlarged, and public attention 
more generally drawn to the paper, and he 
soon rose to the dignity of a teacher of wis-- 
dom and morals. His improvement is visi- 
ble from about N" 82 or 83; N" 92, 95, 109, 
132, may be referred to for their great excel- 
lence. Steele's admirable papers on duelling 
were among the first successful attempts on 
that remnant of barbarism. 

It is thought that some part of the popularity 
of the Tatlers, during their first publication, 
was owing to an opinion, that the characters de- 
scribed in an unfavourable light, and held up 
to ridicule or contempt, were rieal ; and the au« 
thors, being aware that nothing can render a 
work more popular than the supposition that 
it contidns a proportion of scandal or personal 
history, were not very anxious to deprive them- 
selves of a hold on the public mind which they 
could, and had the virtue, to turn to the best of 
purposes. ^* 

Thirty-four of the Tatlers are attributed 
to Steele and Addison in conjunction. 
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Forty*one are given to Addtson alone, of 
which N*- 132, 216, 220, 224, 250, 253, 256, 
259, and 264, are admirable examples of that 
exquisite humour which afterwards became ha- 
bitual in this author's writings, and flowed fi-cmi 
a disposition of mind, easy, equable, and fer- 
tile in ridicule, yet delicate in sentiment and 
expression beyond any kind of wit that had 
hitherto appeared. 

Among the occasional contributors to the 
Tatlbr, Swift has been often mentioned. 
He is said to have wrote, in N*^ 9) the * De- 
scription of the Morning :' in N^ 32, the his* 
tory of Madonella: in N"* 35, from internal 
evidence, the family of Ix : in N"* 59, the letter 
signed Obadiah Greenhat: in N^ 63, Mado- 
nella's Platonic College: in N** 66, the first 
article, on pulpit orat(»*y : in N" 6/, the pro- 
posal for a Chamber of Fame: in N"* 68, a 
oontiauation of the same : in N"* 70, a letter on 
oratory, ngned Jonadian Rosehat ; in N* 71 » 
a letter on the irregular conduct of a clergy- 
man ; N* 230, entire ; in N* 938y the poetical 
descriptioa of a shower ; and N® £58, a short 
'etter on the words * Great Britain.' These 

re all the communications ihat can with any 

mMence be ascribed to Swift. 
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The next contributor to the Tatler whom 
we shall notice, is Mr. John Hughes, who 19 
said to have been the author of the letter 
signed Josiah Couplet in N^ 64 ; that signed 
Will Trusty in NV 73 ; a letter on the ten- 
dency of the work in N"* 76; and the in- 
ventory of a beau's effects in N** 1 18. Some 
farther notice will be taken of Mr. Hughes- 
among the authors of the Spectator. .The 
* Medicine, a Tale/ in N** 2, was written by 
Mr. WiLLTAM Harrisoi}, a young gentleman 
of great promise. The very humorous genea- 
logy of the family of Bickerstaff^ in N** 11, is^ 
ascribed by Steele in his ^Preface to the 
Octavo Edition, 1710,' to Mr. Twisden, wha 
died at the battle of Mons, and has a monu- 
ment in Westminster Abbey. The character 
of Aspasia, in N** 42, was written by Con- 
6KEVE. The paper on gluttony, N" 205, is 
ascribed by Steele, in the « Theatre, N* 26,^ 
to a Mr. Fuller. The letter on language^ 
education, &c. in N" 234, was written by Mr. 
James Greenwood, author of an * Essay 
towards a practical English Grammar/ and 
teacher of a boarding-school at Woodford ia 
Essex.. 
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These are tke names of ali the contributors 
whose writings can he ascertained with any de- 
gree of probability. When their contributions 
are deducted, it will be seen that the continual 
supply of the work rested chiefly on Stbelje. 

We shall conclude these preliminary remarks 
by a few observations on the merit and utility 
of Periodical Writings, extracted from the ex- 
cellent Essays illustrative of the Tatier, Spee^ 
tator^ and Guardtauy by Dr. Drakb. 

*^ Few contrivances," says this writer, ** have 
been found more effectual toward correcting the 
fcHbles and lighter vices of mankind, or bettor 
calculated to diffuse a taste for literature and 
refinement, than the periodical publication of 
short essays. To comprehend the intricaciea 
of speculative science, or to relish the elaborate 
productions of genius, requires not only the 
education of many years, but much subsequent 
leisure through life ; and such are the neces- 
sary duties assigned to Man, so much of his 
time is* occupied in the mere preservation of 
existence, that there are not many, even in the 
most civilized state of societ)^ who, by inherit* 
ing property, enjoy an exemption from personal 
labour adequate to the pursuit ; neither among 
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those privil^ed b it common to find many who 
possess th6 ability or inclination to improve the 
bpportunities which opulence has bestowed, ei- 
ther in extending tb^ limits of knowledge, or 
expatiating in the fields of imagination. To 
every one, however, whatever may be bis rank, 
some portion of leisure is allotted, and it is of 
infinite importance to the happiness and pro- 
sperity of society that that leisure be properly 
employed. 

*' In a country just rising into consequence 
by commercial efibrts, where, with the excep- 
tion of a few individuals devoted to an acade* 
mical or professional life^ the higher and mid* 
die classes are but little acquainted with tlie 
{Measures and advantages of Uterature; whereto 
form the character of the gentleman no more 
grammatical knowledge is required than may 
be found in the common mechanic; it will be 
in vain that attention is called to philological 
inquiry or studied exhortation. On men busied 
in the acquirement of wealth, merely for its 
own sake, or revelling in the grossest sensuali- 
ties, no formal display of the value of science, 
or the beauty and utility of virtue, can be sup- 
posed to produce much effect. Under these 
circumstances it should be our endeavour not 
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to present the sol^ootn disquisition or schplastic 
tome, but to insinuate, under the garb of enter- 
tainment, a relish for and a love of letters, and 
to .meliorate or remove by ridicule those mi- 
nuter vices and follies on which neither law nor 
religion has fixed. It was in this stage of so- 
ciety, when refinement and general knowledge 
had made a very partial progress, that our ear- 
liest periodical papers were written; when the 
chief difficulty was to induce the gay, the 
thoughtless, and the busy, to read even a short 
essay. He who would have trembled at the 
idea of commencing a volume, mustered cou- 
rage, however, to peruse a single sheet, which 
terminating the subject discussed, and occupy- 
ing no greater portion of time than could con- 
veniently be spared during the intervals of bu- 
siness or dissipation, offered attractions which 
no publication in the general walk of literature 
had hitherto displayed. To allure those who 
were not otherwise to be acquired, politics were 
at first mingled with the miscellaneous matter, 
until the attention being by various means once 
gained, and the heart and imagination awaken- 
ed, all the benevolent purposes which these ad- 
mirable compositions were^ intended to eflfect 
were at length happily obtained. 
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" To introduce, therefore, and support a taste 
for elegant literature; to paint virtue in her 
most alluring form; to inculcate attention to 
the decencies, proprieties, and minuter graces 
of domestic life, and to dissipate by well-turned 
ridicule and humoui those fashionable follies and 
lighter shades of vice, which, though apparently 
trivial, undermine the foundations of our happi- 
ness, form the legitimate objects of a periodical 
paper. That these, however, may produce their 
full effect, no common-rate ability is demanded 
on the part of the author. To beauty, accu- 
racy, and vivacity of composition, must be 
added strength of imagination and versatility 
vf style. The tale, the allegory, the vision, 
should relieve or clothe the dryness of didactic 
precept; and the pages animated by the glow 
of sentiment, or the brilliancy of description, 
should be succeeded by the smile of satire, and 
the pleasantries of comic painting. 

" Mere fancy and erudition, however exalted 
or however profound, will be found unequal to 
the production of a work such as we have now 
described. The labour of the closet, where taste 
is not wanting, may indeed accumulate and 
display with critical acumen the beauties of a 

a 
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Homer or a Virgil, or may raise an original 
fabric, the offspring of luxuriant imagination ; 
biit in vain shall we seek for that intimacy with 
the human heart, that just discrimination of cha- 
racter, so vitally essential to the popularity and 
utility of a periodical paper. For these the au- 
thor Bjust have mixed in the motley world 
around him, and marked with a penetrating eye 
the different classes and individuals of mankind^ 
in order to select with judgment, for censure or 
for praise, their more prominent features, and 
with a view toward furnishing that dramatic 
form which alone can give birth to the exquisite 
conceptions of humour. 

^^ A series of papers thus constituted, and 
forming a whole, replete with mt, fancy, and 
instruction, lias been proved by long experience 
not only the most useful but the most interest* 
ing and popular of publications. . Each sex, 
every rank, and every stage of society, have 
been alike amused and benefitted by these pro- 
ductions. Courtesy, etiquette, and dress, as 
weU'as morals, criticism, and philosophy, have 
leomt to obey their dictates; and many import- 
ant truths, many sage lessons for life, have, by 
approaching under the disguise of a trivial and 
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fashionable topic, found their way to, and made 
their due impression upon, those whom lio other 
channel could reach. 

*' Even in the present age, when literature is 
to a certain degree diffused through almost 
every department, and when refinement nearly 
borders upon excess, essays constructed in the 
original mould stiU charm. Though the rude- 
ness, the groftsness, and improprieties, which 
called forth the wit or the invective of our early 
essayists, no longer exist, there is still a most 
abundant crop of petty vice and folly, of vanity 
and affectation, which, though assuming a ipaore 
polished surface, as loudly demands exoisipn. 
Our manners too, though somewhat softened 
down and amalgamated by the progress of civi- 
lization, still bear strongly the marks of indivi- 
dual modification, and still furnish to the atten- 
tive and experienced observer numerous origi- 
nal and high- wrought characters ; whilst, at the 
same time, the taste for cadence of period and 
harmony of style, for the luxuries of fiction 
and the elegancies of critical discussion, now so 
widely disseminated, presents an ample field for 
variety and grace. In. proof of these remarks 
it may be observed, that from the first appear- 
ance of the Tatler to the present day, no period 
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has been absolutely devoid of periodical essays ; 
and it can with equal justice be afiirmcd, tliat 
they form a most splendid and highly valuable 
branch of our national literature. The greatest 
masters of our language, the classical writers of 
their age, have exerted the noblest effort* of 
their genius, and afforded us the finest speci- 
mens of their composition, whilst employed in 
the execution of those beautiful designs, which^ 
if considered for a moment in the light of highly 
finished pictures, how vividly do they express 
the style aiid manner of their respective artists ! 
In Addison we discern the amenity and. ideal 
grace of Raphael; in Johnson the strength and 
energy of Michael Angelo; in Hawkesworth 
the rich colouring and warmth of Titian; the 
legerity and frolic elegance of Albani in the 
productions of Moore, Thornton, and Colman; 
the pathetic sweetness of Guido in the draughts 
of Mackenzie ; and the fertility and harmonious 
colouring of Annibale Caracci in. the vivid 
sketches of Cumberland. 

*' From such an assemblage of diversified ex- 
cellence, he must be fastidious indeed who re- 
ceives not the most pleasurable emotions ; and 
incapable of instruction, if he leaves it not a 
better nor a wiser man. The grave, the gay> 
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the old^ the young, will here find something td 
arrest attention, and to awaken curiosity ; to ex- 
cite the.smile of harmless mirth, or draw forth 
the tear of pity ; to illuminate the page of an- 
cient times, or to invigorate the pursuit of vir- 
tue. Such is the useful variety with which these 
writings teem ! * When I hold a volume of these 
Miscellanies,^ observes an elegant author, * and 
run over with avidity the titles of its contents, 
my mind is enchanted, as if it were placed 
among the landscapes of Valais, which Rous- 
seau has described with such picturesque beau^ 
ty. I fancy myself seated in a cottage, amid 
those mountains, those valleys, those rocks, en* 
circled by the enchantments of optical illusion; 
I look and behold at once the united seasons.^ 
< All climates in one place, all seasons in one 
instant/ I gaze at once on a hundred rain- 
bows, and trace the romantic figures of th6 
shifting clouds. I seem to be in a temple 
dedicated to the service of the Goddess of 
Variety/ 

** The invention of a paper ^culated for 
general instruction and entertainment, abound- 
ing in elegant literature, appearing periodical- 
ly, and forming a whole under an assumed 
name and character, is, without doubt, to be 

dS 
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ascribed to this country, and confers on it na 
small degree of honour. The Tatler present- 
ed to Europe in 1709 the first legitimate model. 
At this period literature and manners in this 
island were far distant from the universality 
and polish which they have since obtained. . So 
widely different indeed was their situation from 
any thing we are now familiar with, that, in 
order to place the merit of our early periodical 
productions in its due light, a slight sketch of 
their state, as existing in 1709, will, before we 
enter more at large into our work, be deemed, 
perhaps, indispensably requisite. 

" Though the reign of Queen Anne has been 
generally termed the A.ugustan age of litera- 
ture in this kingdom, owing to the co-existence 
of a few celebrated writers, it is astonishing how 
little, during the greatest part of that period, 
was the information of the higher and middle 
classes of society. To the character of the 
gentleman, neither education nor letters were 
thought necessary ; and any display of learn- 
ing, however superficial, was, among the fa- 
shionable circles, deemed rudeness and pedan- 
try, * That general knowledge,' observes 
Johnson, * which now circulates in common 
talk, was then rarely to be found. Men not 
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professing learning were not ashamed of igno- 
rance ; and^ in the female world, any acquaint, 
ance with books was distinguished only to be 
censured/ When we reflect, tliat to expnes» 
contempt for all literary acquirement was then 
a certain proof of gentility, and ignorance the 
cliaracteristic of superior station (a statement 
which, I believe, previous to the publication of 
the Tatler, is nearly conrect), we ought to hesi- 
tate in assigning the epithet of Augustan to this 
. era of our history. We should recollect that 
two-thirds of the reign of Anne were entirely 
occupied by politics ; that the struggles of fac- 
tion, the inveterate contentions of the Whigs 
and Tories, banished for many years, even 
among the learned, almost all attention to use- 
ful and elegant pursuits ; and that the com* 
mencement of taste, and the diffusion of know- 
ledge, may be dated from the well-timed efforts 
of Steele and Addison, efforts which illuminated 
but the latter days of Anne^ and were inde- 
pendent of any engagement from the throne. 
From this tune only has the public mind been 
powerfully excited to intellectual emulation, 
and gradually has it acquired that polish and 
intimacy with literary subjects which distin- 
guish the present age. It is solely indeed to a 
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nation that has long cherished a strong relish 
for literature in all its departments, whose taste 
is correct and pure, and which fosters in her 
bosom every rising genius, that the title of Au- 
gustan can be given, and not to the casual ap- 
pearance of a few luminaries, surrounded by 
wastes of interminable darkness. 

" That extension of mental light, which was 
first happily effected by our periodical essayists, 
and which has by degrees led to the brilliancy 
we now enjoy, had been for a long time inter- 
cepted by the dissolute and licentious mannert) 
which the court of Charles the Second had in- 
troduced, and which continued for several years 
after the commencement of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, though in a less virulent manner, to pol- 
lute the channels of public decency, and to choke 
the germs of intellectual excellence. 

** Of the success which attended the efforts 
of Steele and Addison^ in the reformation and 
improvement of their own immediate age, no- 
thing can afford so decisive a proof as the opi« 
nions of contemporaries competent to form a 
just estimate of the result of their labours. We 
shall only quote one of the numerous produc- 
tions of this kind. It was published on the 
close of the Tatler, and affords a very strike 



BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE. xlv 

ing and satisfactory detail of the . salutary 
effect of theTatlers, Spectators, and Guardians, 
in ameliorating the morals of society, and in 
accelerating the progress of intellectual acquire- 
ment. 

** To Gay, there is every reason to suppose, 
we are indebted for the description of the moral 
influence of the Tatler. After regretting the re- 
cent decease of Isaac Bickerstaff, Esq. he adds, 
* to give you my own thoughts of this gentle- 
man'^s writings, I shall in the first place observe, 
that there is this noble difference between him 
and all the rest of our polite and gallant au- 
thors: the latter have endeavoured to please 
the age, by falling in with them, and encourag- 
ing them in their fashionable vices and false no- 
tions of things. It would have been a jest, some 
time since, for a man to have asserted that any 
thing witty could be said in praise of a married 
state; or that devotion and virtue were any. 
way necessary to the character of a fine gentle • 
man. Bickerstaff ventured to tell the town that 
they were a parcel of fops, fools, and vain co- 
quettes ; but in such a manner as even pleased 
them, and made them more than half inclined 
to believe that he spoke truth. 
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^* ^ Instead of complying with the false senti- 
ments or vicious tastes of the age, either in mo* 
rality, criticism, or good-breeding, he has bold- 
ly assured them, that they were altogether in 
the wrong ; and commanded them, with an au- 
thority which perfectly well became him, to 
surrender themselves to his arguments for vir- 
tue and good sense. 

*^ * It is incredible to conceive the efffect his 
writings have had on the town ; how many 
thousand follies they have either quite banish- 
ed, or given a very great check to ; how much 
countenance they have added to virtue and re- 
ligion ; how many people they have rendered 
happy, by shewing them it was their own fault 
if they were not so ; and lastly, how entirely 
they have convinced our fops and young fell6w8 
of the value and advantages of learning. 

*^ ^ He has indeed rescued it out of the hands 
of pedants and fools, and discovered the true 
method of making it amiable and lovely to all 
mankind. In the dress he gives it, it is a most 
welcome guest at tea-tables and assemblies, and 
is relished and caressed by the merchants on 
Change. 

" * Lastly, his writings have set all our wits 
and men of letters upon a new way of thinkings 
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of which they had little or no notion before ; 
and though vre cannot yet say that any of them 
have come up to the beauties of the original, I 
think we may venture to affirm^ that every one 
of them writes and thinks much more justly 
than they did some time since.^ 

^^ Of the almost immediate utility accruing 
to manners and literature from the circulation 
of the Tatler, no passages can be more decisive 
than tfhose which we have quoted ; and to these 
might be added testimonials equally strong 
with regard to the moral and mental operation 
on society of tt^e whole body of periodical 
writings which issued from the school of Steele 
and Addison. 

*^ The result, indeed, of the publication of 
the Tatler, Spectator, and Guardian, has been 
of the first national importance. The diffusion 
of private virtue and wisdom must necessarily 
tend to purify and enlighten the general mass ; 
and experience in every age has proved, that 
the strength, the weight, and prosperity of a 
nation, are better founded on knowledge, mo- 
rality, and sound literature, than on the un- 
stable effects of conquest or commerce. Rational 
liberty, indeed, can only be supported by in- 
tegrity and ability ; and it is of little conse- 
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quence to the man who feels for the honour of 
his species, and who knows properly to value 
the character of a freeman, that his country 
has stretched her arms over half the globe, ifi 
at the same time, she be immersed in vice, in 
luxury, and sensuality, and subjected to the 
debasing caprice and control of tyranny. 

" It is but just, therefore, to infer, tliat the 
periodical writings of Addison and of Steele 
have contributed more essentially to the na- 
tional good, to the political influence even, 
and stability of the British empire, than all 
the efforts of her warriors, however great ot 
glorious." 
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ORIGINAL DEDICATIONS. 



I. TO MR. MAYNWARING.* 

SIR, 

1 H£ state of conversation and business in this town 
having been long peqplexed with Pretenders in both 
kinds; in order to open men's eyes against such 
abuses, it appeared no unprofitable undertaking to 
publish a Paper, whicH should observe upon the 
manners of the pleasurable as well as the busy part 
of knankind. To make this generally read, it seemed 
the most proper method to form it by way of a Letter 
of Intelligence, consisting of such parts as might 
gratify the curiosity of persons of all conditions, and 
of each sex. But a work of this nature requiring 
time to grow into the notice of the world, it happened, 
very luckily, that, a little before I had resolved upon 
this design, a gentleman had written predictions, and 
two or three other pieces in my name, which rendered 
it famous through all parts of Europe ; and, by an 

* Arthur May nwaring, Esq 
VOL. 1. B 
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inimitable spirit and humour^ raised it to as high a 
pitch of reputation as it could possibly arrive at. 

By this good fortune the name of Isaac Bicker- 
staff gained an audience of all who had any taste of 
wit ; and the addition of the ordinary 'occurrences of 
common Journals of News brought in a multitude 
of other readers. I could not^ I confess, long keep 
up the opinion of the town, that these Lucubrations 
were written by the same hand with the first works 
which were published under my name ; but, before 
I lost the participation of that author's fame, I had 
already found the advantage of his authority, to whicl| 
I owe the sudden acceptance which my labours met 
with in the world. ^ 

The general purpose of this Paper is to expose the 
false arts of life, to pull off the disguises of cunning, 
vanity, and affectation, and to recommend a general 
simplicity in our dress, our discourse, and our be- 
haviour. No man has a better judgment for the dis- 
covery, or a nobler spirit for the contempt of all 
imposture, than yourself; which qualities render you 
the most proper patron for the author of these Essays. 
In the general, the design, however executed, has 
met wi& so great success, that there is hardly a 
name now eminent among us for power, wit, beauty, 
valour, or wisdom, which is not subscribed for the 
encouragement of these volumes. This is^ indeed, an 
honour, for which it is impossible to express a suitable 
gratitude ; and there is nothing could be an addition 
to the pleasure I take in it, but the reflection, that it 
gives me the most conspicuous occasion I can ever 
have of subscribing myself, Sir, 

Your most obliged, most obedient, 

and most humble servant, 

Isaac Bickerstaff. 
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II. TO EDWARD WORTLEY MONTAGUE*, Esq. 

SIR, 

When I send you this volume, I am rather to make 
you a request than a Dedication. I must desire, 
that if you think fit to throw away any moments on 
it, you would not do it after reading those excellent 
pieces with which you are usually conversant. The 
images which you will meet with here, will be very 
hint, after the perusal of the Greeks and Romans^ 
who are your ordinary companions. I must confess 
I am obliged to you for the taste of many of their 
excellencies, which I had not observed until you 
pointed them to me. I am very proud that there are 
some things in these Papers which I know you par- 
donf; and it is no small pleasure to have one's 
labours suffered by the judgment of a man, who so 
well understands the true champs of eloquence and 
poesy. But I direct this address to you ; not that I 
think I can entertain you with my writings, but to 
thank you for the new delight I have, from your con- 
versation, in those of other men. 

May you enjoy a long continuance of the true relish 
of the happiness Heaven has bestowed upon you ! I 
know not how to say a more affectionate thing to 
you, than to wish that you may be always what you 
are ; and that you may ever think, as I know you 
now do, tliat you have a much larger fortune than 
you want. I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient, and most humble servant, 

Isaac Bickerstaff. 

* Second son of Hon. Lady Wortley Montague, and grand- 
ton of Edward Montague, the first Earl of Sandwich. 

f This seems to amount to a declaration, that E. Wortley 
.Montague, Esq. was himself a writer in these papers. 

b2 
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III. TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

WILLIAM, LORD COWPER, 

BARON OF WINGHAM. 
MY LORD, 

After having long celebrated the superior graces 
and excellencies among men, in an imaginary cha« 
racter, I do myself the honour to shew my veneration 
for transcendent merit under my own name, in this 
address to your Lordship. The just application of 
those high accomplishments of which you are master, 
has been an advantage to all your fellow-subjects ; 
and it is from the common obligation you have IjBiid 
upon all the world, that I, though a private man, 
can pretend to be affected with, or take the liberty to 
acknowledge, your great talents and public virtues. 
It gives a pleasing prospect to your friends, that is 
to say, to the friends of your country, that you have 
passed through the highest offices, at an age when 
others usually do but form to themselves the hopes 
of them. They may expect to see you in the House 
of Lords as many years as you were ascending to it. 
It is our common good, that your admirable eloquence 
can now no longer be employed, but in the expres- 
sion of your own sentiments and judgment. The 
skilful pleader is now for ever changed into the just 
judg6 ; which latter character your Lordship exerts 
with so prevailing an impartiality, that you win the 
approbation even of those who dissent from you, and 
you always obtain favour, because you are never 
moved by it. 
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This gives you a certain dignity peculiar to your 
present situation, and makes the equity, even of a 
Lord High Chancellor, appear but a degree towards 
the magnanimity of a Peer of Great Britain. 

Forgive me, my Lord, when I cannot conceal from 
you, that I shall never hereafter behold you, but I 
shall behold you, as lately, defending the brave and 
the unfortunate*. 

When we attend to your Lordship engaged in a 
discourse, we cannot but reflect upon the many re- 
quisites which the vain-glorious speakers of anti- 
quity have demanded in a man who is to excel ia 
oratory; I say, my Lord, when we reflect upon the 
precepts by viewing the example, though there is 
no excellence proposed by those rhetoricians want- 
ing, the whole art seems to be resolved into that one 
motive of speaking, sincerity in the intention. The 
graceful manner, the apt gesture, and the assumed 
concern, are impotent helps to persuasion, in com- 
parison of the honest countenance of him who utters 
what' he really means. Frotn whence it is, that 
all the beauties which others attain with labour, are 
in your Lordship but the natural effects of the heart 
that dictates. 

It is this noble simplicity, which makes you sur- 
pass mankind in the faculties wherein mankind are 
distinguished from other creatures, reason and speech. 

If these gifts were communicated to all men in 
proportion to the truth and ardour of their hearts^ 
I should spesJc of you with the same force as you 
express yourself on any other sul^ect. But I resist 
my present impulse, as agreeable as it is to me; 
though indeed, had I any pretensions to a fame of 
tills kind, I should, above all other themes, attempt 
a panegytick upon my Lord Cowper : for the only 
sure way to a reputation for eloquence, in an age 

* The Dake of Marlboroagh. 
b3 
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wherein that perfect orator lives, is to choose an 
argument, upon which he himself must of necessity 
be silent. 1 am, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most devoted, 

most obedient, and most humble servant, 

Richard Steele. 



IV. TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

CHARLES, LORD HALIFAX. 

From the Hovel at Hamptonwick, April 7, 1711. 
MY LORD, 

When I first resolved upon doing myself this ho- 
nour, I could not but , indulge a certain vanity in 
dating from this little covert, where I have fre- 
quendy had the honour of your Lordship's company, 
and received from you very many obligations. The 
elegant solitude of this place, and the greatest plea- 
sures of it, I owe to its being so near those beau- 
tiful manors wherein you sometimes reside. It is 
not retiring from the world, but enjoying its most 
valuable blessings, when a man is permitted to share 
in your Lordship's conversations in the country. 
All the bright images which the Wits of past ages 
have left behind them in their writings, the noble 
plans which the greatest Statesmen have laid down 
for administration of affairs, are equally the familiar 
objects of your knowledge. But what is peculiar to 
your Lordship above all the illustrious personages 
that have appeared in any age^ is, that wit and 
learning have from your example fallen into a new 
aera. Your patronage has produced tiiose arts, which 
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before shunned the commerce of the world, into the 
service of life : and it is to you we owe, that the man 
of wit has turned himself to be a man of business. 
The false delicacy of men of genius, and the objec- 
tions which others were apt to insinuate against 
their abilities for entering into affairs, have equally 
vanished. And experience has shown, that men of 
letters are not only qualified with a greater capacity, 
but also a greater integrity in the dispatch of business. 
Your own studies have been diverted from being the 
highest ornament, to the highest use to mankind; 
and the capacities which would have rendered you the 
greatest poet of your age, have to the advantage of 
Great Britain been employed in pursuits which have 
made you the most able and unbiassed patriot. A 
vigorous imagination, an extensive apprehension, and 
a ready judgment, have distinguished you in all the 
illustrious parts of administration, in a reign attended 
with such difficulties, that the same talents, without 
the same quickness in the possession of them, would 
have been incapable of conquering. The natural 
success of such abilities, has advanced you to a seat 
in that illustrious house, where you were received by 
a crowd of your relations. Great as you are in your 
honours, and personal qualities, I know you will for- 
give an humble neighbour the vanity of pretending to 
a place. in your friendship, and subscribing himself, 
my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obliged, 

and most devoted servant, 

Richard Steele. 
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PREFACE TO THE OCTAVO EDITION, 1710. 

In the last Tatler I promised some explanation of 
passages and persons mentioned in this work, as 
well as some account of the assistances I have had 
in the performance. I shall do this in very few 
words ; for when a man has no design but to speak 
plain truth, he may say a great deal in a very narrow 
compass. I haye, in the dedication of the first 
volume, made my acknowledgments to Dr. Swift, 
whose pleasant writings, in the name of Bickerstaff, 
created an inclination in the town towards any thing 
that could appear in the same disguise. I must ac- 
knowledge also, that, on my first entering upon this 
work, a certain uncommon way of thinking, and a 
turn in conversation peculiar to that agreeable gen- 
tleman, rendered his company very advantageous to 
one whose imagination was to be continually em- 
ployed upon obvious and common subjects, though 
at the same time obliged to treat of them in a new 
and unbeaten method. His verses on the '^ Shower 
in Town," and the " Description of the Morning,*^ 
are instances of the happiness of that genius, which 
could raise such pleasmg ideas upon occasions so 
barren to an ordinary invention. 

When I am upon the house of Bickerstaff, I must 
not forget that genedogy of the family sent to me by 
the post, and written, as I since understand, by 
Mr. Twisden, who died at the battle of M ons, and 
has a monument in Westminster-abbey, suitable to 
the respect which is due to his wit and his valour. 
There are through the course of the work very many 
.incidents which were written by unknown corre- 
spondents. Of this kind is the tale in the second 
Tatler, and the epistle from Mr. Downes the prompter. 
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with others which were very well received by the 
publick. But I have only one gentleman, who will 
be nameless, to thank for any frequent assistance to 
me, which indeed it would nave been barbarous in 
him to have denied to one with whom he has lived 
in an intimacy from childhood, considering the great 
ease with which he is able to despatch the most en- 
tertaining pieces of this nature. This good office he 
performed with such force of genius, humour, wit^ 
and learning, that I fared like a distressed prince^ 
who calls in a powerful neighbour to his aid ; I was 
undone by my auxiliary; when I had once called him 
in, I could not subsist without dependence on him. 

The same hand writ the distinguishing characters 
of men and women under the names of *' Musical 
Instruments," " The Distress of the News-writers,'^ 
" The Inventory of the Play-house," and " The 
Description of the Thermometer," "vdiich I cannot but 
look upon as the greatest embellishments of this work. 

Thus far I thought necessary to say relating to 
the great hands which have been concerned in these 
volumes, with relation to the spirit and genius of 
the work ; and am far from pretending to modesty 
in making this acknowledgment. What a man ob- 
tains from the good opinion and friendship of worthy 
men, is a much greater honour than he can possibly 
reap from any accomplishments of his own. But all 
the credit of wit which was given me by the gentleman 
above-mentioned, with whom I have now accounted, 
has not been able to atone for the exceptions made 
against me for some raillery in behalf of that learned 
advocate for the episcopacy of the church, and the 
liberty of the people, Mr. Hoadly. I mentioned this 
only to defend myself against the imputation of being 
moved rather by party than opinion ; and I think it is 
apparent, I have with the utmost frankness allowed 
merit wherever I found it, though joined in inter- 
ests different from those for which I have declared 
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m3^self. When my Favonius is acknowledged to 
be Dr. Smalridge, and the amiable character of 
the Dean in the sixty-sixth Tatler, dr^wn for Dr. 
Atterbury ; I hope I need say no more as to my 
impartiality. 

I really have acted in these cases with honesty, 
and am concerned it should be thought otherwise : 
For wit, if a man had it, unless it be directed to 
some useful end, is but a wanton frivolous quality ; 
all that one should value himself upon in this kind 
is, that he had some honourable intention in it. 

As for this point, never hero in romance was 
carried away with a more furious ambition to con- 
quer giants and tyrants, than I have been in extir- 
pating gamesters and duellists. And indeed, like 
one of those knights too, though I was calm before, 
I am apt to fly out again, when the thing that first 
disturbed me is presented to my imagination. I 
shall therefore leave off when I am well ; and fight 
with windmills no more : only shall be so arrogant 
as to say of myself, that, in spite of all the force of 
fashion and prejudice, in the face of all the world, 
I alone bewailed the condition of an English gen- 
tlemen, whose fortune and life are at this day pre- 
carious : while his estate is liable to the demands 
of gamesters, through a false sense of justice ; and 
to the demands of duellists, through a false sense 
of honour. As to the first of these orders of men^ 
I have not one more word to say of them : as to 
the latter, I shall conclude all I have more to ofi^br 
against them, with respect to their being prompted 
by the fear of shame, by applying to the duellist 
what I think Dr. South -says somewhere of the liar, 
" He is a coward to man, and a bravo to God,'* 
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Quicquid agunt homines 

nogtri est farrago libelli, 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

WKate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Our motley paper seises for itf theme. P. 

'' Though the other papers, which are published 
for the use of the good people of England, have cer- 
tainly very wholesome effects, and are laudable in 
their particular kinds, they do not seem to eome up 
to the main design of such narrations, which, I hum- 
bly presume, should be principally intended fut the 
use of politic persons, who are so public spirited as 
to neglect their own affairs to look into transactions 
of state. Now these gentlemen, for the most part 
being persons of strong zeal, and weak intellects, 
it is both a charitable and necessary work to offer 
something, whereby such worthy and well-affected 
members of the commonwealth may be instructed, 
after their reading, what to think : which shall be 
the end and purpose of this my paper, wherein I 
shall, from time to time, report and consider all 
matters of what kind soever tliat shall occur to me, 
and publish such my advices and reflections every 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday in the week, for 
the convenience of the post. 1 resolve to have 
something which may be of entertainment to the 
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fair sex, in honour of whom I have invented* the 
title of this paper. I therefore earnestly desire all 
persons, without distinction, io take it in for the 
present gratis, and hereafter at the price of one 
penny, forbidding all Hawkers to take more for it 
at their peril. And I desire all persons to consider, 
that I am at a very great charge for proper materials 
for this work, as well as that, before I resolved 
upon it, I had settled a correspondence in all parts 
of the known and knowing world. And forasmuch 
as this globe is not trodden upon by mere drudges 
of business only, but that men of spirit and genius 
are justly to be esteemed as considerable agents in 
it, we shall not, upon a dearth of news, present 
you with musty foreign edicts, or dull proclamations, 
but shall divide our relation of the passages which 
occur in action or discourse throughout this town, as 
well as elsewhere, under such dates of places as 
may prepare you for the matter you are to expect, in 
the following manner. 

'' All accounts of gallantry, pleasure and enter- 
tainment, shall be under tiie article of White's 
Cftocolate-house ;t poetry, under that of Will's 
Coffee-house ;X learning, under the title of Grecian ;$ 
foreign and domestic news, you will have from 
Saint James's Coffee-house ; and what else I have 
to offer on any other subject shall be dated from my 
own apartment. 

'^ I once more desire my reader to consider, that 
as I cannot keep an ingenious man to go daily to 
Will's under two-pence each day, merely for his 

* taken; Original T. 

t White's Chocolate-house was then lower down in St. 
James's-Street than it is at present, and on the other side. 

t Will's Coffee-house was on the North side of Russel Street 
in Co vent Garden, now the house, No. 23, Great Russel Street. 

§ The Grecian was, and still is, in Dcvereux Court^ in the 
Strand. 
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charges; to White's under six-pence; nor to the 
Grecian, without allowing him some plain Spanish, 
to be as able as others at the learned table ; and that 
a good obserrer cannot speak with even Kidney,* 
at St. Jmaes's without clean linen ; I say, these con- 
siderations will, I hope, make all persons willing to 
comply with my humble request (when my gratis 
stock IS exhausted) of a penny a-piece ; especially 
since they are sure of some proper amusement, and 
that it is impossible for me to want means to enter- 
tain them, haying, besides the force of my own 
parts, the power of divination, and that I can, by 
casting a figure, tell you all that will happen before 
it comes to pass. 

<' But this last faculty I shall use very sparingly, 
and speak but of few things until they are passed,t 
for fear of divulging matters which may offend our 
superiors.'' 

Whitens Chocolate-house, April 7. 

The deplorable condition of a very pretty gentle- 
man, who walks here at the hours when men of 
quality first appear, is what is very much lamented. 
His history is. That on the ninth of September, 
1705, being in his one-and-twentieth year, he was 
washing his teeth at a tavern window in Pall Mall, 
when a fine equipage passed by, and in it a young 
lady who looked up at him ; away goes the coach, 
and the young gentleman pulled off his night-cap, 
and instead of rubbing his gums, as he ought to do, 
out of the window until about four of the clock, 
sits him down and spoke not a word until twelve at 
night; after which he began to inquire if any body 
knew the lady ? — ^The company asked, what lady ? 
but he said no more, until they broke up at six in 

* Kidney was one of the waiters at St. James's Coffee-house, 
t Not speak of any thing till it is passed. Original T. 
VOL. I. C 
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the morning. All the ensuing winter he went from 
church to church eyery Suiiday, and from play- 
house to play-house every night in the week ; but 
could never find the original of the picture which 
dwelt in his bosom. In a word his attention to 
any thing but his passion was utterly gone. He has 
lost all Ihe money he ever played for, and been con- 
futed in eyery argument he has entered upon, since 
the moment he first saw her. He is of a noble 
family, has naturally a very good air, and is of a 
frank honest temper : but this passion has so ex- 
tremely mauled him, that his features are set and 
uninformed, and his whole visage is deadened, by 
a long absence of thought. He never appears in 
any sdacrity, but when raised by wine; at which 
time he is sure to come hither, and throw away a 
great deal of wit on fellows who have no sense 
farther than just to observe, that our poor Lover has 
most understanding when he is drunk, and is least 
in his senses when he is sober.* 

The reader is desired to take notice of the article 
from^this place from time to time, for I design to 
be very exact in the progress this unhappy gentleman 
makes, which may be of great instruction to all who 
actually are, or who ever shall be in love. 

WilVs Coffee-home^ April 8. 

On Thursday last was acted, for the benefit of 
Mr. Betterton, the celebrated comedy called Love 
for Love. Those excellent players, Mrs. Barry, 
Mrs. Bracegirdle, and Mr. Dogget, though not at 
present concerned in the house, acted on that oc- 
casion. There has not been known so great a con- 
course of persons of distinction as at that time ; the 

* Edward Lord Viscount Hinchinbroke, mentioned after- 
wards under the name of Cynthio, He died in the life -time 
of his father, Oct. S, 1722. 
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sta^ itself was coveted with gentlemen and ladies, 
and when the curtain was drawn, it discovered even 
there a very splendid audience. This unusual en- 
couragement, which was given to a play for the 
advantage of so great an actor, gives an undeniable 
instance, that tlie true relish for manly entertainments 
and rational pleasures is not wholly lost. All the 
parts were acted to perfection ; the actors were 
careful of their carriage, and no one was guilty of 
the affectation to insert witticisms of his own ; but 
a due respect was had to the audience, for encou- 
raging this accomplished player. It is not now 
doubted but plays will revive, and take their usual 
place in the opinion of persons of wit and merit, 
notwithstanding their late apostacy in favour of 
dress and sound. This place is very much altered 
since Mr. Dryden frequented it ; where you used to 
see songs, epigrams, and satires, in the hands of 
every man you met, you have now only a pack of 
cards ; and instead of the cavils about the turn of 
the expression, the elegance of the style, and the 
like, the learned now dispute only about the truth 
of the game. But however the company is altered, 
all have shown a great respect for Mr. Betterton : 
and the very gaming part of this house have been 
so touched with a sense of the uncertainty of human 
affairs (which alter with themselves every moment) 
that in this gentleman they pitied Mark Anthony of 
Rome, Hamlet of Denmark, Mithridates of Pontus, 
Tlieodosius of Greece, and Henry the Eighth of 
England. It is well known, he has been in the 
condition of each of those illustrious personages for 
several hours together, and behaved lumself in those 
lugh stations, in all the changes of the scene, with 
suitable dignity. For these reasons, we intend to 
repeat this late favour to him on a proper occasion, 
lest he, who can instruct us so well in personating 
feigned sorrows, should be lost to us by suffering 

r. 5 
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under real .ones. The town is at present in very 
^at expectation of seeing a comedy now in re- 
hearsal, which is the twenty-fifth production of my 
honoured friend Mr. Thomas D'Urfey; who, be- 
sides his great abilities in the dramatic, has a 
peculiar talent in the lyric way of writing, and that 
with a manner wholly new and unknown to the 
ancient Greeks and Romans, wherein he is but 
faintly imitated in the translations of the modem 
Italian Operas. 

St, Jameses Coffee-house y April 11. 

Letters from the Hague of the sixteenth say, that 
Major General Cadogan was gone to Brussels, with 
orders to disperse proper instructions for assembling 
the whole force of the allies in Flanders, in the 
beginning of the next month. The late offers con- 
cerning peace were made in the style of persons who 
think themselves upon equal terms : but the allies 
have so just a sense of present advantages, that they 
will not admit of a treaty, except France offers 
what is more suitable to her present condition. At 
the same time we make preparations, as if we were 
alarmed by a greater force than that which we are 
carrying into the field. Thus this point seems now 
fo be argued sword in hand. This was what a great 
g^rit|Bral^ alluded to, when bemg asked the name of 
those who were to be plenopotentiaries for the ensuing 
peape, he answered with a serious air, " There are 
about an hundred thousand of us." Mr. Kidney, 
who has the ear of the greatest politicians that come 
hither, tells me there is a mail come in to-day with 
letters, dated Hague, April the nineteenth, N. S. 
which say, a design of bringing part of our troops 
into the neld, at the latter end of this month, is how 
altered to a resolution of marching towards the camp 
about the twentieth of the next. Prince Eugene^ 

* The Duke of Marlborough. 
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was then returned thither fix>m Amsterdam. I: 
sets out from Brussels on Tuesday : the great 
number of the general officers at the Ha^e haip 
orders to go at the same time. The squadron o 
Dunkirk consists of seyen vessels. There happenec 
the other day, in the road of Scheveling, an engage- 
ment between a privateer of Zeeland and one of 
Dunkirk. The Dunkirker, carrying thirty-three 
pieces of cannon, was taken and brought into the 
Texel. It is said the courier of Monsieur Rouille 
is returned to him from the Court of France. Mon- 
sieur Vendosme, being re-instated in the favour of 
the Dutchess of Burgundy, is to command in 
Flanders. 

Mr. Kidney added, that there were letters of the 
seventeenth from Ghent, which give an account, 
that the enemy had formed a design to surprise two 
battalions of the allies which lay at Alost: but 
those battalions received advice of their march and 
retired to Dendermond. Lieutenant General Wood 
appeared on this occasion at the head of five 
thousand foot, and one thousand horse ; upon which 
the enemy withdrew, without making any farther 
attempt. 

Pirom my own Apartment. 

I am sorry I am obliged to trouble the publick 

with so much discourse upon a matter which I at 

he very first mentioned as a trifle, vix, the death of 

fr. Partridge,* under whose name there is an 

tmanack come out for the year 1709 ; in one page 

* which is asserted by the said John Partridge, that 

y is still living, and not only so, but that he was 

» Dr. Swift, in his " Predictions for 1708," foretold that 

rtridse the abnanack-maker. would infallibly die on the 

^ of March, about eleven at night, of a raging fever. The 

(resolved to support this prediction, and uniformly insisted 

Partridge actually died at that time. 

c 3 
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also living some time before, and even at the instant 
when I writ of his death. I have in another place, 
and in a paper by itself, sufficiently convinced this 
man that he is dead, and if he has any shame, I 
do not doubt but that by this time he owns it to all 
his acquaintance ; for though the legs and arms and 
whole body of that man may still appear, and per- 
form their animal functions; yet since, as I have 
elsewhere observed, his art is gone, the man is gone. 
I am, as I said, concerned, tiiat this little matter 
should make so much noise; but since I am en- 
gaged, I take myself obliged in honour to go on in 
my lucubrations, and by the help of these arts qi 
which I am master, as well as my skill in astrolo- 
gical speculations, I shall, as I see occasion, pro- 
ceed to confute other dead men, who pretend to be 
in being, although they are actually deceased. I 
therefore give all men fair warning to mend their 
manners ; for I shall from time to time print bills of 
mortality : and I beg the pardon of all such who 
shall be named therein, if they who are good for 
nothing shall ^nd themselves in the number of the 
deceased. 
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Quicquid €igunt homines 

nostri est farrago liheUi, 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 8G. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream, 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

WilVs Coffee-House, April 13. 

There has lain all this evening on the table the 
following poem. The subject of it being matter 
very useful for families, I thought it deserved to be 
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considered and made more public. The turn the poei 
gives it is very happy ;' but the foundation is from a 
real accident which happened amongst my acquaint- 
ance. A young Gentleman of great estate fell des- 
perately in love with a great Beauty of very high 
quality, but as ill-natured as long flattery and an 
habitual self-will could make her. However, my 
young spark ventures upon her like a man of qua- 
lity, without being acquainted with her, or having 
ever saluted her, until it was a crime to kiss any 
woman else. Beauty is a thing which palls with 
possession : and the charms of this lady soon wanted 
the support of good-humour and complacency of 
manners : upon this my Spark flies to the bottle 
for relief from satiety. She disdains him, for being 
tired with that for which all men envied him ; and 
he never came home, but it was — " Was there no 
sot that would stay longer ? would any man living 
but you ? did I leave all the world for this usage ?" 
to which he — " Madam, split me, you are very 
impertinent!'' In a word, this match was wedlock 
in its most terrible appearances. She, at last, weary 
of railing to no purpose, applies to a good uncle, 
who gives her a bottle, he pretended he had bought 
of Mr. Partridge, the conjuror. This, said he, t 
gave ten guineas for. The virtue of the enchanted 
liquor (said he that sold it) is such, that if the 
woman you marry proves a scold (which, it seems, 
my dear niece, is your misfortune; as it was your 
good mother's before you), let her hold three spoon- 
fuls in her mouth for a full half hour after you come 
lome— but I find I am not in humour for telling a 
ale: and nothing in nature is so ungraceful as 
tory-telling against the grain ; therefore take it as 
le author has given it to you*. 

* These verses are by Mr, William Harrison. 
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THE MEDICINE. A Taub— -for the Labies. 

Miss Mdly, a fam'd Toast, was fair and young, 
Had wealth and charms — ^but then she had a tongue ! 
From morn to night th' eternal larum run, 
Which often lost those hearts her eyes had won. 

Sir John was smitten, and confessed his fl^me, 
Sigh'd out the usual time, then wed the dame ; 
Possessed, he thought, of ev'ry joy of life : 
But his dear Molly prov'd a very wife. 
Excess of fondness did in time decline. 
Madam loy'd money, and the Knight lov'd wine : 
From whence some petty discord would arise. 
As, " You 're a fool !" — and» " You are mighty wiset^ 

Though he and all the world allowM her wit. 
Her voice was shrill, and rather loud than sweet ; 
When she began, for hat and sword he'd call. 
Then after a faint kiss cry, " B'ye, dear Moll : 
Supper and friends expect me at the Rose/' 
'^ And what. Sir John, you'll get your usual dose I 
Go, stink of smoke, and guzzle nasty wine : 
Sure, never virtuous love was used like mine !' 

Oft as the watchful bellman marched his round, 
At a fresh bottle gay Sir John he found. 
By four the knight would get Ms business done, 
And only then reel'd off—- because alone ; 
Full well he knew the dreadful storm to come ; 
But, armM with Bourdeux, he durst venture home. 

My lady with her tonglie was still prepar'd. 
She rattled loud, and he impatient heard : 
. '^ ^Is a fine hour ! in a sweet pickle made ! 
And this. Sir John, is every day the trade. 
Here I sit moping all the live-long night, 
Devour'd with spleen, and stranger to delight ; 
'Till mom sends staggering home a drunken beast, 
Resolv'd to break my heart, as well as rest." 

" Hey ! hoop ! d' ye hear my damn'd obstreperous spouse ; 
What, can't you find one bed about the house ? 
Will that perpetual clack lie never still ! 
That rival to the softness of a mill ! 
Some couch and distant room must be my choice. 
Where I may sleep uncurs'd with wife and noise." 

Long this uncomfortable life they led. 
With snarling meals, ancT each a sep'rate bed. 
To an old uncle oft she would complain. 
Beg his advice, and scarce from tears refrain, 
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Old Wisewood smok'd the matter as it was : 

*' Cheer up !'* cry'd he, '' and FU remove the cause. 

A wondGrous spring within my garden flows, 
Of sovereign virtue, chiefly to compose 
Domestic jars, and matrimonial strife ; 
The best elixir t' appease man and wife ; 
Strange are th' effects, the qualities divine ; 
'Tis water call'd, but worth its weight in wine. 
If in his sullen airs Sir John should come, 
Three spoonfuls take, hold in your mouth — then mum. 
Smile, and look pleas'd, when he shall rage and scold ; 
Still in your mouth the healing cordial hold ; 
One month this sympathetic med'cine tr3r^d, 
Hell grow a lover, you a happy bride. 
But, dearest niece, keep this grand secret close. 
Or every prattling hussy 11 beg a dose." 

A water bottle 's brought for her relief; 
Not Nants could sooner ease the lady's grief: 
Her busy thoughts are on the trial bent. 
And, female like, impatient for th' event. 

The bonny knight reels home exceeding clear. 
Prepared for clamour and domestic war; 
Entering, he cries, " Hey ! where 's our thunder fled ? 
No hurricane ! Betty, 's your lady dead f 
Madam, aside, an ample mouthful takes. 
Curtesies, looks kind, but not a word she speaks : 
Wondering, he star'd, scarcely his eyes believ'd, 
But found his ears agreeably deceived. 
" Why how now, Molly, what 's the crotchet now f* 
She smiles, and answers only with a bow. 
Then, clasping her about, '< Why, let me die ! 
These night-cloaths, Moll, become thee mightily !' 
With that he sigh'd, her hand begun to press, 
And Betty calls, her lady to undress. 
"Nay, kiss me, Molly — for I'm much inclined.' 
Her lace she cuts, to take him in the mind : 
Thus the fond pair to bed enamoured went. 
The lady pleas'd, and the good knight content. 

For many days these fond endearments pa^t, 
The reconciling bottle fails at last ; 
Twas us'd and gone — then midnight storms arose. 
And looks and words the union discompose. 
Her coach is order'd, and post haste she flies, 
To beg her uncle for some fresh supplies ; 
Transported does the strange effects relate, 
Her knight's conversion, and her happy state ! 
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" Why, niece," says he, "1 pr'yfliee apprehend. 
The water's water— be ttiyself the friend. 
Such beauty would the coldest husband warm ; 
But your provoking tongue undoes the charm : 
Be silent and complying ; you'll soon find. 
Sir John without a medicine will be kind.'' 

St. James's Coffee-house, April 13. 

Letters from Venice say, the disappointment of 
their expectation to see his Danish Majesty has vety 
much disquieted the Court of Rome. Our last ad- 
vices from Germany inform us, that the Minister of 
Hanover has urged the Council at Ratisbonne to 
exert themselves in behalf of the common cause, 
and taken the liberty to say. That the dignity, the 
virtue, the prudence of his Electorial Highnes^s, his 
master, were called to the head of their affairs ift 
vain, if they thought fit to leave him naked of the 
proper means, to make those excellencies useM for 
the honour and safety of the empire. They write 
from Berlin of the thirteenth, O. S. That tne true 
design of General Fleming's visit to that Court was, 
to insinuate that it will be for the mutual interest of 
the King of Prussia and King Augustus to enter into 
a new alliance ; but that the Ministers of Prussia 
are not inclined to his sentiments. We hear from 
Vienna, that his Imperial Majesty has expressed 
gr^at satisfaction in their High Mightinesses having 
communicated to him the whole that has passed ia 
the affair of a peace. Though there have been prac* 
tices used by the agents of France, in all the Courts 
of Europe, to break the good understanding of the 
allies, they have had no other effect, but to make 
all the members concerned in the alliance more 
doubtful of their safety from the great offers of the 
enemy. The Emperor is roused by this alarm, and 
the frontiers of all the French dominions are in dan- 
ger of being insulted the ensuing campaign. Ad- 
vices from all parts confirm, that it is impossible for 
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France to find a way to obtain so much credit, as to 
gain any one potentate of the allies, or conceive any 
hope for safe^ from other prospects. 

From my oum Apartment, April 13. 

I find it of yery great use, now I am setting up 
for a writer of news, that I am an adept in astrolo- 
gical speculations : by which means I avoid speak- 
ing of things which may offend great persons. But, 
at the same time, I must not prostitute the liberal 
sciences so far, as not to utter the truth in cases 
which do not immediately concern the good of my 
native country. I must therefore contradict what 
has been so assuredly reported by the news- writers 
of England, That France is in the most deplorable 
condition, and that their people die in great mul- 
titudes. I will therefore let die world luiow, that 
my correi^poiident, by the way of Brussels, informs 
me upon lus honour. That the gentleman who writes 
the Gazette of Paris, and ought to know as well as 
any man, has told him, that ever since the King has 
been past his sixty-third year, or grand climacteric, 
there has not died one man of the French nation who 
was younger than his Majesty, except a very few, 
who were taken suddenly near the village of Hockstec 
in Germany ; and some more, who were straitened 
for lodging at a place called Ramilies, and died on 
the road to Ghent and Bruges. There are also other 
things given out by the allies, which are shifts below 
a conquering nation to make use of. Among others 
it is said, There is a general murmuring among the 
people of France, though at the same time all my 
letters agree, that there is so good an understanding 
among them, that there is not one morsel carried out 
of any market in the kingdom, but what is delivered 
upon credit. 
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N° 3. SATURDAY, APRIL 16, 1709. 



Qtiicquid agunt homines— — 

nostri est farrago libeUi. 

Jov. Sat i. 86, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream, 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. p. 

WilTs Coffee-house, April 14. 

This evening the comedy called the Country Wife 
was acted in Drury-lane, for the benefit of Mrs. 
Bignell. The part which gives name to the play 
was performed by herself. Through the whole action 
she made a very pretty figure, and exactly entered 
into the nature of the part. Her husband in the 
drama, is represented to be one of those debauchees 
who run through the vices of the town, and believe 
when they think fit, they can marry and settle at 
their ease. His own knowledge of the iniquity of 
the age makes him choose a wife wholly ignorant 
of it, and place his security in her want of skill to 
abuse him. The poet, on many occasions, where the 
propriety of the character will admit of it, insinuates, 
that there is no defence against vice but the contempt^ 
of it ; and has, in the natural ideas of an untaintecM 
innocent, shown the gradual steps to ruin and de- ▼ 
struction which persons of condition run into, without 
the help of a good education to form their conduct. 
The torment of a jealous coxcomb, which arises from 
his own false maxims, and the aggravation of his 
pain by the very words in which he sees her inno- 
cence, makes a ven^ pleasant and instructive satire. 
The character of Homer, and the design of it, is a 
good representation of the age in which that co- 
medy was written ; at which time love and wenching 
were the business of life, and the gallant manner of 
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pursuing women was the best recommendation at 
Court. To this only it is to be imputed, that a 
gentleman of Mr. Wycherley's character and sense 
condescends to represent the insults done to the ho- 
nour of the bed, without just reproof: but to have 
drawn a man of probity with regard to such conside- 
rations had been a monster, and a poet had at that 
time discovered his want of knowing the manners of 
the Court he lived in, by a virtuous character in his 
fine gentleman, as he would show his ignorance, by 
drawing a vicious one to please the present audience. 
Mrs. Bignell did her part very happily, and had a 
certain grace in her rusticity, which gave us hopes 
of seeing her a very skilful player, and in some parts 
supply our loss of Mrs. Verbruggen. I cannot be 
of the same opinion with my Mends and fellow- 
labourers, the Keformers of Manners, in their seve- 
rity towards plays; but must allow, that a good 
play acted before a well-bred audience, must raise 
very proper incitements to good behaviour, and be 
the most quick and most prevailing method of giving 
young people a turn of sense and breeding. But as 
I have set up for a weekly historian, I resolve to be 
a faithful one ; and therefore take this public occasion 
to admonish a young nobleman, who came flustered 
into the box last night, and let him know how much 
all his friends were out of countenance for him. The 
women sat in terror of hearing something that should 
shock their modesty, and all the gentlemen in as much 
pain out of compassion to the ladies, and perhaps 
resentment for the indi^ity which was offered in 
coming into their presence in so disrespectful a man- 
ner. Wine made him say nothing that was rude, 
therefore he is forgiven, upon condition he never 
will hazard his offending more in this kind. As I 
just now hinted, I own myself of the " Society for 
Reformation of Manners." We have lower instru- 
ments than those of the family of Bickerstaff, fo^ 

VOL. I. D 
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pumshing great crimes, and exposing the abandoned. 
Therefore, as I design to have notices from all public 
assemblies, I shall take upon me only indecorums, 
improprieties, and negligences, in such as should 
give us better examples. After this declaration, if 
a fine lady thinks fit to gigle at church, or a great 
beau come in drunk to a play, either shall be sure to 
hear of it in my ensuing paper. For, merely as a 
well-bred man, I cannot bear these enormities. 

After the play we naturally stroll to this coffee- 
house, in hopes of meeting some new poem, or other 
entertainment, among the men of wit and pleasure, 
where there is a dearSi at present. But it is wonder- 
ful there should be so few writers, when the art is 
become merely mechanic, and men may make them- 
3elves great that way, by as certain and infallible 
rules as you may be a joiner or a mason. There hap- 
pens a good instance of this in what the hawker has 
just now offered to sale, te wit, " Instructions to 
Yanderbank ; a Sequel to the Advice to the Poets ; 
a Poem, occasioned by the glorious success of her 
Majesty's arms, under the command of the Duke of 
Marlborough, the last year in Flanders." * Here you 
are to understand, that the author, finding the poets 
would not take his advice, troubles himself no more 
about them; but has met with one Yanderbank, who 
works in arras, and makes very good tapestry hang- 
ings : therefore, in order to celebrate the hero of the 
age, he claps together all that can be said of a man 
that makes hangings : 

Then, artist, who does Nature's face express 

In silk and gold, and scenes of action dress ; 

Dost figured arras animated leave, 

Spin a bright story, or a passion weave ; 

By mingling threads, canst mingle shade and light, 

Delineate triumphs, or describe a fight? 

• By Sir Richard Blackmore. 
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W«ll, wliat «hall this workman do ? why ? to show 
how great an hero the poet intends, he provides him 
a very good horse : 

Champing his foam, and bounding on the plain, 
Arch his high neck, and graceful spread his mane. 

Now as to the intrepidity, the calm courage, the 

constant application of the hero, it is not necessary 

to take that upon yourself; you may, in the lump, 

hid him you employ, raise him as high as he can ; 

and if he does it not, let him answer for disobeying 

orders. 

Let fame and victory in inferior sky 
Hover -with balanced wings, and smiling j9y 
Above his head, &c. 

A whole poem of this kind may be ready against 
an ensuing campaign, as well as a space left in the 
canvas of a piece of tapestry for the principal figure, 
while the under-parts are working ; so Ihat, in ef- 
fect, the adviser copies after the man he pretends 
to direct. This method should, methinks, encou- 
rage young beginners : for the invention is so fitted 
to all capacities, that by the help of it a man may 
make a receipt for a poem. A young man may ob- 
serve that the jig of the thing is, as I said, finding 
out all that can be said in his way whom you em- 
ploy to set forth your worthy* Waller and Denham 
had worn out the expedience of ** Advice to a 
Painter:" this author has transferred the work, 
and sent his Advice to the Poets ; that is to say, 
to the Turners of Verse, as he calls them. Well ; 
that thought is worn out also ; therefore he directs 
his genius to the loom, and will have a new set' of 
hangings in honour of the last year in Flanders. I 
must own to you, I approve extremely this inven- 
tion, and it might be improved for the benefit of 
manufactory; as, suppose an ingenious gentleman 
should write a poem of advice to a CalUco-printer: 
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do you think there is a girl in England^ that would 
wear any thing but the '^ Taking of Lisle," or» 
" The Battle of Oudenarde ?" They would cer- 
tainly be all the fashion, until the heroes abroad had 
cut out some more patterns. I should fancy small 
skirmishes might do for under-petticoats, prorided 
they had a siege for the upper. If our adviser were 
well imitated, many industrious people might be put 
to work. Little Mr. Dactile, now in the room, who 
formerly writ a song and a half, is a week gone in a 
very pretty work, upon this hint : he is writing an 
epigram to a young virgin who knits very well (it is 
a thousand pities he is a Jacobite) : but his epigram 
is by way of advice to this damsel, to knit all the 
actions of the Pretender and the Duke of Bur- 
gundy's last campaign in the clock of a stocking. 
It were endless to enumerate the many hands and 
trades that may be employed by poets, of so useful 
a turn as this adviser. I shall think of it ; and, in 
this time of taxes, shall consult a great critic em- 
ployed in the custom-house, in order to propose 
what tax may be proper to be put upon knives, seals, 
rings, hangings, wrought beas, gowns, and petti- 
coats, where any of these commodities bear mottoes, 
or are worked upon poetical grounds. 

St Jameses Coffee-house, April 15. 

Letters from Turin of the third instant, N. S. 
inform us, that his Royal Highness^ employs all 
his address in alarming the enemy, and perplexing 
their speculations concerning his real designs the 
ensuing campaign. Contracts are entered into with 
the merchants of Milan, for a great number of mules 
to transport his provisions and ammunition. His 
Royal Highness has ordered the train of artillery to 
be conveyed to Susa before the twentieth of the next 

♦ Prince Eugene* 
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month. In the mean time, all accounts agree, that 
the enemy are very backward in their preparations, 
and almost incapable of defending themselves against 
an invasion, by reason of the general murmurs of 
their own people ; which they find, are no ,way to 
be quieted, but by giving them hopes of a speedy 

Seace. When these letters were despatched, the 
f arshal de Thesse was arrived at Genoa, where he 
has taken much pains to keep the correspondents of 
the merchants of France in hopes, that measures will 
be found out to support the credit and commerce 
between that state and Lyons; but the late declara- 
tion of the agents of Monsieur Bernard, that they 
cannot discharge the demands made upon them, has 
quite dispirited all those who are engaged in the re- 
mittances of France. 

From my oum Apartment, April 15. 

It is a very natural passion in all good members 
of the commonwealth, to take what care they can of 
their families ; therefore I hope the reader will for- 
give me, that I desire he would go to the play called 
the Stratagem this evening, which is to be acted for 
the benefit of my near kinsman, Mr. John Bicker- 
staff.* I protest to you, the gentleman has not 
spoken to me to desire this favour; but I have a 
respect for him, as well in regard to consanguinity, 
as that he is an intimate friend of that famous and 
heroic actor, Mr. George Powel; who formerly 
played Alexander the Great in all places, though 
he is lately grown so reserved, as to act it only on 
ttie stage. 

♦ A real player of that name. 
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N° 4. TUESDAY, APRIL 19, 1709. 



Quicqttid agunt homines 

nostri est farrago libeUu 

Jov. Sat. i. 85, 86. 



Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream. 
Oar motley paper seizes for its theme. 



P. 



*' It is usual with persons who mount the stage for 
the cure or information of the crowd about them, to 
make solemn professions of their being wholly disin- 
terested in the pains they take for the public good. 
At the same time, those very men who make 
harangues in plush doublets, and extol their own 
abilities and generous inclinations, tear their lungs 
in vending a drug, and show no act of bounty, except 
it be, that they lower a demand of a crown to six, 
nay, to one penny. We have a contempt for such 
paltary barter ers, and have therefore all along informed 
the publick, that we intend to give them our advices 
for our own sakes, and are labouring to make our 
lucubrations come to some price in money, for our 
more convenient support in the service of the pub- 
lick. It is certain diat many other schemes have 
been proposed to me, as a friend offered to show me 
a Treatise he had writ, which he called, ** The whole 
Art of Life; or. The introduction to great Men, 
illustrated in a Pack of Cards." But, being a 
novice at all manner of play, I declined the offer. 
Another advised me, for want of money, to set up 
my coach, and practise physic ; but, having been 
bred a scholar, I feared I should not succeed that 
way neither ; therefore resolved to go on in my pre* 
sent project. But you are to understand, that I 
shall not pretend to raise a credit to this work upon 
the weight of my politic news only, but as my Latin 
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sentence in th^tle-page informs yon, shall take any 
thing that offenSor the mtject of my discourse. Thus 
new persons, a^well as new things, are to come 
under my consid^^tion ; a& when a Toast or Wit is 
first pronounced ich, you shall have the freshest 
advice of their pi%nnent from me, with a descrip- 
tion of the Beauty manners, and the Wit's style, 
as also in whose pl^s they are advanced : for this 
town is never good^atured enough to raise one 
without depressing aether. But it is my design to 
avoid sayiig any thinipf any person, which ought 
justly to dsplease ; \t shall endeavour, by 5ie 
variety of fie matter ad style, to give entertain- 
ment for mm of pleasu^, without offence to those 
of business.'' 

Wite's Chocolatehause, April 18. 

All heaiB at present pmt for two ladies only, 
who have (r some time enrrossed the dominion of 
the town. They are indeed \oth exceeding charm- 
ing, but diflr very much in their excellencies. The 
beauty of Carissa is soft, tha,t of Chloe piercing. 
When you lok at Clarissa, you see the most exact 
harmony otfeature, complexion and shape; you 
find in CVk nothing extraordinary in any one of 
those partial ars, but the whole woman irresistible. 
Clarissa 1o<b languishing ; Chloe kissing ; Clarissa 
never fails i gaining admiration ; Chloe of moving 
desire. Tli gazers at Clarissa are at first uncon- 
cerned, as ■ they were observing a fine picture ; 
they who l4old Chloe, at the first glance discover 
transport, ^i they met their dearest friend. These 
different pfections are suitably represented by the 
last great linter Italy has sent us, Mr. Jervas. 
Clarissa is ^ that skilful hand placed in a manner 
that looks ^iess, and innocent of the torments she 
gives ; Chk is drawn with a liveliness that shows 
she is congous of, but not affected vrith, her per- 



32 TATLER. N^ 4. 

fections. Clarissa is a sbepherder» Chloe, a coim- 
try girl. I must own, the de8igii*f ^Woe's picture 
shows to me, great masterr ir*^® painter; for 
nothing could be better imagine *^*^ *h® dress he 
has given her, of a straw-hat a»^ * ribbon, to repre- 
sent that sort of beauty which ^^rs the heart with 
a certain familiarity, and che?» i* ^^ ?• belief that 
it has received a lover as we'*s an object of love. 
The force of their different eauties is seen also in 
the effects it makes on thei ^ov^^s- ^h® admirers 
of Chloe are eternally gay-nd well-pleased ; those 
of Clarissa melancholy ad thoughtful. And as 
this passion always cha^s the natural man into 
a quite different creaturewom what hi was before, 
the love of Chloe makes coxcombs ; tlat of Clarissa 
madmen. There were of each kind just now in 
this room. Here waf one that whides, laughs, 
sings, and cuts capers, for love of Chl-e. Another 
has just now writ thre& lines to Clarisa, then taken 
a turn in the garden, then came bad again, then ~ 
tore his fragment, tben called for sme chocolate, 
then went away without it. 

Chloe has so many admirers in the ouse at pre- 
sent, that there is too^much noise to p>ceed in my 
narration; so that the progress ofthdovesof Cla- 
rissa and Chloe, together with the bttles that are 
drunk each ni^t for the one, and te many sighs 
which are uttered, and songs vnitteion the other, 
must be our subject on future occasion. 

WilPs Coffee-house^ April 3, 

Letters from the Hay-market infon us, that, on 
Saturday night last, the opera of Pynus and De- 
metrius was performed vnth great aplause. TTiis 
intelligence is not very acceptable tcus friends of 
the theatre ; for the stage being an en^rtainment of 
the reason and all our faculties, this fay of being 
pleased with the suspense of them fo; three hours 
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together, and being given up to the shallow satis- 
faction of the eyes and ears only, seems to arise 
rather from the degeneracy of our understanding, 
than an improvement of our diversions. That the 
understanding has no part in the pleasure is evident, 
from what these letters very positively assert, to wit, 
that a great part of the pei*formance was done in 
Italian: and a great critick^ fell into fits in the 
gallery, at seeing, not only time and place, but 
languages and nations, confused in the most incor- 
rigible manner. His spleen is so extremely moved 
on this occasion, that he is going to publish another 
treatise against operas, which, he thinks, have already 
inclined us to thoughts of peace, and if tolerated, 
must infallibly dispirit us from carrying on the war. 
He has communicated his scheme to the wjiole 
room, and declared in what manner things of this, 
kind were first introduced. He has upon this 
occasion considered the nature of sounds in general, 
and made a very elaborate digression upon the 
London Cries, wherein he has shown, from reason 
and philosophy, why oysters are cried, card-matches 
^ung, and turneps and all other vegetables neither 
^ied, sung, nor said, but sold, with a^ accent and 
tcxie neither natural to man nor beast. This piece 
setns to be taken from the model of that excellent 
disburse of Mrs. Manlyf the school-mistress, con- 
cen^g samplers. Advices from the upper end of 
Piccdilly say, that May Fair is utterly abolished ; 
and 1^ hear Mr. Penkethman has removed his in- 
geniou. company of strollers to Greenwich. But 
other liters from Deptford say, the company is only 
making hither, and not yet settled; but that several 
heathen pds and goddesses, which are to descend 

* John Iannis. 

t See, in hr. King's works, toI. II. 8vo. edit. 1776, " An 
Essay on thc^nvention of Samplers^ by Mrs. Arabelfti Manly, 
School-mistreg at Hackney." 
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in machines^ landed at the King's Head Stairs last 
Saturday. Venus and Oupid went on foot firom 
thence to Greenwich ; Mar^ got drunk in the tO¥ni» 
and broke his landlord's head, for which he sat in 
the stocks the whole evening; but Mr. Penketh 
man giving security that he should do nothing this 
ensuing summer, he was set at liberty. The most 
melancholy part of all was, that Diajia was taken is 
the act of fornication with a boatman, and com- 
mitted by justice Wrathful ; which has,, it seems, 
put a stop to the diversions of the theatre of Black- 
heath. But there goes down another Diana and a 
Patient Grissel next tide from Billingsgate. 

It is credibly reported that Mr. D y* has 

agreed with Mr. Penkethman to have his play acted 
before that audience as soon as it has had its first 
sixteen days* run in Drury Lane. 

St. James's Coffee-house, April 18. 

They write from' Saxony of the thirteenth instant, 
N. S. that the grand general of tlie Crown of 
Poland was so far from entering into a treaty witl^ 
king Stanislaus, that he had written circular letten^ 
wherein he exhorted the Palatines to join against 
him; declaring that this was the most favourable 
conjuncture for asserting their liberty. 

Letters from the Hague of the twenty-thin in- 
stant, N. S. say, they have advices from V^na, 
which import, that his Electoral Highness o'Han- 
over had signified to the Imperial Court, ^hat he 
did not intend to put himself at the heaf of the 
troops of the Empire, except more effect^l mea- 
sures were taken for acting vigorously a/ainst the 
enemy the ensuing campaign. Upon ms repre- 
sentation the Emperor has given order to several 
regiments to march towards the RhiFi» and dis- 
patched expresses to the respective pUlces of the 
empire, to desire an augmentation of tJeir forces. 

Tom D'Urfey. 
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These letters add^ that an express arrived at the 
Hague on the ^twentieth instant, with advice, that 
the enemy having made a detachment from Tournay, 
of fifteen hundred horse, each trooper carrying a 
foot soldier behind him, in order to surprize the 
garrison of Alost; the allies, upon notice of their 
march, sent out a strong body of troops from Ghent, 
which engaged the enemy at Asche, and took two 
hundred of them prisoners, obliging the rest to 
retire without making any farther attempt. On the 
twenty-second, in the morning, a fleet of merchant 
ships coming from Scotland were attacked by six 
French privateers at the entrance of the Meuse. 
We have yet no certain advice of the event : but 
letters from Rotterdam say, that a Dutch man of 
war, of forty guns, which was convoy to the said 
fleet, was taken, as were also eighteen of the mer- 
chants. The Swiss troops in the service of the 
States have completed the augmentation of their 
respective companies. Those of Wirtemberg and 
Prussia are expected on the frontiers within a few 
days; and the auxiliaries from Saxony; as also a 
battalion of Holstein, and another of Wolfenbuttle, 
are advancing thither with an expedition. On the 
twenty-first instant the Deputies of the States had 
a conference near Woerden with the President 
Rouille, but the matter which was therein debated 
is not made public. His grace the Duke of Marl- 
borough and Prince Eugene continue at the Hague. 

From my oum Apartment^ April 1&. 

I have already been very studious for intelligence, 
and have just now, by my astrological flying post, 
received a packet ^om Felicia,* an island in Ame- 
rica, with an account that gives me great satisfac- 
tion, and lets me understand, that the island was 
never in greater prosperity, or the administration 
in so go<>d hands, since the death of their late 

* In this allegorical paper, by Felicia is meant Britain. 
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glorious King. These letters import, that the chief 
Minister has entered into a firm league -with the 
ablest and best men of the nation, to carry on the 
cause of liberty, to the encouragement of religion, 
virtue, and honour. Those persons at the helm are 
so useful, and in themselves of such weight, that 
their strict alliance must needs tend to the universal 
prosperity of the people. Camillo,* it seems, pre- 
sides over the deliberations of state ; and is so highly 
valued by all men, for his singular probity, courage, 
affability, and love of mankind, that his being placed 
in that station has dissipated the fears of that people, 
who of all the world are the most jealous of their 
liberty and happiness, and the least provident for their 
security. The next member of their society is Ho- 
ratio, t who makes all the public dispatches. This 
Minister is master of all the languages in use to 
great perfection. He is held in the highest vene- 
ration imaginable for a severe honesty, and love of 
his country : he lives in a Court unsullied with any 
of its artifices ; the refuge of the oppressed, and 
terror of oppressors. Martio,! has joined himself 
to this council ; a man of most undaunted resolu- 
tion, and great knowledge in maritime affairs ; fa- 
mous for destroying the navy of the Franks, § and 
singularly happy in one particular, that he never 
preferred a man who has not proved remarkably 
serviceable to his country. Philander || is men- 
tioned with particular distinction ; a nobleman who 
has the most refined taste of the true pleasures and 
elegance of life, joined to an indefatigable industry 
in business ; a man eloquent in assemblies, agree- 
able in conversation, and dexterous in all manner of 

• John Lord Somera, President of the Council, 
t Sidney Earl of 6odolphin,Lord High Treasurer. 
X Edward Russel, Earl of Oxford. 
§ At La Hogue, in 1692. 

II Williain Cavendish, Duke of Devonshire, Lord Steward 
of the Household. 
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public negocitions. These letters add, that Ve- 
rono/ who is also of this council, has lately set 
sail to his goyerament of Patricia, with design to 
confirm the affections of the people in the interests 
of his Queen. This minister is master of great abi- 
lities, and is as industrious and restless for the pre- 
servation of the liberties of the people, as the greatest 
enemy can be to subvert them. The influence of 
these personages, who are men of such distinguished 
parts and virtues^ makes the people enjoy the utmost 
tranquillity in the midst of a war, and gives them 
undoubted hopes of a secure peace from their vigi- 
lance and integrity. 

AdoertisemeHi. 

Upon the humble petition of running stationers, 
&c. this Paper may be had of Uiem, for the future, 
at the price of one penny .f 
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Qicicfitid agunt homne9 

no9tri est farrago UbeUi, 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86 
WhateVr men do, or say, or think, or dream, 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

White's Chocolate-kouse, April, 20. 

*' Who Barnes that lost thing lore, without a tear, 
Suce so debauch'd by ill-bred customs here ? 
To an exact perfection they have brought 
The action love, the passion is forgot. 

This was long ago a witty author's lamentation, 
but the evil still continues ; and, if a man of any 
delicacy were to attend the discourses of the young 

• Thomas, Earl of Wharton, Lord lieutenant of Ireland, 
t The preceding papers had been given gratis, 
VOL. 1. E 
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fellows of this age, he would believe there were 
none but prostitutes to make the objects of passion. 
So true it is what the author of the above verses 
said, a little before his death, of the modem pre- 
tenders to gallantry : '^ they set up for wits in this 
age, by saying, when they are sober, what they of 
the last spoke only when they "were drunk/' But 
Cupid is not only blind at present, but dead drunk ; 
he has lost all his faculties ; else how should Celia 
be so long a maid, with that agreeable behaviour? 
Corinna with that sprightly wit? Lesbia with that 
heavenly voice ? ana Sacharissa, with all those ex- 
cellencies in one person, frequent the park, the 
play, and murder the poor Tits that drag her to 
public places, and not a man turn pale at her ap- 
pearance ? But such is the fallen state of love, that 
if it were not for honest Cynthio, who is true to the 
cause, we should hardly have a pattern left of the 
ancient worthies that way : and indeed he has but 
very little encouragement to persevere ; but he has 
a devotion, rather than a love for his mistress, and 
says, 

" Only tell her that I love, 

Leave the rest to her and fate ; 
Some kind planet from above 
May, perhaps, her passion move : 

Lovers on their stars must wait." 

But the stars I am so intimately acquainted with, 
that I can assure him he will never have her : for, 
would you believe it? though Cynthio has wit, 
good sense, fortune, and his very being depends 
upon her, the termagant for whom he sighs is in 
love with a fellow who stares in the glass all the 
time he is with her, and lets her plainly see she 
may possibly be his rival, but never his mistress. 
Yet Cynthio, the same unhappy man whom I men- 
tioned in my first narrative, pleases himself with a 
rain imagination that, with the language of his 
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eyes, now he has found who she is^ he shall con- 
quer her, though her eyes are intent upon one wh6 
looks from her; which is ordinary witli the sex. It 
is certainly a mistake in the ancients to draw the 
little gentleman Love as a blind boy ; for his real 
character is a little thief that squints; for ask Mrs. 
Meddle, who is a confident, or spy, upon all the 
passions in town, and she will tell you that the 
whole is a game of cross purposes. The lover is 
generally pursuing one who is in pursuit of another, 
and running from one that desires to meet him. 
Nay, the nature of this passion is so justly repre- 
sented in a squinting little thief (who is always in 
a double action), that do but observe Clarissa next 
time you see her, and you will find,, when her eyes 
have made their soft tour round the company, she 
makes no stay on him they say she is to marry, 
but rests two seconds of a minute on Wildair, who 
neither looks nor thinks on her, or any woman else. 
However, Cynthio had a bow from her the other 
day, upon which he is very much come to himself ; 
and I heard him send his man of an errand yester- 
day without any manner of hesitation ; a quarter of 
an hour after which he reckoned twenty, remem- 
bered he was to sup with a friend, and went ex- 
actly to his appointment. I sent to know how he 
did this morning; and I find that he had not forgot 
he spoke to me yesterday. 

Wilfs Coffee-homey April 20. 

This week being sacred to holy things, and no 
public diversions allowed, there has been taken no- 
tice of even here a little Treatise called, " A Pro- 
ject for the Advancement of Religion : dedicated to 
the Countess of Berkeley.*" The title was so un- 
common, and promised so peculiar a way of think.- 
ing, that every* man here has readil; aw^ ^<9> xtvaxe^ 
• ViTBi pabliflhed by Swift in 1109. 
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as have done fto have approved it. It is wiittea 
with the spirit of one who has seen the world 
enough to undervalue it with good-breeding. The 
author must cer^inly be a man of wisdom as well 
as piety, and have spent much time in the exercise 
of both. The real causes of the decay of the inte- 
rest of religion are set forth in a clear and lively 
manner, without unseasonable passions; and the 
whole air of the book, as to the language, the sen- 
timents, and the reasonings, shows it was written 
by one whose virtue sits easy about hiiDy and to 
whom vice is thoroughly contemptible. It wa^ said 
by one of this company, alluding to that knowledge 
of the world the author seems to have, ^* The man 
writes much like a gentleman, and goes to Heaven 
with a very good mien." 

St, Jameses Coffee-house, April 20. 

Letters from Italy say, that the Marquis de Prie, 
upon the receipt of an express from the Court ef 
Vienna, went immediately to the palace of Cardinal 
Paulucci, Minister of State to his Holiness, and de- 
manded, in the name of his Imperial Majesty, that 
King Charles should forthwith be acknowledged 
King of Spain, by a solemn act of the congregation 
of Cardinals appointed for that purpose. He de- 
clared at the same time, that if the least hesitation 
were made in this most important article of the late 
treaty, he should not only be obliged to leave Rome 
himself, but also transmit his master's orders to the 
Imperial troops to face about, and return into the 
ecclesiastical dominions. When the Cardinal re- 
ported this message to the Pope, his Holiness was 
struck with so sensible an affliction, that he burst 
into tears. His sorrow was aggravated by letters 
which immediately after arrived from the Court of 
Madrid, wherein his Nuncio acquainted him, that, 
upon the news of his accommodation with the £m- 
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peror, he had received a message to forbear coming 
to Court, arid the people were so highly provoked, 
that they could hardly be restrained from insulting 
his palace. These letters add, that the King of 
•Denmark was gone from Florence to Pisa, and from 
Pisa to Leghorn, where the Governor paid his Ma- 
jesty all imaginable honours. The King designed to 
go f^om thence to Lucca, wherie a magnificent 
tournament was prepared for his diversion. An 
English man of war, which came from Port-Mahon 
to Leghorn in six days, brought advice, that the 
fleet commanded by Admiral Whitaker, was safely 
arrived at Barcelona, with the troops and ammunition 
which he had taken in at Naples. 

General Boneval, Governor of Comachio, had 
sunmioned the magistrates of all the towns near that 
place to appear before him, and take an oath of 
fidelity to his Imperial Majesty ; commanding also 
the gentry to pay him homage, on pain of death and 
confiscation of goods. Advices from Switzeriand 
inform us, that the bankers of Geneva were utterly 
ruined by the failure of Mr. Bernard. They add, 
that the Deputies of the Swiss Cantons were re- 
turned from Soleure, were they were assembled at 
the instance of the French Ambassador, but were 
very much dissatisfied with the reception they had 
from that Minister. It is true he omitted no civi- 
lities or expressions of friendship from his master 
but he took no notice of their pensions and arrears : 
what further provoked their mdignation was, that 
instead of twenty-five pistoles, formerly allowed to 
each member for their charge in coming to the Diet, 
be had presented them with six only. They write 
from Dresden, that King Aneustus was still busy in 
recmitiHg his cavalry, and mat the Danish troops 
that lately served in 'Hungary had orders to be in 
Saxony by the middle of May ; and that his Majesty 
of Denmark was expected at Dresden in the be* 

E 2 
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ginning of that month. King Augustus makes great 
preparations for his reception^ and has appointed 
sixty coaches, each dravm by six horses, for that 
purpose; the interview of these Princes affords 
great matter for speculation. Letters from Parisi 
of the twenty-second of this month, say, that 
Marshal Harcourt and the Duke of Berwick were 
preparing to go into Alsace and Dauphin6> but 
that their troops were in want of all manner of 
necessaries. The Court of France had received 
advices from Madrid, that on the seventh of this 
month the States of Spain had with much magnifi- 
cence acknowledged the Prince of Asturias presump- 
tive heir to the Crown. This was performed at 
Buen-Retiro : the Deputies took the oaths on that 
occasion from the hands of Cardinal Portocarrero. 
These advices add, that it was signified in the 
Pope's Nuncio by order of Council, to depart from 
that Court in twenty-four hours, and that a guard 
was accordingly appointed to conduct him to 
Bayonne. 

Letters from the Hague of the twenty-sixth in- 
stant informs us, that Prince Eugene was to set oat 
the next day for Brussels, to put all things in a rear 
diness for opening the campaign. They add, th^t 
the grand Pensioner having reported to the Duke of 
Marlborough what passed in the last conference with 
Mr. Rouille, his Grace had taken a resolution im- 
mediately to return to Great Britain, to communi- 
cate to her Majesty all that has been transacted ia 
that important affair. 

From my awn Apartmeni, April 20. 

The nature of my miscellaneous work is such, 
that I shall always take the liberty to tell for news 
such things (let tnem have happened never so much 
before the time of writing) as have escaped public 
notice, or hc^ve been represented to the world; 



N^ 5. TATLBR. 4^1 

proYided that I am still within rules, and trespass 
not as a Tatler any farther than in an incorrectness 
of style, and writing in an air of common speech. 
Thus, if any thing that is said, eren of old Anchises 
or .Slneas, he set by me in a different light than has 
hitibierto been hit upon, m order to inspire the love 
and admiration of worthy actions, you will, gentle 
reader, I hope, accept of it for intelligence you 
had not before. But I am going into a narrative, 
the matter et which I know to be true : it is not 
only doing justice to the deceased merit of such 
persons, as, had they lired, would not have had it 
in their power to thamc me, but also an instance of 
greatness of spirit in the lowest of her Majesty's 
subjects. Take it as follows : 

At the sieg^ of Namw by the allies, there were 
in the ranks of diec<»npany commanded by Captain 
Pincent, in Colonel Frederick Hamilton's regiment, 
one Unnion, a corporal, and one Valentine a private 
cendnel : there happened between these two nlen 
a dispute about a matter of love, which, upon some 
aggravations, grew to an irreconeileable hatred. 
Unnion, being the officer of Valentine, look all op- 
portunities even to strike his rival, and profess the 
spite and revenge which moved him to it. The 
centinel bore it without resistance ; but frequently 
said, he would die to be revenged > on that tyrant. 
They had spent whole months thus, one injuring^ 
the other complaining; when » the midst (rf this 
rage towards eaeh other, they were commanded 
upon the attack of the castle, where the coirpoval 
veceived a shot in the thigh, and fell ; the French 

Cssing on, and he expecting to be trampled to 
lib, called out to his enemy. Ah, Valentine^ caa 
▼on leave me here? Valentine immediately ran 
baek, and in the n^dst of a thick fire of the French 
took die corporal upon his back, and brought him* 
tiMPongh aH that danger as fiar as the AMey of 
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Salsine, where a cannon ball took off his head : 
his body fell under his enemy whom he was carry- 
ing off. Unnion immediately forgot his wound, rose 
up, tearing his hair, and then threw himself upon 
the bleeding carcase, crying, ** Ah, Valentine} 
was it for me, who have so barbarously used thise, 
that thou hast died? I will not live after thee." 
He was not by any means to be forced from the 
body, but was removed with it bleeding in his 
arms, and attended with tears by all their comrades 
who knew their enmity. When he was brought to 
a tent, his wounds were dressed by force ; but the 
next day still calling upon Valentine, and lament- 
ing his cruelties to him, he died in the pangs of re- 
morse and despair. 

It may be a question among men of noble senti- 
ments, whether of these unfortunate persons had 
the greater soul; he that was so generous as to 
venture his life for his enemy, or he who could not 
survive the man that died, laying upon him such an 
obligation 7 

When we see spirits like these in a people, to 
what heights may we not suppose their glory may 
rise ! but (as it is excellently observed by Sallust) 
it is not only to the general bent of a nation that 
great revolutions are owing, but to the extraordi- 
nary genios that led them. On which occasioUr 
he proceeds to say, that the Roman greatness was 
neither to be attributed to their superior policy, for 
in that the Carthagenians excelled ; nor to their va- 
lour, for in that the Gauls were preferable ; but to 
particular men, who were bom for the good of 
their country, and formed for great attempts. This 
he says to introduce the characters of Cassar and 
Cato. It would be entering into too weighty a 
discourse for this place, if I attempted to shew, 
that our nation has produced as great and able men 
for public affairs as any other. But I believe the 
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reader outruns me, and fixes his imagination upon 
the Duke of Marlborough. It is, methinks, a 
pleasing reflection to consider the dispensations of 
Providence in the fortune of this illustrious maii^ 
who, in the space of forty years, has passed through 
all the gradations of human life, until he has as- 
cended to the character of a Prince^, and bec<Hae 
the scourge of a tyrant, who sat on one of the great- 
est thrones of Europe, before the man who was to 
have the greatest part in his downfall had made one 
step in the world. But such elevations are the na- 
tural consequences of an exact prudence, a calm 
courage, a well-governed temper, a patient ambi- 
tion, and an affable behaviour, Jhese arts, as they 
are the steps of his greatness, so they are the pillars 
of it new it is raised. To this, her glorious son. 
Great Britain is indebted for the happy conduct of 
her arms, in whom she can boast, that she has pro- 
duced a man formed by Nature to lead a natioi| of 
heroes. 
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Quicqnid agunt komine* 

nastri eti farrago libeUi. 

Juv. Sat. i. 86, 86, 

Whate'er men do, or say, or tiiink, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

WiWs Ceffee-houie, April 22. 

I AM just come from visiting Sappho, a fine lady, 
wiio writes verses, sings, dances, and can say and 

* In the year 1704, in ooMseqoenee of the memorable vic- 
tory at Hochsted, the Duke of Bfarlborongh was appointed a 
Prince of the Empire, and had Mildenheim assigned for his 
principality, Nov. 12, 1705. 
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do whatever she pleases, without the imputation of 
any thing that can injure her character ; for she is 
so well known to have no passion but self-love ; or 
folly, but affectation ; that now, upon any occasioiiy 
they only cry, " It is her way ! " and, " That is so 
like her ! " without farther reflection. As I came 
into the room, she cries, ** Oh ! Mr. Bickerstaff, I 
am utterly undone ; I have broke that pretty Italian 
fan I showed you when you were here last, 'wherein 
were so admirably drawn our first parents in Para- 
dise, asleep in each other's arms. But there is such 
an affinity between painting and poetry, that I have 
been improving the images which were raised by 
that picture, by reading the same representation in 
two of our greatest poets. Look you, here are the 
same passages in Milton and in Dryden. AH Mil- 
ton's thoughts are wonderfully just and natural, in 
that inimitable description which Adam makes of 
himself in the eighth book of Paradise Lost. But 
there is none of them finer than that contained 
in the following lines, where he tells us his 
thoughts, when he was falling asleep a little after 
the creation : 

While thus I caird, and stray'd I knew not whither. 
From whence I first drew air, and first beheld 
This happy light : when answer none returned, 
On a green shady bank, profuse of fiowers, 
Pensive I sate me down : there gentle sleep 
First found me, and with soft oppression seiz'd 
My drowned sense, untroubled, though I thought 
I then was passing to my former state, 
Insensible, and forthwith to dissolve. 

But now I cannot forgive this odious thing, this 
Dryden, who in his " State of Innocence," has 
given my grand-grandmother Eve the same appre- 
hension of annihilation on a very different occasion ; 
as Adam pronounces it of himself, when he was 
seized with a pleasing kind of stupor and deadness ; 
Eve fancies herself falling away, and dissolving in 
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the hurry of a. rapture. However, the yerses are 
very good, and I do not know but what she says 
may be natural : I will read them. 

When yoar kind eyes look'd languishing on mine. 
And wreathing arms did soft embraces join ; 
A doubtful trembling seiz'd me first all o'er, 
Then wishes, and a warmth unknown before ; 
What foUow'd was all ecstacy and trance. 
Immortal pleasures round my swinmiing eyes did dance ; 
And'speechless joys, in whose sweet tumults tost, 
I thought my breath and my new Being lost. 

She went on, and said a thousand good things at 
random, but so strangely mixed, that you would be 
apt to say, all her wit is mere good luck, and not 
the effect of reason and judgment. When I made 
my escape hither, I found a gentleman playing the 
critic on two other great poets : even Virgil and 
Homer. He was observing, that Virgil is more ju- 
dicious than the other in the epithets he gives his 
hero. Homer's usual epithet, said he, is uoiag wxvgy 
or uoiocpxns, and his indiscretion has been often 
rallied by the critics, for mentioning the nimbleness 
of foot in Achilles, though he describes him stand- 
ing, sitting, lying down, fighting, eating, drinking, 
or in any other circumstance, however foreign or 
repugnant to speed and activity. Virgil's common 
epithet to ^neas is Pius, or Pater. I have there- 
fore considered, said he, what passage there is in 
any of his hero*s actions, where either of these ap- 
pellations would have been most improper, to see 
if I could catch him at the same fault with Homer ; 
and this, I think, is his meeting with Dido in- the 
cave, where Pius ^neas would have been absurd, 
and Pater JSneas a burlesque : the poet therefore 
wisely dropped them both for Dux Trojamis; Which 
he has repeated twice in Juno's speech, and his 
own narration ; for he very well knew, a loose ac- 
tion might be consistent enough with the usual 
manners of a soldier, though it became neither the 
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chastily of a pious man, nor the grayifcy of die ftitlier 
of a people. 

Grecian Coffee-hcuse, April 22. 

While other parts of the town are amused with 
the present actions, we generally spend the evening 
at this tahle in inquiries into antiquity, and think 
any thing News which gives us new knowledge. 
Thus we are making a very pleasant entertainment 
to ourselves, in putting the actions of Homer's lUad 
into an exact Journal. 

This Poem is introduced hy Chryses, king of 
Chryseis and priest of Apollo, who comes to re- 
demand his daughter, who had been carried off at 
the taking of that city, and given to Agajuemnon 
for his part of the booty. The refusal he receives 
enrages Apollo, who for nine days showered down 
darts upon them, which occasioned the pestilence. 

The tenth day Achilles assembled the council, 
and encourages Chalcas to speak for the surrender 
of Chryseis to appease Apollo. Agamenuion and 
Achilles storm at one another, notwithstanding 
which, Agamemnon will not release his prisoner, 
unless he has Briseis in her stead. After long con- 
testations, wherein Agamemnon gives a glorious 
character of Achilles's valour, he determines to re- 
store Chryseis to her father, and sends two heralds 
to fetch away Briseis from Achilles, who abandons 
himself to sorrow and despair. His mother Thestis 
comes to comfort him under his affliction, and pro- 
mises to represent his sorrowful lamentation to Ju- 
piter: but he could not attend to it; for, the even- 
ing before he had appointed to divert himself for 
two days beyond the seas with the harmless Ethio- 
pians. 

It was the twenty-first day after Chryseis's arrival 
at the camp, that Thetis went very early to demand 
an audience of Jnpiter. The means he used to sa- 
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tisfy her were^ to persuade the Greeks to attack the 
Trojans ; that so they mi^t perceive the conse> 

rmce of contemning Achilles, and the miseries 
y suffer, if he does not head them. The next 
night he orders Agamemnon, in a dream, to attack 
them : who was deceived with the hopes of obtain* 
ing a victory, and also taking the city, without 
sharing the honour with Achilles. 

On the twenty-second in the morning he assembles 
the council, and having made a feint of raising the 
seige and retiring, he declares to them his dream ; 
and, together widi Nestor and Ulysses, resolves on 
an engagement. 

This was the twenty-third day, which is full -of 
incidents, and which continues from almost the be- 
ginning of the second canto to the eighth. The 
armies being then drawn up in view of one another. 
Hector brings it about that Menelaus and Paris, the 
two persons concerned in the quarrel, should decide 
it by a single combat, which tending to the advant- 
age of Menelaus, was interrupted by a cowardice 
infused by Minerva: then both armies engage, 
where the Trojans have the disadvantage ; but be- 
ing afterwards animated by Apollo, &ey repulse 
the enemy, yet they are once again forced to give 
ground ; but their affairs were retrieved by Hector, 
who has a single combat with Ajax. The gods 
threw themselves into the battle : Juno and Minerva 
took the Grecians' part and Apollo and Mars the 
Trojans' ; but Mars and Venus are both wounded 
by Diomedes. 

The truce for burying the slain ended the twenty-* 
third day, after which the Greeks threw up a great 
intrenchment, to secure their navy from danger. 
Councils are held on both sides. On the morning 
of the twenty-fourth day the battle is renewed, but 
IB a very disadvantageous manner to the Gifeeks, 
who are beaten back to their intrenchments. Aga- 



50 TATLER. N"* 0. 

niemnon, being in despair at this ill success, pro- 
poses to the council to quit the enterprise^ and retire 
from Troy. But by the advice of Nestor, he is per- 
suaded to regain Achilles, by returning Briseis, and 
sending him considerable presents. Hereupon. 
Ulysses and Ajax are sent to that hero, who con- 
tinues inflexible in his anger. Ulysses, at his re- 
turn, joins himself with Diomedes, and goes in the 
night to gain intelligence of the enemy : they enter 
into their very camp, where finding the centinels. 
asleep, they made a great slaughter. Rheusus, who 
was just then arrived with recruits from Thrace for 
the Trojans, was killed in that action. Here 
ends the tenth canto. The sequel of this Journal 
will be inserted in the next article from this place. 

St, James's Coffee-house, April 22. 

We hear from Italy, that notwithstanding the 
Pope has received a letter from the Duke of Anjou, 
demanding of him to explain himself upon the affair 
of acknowledging King Charles, his holiness has 
not yet thought fit to send any answer to that prince. 
The court of Rome appears very much mortified, 
that they are not to see his Majesty of Denmark in 
that ci^, having perhaps given themselves vain 
hopes from a visit made by a Protestant prince to 
that see. The Pope has dispatched a gentleman to 
compliment his Majesty, and sent the King a present 
of all the curiosities and antiquities of Rome, re- 
presented in seventeen volumes very richly bound, 
which were taken out of the Vatican library. Let- 
ters from Genoa, of the fourteenth instant, say, 
that a felucca was arrived there, in five days from 
Marseilles, with an account, that the people of that 
city had made an insurrection, by reason of the 
scarcity of provisions ; and that the intendant had 
ordered some companies of mariners, and the men 
belonging to the galleys, to stand to their arms to 
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protect him from violence ; but that he began to be 
m as much apprehensions qf his guards, as of those 
from whom they were to defend him. When that 
vessel came away, the soldiers murmured publicly 
for want of pay ; and it was generally believed they 
would piUage the magazines, as the garrisons of 
<3rrenobie and other towns of France had already 
done. A vessel which lately came into Leghorn 
brou^t advice, that the British squadron was ar- 
rived at Port-Mahon, where they were taking in 
more troops, in order to attempt the relief of Ali- 
cant, which still made a very vigorous defence. It 
is said Admiral Byng will be - at the head of that 
^expedition. The King of Denmark was gone from 
Leghorn towards Lucca. 

They write from Vienna, that in case the allies 
should enter into a treaty of peace with France, 
Count Zinzendorf will be appointed first Plenipo- 
tentiary, the Count de Goes the ' second, and 
Monsieur Van Konsbruch a third. Major General 
Palmes, envoy extraordinary from her Brittannic 
Majesty, has been very urgent with that court to 
make their utmost efforts against France the ensu- 
ing campaign, in order to oblige it to such a peace 
as may establish the tranquillity of Europe for the 
future. 

We are also informed, that the Pope uses all ima- 
ginable shifts to elude the treaty concluded with the 
Emperor, and that he demanded the immediate 
restitution of Comschio ; insisting also, that his Im- 
perial Majesty should ask pardon, and desire abso- 
lution for what had formerly passed, before he would 
solemnly acknowledge King Charles. But this was 
utterly refused. 

They hear at Vienna by letters from Constanti- 
nople, dated the twenty-second of February last, 
that, on the twelfth of diat month, the Grand Seig- 
nior took occasion, at the celebration of the festivals 
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of the MuBsulmen, to set all the Chrisliaii «l«Te8 
which were in the galleys at liberty. 

Adrieesfrom Switzerland import, diat the preach- 
ers of the county of Tockenburg continue to create 
new jealousies of the Protestants; and some distur- 
bances lately happened there on that accoiut. Hie 
Protestants and Papists in the town of Hamman go 
to divine service one after another in the aame 
church, as is usual in many other parts of Switser- 
land ; but on Sunday the tenth instant, the PopU 
Curate, having ended his service, attempted to hin- 
der the Protestants from entering into me Chnrdi, 
according to custom; but the Protestanta briskly 
attacked him and his party, and broke into it by 
force. 

Last night between seven and eight hia Grace the 
Duke of Marlborough arrived at Court. 

From my awn Apartments 

The present great captains of the age, die I>ake 
of Marlborough and Prince Eugene, having beea 
the subject of the discourse of the last compeny I 
was in ; it has naturally led me into a consideratioa 
of Alexander and Ctesar, the two greatest names 
that ever appeared before this century. In order to 
enter into their characters, there needs no more but 
examining their behaviour in parallel circumstances. 
It must be allowed, that they had an equal great- 
ness of soul ; but Caesar's was more corrected and 
allayed by a mixture of prudence and circumapec* 
tion. This is seen conspicuously in one particular 
in their histories, wherein they seem to have shown 
exactly the difference of their tempers. When 
Alexander, after a long course of victories, would 
still have led his soldiers farther from home, they 
unanimously refused to follow him. We meet with 
the like behaviour in Caesar's army in the midst of 
his march against Ariovistus. Let us therefore ob- 
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serve the conduct of our two generals in so nice an 
affair: andhere we find Alexander at the head of 
his army, upbraiding them with their cowardice, and 
meanness of spirit; and in the end telling them 
plainly he would go forward himself, though not a 
man followed him. This showed indeed an exces- 
sive bravery ; but how would the commander have 
come off, if the speech had not succeeded, and the 
soldiers had taken him at his word? the project 
seems of a piece with Mr. Bray's in " The Re- 
hearsal," who, to gain a clap in his prologue, comes 
out with a terrible fellow in a fur-cap following him, 
and tells his audience if they would not like his play, 
he would lie down and have his head struck off. If 
this gained a clap, all was well ; but if not, there 
was nothing left out for the executioner to do his 
office. But Ctemr would not leave the success of 
his speech to such uncertain events : he shows his 
men the unreasonableness of their fears in an obliging 
manner, and concludes, that if none else would 
march along with him he would go himself with the 
teuth legion, for he was assured of their fidelity and 
valour, though all the rest forsook him; not but 
that, in. all probability, they were as much against 
the march as the rest The result of all was very 
natural ; the tenth legion, fired with the praises of 
their general, send thuiks to him for the just opinion 
he entertains of them ; and ^e rest, ashamed to be 
outdone, assure him, that they are as ready to follow 
where he pleases to lead them, as any other part of 
the army. 
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N» 7. TUESDAY, APRIL 2a, 1709. 



Qukquid tignni homines 

nMtri» §H fwrrttf UbdtL 
Juv. SaL L 8S^ 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P 

** It is so just an observation, that aiockiiig' \§ 
catching, that I am become an ankappy instance of 
it, and am (in the same manner that I have repre- 
sented Mr. Partridge''^) myself a dying bmui, n 
comparison of the rigour with which I first set o«t - 
in the world. Had it been otherwise, you may be 
sure I wouldnot haye pretended to hare gir^ Imp 
news, as I did last Saturday, a diary oi the siege 
of Troy. But man is a creature yery inconsistent 
with himself: the greatest heroes are sometimee 
fearful ; the sprightliest wits at some hours dull ; and 
the greatest politicians on some ocdasione whixraieal. 
But I shall not pretend to palliate or excuse the 
matter ; for I find by a calculation of my own na- 
tiyity, that I cannot hold out with any toleraUie wit 
longer than two minutes after twelve. of the dock at 
ni^t, between the eighteenth and nineteenlh of the 
next month : for which space of time you may stiU 
expect to hear from me, but no longer; except yoe 
will transmit to me the occurrences you meet wi<k 
rila^ng to your amours, or any other subject within 
the ruks by which I have proposed to walk. If any 
gentleman or lady sends to Isaac Bickerstaff*, esq. 
at Mr. Morphew's near Stationers-hall, by the 
penny-post, the grief or joy of their soul, what they 
think fit, for the matter shall be related in colours as 

* '' This man was a shoe-maker in Covent-garden in 1680, 
yet styled hunself Physician to his Majesty, in 1682. • But. 
though he was one of tlie sworn Physicians, he never attendea 
the court, nor received any salary/' 
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much to their adTantage, as those m which Crervas* 
has drawn the agreeable Chloe. "Buit since, without 
such assistance, I fraakty confess, and am sensible, 
that I have not a month's wit more, I think I ought, 
while I am in my sound health and senses, to mi^e 
my will and testament; which I do in manner and 
form MIowing : 

Imprimis, I give to the stock-jobbers about the 
£xclHmge of London, as a security for the trusts 
daily reposed in th^n, all my real estate ; which I 
do hereby vest in the said body of worthy citiz^is- 
for ever. 

Mem, Forasmuch as it is yery hard to keep l«id 
in repair without ready cash, 1 do, out of iny per* 
sonal estate, bestow the bear-skinf, which I have 
frequently Usat to several societies about this town, 
to supply their neeestuty ; I say, I give also the 
said bear-skin as an immttdiaie fund to the said 
citizens for ever. 

Item, I do hereby appoint a certain number of the 
said citizens to take all the custom-house or customary 
oaths eottceming all goods imported by the whole 
oity; strictly directing that some select members, 
and not tiie whole nun^ber of a body corporate, should 
be perpned* 

hem, I forbid alt n s and persons of q<— — ity 

to watch bargains near and about ^e Exchange, 
to the diminution and wrong of the said stock- 
jobbers. 

Thus far, in as brief and intelligible a manner as 

* Jervafl. 

t Stock-jobberB, who contract for a transfer of stock which 
they do not possess, are called senets of bear- skins ; and nni- 
Tenally whoever sells what he dees not possess is said provtr* 
MaOy tandl the bear's skin while the bear runs in the woods. 

la thfrlangnagt of Exchangs-alley, Bears signify those who 
buy stock which they cannot receive, or who sell stock which 
they have not. Those who poy^aKmey for what they purchase, 
or who sell stock which they «Mdly have, are called BulU. 
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any will can appear, until it is explained by the 
learned, I have disposed of my real and personal 
estate : but, as I am an adept, I have by birth an 
equal right to give also an indefeasible title to my 
endowments and qualifications, which I do in the 
following manner : 

Item, I give my chastity to all virgins who have 
withstood their market. 

/fern, I give my courage among all who are 
ashamed of their distressed friends, all sneakers in 
assemblies, and men who show valour in common 
conversation. 

Item, I give my wit (as rich men give to the rich) 
among such as think they have enough already. 
And in case they shall not accept of the legacy, I 
give it to Bentivolio* to defend his works from time 
to time, as he shall think fit to publish them. 

Item, I bestow my learning upon the honorary 
members of the Royal Society. 

Now for the disposal of this body. 

As these eyes must one day cease to gaze on Tera- 
minta, and this heart shall one day pant no more for 
her indignation ; that is to say, since this body must 
be earth ; I shall commit it to the dust in a manner 
suitable to my character. Therefore, as there are 
those who dispute, whether there is any such real 
person as Isaac Bickerstaff or not, I shall excuse all 
persons who appear what they really are, from com- 
mg to my funeral. But all those who are, in their 
way of life, persoruBf, as the Latins have it, persons 
assumed, and who appear what they really are not, 
are hereby invited to that solemnity. 

The body shall be carried by six watchmen, who 
are never seen in the day. 

Item, The pall shall be held by the six most 
known pretenders to honesty, wealth and power» 

* Dr. Richard Bentley. 
t Masks. 
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who are not possessed of any of them. Hie two first, 
a half lawyer, and a compleat justice. The two 
next a chymist, and a projector. The third couple, 
a treasury-scrficitor, and a small courtier. 

To make my funeral (what that solemnity, when 
done to ccmimon men, really is in itself) a rery 
farce, and since all mourners are mere actors on 
these occasions, I shall desire those who are pro- 
fessedly such to attend mine. I humbly, therefore, 
beseech Mrs. Barry to act once more, and be my 
widow. When she swoons away at the church- 
porch, I appoint the merry Sir John Falstaff, and the 
«y Sir Harry Wildair to support her. I desire Mr. 
Pinkethman to follow in the habit of a Cardinal, and 
Mr. Bullock in that of a privy-counsellor. To make 
up the rest of the appearance, I desire all the ladies 
from the balconies to weep with Mrs. Barry, as they 
hope to be wives and widows themselves. I invite 
all, who have nothing else to do, to accept of gloves 
and scarves. 

Thus, with the great Charles V. of Spain, I resign 
the glories of this transitory world : Yet, at the same 
time, to show you my indifference, and that my 
desires are not too much fixed upon any thing, I own 
to you, I am as willing to stay as to go : therefore 
leave it in the choice of my gentle readers, whe- 
ther I shall hear from them, or they hear no more 
from me." 

White's Ckocolaie-hause, April 25. 

Easter day being a time when you cannot well 
meet with any but humble adventures ; and there 
being such a thing as low gallantry, as well as low 
comedy. Colonel Ramble * and myself went early 
Utts morning into the fields, which were strewed 
with shepherds and shepherdesses, but indeed of a 
different turn from the simplicity of those of Area* 

^Probably Colonel Brett. 
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dia. Every hedge was conscious of more than what 
the representations of enamoured swains admit of. 
While we were surveying the crowd around us, we 
saw at a distance a company coming towards Pan- 
eras church; but though there was not much dii- 
order, we thought we saw the figure of a man stuck 
through with a sword, and at every step ready to 
fall, if a woman by his side had not supported mm; 
the rest followed two and two. When we came 
nearer this appearance, who should it be but Mon- 
sieur Guardeioop, mine and RambleV French tay- 
lor, attended by others, leading one of Madun 
Depingle's maids to the church, in order to their 
espousals. It was his sword tucked so high above 
his waist, and the circumflex which persons of his 
profession take in their walking, that made hiin ap- 
pear at a distance wounded and falling. But, m 
morning being rainy, methought the march to tins 
wedding was but too lively a picture of wedlock it- 
self. They seemed both to have a month's mind to 
make the best of their way single ; yet both tugged 
arm in arm : and when they were in a dirty way, he 
was but deeper in the mire, by endeavouring to pull 
out his companion, and yet without helping her. 
The bridegroom's feathers in his hat all drooped; 
one of his shoes had lost an heel. In short, he was 
in his whole person and dress so extremely soused, 
that there did not appear one inch or single thread 
about him unmarried. Pardon me, that the melan- 
choly obejet still dwells upon me so far, as to reduce 
me to punning. However, we attended them to the 
ChaDel, where we staid to hear the irrevocable 
words pronounced upon our old servant, and made 
the best of our way to town. I took a resolution 
to forbear all married persons, or any in danger of 
being such, for four and twenty hours at least; 
therefore dressed, and went to visit Florimel, the 
vainest thing in town, where I knew would drop in 
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colonel Picket, just come from the camp, her pro- 
fessed admirer. He is of that order of men who 
have much honour and merit, but withal a coxcomb; 
the other of that set of females, who has innocence 
and wit, but the first of coquets. It is easy to 
belieye, these must be admirers of each other. She 
says the colonel rides the best of any man in Eng- 
land : The colonel says she talks me best of any 
woman. At the same time, he understands wit just 
as she does horsemanship. You are to know, these 
extraordinary persons see each other daily; and 
they themselves, as well as the town, think it will 
be a match : but it can never happen that they can 
come to the point; for, instead of addressing to each 
other, they spend their whole time in reports of them- 
selves : he is satisfied if he can convince her he is a 
fine gentleman, and a man of consequence : and she 
in appearing to him an accomplished lady and a wit, 
without fur&er design. Thus he tells her of his 
manner of posting his men at such a pass, with the 
numbers he commanded on that detachment: she 
tells him how she was dressed on such a day at 
court, and what offers were made her the week 
following. She seems to hear the repetition of his 
mens* names with admiration, and waits only to 
answer him with as false a muster of lovers. They 
talk to each other, not to be informed, but improved. 
Thus they are so like, that they are to be ever dis- 
tant, and the parallel lines may run together for 
ever, but never meet. 

Wiirs Coffee-house, April 25. 

This evening the comedy, called " Epsom Wells,'' 
was acted for the benefit of Mr. Bullock, who, 
thought he is a person of much wit and ingenuity, 
has a peculiar talent of looking like a fool, and there- 
fore excellently well qualified for the part of Bisket 
in this play. I cannot indeed sufficiently admire 
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his way of bearing a beatiiigy as he does in thig 
drama, and that with such a natural air and proprie- 
ty of folly, that one cannot help wishing the whip in 
one's own hand : so richly does he seem to desenre 
his chastisement. Skilful actors think it a very pecu- 
liar happiness to play in a scene with such as top 
their parts. Therefore I cannot but say, when tiie 
judgment of any good author directs him to write a 
beating for Mr. Bullock from Mr. William Pinketh* 
man, or for Mr. William Pinkethman from Mr. 
Bullock, those excellent players seem to be in their 
most shining cercumstances, and please me more, 
but with a different sort of delight, than that which 
I receive from those 'grave scenes of Brutus and 
Cassius, or Antony and Ventidius. The whole co- 
medy is very just, and the low part of human life 
represented with much humour and wit. 

St, James's Chffee-house, April 25. 

We are advised from Vienna, by letters of the 
twentieth instant, that the Emperor hath lately 
added twenty new members to his Council of State, 
but they have not yet taken their places at the board. 
General Thaun is returned from Baden, his health 
being so well re-established by the baths of that 
place, that he designs to set out next week for Turin, 
to his command of the Imperial troops in the service 
of the Duke of Savoy. His Imperial Majesty has 
advanced his brother. Count Henry Thaun, to be a 
brigadier, and a counsellor of the Aulic council of 
war. These letters import, that King Stanislaus 
and the Swedish General Crassau are directing their 
March to the Nieper, to join the king of Sweden's 
army in Ukrania; that the States of Austria have 
furnished Marshal Heister with a considerable sun 
of money, to enable him to push on the war vigor- 
ously in Hungary, where all things as yet are in 
perfect tranquillity; and that General Thungen has 
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been very impgrtunate for a speedy reinforcement of 
the forces on the Upper Rhine; representing at 
the same time«wbat miseries the inhabitants must 
necessarily undergo, if the designs of France on 
those parts.be not speedily and effectually prevent- 
ed. 

Letters from Rome, dated the thirteenth instant, 
say> that, on the preceeding Sunday, his Holiness 
was carried in an open chair from St. Peter's to St. 
Mary's, attended by the sacred College, in caval- 
cade ; and, after mass, distributed several dowries 
for the marriage o( poor and distressed virgins. The 
proceedings of that court are very dilatory concern- 
ing the recognition of King Charles, notwithstand- 
ing the pressing instances of the Marquis de Prie, 
who has declared* that if this affair be not wholly 
concluded by the fifteenth instant, he will retire fron 
that court, and order the Imperial troops to return 
into the Ecclesiasticd State. On the other hand, 
the Duke of Aiyou's minister has, in the name of 
his master, demanded of his Holiness to explain 
himself on that affair ; which, it said, will be finally 
determined in a consistory to be held on Monday 
next; the Duke of d'Uzeda designing to delay his 
departure until he sees the issue. - These letters also 
secy, that the court was mightily alarmed at the news 
which they received by an express from Ferrara, 
that General Boneval, who commands in Camachio, 
had sent circular letters to the Inhabitants of St. 
Alberto, Longastrino, Fillo, and other adjacent parts, 
enjoining them to come and swear fealty to the 
Emperor, and receive new vestitures of their fiefs 
from his hands. Letters from other parts of Italy 
say, that the king of Denmark continues at Lucca; 
that four English and Dutch men of war were seen 
off Onetlia, bound for Final, in order to transport the 
troops designed for Barcelona; and that her ma- 
jesty's idiip the Colchester arrived at Leghorn th«^ 
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fourth instant from Port Mahon, with advice, that 
Major General Stanhope designed to depart from 
thence the first instant with six or seven thousand 
men, to attempt the relief of the castle of Alicant. 

Our last advices from Berlin, bearing date the 
twenty-seventh instant, import, that the king was 
gone to Linum, and the queen to Mecklenburg^; 
but that their majesties designed to return the next 
week to Oranienburgh, where a great chase of wild 
beasts was prepared for their diversion, and from 
thence they intend to proceed together to Potsdam; 
that the prince royal was set out for Brabant, but in- 
tended to make some short stay at Hanover. These 
letters also inform us, that they are advised from 
Obory, that the king of Sweden, being on his march 
towards Holkl, met General Renne with a detach- 
ment of Muscovites, who placed some regiments in 
ambuscade, attacked the Swedes in their rear, and 
putting them to flight, killed two thousand men, the 
king himself having his horse shot under him. 

We hear from Copenhagen, that, the ice being 
broke, the Sound is again open for the ships ; and 
that they hoped his majesty would return sooner 
than they at first expected. 

Letters from the Hague, dated May the fourth, 
N. S. say, that an express arrived there on the first, 
from Prince Eugene to his grace the Duke of Mari- 
borough. The States are advised that the auxiliaries 
of Saxony were arrived on the frontiers of the Unit- 
ed Provinces ; and also, that the two regiments of 
Wolfenbuttel, and four thousand troops from Wer- 
temberg, who are to serve in Flanders, are in full 
march thither. Letters from Flanders say, that the 
great convoy of ammunition and provisions, whicli 
set out from Ghent for Lisle, was safely arrived 
at Courtray. We hear from Paris, that the king 
has ordered the militia on the coasts of Normandy 
and Bretagne to be in readiness to march; and that 
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the court was in apprehension of a descent, to ani- 
mate the people to rise in the midst of their present 
hardships. 

They write from Spain, that the Pope's Nuncio 
left Madrid the tenth of April, in order to go to 
Bayonne ; that the Marquis de Bay was at Badajos, 
to observe the motions of the Portugueze : and that 
the Count d'Estain, with a body of five thousand 
men, was on his march to attack Gironne. The 
Duke of Anjou has deposed the Bishop of Lerida, 
as being a favourer of the interest of King Charles, 
and has summoned a convocation at Madrid, com- 
posed of the archbishops, bishops, and states of that 
kingdom, wherein he hopes they will come to a re- 
solution to send for no more bulls to Rome. 



N° 8. THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 1709, 



Quiequid agunt hommei 

no8tri eat farrago lihelliy 

Jcv. Sat. i. 86, 86. 
Wliate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream. 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

WifTs Coffee-house, April 26. 
The play of The London Cuckolds was acted this 
evening before a suitable audience, who were ex- 
tremely well diverted with that heap of vice and 
absur(&ty. The indignation which Eugenic, who 
is a gentleman of just taste, has upon occasion of 
seeing human nature fall so low in its delights, made 
him, I thought, expatiate upon the mention of this 
play very agreeably. Of all men living, said he, 
1 pity players (who must be men of good under- 
standing, to be capable of being such), that they 
are obliged to repeat and. assume {>roper gestures 
for representing things of which their reason must 
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be ashamed, and which thej must disdain their 
audience for approving. The amendment of these 
low gratifications is only to be made by people of 
condition, by encouraging the representation of th^ 
noble characters drawn by Shakespeare and others; 
from whence it is impossible to return without strong 
impressions of honour and humanity. On these oc- 
casions, distress is laid before us with all its causes 
and consequences, and our resentment placed ac- 
cording to the merit of the persons afflicted. Were 
dramas of this nature more acceptable to the taste of 
the town, men who have genius would bend their 
studies to excel in them. How forcible an effect 
this would have on our minds, one needs no more 
than to observe how strongly we are touched by 
mere pictures. Who can see Le Brun's picture w 
the Battle of Poms without entering into the charac- 
ter of that fierce and gallant man, and being accord- 
ingly spurred to an emulation of his constancy and 
courage? When he is falling with his wound, his 
features are at the same time very terrible and lan- 
guishing ; and there is such a stern faintness diffused 
through all his look, as is apt to movie a kind of 
horror, as well as pity, in the beholder. This, I say, 
is an effect wrought by mere lights and shades ; con- 
sider also a representation made by words only, as 
in an account given by a good writer. Catiline in 
Sallust makes just such a figure as Poms by Le 
Brun. It is said of him, Catalina veto longb a ttnt 
inter hostitum cadevera repertus est : pauluium etioM 
sp-irans, ferocitatemqtte animi, quam vhms habuerai, 
in vultu retinens. << Catiline was found killed, far 
from his own men, amongr the dead bodies of the 
enemy; he seemed still to breathe, and still retained 
in his face the same fierceness he had when he was 
living." You have in that one sentence a lively im- 
pression of his whole life and actions. ' What I 
would insinuate from all this is, that if the painter 
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and the hittorian can do thus much in colours and 
language, what may not be performed by an excel- 
lent poet, when the character he draws is presented 
by the person, the manner, the look, and the motion, 
CI an accomplished player? If a thing painted or 
related can irresistibly enter our hearts, what mscy 
not be brought to pass by seeing generous things 
performed before our eyes ? Eugenio ended his dis- 
course, by recommending the apt use of a theatre, 
as the most agreeable and easy method of making a 
polite and moral gentry; which would end in render- 
mg the rest of the people regular in their behayiour, 
and ambitious of laudable undertakings. 

Si. Jameses Coffee-house, April 27. 

« 

Letters from Naples of the ninth instant, N..S* 
advise, that Cardinal Grimani had ordered the regi- 
ment commanded by General Pate to march towards 
Final, in order to embark for Catalonia; whither 
ako a thousand horse are to be transported from 
Sardinia, besides the troops which come from the 
Milanese. An English man of war has taken two 
prizes, one a vessel of Malta, the other of Genoa; 
l>oth laden with goods of the enemy. They write 
from Florence of the thirteenth, that his Majesty of 
Denmark had received a courier from the Hague, 
with an account of some matters relating to the treaty 
of peace; upon which he declared, that he thought 
it necessary to hasten to his own dominions. 

Letters from Switzerland inform us, that the ef- 
fects of the great scarcity of com in France were 
fblt at Geneva ; the magistrates of which city had 
appointed deputies to treat with the Cantons of Bern 
and Zurich, for leave to buy up such quantities of 
grain within their territories as should be thought ne- 
cessary. The Protestants of Tockenburg are still 
in arms about the convent of St. John^ and have.de- 
•lared, that they will not lay them down until they 

o2 



06 TATLEH. «^ 8^ 

have sufficient security, from the Ra—in Cothoiicks, 
of livisg unmolested m the exercise of their religioo. 
In the meaA time, the demities of Bent and Towea- 
hurg hare frequent conferences at Zurich witii the 
regency of that Canton^ to find oat medioda for 
quieting these disorders. 

Letters from the Hague, of the third of May, ad- 
vise, that the President RooiMe, after his last con- 
ference with the deputies of the States, had retired' 
to Bodegrave, five miles distant from Worden, and 
expected the return of a courier from France on the 
fourth, with new instructions. - It is said, if hb 
answer from the French Court shall not prove satis- 
factory, he will be desired to withdraw out of these 
parts. In the mean time it is also reported, that his 
equipage, as an ambassador on this great occasion, 
is actually on the march towards him. They write 
from Flanders, that the great convoy of provisions 
which set out from Ghent is safely arrived at Lisle. 
Those advices add, that the enemy had assembled 
near Toumay a considerable body of troops, drawn 
out of the neighbouring garrisons. Their High 
Mightinesses have sent orders to their Ministers at 
Hamburgh and Dantzic to engage the magistrates of 
those cities to forbid the sale of com to the French, 
and to signify to them, that the Dutch merchants will 
buy up as much of that commodity as they can spate; 
the Hamburghers have accordingly contracted with 
the Dutch, and refused any commerce with the French 
on that occasion. 

From my own Apartment. 

After the lassitude of a day, spent in the strolling 
manner which is usual with men of pleasure in tkis 
town, and with a head full of a million of impertio 
nencies, which had danced round it for ten hoors to- 
gether, I came to my lodging, and hastened to bed. 
My valet de chambre knows my university trick of 
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reading there ; and he, being a good scholar for a 
gentleman, ran oyer the names of Horace, Tibullus, 
Ovid, and others, to know which I would have. 
*' Bring Virgil," said I ; ^* and if I fall asleep, take 
care of the candle/' I read the sixth book over with 
the most exquisite delight, and had gone half through 
it a secmid time, when the pleasing ideas of Elysian 
fields, deceased worthier walking in them, sincere 
lorers enjoying their languishment without pain, 
oompassion for the unha{^ spirits who had mis- 
spent their short day-light, and were exiled from the 
seats of bliss for er^; I say, I was deep again in 
my reading, when this mixture of ims^es had taken 
place of all others in my imagination before, and 
tnlled me into a dream, from which I am just awake, 
to my great disadramtage. The happy mansion of 
Elysium, by degrees, s^med to be wafted from me, 
and the very traces of my late waking thoughts be- 
gan to fade away, when I was cast by a sudden 
wUrlpool upon an island, encompassed with a roar- 
ing and troubled sea, which shaked its very centre, 
and rocked its inhabitants as in a cradle. The 
islanders lay on th^ faces, without offering to look 
up, or hope for preservation ; all her harbours were 
crowded with mariners, and tall vessels of war lay 
in danger of being driven to pieces on her shore. 
*' Bless me f" said I, ** why have I lived in such a 
maaaer, that the convulsion of nature should be so 
terrible to me, wh^i I feel myself that the better 
part of me is to survive it ? Oh ! may that be in hap- 
piness!" A sadden shriek, nipdiich tiie whole peo- 
ple on their faces joined, interrupted my soliloquy, 
and turned my eyes and attentioii to the object that 
had given us dhat mhlden start, in the midst of an in- 
eoABolable and speechleM idBiction. Immediately 
the winds grew calm, the waves subsided, and the 
people stood up, turning their faces upon a magnifi- 
cent pile in the midst of the island. There we be- 
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held an hero of a comely and erect aspect, but pale 
and languid, sitting under a canopy of state. By 
the fJBices and dumb sorrow of those who attended, 
we thought him in the article of death. At a distance 
sat a lady, whose life seemed to hang upon the same 
thread with his. She kept her eyes fixed upon him, 
and seemed to smother ten thousand thousand name- 
less things, which urged her tenderness to clasp him 
in her arms; but her greatness of spirit overcame 
these sentiments, and gave her power to forbear 
disturbing his last moment ; which immediately ap- 
proached*. The hero looked up with an air of neg- 
ligence, and satiety of being, rather than of pain to 
leave it ; and leaning back his head, expired. 

When the heroine, who sat at a distance, saw 
his last instant come, she threw herself at his feet, 
and, kneeling, pressed his hand to her lips ; in which 
posture she continued under the agony of an unut- 
terable sorrow, until conducted from our sight by 
her attendants. That commanding awe, which ac- 
companies the grief of great minds, restrained the 
multitude while in her presence ; but as soon as she 
retired they gave way to their distraction, and all the 
highlanders called upon their deceased hero. To 
him, methought, they cried out as to a guardian being; 
and I gathered from their broken accents, that it was 
he who had the empire over the ocean and its powers, 
by which he had long protected the island from ship- 
wteck and invasion. They now give a loose to their 
moan, and think themselves exposed without hopes 
of human or divine assistance. While the people 
ran wild, and expressed all the different forms of 
lamentation, methought a sable cloud overshadowed 
the whole land, and covered its inhabitants with 
darkness : no glimpse of light appeared, except one 
ray from Heaven upon the place in which the heroine 

• C^eorg* Prince of Denmark. 
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BOW secluded herself from the worid, with her eyes 
fixed on those abodes to which her consort was 
ascended. Methought a long period of time had 
passed away in mourning and in darkness, when a 
twilight began by degrees to enlighten the hemi- 
sphere ; and, looking round me, I saw a boat rowed 
towards the shore, in which sat a personage adorned 
with warlike trophies, bearing on his left arm a shield, 
on which was engraven the image of Victory, and in 
his right had a branch of olive. His visage was at 
once so winning and so awful, that the shield and 
the olive seemed equally suitable to his genius. 

When this illustrious pei^on* touched on the shore, 
he was received by the acclamations of the people, 
and followed to the palace of the heroine. No plea- 
sure in the glory of her arms, or the acclamations 
of her applauding subjects, were ever capable to 
suspend her sorrow for one moment, till she saw the 
olive-branch in the hand of that auspicious messenger. 
At that sights as Heaven bestows its blessings oa 
the wants and importunities of mortals, out of its 
native bounty, and not to increase its own power or 
honour, in compassion to the world, the celestial 
mourner was then first seen to turn her regard to 
things below; and, taking the branch out of the 
warrior's hand, looked at it with much satisfaction, 
and spoke of the blessings of peace with a voice and 
accent, such as that in which guardian spirits whis- 
per to dying penitents assurance of happiness. The 
air was nushed, the multitude attentive, and all na- 
ture in a pause while she was speaking. But as soon 
as the messenger of peace had made some low reply, 
in which, methought, I heard the word Iberia, tne 
heroine, assuming a more severe air, but such as 
spoke resolution without rage, returned him the olive, 

* About this time the Dake of Marlborough returned from 
Holland, with the Preliminaries of a Peace. 
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and again reiled her face. Loud cries and clashi 
of arms immediately followed, which forced me fn 
my charming vision, and drove me back to the 
mansions of care and sorrow. 

%* Mr. Bickerstaff thanks Mr. Quarterstaffi 
his kind and instructive letter dated the 26th inst. 
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Qmequid agunt homnei 

nostri eat farrago libeUi. 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 
Out motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

WilVs Coffee-house, April 28. 

This evening we were entertained with The O 
Bachelor, a comedy of deserved reputation. ] 
the character which gives name to the play, the: 
is excellently represented the reluctance of a ba 
tered debauchee to come into the trammels of ord 
and decency : he neither languishes nor bums, bi 
frets for love. The gentlemen of more regular h 
haviour are drawn with more spirit and wit, an 
the drama introduced by the dialogue of the fir 
scene with uncommon, yet natural conversatioi 
The part of Fondlewife is a lively image of tl 
unseasonable fondness of age and impotence. Bi 
instead of such agreeable works as these, the to^ 
has for half an age been tormented with insec 
cMed Easy Writers^ whose abilities Mr. Wycherl 
one day described excellently well in one word 
" That," says he, ** among these fellows is calle 
Easy WriHngf which any one may easily write 
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Such janty scribblers are so justly laughed at for 
l^eir sonnets on Phillis and Chloris, and fantastical 
descriptions in them ; that an ingenious kinsman of 
mine, of the family of the Staffs, Mr. Humphrey 
Wagstaff by name, has, to avoid their strain, run 
into a way perfectly new, and described things 
exactly as they happen* : he never forms fields, or 
nymphs, or groves, where they are not ; but makes 
the mcidents just as they really appear. For an 
example of it; I stole out of his manuscript the 
following lines : they are a description of the morn- 
ing, but of the morning in town ; nay, of the morn- 
ing at this end of the town, where my kinsman at 
present lodges. 

Now hardly here and there an hackney coach 

Appearing, show'd the ruddy morn's approach. 

Now Betty from her master's bed had flown, 

And softly stole to discompose her own ; 

The slipshod 'prentice from his master's door. 

Had par'd the street, and sprinkled round the floor : 

Now Moll had whirl'd her mop with dex'trous airs, 

Prepar'd to scrub the entry and the stairs. 

The youth with broomy stumps began to trace 

The kennel-edge, where wheels had worn the place. 

The small-coal man was heard with cadence deep, 

Till drown'd in shriller notes of chimney-sweep : 

Duns at his Lordship's gates began to meet, 

And brick-dust Moll had scream'd thro' half a street. 

The turnkey now his flock returning sees, 

Duly let out a'nights to steal for fees; 

The watchful bailiffs take their silent stands, 

And school-boys lag with satchels in their hands. 

All that I apprehend is, that dear Numps will b« 
angry I have published these lines ; not that he 
has any reason to be ashamed of them, but for fear 
of those rogues, the bane to all excellent perform- 
ances, the imitators. Therefore, before-hand, I bar 
all descriptions of the evening; as» a medley ^f 

• Dr. Swift, 
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verses signifying grey peas are now cried warm ; that 
wenches now begin |o amble round the passages of 
the play-house ; or of noon ; as, that fine ladies and 
great beaux are just yawning out of their beds and 
windows in Pall-mall, and so forth. I forewnnn also 
all persons from encouraging any draughts after my 
cousin ; and foretell any man who shall go about to 
imitate him, that he will be very insipid. The family 
stock is embarked in this design, and we will not 
admit of counterfeits : Dr. Anderson* and hk heirs 
enjoy his pills ; Sir William Beadf has the cure of 
eyes ; and Monsieur Roselli| only can cure the gout 
We pretend to none of these things ; but to examine 
who and who are together, to tell any mistaken man 
he is not what he believes he is, to distinguish merit, 
and expose false pretences to it ; is a liberty our 
family has by law in them, from an intermarriage 
with a daughter of Mr. Scoggin§, the famous droll 
of the last century. This right I design to make use 
of; but will not encroach upon the above-mentioned 
adepts, or any other. At the same time, I shall 
take all the privileges I may as an Englishman, and 
will lay hold of the late act of naturalization to 
introduce what I shall think fit from France. The 
use of that law may, I hope; be extended to people 
the polite world with new characters, as well as the 
kingdom itself with new subjects. Therefore, an 
author of that nation, called La Bruyere, I shall 
make bo)d with on such occasions : the last person 
I read of in that writer was Lord Timon. Timon, 
says my author, is the most generous of all men,; 

• Anderson was a Scotch physician in the reigns of Charles 
I. and Charles II. 

t The Queen's oculist. It is said that though he was won* 
derfully successful, he could neither read nor -write. 

i BiosseUi, sufficiently known from the Romance of his life, 
which was written by himself. 

^ Scoggin was a bufToQii in the reign of King James I. 
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but is so hurried away with that strong impulse of 
bestowing, that he confers benefits without distinc- 
tion, and is munificent without laying obligations : 
for all the unworthy, who receive from him, have 
so little sense of this noble infirmity, that they look 
upon themselves rather > as partners in a spoil, than 
partakers of a bounty. The other day, coming 
into Paris, I met Timon going out on horseback, 
attended only by one servant. It struck me with a 
sudden damp, to see a man of so excellent a dispo- 
sition, and who understood making a figure so well, 
so much shortened in his retinue : but, passing by 
his house, I saw his great coach break to pieces 
before his door, and by a strange enchantment im- 
mediately turned into many different vehicles. The 
first was a very pretty chariot, into which stepped 
his Lordship's Secretary: the second was hung a 
* little heavier; into that strutted the fat steward: 
in an instant followed a chaise^ which was entered 
by the butler. The rest of the body and wheels 
were forthwith changed into go-carts, and run away 
with by the nurses i^nd brats of the rest of the family. 
What makes these misfortunes in the affairs of Timon 
the more astonishing, is, that he has a better under- 
standing than those who cheat him : so that a man 
knows not which more to wonder at ; the indifference 
of the master, or the impudence of the servant. 

Whites Chocolate-house, April 29. 

It is a matter of much speculation among the 
beaux and oglers, wh^t it is that can have made so 
sudden a change, as has been of late observed, in 
the whole behaviour of Pastorelia, who never sat 
still a moment till she was eighteen, which she has 
now exceeded by two months. Her aunt, who has 
the care of her, has not been always so rigid as she 
is at this present date ; but has so good a sense of 
the frailty of woman, and falsehood of man, that 

VOL. I. H 
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she resolTed on all manner of methods to keep Pm- 
torella, if possible, in safety, against herself and all 
her admirers. At the same time the good lady knew, 
by long experience, that a gay inclination^ onibed 
too rashly, would but run to the greater excesses for 
that restraint ; she therefore intended to watch her, 
and take some opportunity of engaging her iasensUj 
in her own interests, without the anguish of am admo- 
nition. You are to know then, that Miss, with ill 
her flirting and ogling, had also a strong curiosiW in 
her, and was the greatest eaves-dropper breathmg. 
Parisatis (for so her prudent aunt is called) obser? dl 
this humour, and retires one day to her closet^ into 
which she knew Pastorella would peep, and listni 
to know how she was employed. It happened accordl- 
ingly ; and the young lady saw her good gOTemantc 
on her knee&, and, after a mental behaviour, bresk 
into these words : " As for the dear child conoimitted 
to my care, let her sobriety of carriage, and seye- 
rity of behaviour, be such as may make that nobk 
Lord who is taken with her beauty, turn his de»gB< 
to such as are honourable." Here Parisatis hean 
her niece nestle closer to the key-hole: she thei 
goes on : ** Make her the joyful mother of a nu 
merous and wealthy offspring ; and let her caniaf 
be such, as may make this noble youth expect tb 
blessings of an happy marriage, from the siiigiilarit] 
of her life, in this loose and censorious age.*' Miss 
having heard enough, sneaks off for fear of disco 
very, and immediately at her glass alters the sittini 
of her head ; then pulls up her tucker ; and form 
herself into the exact maimer of lindamira : in 
word, becomes a sincere convert to every thing the 
is commendable in a fine young lady ; and two c 
three such matches, as her aunt feigned in her d< 
votions, are at this day in her choice. This is tli 
history and original cause of Pastorella's conversio 
from ooquetry. The prudence in the management t 
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this young lady's temper, and good judgment of it, 

is hardly to be exceeded. I searce remember a 

greats instance of forbearance of the usual peevish 

way with which the aged treat the young, than tins, 

except that of our famous Noy, whose good-nature 

went so far, as to make him put off his admonitions 

to his son, even until after his death ; and did not 

gire him his thoughts of him, until he came to read 

that memorable passage in his will : '* All the rest 

of my estate," says he, *^ I leave to my son Edward 

(who is executor to this my will), to be squandered 

as he shall think fit : I leave it him for that purpose, 

and hope no better flrom him." A generous disdain, 

and reflection upon how little he deserved from so 

excellent a father, reformed the young man, and 

made Edward from an arrant rake become a fine 

gentleoum. 

8t4 Jame^s Coffee-house, April 29. 

Letters from Portugal of the eighteenth instant, 
dated from Estremos, say, that on the sixth the 
Earl of Galloway arrived at that place, and had the 
satisfaction to see the quarters well furnished with 
all manner of provisions, and a quantity of bread 
sufficient for subsisting the troops for sixty days, 
besides biscuits for twenty-five days. The enemy 
give out, that they shall biing into the field four- 
teen regiments of horse, and twenty-four battaUons. 
The troops in the service of Portugal will make up 
14,000 foot, and 4000 horse. On the day these 
letters were dispatched, the Earl of Galloway re- 
ceived advice, that the Maiquis de Bay, was pre- 
paring for some enterprise, by gatheiing his troops 
together on the frontiers ; whereupon his Excellency 
resolved to go that same night to Villa Viciosa, to 
assemble the troops in that neighbourhood, in order 
to disappoint his designs. 
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Yesterday in the evening Captain Foxton, aid- 
de-camp to Major-General Cadog^y arrired here 
express from the Duke of Marlborough. And this 
day a mail is come in with letters from Brussels, of 
the sixth of May, N. S. which advise, that the enemy 
had drawn together a body, consisting of 20,000 
men, with a design, as was supposed, to intercept 
the great convoy on the march towards Lisle, which 
was safely arrived at Menin and Courtray, in its 
way to that place, the French having rethred without 
making any attempt. 

We hear from the Hague, that a person of the 
first quality is arrived in the Low Cfountries firom 
France, in order to be a Plenipotentiary in an 'en- 
suing treaty of peace. 

Letters n*om France acknowledge, that M onsiear 
Bernard has made no higher offers of satisfaction to 
his creditors than of 351. per cent. 

These advices add, that the Marshal Boufflers, 
Monsieur Torcy (who distinguished himself formerly, 
by advising the Court of France to adhere to the 
treaty of Partition), and Monsieur d'Harcourt (who 
negotiated with Cardinal Portocarrero for the suc- 
cession of the Crown of Spain in the house of Bour- 
bon), are all three joined in & commission for a treaty 
of peace. The Marshal is come to Ghent ; the other 
two are arrived at the Hague. 

It is confidently reported here, that the Right 
Honourable the Lord Townshend is to go with hit 
Grace the Duke of Marlborough into Holland. 

%* Mr. Bickerstaff has received the epistles of 
Mrs. Rebecca Wagstaff, Timothy Pikestaff, and 
Wagstaff, which he will acknowledge farther, as oc^ 
casion shall serve. 
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N° 10. TUESDAY, MAY 3, 1709. 

QukqM ugttnt k9mine»- 



Juv. Sat. i. 65, 86. 

If htte'er men d^, w say^ or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

Bj Mrs. JcNNY Distaff, Half-Sister to 
Mt. Bickerstaff. 

JPram »y awn Apartment, May 1. 

My brother Isaac, haying a sudden occasion to go 
out of town, ordered me to take upon me the dis* 
patch of the next adrices from home, with liberty 
to speak in my own way : not doubting the allows 
ances which would be given to a writer of my sex. 
You may be miro I undertook it with much satis- 
faction ; and, I cottleas, I am not a little plei^sed 
with an opportunity of running over all the papers 
in his closet, which he has left open for my use on 
this occasion. The first tlMit I lay mj hands on, is 
a treatise concerning ** the empire of beauty," and 
die effects it has had in all nations of the world, 
upon the public and private actions of men ; with 
an appendix, which he calls, '' The bachelor's 
scheme for governing his wife." The first thing 
he BHikes tins gentleman pvepoee is, that she 9hali 
he no w<MBan; for she is to have an aversion to 
hails, to operas, to visits ; she is to think his com'* 
pasy sufficient to fill up all the hours of life with 
great satisfaction } she is never to believe any other 
man wise, leanted, orvatiaal; or, at least, but in 
a second degree. In the next place, he intends she 
sfhail he a cuckold; but expects, that he himself 
Aivst live in a perfect seourify iwm thut terror. 
Ho dwells a great while on inatructions fpr her 

H 2 
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discreet behaviour, in case of his fals^ood. I haye 
not patience with these unreasonable ezpectationsy 
therefore turn back to the treatise itself. Here, in- 
deed, my brother deduces all the reyolutions amon|^ 
men from the passion of love ; and in his preface 
answers that usual observation against us, ** that 
there is no quarrel without a woman in it;" with 
a gallant assertion, that " there is nodung else 
worth quarrelling for.*' My brother is of a com- 
plexion truly amorous ; all his thoughts and actions 
carry in them a tincture of that obliging inclination; 
and this turn has opened his eyes to see, that we 
are not the inconsiderable creatures which unlucky 
pretenders to our favour would insinuate. He ol^- 
serves, that no man begins to make any tolerable 
figure until he sets out with the hopes . of pleasing 
-some one of us : no sooner he takes that in hand, 
but he pleases every one else by the bye ; it has an 
immediate effect upon his behaviour. There is 
Colonel Ranter, who never spoke without an oath, 
until he saw the Lady Betty Modish; now, never 
gives his man an order, but it is, '' Pray, Tom, do 
it." The drawers where he drinks live in perfect 
happiness. He asked Will at the George the other 
day, how he did? Where he used to say, ^' Damn 
it, it is so ;'' he now '' believes there is some mis- 
take ; he must cotifess he is of another opinion ; but, 
however, he will not insist." 

Every temper, except downright insipid, is to 
be animated and softened by the influence of 
beauty ; but of this untractable sort is a lifeless 
handsome fellow that visits us, whom T hwve 
dressed at this twelvemonth ; but he is as insea- 
sible of all the art I used, as if he conversed all that 
time with his nurse. He out-does our whole sex in 
all the faults our enemies impute to us; he has 
brought laziness into an opimon, and makes his 
indolence his philosophy; insomuch that, no longer 
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ago than yesterday in the evening he gave me this 
account of himself : '' I am, Madam, perfectly un- 
moved at all that passes among men, and seldom 
give nivself the fatigue of going among them ; but 
when 1 do, I always appear the same thing to those 
whom I converse with. My hours of existence, or 
being awake, are from eleven in the morning to 
eleven at night ; half of which I live to myself, in 
picking my teeth, washing my hands, paring my 
naUs, and looking in the glass. The insignificancy, 
of manners to the rest of the world, makes the 
laughers call me a Qutdnunc ; a phrase which I 
neiUier understand, nor shall ever inquire what 
they mean by it. The last of me each night is at 
St. Jameses coffee-house, where I converse ; yet 
never fall into a dispute on any occasion ; but leave 
the understanding 1 have passive of all ■ that goes 
through it, without entering into the business of 
life. And thus. Madam, have I arrived, by lazi- 
ness, to what others pretend to by philosophy, a 
perfect neglect of the world." Sure, if our sex 
had the liberty of frequenting public-houses and 
conversations, we should put these rivals of our 
fSaults and follies out of countenance. However, 
we shall soon have the pleasure of being acquainted 
with them one way or other ; for my brother Isaac 
designs, for the use of our sex, to give the exact 
characters of all the chief politicians who frequent 
any of the coffee-houses from St. James's to the 
Exchange ; but designs to begin with that cluster 
of wise heads, as they are found sitting every even- 
ing from the left side of the fire, at the Smyrna, to 
the door. This will be of great service to us ; and I 
have authority to promise an exact journal of their 
deliberations ; the publication of which I am to be 
allowed for pin-money. In the mean time, I cast 
ny eye upon a new book, which gave me more 
pleMmg entertainment, being a sixth part of Mil- 
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cellanj Poems published by Ja<N^ Tonaon * wbidi 
I find, hj my brother's notes ihkni it, no way infe- 
rior to the other volumes. There is, it seems, in 
this a collection of the best pastorals that have hi- 
therto appeared in £ngland; but among them none 
superior to that dialogue between Bylvia and Do- 
rinda, written by one of my own sex, ; f where all our 
little weaknesses are laid open in a manner more just, 
and with truer raillery, than ever man yet hit upon. 

Only this I now discern, 
From the things thon'dst have me learn, 
That womankind's peeuliar joys 
From past or present beauties rise. 

But, to re-assume my first design, there cannot be 
a greater instance of the command of females, thaa 
in the prevailing charms of the heroine in the play, 
which was acted this night, called, All for Love t 
or. The World well lost. The enamoured Anthony 
resigns glory and power to the force of the attrac- 
tive Cleopatra, whose charms were the defence of 
her diadem against a people otherwise invincible* 
It is so natural for women to talk of themselves, that 
it is to be hoped, all my own sex will at least pardon 
me, that I could fall into no other discourse. If we 
have their favour, we give ourselves very litds 
anxiety for the rest of our readers. I believe, I see 
a sentence of Latin in my brother's day-book of wil, 
which seems applicable on this occasion, aad hi 
coatempt of the critics, 

Trisiitiam et metus 

Tradam protervU in mare CreticumX 

Poriare ventis. HoR. 1. Od. xxvi. 9. 

No boding fears shall break my rest, 

Kor anxious cares inrade my breast ; 

Puff then, ye wanton gales, away. 

And f 1^14(6 them in the Cretan sea. R. WrMM. 

* Usually called Drydeo's collection, 
t By Mrs. Elizabeth Singer, afterwards Mrs. Rowe. 
X The humour ef Qlrs. Jenny Distaff's Latin quotation rises 
oat of tfaesimflarity between the words Creticum and CriHcum^ 
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But 1 am interrupted by a packet from Mr. Kid- 
ney, from St. James's coffee-house, which I am 
obliged to insert in the very style and words which 
Mr. Kidney uses in his letter. 

St, Jameses Coffee-house, May 2. 

We are advised by letters from Bern, dated the 
first instant, N. S. that the Duke of Berwick ar- 
rived at Lyons the twenty-fifth of the last month 
and continued his journey the next day to visit the 
passes of the mountains, and other posts in Dau- 
phine and Provence. These letters also informed 
us, that the miseries of the people in France are 
heightened to that degree, that unless a peace be 
speedily concluded, half of that kingdom would 
perish for want of bread. Oii the twenty-fourth, 
the Marshal de Thesse passed through Lyons, in 
his way to Versailles; and two battalions, which 
were marching from Alsace to reinfore the army 
of the Duke of Berwick, passed also through that 
place. Those troops were to be followed by six 
battalions more. 

Letters from Naples of the sixteenth of April 
say, that the Marquis de Prie's son was arrived 
there, with instructions from his father, to signify 
to the Viceroy the necessity his Imperial Majesty 
was under of desiring an aid from that kingdom, for 
carrying on the extraordinary expences of the war. 
On uie fourteenth of the same month, they made a 
review of the Spanish troops in that garrison, and 
afterwards of the marines ; one part of whom will 
embark with those designed for Barcelona, and the 
rest are to be sent on board the gallies appointed to 
convey provisions to that place. 

We hear from Rome, by letters dated the twen- 
tieth of April, that the Count de Mellos, Envoy 
from the King of Portugal, had made his public 
entry into that city with much state and magn 
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cenee. The Pope has lately held two other contuh 
toriesy wherein he made a promotion of Wo Cardi- 
nals; but the acknowledgment of King Charles is 
still deferred. 

Letters from other parts of Italy advise us, that 
the Doge of Venice continues dangerously ill ; that 
the Prince de Carignan, having relapsed into a 
violent fever, died the twenty-third of April in his 
eightieth year. 

Advices from Vienna of the twenty-seventh of 
April import, that the Archbishop of Saltzberg is 
dead, who is succeeded by Count Harrach, form- 
erly Bishop of Vienna, and for these last three 
years coadjutor to the said Archbbhop ; and that 
Prince Maximilian of Linchtenstein is likewise de- 
parted this life at his country seat called Cromaw, 
in Moravia. These advices add, that the Emperor 
has named Count Zinzendorf, Count Goes, and 
Monsieur Consbruck, for his plenipotentiaries in 
an ensuing treaty of peace; and tney hear from 
Hungary, that the Imperialists have had several 
successful skirmishes with the malcontents. 

Letters from Paris, dated May the sixth, say, that 
'the Marshal de Thesse arrived there on the twenty- 
ninth of the last month, and that the Chevalier de 
Beuil was sent thither by Don Pedro Ronquillo with 
advice, that the confederate squadron appeared be- 
fore Alicant on the seventeenth, and, having for 
some time cannonaded the city, endeavoured to land 
some troops for the relief of the castle ; but General 
Stanhope, finding the passes well guarded, and tike 
enterprise dangerous, demanded to capitulate for 
the castle ; which being granted him, the garrison, 
consisting of 600 regular troops, marched out with 
their arms and baggage the day following ; and being 
received on board, they immediately set sail for 
Barcelona. These letters add, that the march of 
the French and Swiss Te^mcti\» \f^ fuTther deferred 
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for a few days; and that the Duke of Noailles was 
JMSt ready to set out for Roussillon, as well as the 
Count de Bezons for Catalonia. 

The same adyices say, bread was sold at Paris for 
sixpence a pound; and that there was not half 
enough, even at that rate, to supply the necessities 
of the people, which reduced them to the utmos4 
despair; that 300 men had taken up arms, and^ 
baying {Sundered the market of the suburb of St. 
Germain, pressed down by their multitude the 
king's guards who opposed them. Two of those 
mutineers were afterwards seized and condemned to 
death : but four others went to the magistrate who 
fHTonounced that sentence, and told him, he must 
expect to answer with his own life for those of their 
comrades. All order and sense of goyemment being 
thus lost among the enraged people ; to keep up a 
show of audiority» the captain m the guards, who 
saw all their insolence, pretended, that he had re- 
presented to the king their deplorable condition, and 
had obtained their pardon. It is further reported, 
that the Dauphin and Dutchess of Burgundy, as 
they went to the opera were surrounded by crowds 
of people, who upbraided them with their neglect 
of me general calamity, in going to diversions, when 
the whole people were ready to perish for want of 
bread. Eaicts are daily published to suppress these 
riots ; and papers, with menaces against tne govern- 
ment, as publicly throws about. Among others, 
diese words were dropped in a court of justice : 
** France wants a Ravilliac, or a Jesuit, to deliver 
her." Besides this universal distress, there is a 
contagious sickness, which, it is feared, will end in 
a pestilence. Letters from Bourdeaux bring accounts 
no less lamentable: the peasants are driven by 
hunger from their abodes into that city, and make 
lamentations in the streets without redress. 

We are advised by letters from lYke^B^i^Bafe^^^^^ 
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the tenth instant, N. S. that on the sixth, the Mar- 
quis de Torcy arrived there from Paris; but the 
passport, by which he came, having been sent blank 
by Monsieur Rouille, he was there two days before 
his quality was known. That minister ofiered to 
communicate to Monsieur Heinsius the proposals 
which he had to make ; but the Pensionfuy^refused 
to see them, and said, he would signify it to the 
States, who deputed some of their own body to ac- 
quaint him, that they would enter into no negociation 
until the arrival of his grace the Duke of Marlboroughy 
and the other ministers of the alliance. Prince En- 
gene was expected there the twelfth instant from 
Brussels. It is said, that besides Monsieur de 
Torcy, and Monsieur Pajot, director-general of the 
posts, there are two or three persons at the Hague 
whose names are not known; but it is supposed, 
that the Duke d'Alba, ambassador from the Duke 
of Anjou, was one of them. The States have sent 
letters to all the cities of the provinces, desiring them 
to send their deputies to receive the propositions of 
peace made by the court of France. 

%* In the absence of Mrs. Bickerstaff, Mr. Distaff 
has received Mr. Nathaniel Broomstick's letter. 



N° n. THURSDAY, MAY 6. 1709. 

Quicquid agunt homines 

nostri est farrago libelH* 

. Ju?. Sat. i. 86, M* 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

By Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire. 

WiWs Coffee-home, May 3. 

A kinsman has sent me a letter, wherein he in- 
forms me, he had lately resolved io yttvI/^ an heroic 
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poem, but by business has been interrupted, and 
nas only made one similitude, which he should be 
afflicted to have lost; and begs of me to apply 
it to something, being very desirous to see it 
well placed in the world. I am so willing to help 
the distressed, that I haye taken it in : but, though 
his greater genius might yery well distinguish his 
yerses from mine, I haye marked where his begin. 
His lines are a description of the sun in eclipse, 
which I know nothing more like than a braye man 
in sorrow, who bears it as he should, without im- 
ploring the pity of his friends, or being dejected with 
the contempt of his enemies : as in the case of Cato, 

When all the globe to Caesar's fortune boVd, 
Cato alone his empire disallow 'd ; 
With inborn strength alone oppos'd mankind, 
With Heay'n in yiew, to all below it blind : 
Regardless of his friends' applause, or moan. 
Alone triumphant, since he falls alone. * 
^ Thus when the Ruler of the genial day 
Behind some darkening planet forms his way, 
Desponding mortals, with officious care, 
The concave drum and magic brass prepare { 
Implore him to sustain th' important fight, 
And save depending worlds from endless night; 
Fondly they hope their labour may avail 
To ease his con&ct, and assist his toil, 
Whilst he, in beams of native splendour bright, 
(Though dark his orb appear to human sight) 
Shines to the gods with more diffusive light i 
To distant stars with equal glory bums. 
Inflames their lamps, and feeds their golden urns. 
Sure to retain his luiown superior tract. 
And proves the more illustrious by defect." 

This is a yery liyely image ; but I must take the 
liberty to say, my kinsman driyes the sun a little 
like Fhaeton: he has all the warmth of Phoebus, 
but will not stay for his direction of it. Avail and 
toU, defect and tracts will neyer do for rhymes. But, 
however, he has the true spirit in Vvim\ lot h^Xsv^ 

• The verses are by Mr, Jibez H» ^«.%. 

I 
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reason I was willing to entertain any thing he pleased 
to send to me. The subject which he writes upmi 
naturally raises great reflections in the soul, and puts 
us in mind of the mixed condition which we mortab 
are to support; which as it varies to good or badf 
adorns or defaces our actions to the beholders: 
all which glory and shame must end in what we so 
much repine at, death. But doctrines on this occa* 
sion, any other than that of living well, are the most 
insignificant and most empty of all the labours of 
men. None but a tragedian can die by rule, and 
wait till he discovers a plot, or says a fine thing vpon 
his exit. In real life, this is a chimera; uid by 
noble spirits it will be- done decently ^ without the 
ostentation of it. We see men of all conditions and 
characters go through it with equal resolution: and 
if we consider the speeches of the mighty philoso- 
phers, heroes, lawgivers, and great captains, they 
can produce no more in a discerning spirit, than rules 
to make a man a fop on his death-bed, Comn^end 
me to that natural greatness of soul, expressed by 
an innocent, and consequently resolute country-fel- 
low, who said in the pains of the cholick, ** If I 
once get this breath out of my body, you shall lianr 
me before you put it in again." Honest Ned! and 
so he died.* 

But it is to be supposed, tiiat from this place yon 
may expect an account of such a thing as a new 
play is not to be omitted. That acted this niskt is 
the newest that ever was writ. The author is my 
ingenious friend Mr. Thomas Durfey. Tliis Drama 
is called, ''The Modem Prophets,'' and is a most 
unanswerable satire against the late spirit of entho* 
siasm. The writer had by long experience observed 
that, in company, very grave discourses had beoi 
followed by bawdry ; and therefore has turned tiM 

* This Ned was a fanner of Antton j Henley, ISsq, wko 
mentions this saying of his in aleU&x VA^V\i!L. 
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humour tlimt way with great success, and taken 
from his audience all manner of superstition, by the 
agitations of {Hretty Mrs, Bignell, whom he has, 
with great subtlety, made a lay sister, as well as a 
prophetess; by which means she carries on the af- 
fairs ot both worlds with great success. My friend 
designs to go on with another work against winter, 
which he intends to call, ''The Modem Poets/' a 
people no less mistaken in their opinions of being in- 
spired, than the other. In order to this, he has by 
lum seven songs, besides many ambiguities, which 
cannot be mistaJken for any thing but what he means 
them. Mr. Durfey generally writes state-plays, and 
is wonderfully useful to the world in such representa- 
tions. This method is the same that was used by 
the old Athenians, to laugh out of countenance or 

tromote opinions among the people. My friend 
as therefore, against this play is acted for his own 
benefit, made two dances, which may be also of an 
universal benefit. In the first he has represented ab- 
solute power in the person of a tall man with a hat 
and feather, who gives his first minister, that stands 
just before him, an huge kick ; the minister gives the 
Kick to the next before; and so to the end of the 
stage. In this moral and practical j est, you are made 
to understand, that there is, in an absolute govern- 
ment, no gratification, but giving the kick you re- 
ceive from one above you, to one below you. This 
is performed to a grave and melancholy air; but 
on a sudden the tune moves quicker, and the 
whole company fall into a circle, and take hands; 
and then, at a certain sharp note, they move round, 
and kick as kick can. This latter performance he 
makes to be the representation of a free state ; where, 
if you all mind your steps, you may go round and 
round very jolly, with a motion pleasant to y<^wrak^Vq^% 
and those you dance with : nay, if ^ouigiul^Q^%^^^^ 



88 TATLER. N* 11. 

out, at the worst you only kick and are kicked, like 
friends and equals. 

Frwn. my own Apartment ^ May 4, 

Of all the vanities under the sun, I confess that of 
being proud of one's birth is the greatest. At the 
same time, since in this unreasonable age, by the 
force of prevailing custom, things in which men haye 
no hand are imputed to them ; and that I am used by 
some people, as if Isaac Bickerstaff, though I write 
• myself Esquire, was nobody : to set the world right 
in that particular, I shall give you may genealogy, 
as a kinsman of ours has sent it me from the Herald's 
Office. It is certain, and observed by the wisest 
writers, that there are women who are not nicely 
chaste, and men not severely honest, in all families; 
therefore let those who may be apt to raise aspersions 
upon ours, please to give us as impartial an account of 
their own, and we shall be satished. The business 
of heralds is a matter of so great nicety, that, to avoid 
mistakes, I shall give you my cousin's letter, verba- 
Hm, without altering a syllable. 

" Dear Cousin, 

^^ Since you have been pleased to make yourself 
so famous of late, by your ingenious writings, and 
some time ago by your learned predictions : since 
Partridge, of immortal memory, is dead and gone, 
who, poetical as he was, could not understand his 
own poetry ; and philomatical as he was, could not 
read his own destiny: since the pope, the kiag of 
France, and great part of his court, are either ute- 
rally or metaphorically defunct : since, I say, these 
things (not foretold by any one but yourself) have 
come to pass after so surprising a manner: it is with 
no small concern I see the original of the Staflian 
race so little known in the world as it is at this time; 
for which reason, as you have employed your studies 
In astronomy, and the occult «c\eiv<^^%, %o 1^ my 



N* II* TATLER. 89 

mother being a Welsh woman, dedicated mine to 
^etnealogy , particularly that of our own family , which, 
for its antiquity and number, may challenge any in 
Great Britain. The Staffs are originally of Stafford- 
shire, which took its name from dbiem : the first that 
I find of the Staffs was one Jacobstaff, a famous and 
renowned astronomer, who by Dorothy his wife, had 
issue seren sons, yiz. Bickerstaff, Longstaff; Wag- 
staff, Quarterstaff, Whitestaff, Falstaff, and Tip- 
staff. He also had a younger brother, who was 
twice married, and had nVe sons, viz. Distaff, Pike- 
staff, Mopstaff, Broomstaffy and Raggedstaff. As 
for the branch from whence you spring, I shall say 
rery little of it, only that it is the chief of the Staffs; 
and called Bickerstaff, quasi Biggerstaff ; as much 
as to say, the Great Staff, or Staff of Staffs ; and 
that it has applied itself to astronomy with great suc- 
cess, after the example of our aforesaid forefather. 
The descendants from Longstaff, the second son, 
were a rakish, disorderly sort of people, and rambled 
from one place to another, until, m the time of Harry 
the Second, they settled in Kent, and were called 
Long-Tails, from the long tails which were sent them 
as a punishment for the murder of Thomas a-Becket, 
as the legends say. They have always been sought 
after by the ladies ; but whether it be to show their 
aversion to popery, or their love to miracles, I can- 
not say. The Wagstaffs are a merry, thoughtless 
sort o/^people, who have always been opinionated of 
their own wit ; they have turned themselves mostfy 
to poetry. This is the most numerous branch of our 
family, and the poorest. The Quarterstaffs are most 
of them prize-fighters or deerstealers ; there have 
been so many of them hanged lately, that there are 
very few of that branch of our family left. The 
White^taffs* are all coqrtiiers, and have had very 

* An allusion to the staff that is cartied, «a ^tl ^cii^s^^l 
his office, by the first Lord of the TreaBury ^-^Yvq \^ «l^t<i«vk^% 

I2 
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considerable places. There haye been some of them 
of that strength and dexterity, that five hundred* 
of the ablest men in the kingdom have often tugged 
in vain to pull a staff out of their hands. The Fal- 
staffs are strangely given to whoring and drinking : 
there are abundance of them in and about Londoir. 
One thing is very remarkable of this branch, and that 
is, there are just as many women as men in it. There 
was a wicked stick of wood of this name in Henry 
the Fourth's time, one Sir John Falstaff. As for 
Tipstaff, the youngest son, he was an honest fellow; 
but his sons, and his sons' sons, have all of them 
been the veriest rogues living: it is this unlucky 
branch that has stocked the nation with that swarm 
of lawyers, attorneys, Serjeants, and bailiffs, with 
which the nation is over-run. Tipstaff, being a 
seventh son, used to cure the kings evil; but his 
rascally descendants are so far from having that 
healing quality, that, by a touch upon the shoulder, 
they give a man such an ill habit of body, that he 
can never come abroad afterwards. This is all I 
know of the line of Jacobstaff : his younger brother 
Isaacstaff, as I told you before, had five sons, and 
was married twice; his first wife was a Staff (for 
they did not stand upon false heraldry in those days) 
by whom he had one son, who, in process of time, 
being a schoolmaster, and well reaa in the Greek, 
called himself Distaff or Twicestaff. He was not 
very rich, so he put his children out to trades, and 
the Distaffs have ever since been employed in the 
woollen and linen manufactures, except myself, who 
am a genealogist. Pikestaff, the eldest son by the 
second venter, was a man of business, a downright 
plodding fellow, and withall so plain that he becamie 
a proverb. Most of this family are at present in the 

hninourously compared l)y Steele to *' an emmet disthiguish- 
ed from his fellows by a white straw.'' 

• The Hoiise of Commonit 
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anny. Raggedstaff was an unlucky boy, and used 
to tear his clothes in getting birds' nests, and was 
always playing with a tame bear his father kept. 
Mopstaff fell in love with' one of his father's maids, 
and used to help her to clean the house. Broomstaff 
was a chimney-sweeper. The Mopstaffs and Broom- 
staffs are naturally as civil people as ever went out 
of doors : but, alas ! if diey once get into ill hands ^ 
they knock down all before them. Pilgrimstaff ran 
away from his friends, and went strolling about the 
country : and Pipestaff was a wine-cooper. These 
two were the unlawful issue of Longstaff. 

^' N. B. The Canes, the Clubs, the Cudgels, the 
Wands, the Devil upon two Sticks,* and one Bread, 
that goes by the name of Staff-of-Life, are none of 
our relations. I am, dear Cousin, 

" Your humble servant. 

From the Herald's Office, " D. DiSTAFF." 

May 1, 1709. 

St. Jameses Coffee-house, May 4. 

As political news is not the principal subject on 
which we treat, we are so happy as to have no oc- 
casion for that art of cookery which our brother 
newsmongers so much excel in : as appears by their 
excellent and inimitable manner of dressing up a sar 
cond time for your taste the same dish which they 
gave you the day before, in case there come over 
no new pickles irom Holland. Therefore, when we 
have nothing to say to you from courts and camps, 
we hope still to give you somewhat new and curious 
from ourselves ; the women of our house, upon oc- 
casion, being capable of carrying on the business, 
according to the laudable custom of the wives in 
Holland : but without farther preface, take what we 
have not mentioned in our former relations. 

Letters from Hanover, of the thirtieth of the last 

• An allusion to the << Diable BoitexkV* oil \a^%%^« 
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month, say, that the Prince Royal of Prussia ar- 
riyed there on the fifteenth, and left that court on 
the second of this month, in pursuit of his journey to 
Flanders, where he makes the ensuing campaign. 
Those advices add, that the young Prince Nassau, 
hereditary governor of Friesland, celebrated on iSbe 
twenty-sixth of the last month his marriage with the 
beauteous Princess of Hesse-Cassel, with a pomp 
and magnificence suitable to their age and quality. 

Letters from Paris say, his most Christian Ma- 
jesty retired to Marly on the first instant, N. S. and 
our last advices from Spain inform us, that the 
Prince of Asturias had made his public entry into 
Madrid in great splendor. The Duke of Anjon has 
given Don Joseph Hartado de Amaraga the goreni- 
ment of Terra Firma de Veragua, and the presi- 
dency of Panama in America. They add, that the 
forces commanded by the Marquis de Bay have been 
reinforced by six battalions of Spanish Walloon 
guards. Letters from Lisbon advise, that the army 
of the king of Portugal was at Elvas on the twevty- 
second of the last month, and would decamp on the 
twenty-fourth, in order to march upon the enemjt 
who lay at Badajos. 

Yesterday, at four in the morning, his grace the 
Duke of Marlborough set out for Margate^ and em- 
barked for Holland at eight this morning. 

Yesterday also Sir George Thorold was declared 
Alderman of Cordwainers' Ward, in the room of his 
brother Sir Charles Thorold, deceased. 

ActoertisemeKt. 

%* Any ladies who have any particular stories of 
their acquaintance, which they are willing privately 
to make public, may send tiiem by the penny-post 
to Isaac Bickerstaff, Esq. inclosed to Mr. John 
Morphew, near Stationers' Hall. 
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Quteqwid agunt kominet 

nostri est farrago libeUi. 

Jnv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Oar motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

May 5. 

When a man has engaged to keep a stage-coach, 
he is obliged, whether he has passengers or not, to 
set out: thus it fares with us weekly historians; but 
indeed, for my particular, I hope I shall soon have 
little more to do in this work, than to publish what 
is sent me from such as have leisure and capacity 
for giving delight, and being pleased in an elegant 
manner. The present grandeur of the British nation 
might make us expect, that we should rise in our 
public diversions, and manner of enjoying life, in 
proportion to our advancement in glory and power. 
Instead of that, survey this town and you will find 
rakes and debauchees are your men of pleasure; 
thoughtless atheists and illiterate drunkards call 
themselves free-thinkers ; and gamesters, banterers, 
biters, swearers, and twenty new-bom insects more, 
are, in their several species, the modern men of wit. 
Hence it is, that a man, who has been out of town 
but one half year, has lost the language, and must 
have some friend to stand by him, and keep him in 
countenance for talking common sense. To-day I 
saw a short interlude at White's, of this nature, which 
I took notes of, and put together as well as I could 
in a public place. The persons of the drama are 
Pip» the last gentleman that has been made so at 
cards ; Trimmer, a person half undone at them, and 
who is now between a cheat and a gentLeinaj\\ Aj^nr*^ 
an honest Eaglishman of good ig\«xa&^iii^VBJ 



94 TATLBR. N*lf# 

ing ; and Mr. Friendly, a reaacmable man of the 
town. 

White's Chocolate-lunuet May 5. 

Enter Pip, Trimmer, and Acorn* 

Ac. What is the matter, gentlemen ; what ! take 
no notice of an old friend ? 

Pip. Pox on it ! do not talk to me, I am Towel- 
ed by the count, and cursedly out of humour. 

Ac. Vaweledi pr'ythee. Trimmer, what does ht 
mean by that ? 

Trim. Have a care, Harry, speak softly ; do not 
show your ignorance: if you do, they will bite yoa 
wherever they meet you ; they are such cursed cani, 
the present wits. 

Ac, Bite me ! what do you mean ? 

Pip. Why! do not you know what biiimg is? 
nay, you are in the right on it. Howeyer, oae 
would learn it only to defend one's self against nen 
of wit, as one would know the tricks of play, to be 
secure against the cheats. But do not you hear. 
Acorn, that report, that some potentates of the 
alliance have taken care of themselves exclusively 
ofus? 

Ac. How ! Heaven forbid ! after all our gloriow 
victories ; all the expence of blood and treasure I 

Pip. Bite I 

Ac, Bite! how? 

Trim. Nay, he has bit you fairiy enough ; that is 
certain. 

Ac. Pox ! I do not feel it How? where t 

[Exeunt Pip and Trimmer lau&kinff, 

Ae. Ho ! Mr. Friendly, your most humble ser- 
vant; you heard what passed between those Am 
gentlemen and me. Pip complained to me, thai he 
had been voweled; and they tell me I am bit. 

FHend. You are to understand, Sir, that simpli- 
city of behaviour, which Va the ipwi^c^xi fA iigool 
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breeding and good sense, is utterly lost in the world ; 
and in the room of it there are started a thousand 
little inrentionsy which men, barren of better things, 
take up in the place of it. Thus for everj character 
in conveiBation that used to {^ease, there is an im- 
postcNT pat upon you* Him whom we allowed, for- 
merly, for a certain pleasant subtlety and natural way 
of giving you an unexpected hit, called a DroU, is 
now mimicked by a Biter, who b a dull fellow, that 
tells you a lie with a grave face, and laughs at you 
for knowing no better l^aa to belieye him. Instead 
of that sort of eompanion who could rally you, and 
keep his countenance, until he made you fall into 
some little inconsistency of behaviour, at which you 
yourself could laugh with him, you have the sneerer, 
who will keep you company from morning to night, 
to gather your follies of the day (which perhaps yon 
e<muttitouto£ confidence in him) and expose you ifl 
the evening to all the scomers in town. For your 
man of sense and free spirit, whose set of thoughts 
were buttt upon learning, reason, and experience, 
yott haye now an impudent creature made up of vice 
only, who supports his ignorance by his courage, 
and want of learning by contempt of it. 

Ac. Dear Sir, hold : what you have told me al- 
ready of this change in conversation is too miserable 
to be heard with aaty delight; but methinks as these 
new creatures appear in the world, it might give an 
excellent fiekl to writers for the stage, to divert us 
with the representation of them there. 

Friend. No, no; as you say, ^re might be 
some hopes of redress of those grievances, if there 
were proper care taken of the theatre; but the history 
of that is yet more lamentable, than that of the de- 
cay of conversation I gave you. 

Ae, Pray, 8ir, a little. I have not been in town 
these six years, until within this fortnl^l. 

Friend. It is now some time siiie% %%N«ti!L\«^^^ 
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lutions in the gay world had made the empire of the 
stage subject to very fatal conyulsions, which were 
too dangerous to be cured by the skill of little King 
Oberon*, who then sat on the throne of it. The lazi- 
ness of this Prince threw him upon the choice of a 
person who was fit to spend his life in contentions, an 
able and profound attorney > to whom he mortgaged 
his whole empire. This Divitof is the most skilfiil 
of all politicians ; he has a perfect art in being unin- 
telligible in discourse, and uncomeatable in business: 
but he^ having no understanding in this way, brought 
in upon us, to get in his money, ladder-dancers, rope- 
dancers, jugglers, and mountebanks, to strut in the 
place of Shakspeare's heroes, and Jonson's humour- 
ists. When the seat of wit was thus mortgaged 
without equity of redemption, an architect t arose, 
who has built the Muse a new palace, but secured 
her no retinue ; so that, instead oi action there, we 
have been put off by song and dance. This latter 
help of sound has also begun to fail for want of 
voices ; therefore the palace has since been put into 
the hands of a surgeon, who cuts any foreign fellow 
into an eunuch§, and passes him upon us for a singer 
of Italy. 

Ac, I will go out of town to-morrow. 

Friend, Things are come to this pass; and yet 
the world will not understand, that the theatre has 
much the same effect on the manners of the age, as 
the Bank on the credit of the nation. Wit and spirit, 
humour and good sense, can never be revivea but 
under the government of those who are judges of 

♦ Mr. Owen, or Mac Owen Swiny. 
t Christopher Rich. 
X Sir John VaAbrjigh. 

^ John-James Heydegger, Esq. styled here a surgeon, hi 
allusion to the employment assigned to him : he hadat uat 
time the direction of the operas, as he had afterwards of the 
fnasguendes. 
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such talents ; who know, that whatever is put up in 
their stead, is but a short and trifling expedient, to 
support the eippearance of them for a season. It is 
possible, a peace will give leisure to put the matters 
under new regulations ; but, at present, all the assist- 
ance we can see towards our recovery is as far from 
giving us help, as a poultice is from performing what 
can be done only by the grand elixir. 

WilTs Coffee-hcusCy May 6. 

According to our late design in the applauded 
verses On the Morning f, which you lately had from 
hence, we proceed to improve that just intention, and 
present you with other labours, made proper to the 
place in which they were written. The following poem 
comes from Copenhagen, and is as fine a winter- 
piece as we have ever had from any of the schools 
of the most learned painters. Such images as these 
give us a new pleasure in our sight, and fix upon our 
minds traces of reflection, which accompany us 
whenever the like objects occur. In short, excellent 
poetry and description dwell upon us so agreeably, 
that all the readers of them are made to think, if not 
write, like men of wit. But it would be injury to 
detain you longer from this excellent performance, 
which is addressed to the Earl of Dorset by Mr. 
Philips, the author of several choice poems in Mr. 
Tonson's new Miscellany. 

Copenhtigeny March 9, 1709. 
From frozen climes, and endless tracts of snow. 
From streams that Northern winds forbid to flow, 
What present shall the Muse to Dorset bring, 
Or how, so near the Pole, attempt to sing 7 
The hoajry winter here conceals from sight 
All pleasing objects that to verse invite : 
The hills and dales, and the delightful woods. 
The flow'ry plains, and silver-streaming floods 
By snow disguis'd, in bright confusion lie. 
And with one dazzling waste fati^^e tS\!b^^«^ 

t By Swift. 
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No gentle-breatlunf breem prepare the spring. 
No birds withiB the (Jtesert region sing ; 
The ships umnoy'd, the boisterous winds defy. 
While rattling chariots o'er the ocean ty, 
Hm rafft Leriathan wants room to play. 
And spout his waters in the face of day $ 
The starving wolves along the main sea prowl, 
And to the moon in icy valleys howl. 
Fov many a shining league the level mun 
Here spreads itself into a glassy plain ; 
There solid billows of enormous size, 
V Alps of green ice, in wild disorder rise. 

"' \ And yet but lately have I seen, ev'n here, 

, -^ The winter in a lovely dress appear. 

V Ere yet the i^Quds let fall the treasu/d snow, 

Or winds jSegan.thro^ hazy skies to blow, 
At efvenlq^^sl Iteen Eastern breeze arose 
AndTthe descending rain unsully'd iroee. ^ 
Soon as the silent shades of night withdrew, 

\ The ruddy mom disclosed at once to view 

The face of nature in a rich disguise, 
And brighten'd ev'ry object to my eyes ; 
For every shrub, and every blade of grass, 
And every pointed thorn, seem'd vnrought in g^ass ; 
In pearls and rubies rich the hawthorns show. 
While tim/ the ice the crimson berries glow. 
Hie tfaock-sprung reeds the watery manriieB yield 
Seem polish'd lances in a hostile field. 
The stag in limpid currents, with surprize, 
Sees crystal branches on his forehead rise. 
The spreadinir oak, the beech, and towering pinea) 
Olaz'd over, in the freezing aether shine : ' — 
The frighted birds the rattling branches shun. 
That wave and glitter in the distant sun. 
* When, if a sudden gust of wind arise, 

' The brittle forest into atoms flies ; 

The crackling wood beneath the tempest benda, 
s And in a spai^^d shower the prospect ends ; 

Or, if a Southern gale the region warm. 
And by degrees unbind the wintry charm. 
The traveller a miry country sees 
And journeys sad beneath tiie drooping trees. 
Like some deluded peasant, Merlin leads 
Thro' fragiaat bowers and thro' delieioua ueadB ; 
While here enchanted gardens to lum ritfe. 
And airy fabrios there attract hto eyes. 
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Hi9 wandering leet ti^ ma^ pailif pmqrttf ; 
And while he thinjks the fair illasion true, 
The trackless scenes disperse in fluid air. 
And woods and wilds, and thorny ways appear ; 
A tedious road the weary wretch returns, 
And as he goes the transient vision mourns. 

From my own Apartment, May 6. 

There has a mail diis day arrived from Holland ; 
but the matter of thel advices importing rather what 
gives us great expectations, than any positive assu- 
rances, I shall, for this time, decline giving you what 
I know; and apply the following verses of Mr. 
Dry den, in the second part of *' Ahnanzor," to the 
present circumstances of things, without discovering 
what my knowledge in astronomy suggests to me : 

When Empire in its childhood first spears, 
A watchful fate o'ersees its tender years : 
Till, grown more strong, it thrusts and stretches out, 
And elbows all the kingdoms round about : 
The place thus made for its first breathing free, 
It moves again for ease and luxury ; 
Till, swelling by degrees, it has possest 
The greater space, and now crowds up the rest, 
When from behind there starts some petty state, 
And pushes on its now unvneldy fieite ; 
Then down the precipice of time it goes, 
And sinks in minutes, which in ages rose. 



N<» 13. TUESDAY, MAY 10, 1709. 

Quicqvid 0gunt homines 

nostri est farrago libelli, 

Juv. Sat. i. 89, M. 

What'er men do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

From my own Apartment, May 8. 

Much hurry and business has to-day perplexed me 
into a mood too thoughtful foT |^oui% m\x> QOi»^%aK|\ 
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for which reason instead of the tareniy I went into 
Lincohi's-inn walks ; and, having taken a round or 
two, I sat down, according to the allowed famili- 
arity of these places, on a bench ; at the other end 
of which sat a venerable gentleman, who, speaking 
with a very affable air, " Mr. Bickerstaff/' said he, 
** I take it for a very great piece of good fortune 
that you have found me out." '* Sir," said I, ** I 
had never, that I know of, the honour of seeing 
you before." " That," replied he, " is what I have 
often lamented ; but, I assure you, I have for many 
years done you good offices, without being observed 
by you ; or else, when you had any little glimpse of 
my being concerned in an affair, you have fled from 
me, and shunned me like an enemy ; but, however, 
the part I am to act in the world is such, that I 
am to go on in doing good, though I meet with 
never so many repulses, even from those I oblige." 
This, thought I, shows a great good nature, but 
little judgment, in the persons upon whom he confers 
his favours. He immediately took notice to me, 
that he observed, by my countenance, I thought 
him indiscreet in his beneficence ; and proceeded to 
tell me his quality in the following manner : '^ I 
know thee, Isaac, to be so well versed in the occult 
sciences, that I need not much preface, or make 
long preparations to gain your faith, that there are 
airy beings who are employed in the care and at- 
tendance of men, as nurses are to infants, until they 
come to an age in which they can act of themselves. 
These beings are usually called, amongst men, 
guardian angels ; and, Mr. Bickerstaff, I am to ac- 
quaint you, that I am to be your's for some time to 
come ; it being our orders to vary our stations, and 
sometimes to have one patient under our protection, 
and sometimes another, with a power of assuming 
what shape we please, to ensnare our Wards into 
fJieir own good. I have oi \^le Vi^ciii u^^on snch 
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hard duty, aid know you have so raueh work for 
me, that I think fit to appear to you face to ftice, to 
desire you will give me as little occasion for vigi- 
lance as you can.'^ *^ Sir," said I, ''it will be a 
great instruction to me in my behaviour, if you 
please to give me some account of your late empuoy- 
ments, and what hardships and satisfactions you have 
had in them, that I may govern myself accordingly.^ 
He answered, '' To give you an example of the 
drudgery we go ^ough, I will entertain yon only 
with my three last stations. I was on the first of 
April last put to mortify a great Beauty, with whom 
I was a week; from her I went to a common 
swearer, and have been last with a gamester. 
When I first came to my lady, I found my great 
work was to guard well her eyes and ears ; but her 
flatterers were so numerous, and the house, after 
the modem way so full of looking-glasses, that I 
seldom had her safe but in her sleep. Whenever 
we went abroad, we were surrounded by an army of 
enemies ; when a well-made man appeared, he was 
sure to have a side-glance of observations ; if a dis- 
agreeable fellow, he had a full face, out of mere 
inclination to conquests : but at the close of the 
evening, on the sixth of the last month, my ward 
was sitting on a couch, reading Ovid's £pistles; 
and as she came to this Une of Helen to Paris, 

'' She half consents who silently denies,**' 

enlered Philanderf, who is the most skilful of all 
Men in an address to women. He is arrived at the 
perfection of that art which gains them ; which is, 
^ to talk like a very miserable man, but lo<^ like a 
^mrf happy one.' I saw Dictinna blush at his en- 

« TItts Une occurs in a joint tvsMUtkMi of << Bdea'a Spi». 
ties toPsrU," by the Earl of Molcraye and Btydfls^ in tfif 
cdttion of «« Qyid's Epistles, 1709.^* 

t livrposed to be Lord Halifta. 

K 1 
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trance, which gave me tlie alarm ; but he immedi- 
ately said something so agreeably, on. her being at 
study, and the novelty of finding a ladv employed 
in so grave a manner, tliat he on a sudden became 
very familiarly a man of no consequence, and in an 
instant laid all her suspicions of his skill asleepi as 
he had almost done mine ; until I observed him veiy 
dangerously turn his discourse upon the elegance of 
her dress, and her judgment in the choice of that 
very pretty morning. Haviiig had women before 
under my care, I trembled at the apprehension of a 
man of sense who could talk upon trifles, and re- 
solved to stick to my post with all the circumspec- 
tion imaginable. In short, I prepossessed her 
against all he could say to the advantage of her 
dress and person ; but he turned again the dis- 
course, where I found I had no power over her, on 
the abusing her friends and acquaintance. He al- 
lowed, indeed, that Flora had a little beauty, and 
a great deal of wit : but then she was so ung^ainly in 
her behaviour, and such a laughing hoyden ! Pas- 
torella had with him the allowance of being blame- 
less ; but what was that towards being praise-wor- 
thy ? To be only innocent, is not to be virtuous. 
He afterwards spoke so much against Mrs. Dipple's 
forehead, Mrs. Prim's mouth, Mrs. Dentnnce's 
teeth, and Mrs. Fidget's cheeks, that she grew 
downright in love with him : for it is always to be 
understood, that a lady takes all you detract from 
the rest of her sex to be a gift to her. In a word, 
things went so far that I was dismissed ; and she 
will remember that evening nine months, from the 
sixth of April, by a very remarkable token. The 
next, as I said, I went to, was a common swearer. 
Never was a creature so puzzled as myself, when 
I came first to view his brain ; half of it was won 
out, and filled up with mere expletives, that had 
odung to do with any other parts of the texture ; 
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therefore, when he called for his cloaths iii< a morn- 
mg, he would cry, \ John ! ' John does not answer. 
* What a plague ! nobody there ? What the devil, 
and rot me, John, for a lazy dog as you are ! ' I 
knew no way to cure him, but by writing down all 
he said one morning as he was dressing, and laying 
it before him on the toilet when he came to pick his 
teeth. The last recital I gave him, of what he said 
for half an hour before, was, ' What, a pox rot me ! 
where is the wash-ball ? call the chairmen ! damn 
them, I warrant they are at the alehouse already ! 
zounds f iuid confound them 1 ' When he came to 
the glass, he takes up my note--' Ha! this fellow 
is worse than I : what, does he swear with pen and 
ink?' But, reading on, he found them to be his own 
words. The stratagem had so good an effect upon 
him, that he grew immediately a new man, and is 
learning to speak without an oath, which makes 
him extremely short in his phrases ; for, as I ob- 
served before, a conmion swearer has a brain with- 
out any idea on the swearing side; therefore my 
ward has yet mighty little to say, and is forced to 
substitute some other vehicle of nonsense, to supply 
the defect of his usual expletives. When I left 
him, he made use of ' Odsbodikins ! Oh me ! and 
Never stir alive ! ' and so forth ; which gave me 
hopes of his recovery. So I went to the next I told 
you of, the gamester. When we, first take our 
place about a man, the receptacles of the pericra- 
nium are immediately searched. In his, I found no 
one ordinary trace of thinking ; but strong passion, 
violent desires, and a continued series of different 
changes, had torn it to pieces. There appeared no 
middle condition ; the tnumph of a Prince, or the 
misery of a Beggar, were his alternate, states. J 
was with him no longer than one day, which.- waak 
yesterday. In the morning at twelve we .mm 
worth four thousand pounds ;. at tiM:«b,;v%. 
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rived at six thousand ; half an hour after, "vre wen 
reduced to one thousand ; at four of the dock, wi 
were down to two hundred ; at five, to fifty ; at «x 
to five ; at seven^ to one guinea : the next bet, ti 
nothing. This morning he borrowed half a crowi 
of the maid who cleans his shoes ; and is bm 
gaming in Lincoln's-Inn Fields among the boya fin 
farthings and oranges , until he has made up thm 
pieces, and then he returns to White's into uie bet 
company in town." 

Thus ended our first discourse ; and, it is hoped 
you will forgive me that I have picked so little oa 
of my companion at our first interview. In thi 
next, it is possible he may tell me more pleaaiii( 
incidents ; for though he is a familiar, he is not ai 
evil spirit. 

St, Jameses Coffee-house, May 9. 

We hear from the Hague of the fourteentli iastast 
T. S. that Monsieur de Torcy hath had £req«ea 
;oBferenees with the Grand Pensioner, and tb 
other ministers who were heretofore conamissionei 
to treat with Monsieur Rouille. The preliminmris 
^ of a peace are almost settled, and the proceeding 
wait only for the arrival of the Duke of Marlbe 
rough ; after whose approbation of the articles pre 
posed, it is not doubted but the methods of tb 
treaty will be publicly known. In the aiean tin 
the otates have declared an abhorrence of takioj 
any step in this great affair, but4n concert with tb 
Court of Great Britain, and other Pirmoes of ik 
alliance. The posture of affairs in France does ac 
cessarily oblige that nation to be VMy mnoh I 
earnest jn their offers ; and Monsieur de Torcy ball 
professed to the Grand Pensioner, that hcs wil 
%TOid all occasions of giving him the least jealonsn 
bis using any address in private conversation n 
the enda of bia embassy. It is said 
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that as soon as the preliminaries are adjusted^ that 
minister is to return to the French Court. The 
States of Holland have resolved to make it an in- 
struction to all their men of war and privateers, to 
bring into their ports whatever neutral ships they 
shall meet with, laden with corn, and bound for 
France ; and, to avoid all cause of complaint from 
the Potentates to whom these ships shall belong, 
their full demand for their freight shall be paid them 
there. The French Protestants residing in that 
country have applied themselves to their respective 
magistrates, desiring that there may be an article in 
the treaty of peace which may give liberty of con- 
science to the Protestants in France. Monsieur 
Bosnage, Minister of the Walloon church at Rot- 
terdam, has been at the Hague, and hath had some 
conferences with the Deputies of the States on that 
subject. It is reported there, that all the French 
refugees in those dominions are to be naturalized, 
that they may enjoy the same good effects of the 
treaty with the Hollanders themselves, in respect of 
France. 

Letters from Paris say, the people conceive great 
hopes of a sudden peace, from Monsieur Torcy^s 
being employed in the negotiation ; he being a mi- 
nister of too great weight in that Court to be sent on 
any employment in Which his master would not act 
in a manner wherein he might justly promise himself 
success. The French advices add, that there is an 
insurrection in Poictou, three thousand men have 
taken up arms, and beaten the troops which were 
appointed to disperse them : three of the mutineers 
being taken, were immediately executed; and as 
many of the King's party were used after the same 
manner. 

Our late acts of naturalization hath had so great 
an effect in foreign parts, that some Princea ida!«% 
prohibited the French refugees m iShfiVi ^otsqs&qs 
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to sell or transfer their estates to any oHier of dwir 
subjects ; and at the same time have granted Aem 
greater immunities than they hitherto enjoyed. It 
has been also thought necessary to restraui Aeir 
own subjects from leaving their conntryy on pab ef 
death. 



N° 14. THURSDAY, MAY 12, 1709. 



Quiequid agunt homines-^—' 

noatri est farrago HbelH, 

Juv. Sat. i. 89, 86. 
Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream. 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

From my own Apartment, May 10. 

Had it not been that my familiar had appeared lo 
me, as I told you in my last, in person, i had c«- 
tainly been unable to have found even words wi(h^ 
out meaning, to keep up my intelligence with tha 
town ; but he has checked me severely for my de- 
spondence, and ordered me to go on in my desigB 
of observing upon things, and forbearing persona; 
for, said he, the age you live in is such, that a gaoi 
picture of any vice or virtue will infallibly be nub' 
represented; and though none will take the kinf 
descriptions you make so much to themselves, as t 
wish well to the author, yet all will resent the i 
characters you produce, out of fear of their on 
turn in the licence you must be obliged to take, 
you point at particular persons. I took hu admoi 
tion kindly, and immediately promised him to t 
pardon of the author of the " Advice to the Poet 
for my raillery upon his work ; though I aime^ 
no more in that examination, but to convince b 
iuid ail men of genius, oi the folly of layin§^ A 
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Stir en out on sochplan^ as are below their characters. 
I hope too it was done without ill-breeding, and no- 
thing spoken below what a civilian (as it is allowed I 
am) may utter to a physician*. After this preface, 
all the worid may be safe from my writings ; for, if 
I can find nothing to commend, I am silent, and will 
forbear the subject; for, though I am a reformer, I 
scorn to be an inquisitor. 

It would become all men, as well as me, to lay 
before them the noble character of Yerus the ma- 
gistratef, who always sat in triumph over, and 
contempt of, rice; he never searched after it, or 
spaired it when it came before him : at the same time 
1m could see through the hypocrisy and disguise of 
those, who have no pretence to virtue themselves, 
but by their severity to the vicious. This same 
Vems was, in times past. Chief Justice (as we call 
it amongst us) in Felicia^. He was a man of pro- 
found knowledge of the laws of his country, and as 
jnst an observer of them in his own person : he con- 
sidered justice as a cardinal virtue, not as a trade 
for maintenance. Wherever he wasjudge, he never 
forgot that he Was also counsel. The criminal be- 
fore him was always sure he stood before his country, 
a»d, in a sort, a parent of it : the prisoner knew, 
that though his spirit was broken with guilt, and in- 
capable of language to defend itself, all would be 
gathered from him which could conduce to his safety; 
and fhfit his judge would wrest no law to destroy 
him, nor conceal any that could save him. In his 
time there was a nest of pretenders to justice, who 
happened to be employed to put things in a method 
for being examined before him at his usual sessions : 
these animals were to Yerus, as monkeys are to men ; 

* Sir Richard Blackmore. 

f Sir Jebn Holt, Lord Chief Justice m the reign of King 
WiHfanr tH, and for some years after that Kin^fk d«»^. 
t Britain. 
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i like, that you can hardly disovrn them, but so 
base, that you are ashamed of their fraternity. Ii 

frew a phrase, " Who would do justice od the 
uBtices ? ' That certainly would Verus. I haie 
seen an old trial when- he sat Judge on two of them, 
one was called Trick-track, the other Tear-shift; 
one was a learned judge of sharpers ; the other the 
quickest of all men at finding out a wench. Trid- 
track never spared a pickpocket, but was a coh- 
panion to cheats ; Tear-shift would make complimenU 
to wenches of quality, but certainly commit poor 
ones. If a poor rogue wauled a lodging, Trick-lracli 
sent him tti gaol for a thief; if a poor whore west 
only with one thin peticoat. Tear-shift would tin- 
prison ber for being loose in her dress. Tbesf 
patriots infested the days of Verus, while they altef- 
nately committed and released each other's prtsonen: 

I hut Verus regarded them as criminals, and alwayi 
t<ntajl upon men as they stood in the eye of justice, 
I t respecting whether they sat on the bencb, 

I d at the bar. 

i. 



Will's Coffee-house, May 11. 

iterday we were entertained with the tnigedj 

a Eatl of Esses*; in which there is no" 

iline, and yet a play which was never seco 

-jboutdrawiug tears from somepart of the audience; 

iemarkable instance that the soul is not to Im 

lovedby words, but tilings; for the incidents intliii 

drama are laid together so happily, that the spectator 

makes die play for himself, by the force wbioh the 

*2u-<;umstance has upon his imagination. Thus, ia 

'**^ite of the most dry discourses, and expressiou 

iDQHt ridiculous with respect to propriety, it it 

Uossible for one unprejudiced to see it, untouched 

^ pity. 1 must coufes:^, this effect is not wrougbb 

mch as examine why they we pleased ; but it 
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never fails to appear on those who are not too learned 
in nature, to be moved by her first suggestions. It 
is certain, the person and behaviour of Mr. Wilks 
has no small share in conducing to the popularity of 
the play ; and when a handsome fellow is going to a 
more coarse exit than beheading, his shape and 
countenance make every tender one reprieve him 
with all her heart, without waiting until she heard his 
dying words. 

This evening The Alchymist was played. This 
comedy is an example of Ben Jonson's extensive 
genius, and penetration into the passions and fol- 
lies of mankind. The scene in the fourth act, 
where all the cheated people oppose the man that 
would open their eyes, has something in it so 
inimitably excellent, that it is certainly as great a 
master-piece as has ever appeared by any hand. 
The author's great address in showing covetousness 
the motive of the actions of the puritan, the epicure, 
the gamester, and the trader; and that all their 
endeavours, how differently soever they seem to tend, 
centre only in that one point of gain, shows he had, 
to a great perfection, that discernment of spirit 
which constitutes a genius for comedy. 

Whitens Chocolate-home i May 11. 

It is not to be imagined, how far the violence of 
our desires will carry us towards our own deceit, in 
the pursuit of what we wish for. A gentleman here 
this evening was giving me an account of a dumb 
fortune-teller,* who outdoes Mr. Partridge, my- 
self, or the Unborn Doctor, f for predictions ; all 
his visitants come to him full of expectations, and 
pay his own rate for the interpretations they put 

^ * Duncan Campbell, said to be deaf and dumb, who »i^'' 
Used at this time on the credulity of the yalgar. ^nd - 
ed to pradict fortunes by the second sight, ^ 

t The real name of the quack-doctoi 
M ho affected to be distinguished aft ^^ ttVkV 
VOL. I. L 
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upon his shrugs and nods. There is a fine rich city 
widow who stole thither the other day (though it is 
not six weeks since her husband's departure from her 
company to rest), and with her trusty maid» de- 
manded of him, whether she should many again, 
by holding up two fingers, like horns on her fore- 
head : the wizard held up both his hands forked. 
The relict desired to know, whether he meant, by 
his holding up both hands, to represent that stale 
had one husband before, and that she should taiaye 
another? or that he intimated she should have two 
more? The cunning man looked a little sour, 
upon which Betty jogged her mistress, who gave 
the other guinea; and he made her understand, she 
should positively have two more, but shaked his 
head, and hinted that they should not live long 
with her. The widow signed, and gave him the 
other half-guinea. After this prepossession, all 
that she had next to do was to make sallies to our 
end of the town, and find out whom it is her fate to 
have. There are two who frequent this place whom 
she takes to be men of vogue, and of whom her 
imagination has given her the choice. They are 
both the appearances of fine gentlemen, to such as 
do not know when they see persons of that turn ; 
and, indeed, they are industrious enough to come 
at that character, to deserve the reputation of being 
such: but this town will not allow us to be the 
things we seem to aim at, and is too discerning to 
be fobbed off with pretences. One of these pretty 
fellows fails by his laborious exactness ; the other, 
by his as much studied negligence. Frank Careless, 
as soon as his valet had helped on and adjusted his 
cloaths, goes to his glass, sets his wig awry, tumbles 
his cravat; and, in short, undresses himself to go 
inio company. Will Nice is so little satisfied with 
""88, that all the time he is at a visit he is still 
g it, and is for ihal leasoii V\v^ more insuffer- 
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able ; for he who studies carelessness has, at least, 
his work the sooner done of the two. The widow 
is distracted whom to take for her first man ; for 
Nice is every way so careful; that she fears his length 
of days; and Frank is so loose, that she has appre- 
hensions for her own health with him. I am puzzled 
how to give a just idea of them; but, in a word. 
Careless is a coxcomb, and Nice a fop : both, you 
will say, very hopeful candidates for a gay young 
woman just set at liberty. But there is a whisper, 
her maid will give her to Tom Terror the gamester. 
This fellow has undone so many women, that he will 
certainly succeed if he is introduced ; for nothing so 
much prevails with the vain part of that sex, as the 
glory of deceiving them who have deceived others. 

Desunt multa. 

St. James's Coffee-house, May 11. 

Letters from Berlin, bearing date May the eleventh, 
N. S. inform us, that the birth-day of her Prussian 
Majesty has been celebrated there with all possible 
magnificence; and the King made her on that 
occasion a present of jewels to the value of thirty 
thousand crowns. The Marquis de Quesne, who 
has distinguished himself by his great zeal for the 
Protestant Interest, was, at the time of the dispatch 
of these letters, at that Court, soliciting the King 
to take care, that an article in behalf of the refugees, 
admitting their return to France, should be inserted 
in the treaty of peace. They write from Hanover, 
of the fourteenth, that his Mectoral Highness had 
received an express from Count Merci, representing 
how necessary it was to the common cause, that he 
would please to hasten to the Rhine ; for that no- 
thing but his presence could quicken the measures 
towards bringing the Imperial armies into the fieH 
There are very many speculatious u!f^tk^<^\i&ir 
interview of the King of DenmwAL w\. lUa 
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I>ustus. The latter has made such preparations for 
the reception of the other, that it is said, his Danish 
Majesty will be entertained in Saxony with much 
wore elegance than he met with in Italy itself. 

Letters from the Hague, of the eighteenth instant, 
N. S. say, that his Grace the Duke of Marlborough 
landed the night before at the Brill, after having 
been kept out at sea, by adverse winds, two days 
longer than is usual in that passage. His excel- 
lency the Lord Townshend, her Majesty's Embas- 
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the 
States General, was driven into the Veer in Zealand 
on Thursday last, from whence he came to the Hague 
within a few hours after the arrival of his Grace* 
The Duke, soon after his coming to the Hague, had 
a visit from the Pensioner of Holland. All things 
relative to the peace were in suspense until this in- 
terview ; nor is it yet known what resolutions will be 
taken on that subject; for the troops of the allies 
have fresh orders dispatched to them, to move from 
their repective quartern, and march with all expedi- 
tion to the frontiers, where the enemy are making 
their utmost efforts for the defence of their country. 
These advices further inform us, that the Marquis de 
Torcy had received an answer from the court of 
France, to his letters which he had sent thither by 
an express on the Friday before. 

*^* Mr. Bickerstaff has received letters from Mr. 
Colstaff, Mr. Whipstaff, and Mrs. Rebecca Wag- 
staff ; all which relate chiefly to their being left out 
in the genealogy of the family lately published; but 
my Cousin who writ that draught, being a clerk ii 
the Herald's Office, and being at present under the 
displeasure of the Chapter; it is feared, if that mat- 
ter should be touched upon at this time, the youDf 

• genilemsLn would lose his place for treason against 

f tlw King of Arms. 

Castabella's comv>V«i^^^ ^« ^^^^ VoVw^^, 
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N° 16. SATURDAY, MAY 14, 1709. 
Quiequid aguut honUnes- 



nostri est farrago libeUi, 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Onr motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

From my own. Apartment, May 12. 

I HAVE taken a resolution hereafter, on any want of 
intelligence, to carry my Familiar abroad with me, 
who has promised to give me very proper and just 
notices oi persons and things, to make up the his- 
tory of the passing day. He is wonderfully skilful 
in the knowledge of men and manners, which has 
made me more than ordinarily curious to know how 
he came to that perfection, and I communicated to 
him that doubt. ** Mr. Pacolet,^' said I, <' I am 
mightily surprised to see you so good a judge of our 
nature and circumstances, since you are a mere 
spirit, and have no knowledge of the bodily part of 
us." He answered, smiling, '' You are mistaken ; 
I have been one of you, and lived a month amongst 
you, which gives me an exact sense of your con- 
dition. You are to know, that all, who enter into 
human life, have a certain date or stamen given to 
their being, which they only who die of age may be 
said to have arrived at; but it is ordered sometimes 
by fate, that such as die infants are, after death, to 
attend mankind to the end of that stamen of being 
in themselves, which was broke off by sickness or 
any other disaster. These are proper ffuardians jbo 
men, as being sensible of the innrmity of their state. 
You are philosopher enough to know, that the dif- 
ference or men's understandings proceeds only from 
the various dispositions of their organs ; so thsl^^ 
who dies at a month old, is in tk& next >£'^ %s[^\u&SQm« 
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iiig, though more innocent, as they who live to 
iii'ty; and after dcatli they have as perfect a me- 
mory and judgment of all that passed in their life- 
time, as I have of all the revolutions in that uneasy, 
turbulent condition of yours ; and you would say I 
had enough of it in a month, were I to tell you all 
my misfortunes." ** A life of a month cannot have, 
one would think, much variety. But pray," said I, 
** let us have your story." 

Then he proceeded in the following manner : 
** It was one of the most wealthy families in 
Great Britain into which I was bom, and it was a 
very great happiness to me that it so happened, 
otherwise I had still, in all probability, been living : 
but I shall recount to you all the occurrences of my 
short and miserable existence, just as, by examining 
into the traces made in my brain, they appeared to 
mo at the time. The first thing that ever struck 
my senses was a noise over my head of one shriek- 
ing; after which, methought, I took a full jump, 
and found myself in the hands of a sorceress, who 
seemed as if she had been long waking, and em- 
ployed in some incantation : I was thoroughly 
urightened, and cried out; but she immediately 
seemed to go on in some magical operation, and 
■ointed me from head to foot. What they meant, 
^uld not imagine: for there gathered a great 
' about me, crying, "An Heir! an Heir!' 
▼hich I grew a litUe still, and believed this 
ceremony to be used only to great persons, and 
9 made them what they called Heirs, I lay 
[uiet : but the witch, for no manner of reason 
vocation in the world, takes me, and binds 
nead as hard as possibly she could; then ties up 
both my legs, and makes me swallow down an hor- 
rid mixture. I thought it an hard entrance into 
''*e, to begin with taking physic; but I was forced 
t, OT else must Yxave V^^u ^w;\\a ^eat instni- 
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ment in which she gave it me. When I was thus 
dressed, I was carried to a be^ side, where a fine 
young lady (my mother I wot) had like to have 
hugged me to death. From her, they faced me 
about, and there was a thing with quite another 
look from the rest of the company, to whom they 
talked about my nose. He seemed wonderfully 
pleased to see me ; but, I knew since, my nose be- 
longed to another family. That into which I was 
bom is one of the most numerous amongst you; 
therefore crowds of relations came every day to 
congratulate my arrival : amongst others, niy cousin 
Betty, the greatest romp in nature : she whisks me 
such a height over her head,. that I cried out for 
fear of falling. She pinched me, and called me 
squealing chit, and threw me into a girl's arms 
that was taken in to tend me. The girl was very 
proud of the womanly employment of a nurse, and 
took upon her to strip and dress me a-new, because 
I made a noise, to see what ailed me : she did so 
and stuck a pin in every joint about me. I still 
cried ; upon which, she lays me on my face in her 
lap ; and, to quiet me, fell a-nailing in all the pins, 
by clapping me on the back, and screaming a lul- 
laby. But my pain made me exalt my voice above 
hers, which brought up the nurse, the witch I first 
saw, and my grandmomer. The girl is turned down 
stairs, and I stripped again, as well to find what 
ailed me, as -to satisfy my grannam's farther curi- 
osity. This good old woman's visit was the cause 
of all my troubles. You are to understand, that I 
was hitherto bred by hand, and any body that stood 
next gave me pap, if I did but open my lips : inso- 
much, that I was grown so cunning, as to pretend 
myself asleep when I was not, to prevent my being 
cranmied. But my grandmother began a loud lec- 
ture upon the idleness of the wives of this age^who^ 
for fear of their shapes, furbeav aueVXvKk^ ^«a w«i^. 
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offspring; and the nurses were immediately smt 
for ; one was whispered to haye a wanton eye, and 
would soon spoil ner milk ; another was in a con- 
sumption; the third had an ill voice, and would 
frighten me instead of lulling me to sleep. Such 
exceptions were made against all but one countiy 
milch-wench, to whom I was conunitted, and pot 
to the breast. This careless jade was eternally 
romping with the footman, and downright stanred 
me; insomuch that I daily pined away,<ancl should 
never have been relieved had it not been, that, on 
the thirteenth day of my life, a fellow of Uie Royal 
Society, who had writ upon Cold Baths, came to 
visit me, and solemnly protested, I was utterly lost 
for want of that method*; upon which he soused 
me head and ears into a pail of water, where I had 
the good fortune to be drowned; and so escaped 
being lashed into a linguist until sixteen, runniog 
after wenches until twenty-five, and being married 
to an ill-natured wife until sixty ; which bad cer- 
tainly been my fate, had not the enchantment be- 
tween body and soul been broke by this philosopher. 
Thus, until the age I should have otherwise lived, I 
am obliged to watch the steps of men ; and, if yon 
please, shall accompany you in your present walk, 
and get you intelligence from the aerial lacquey, 
wlm is in waiting, what are the thoughts and pur- 
M of any whom you enquire for." 
iccepted his kind offer, and immediately took 
ith me in a hack to White's. 

Whitens Chocolate-house, May 13. 

got in hither, and my companion threw a 
* round us, that made me as invisible as him- 
10 that we could see and hear all others, our- 
i unseen and unheard. 

* Hie Fellow of the Royal Society, here alluded to, was 

>>"^>>abl7 Sir John Foyler, Knt M. D. who published. ** An 

^fy into the right use and qSouba q& ^<t \«A.^ tj^d^ 

ate Baths in £ng;\and, &lc?* 
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The first thing we took notice of was a nobleman 
of a goodly and frank aspect, with his generous 
birth and temper visible in it, playing at cards with 
a creature of a black and horrid countenance, where- 
in were plainly delineated the arts of his mind, 
cozenage and falsehood. They were making their 
game with counters, on which we could see in- 
scriptions, imperceptible to any but us. My Lord 
had scored with pieces of ivory, on which were 
writ " Good Fame, Glory, Riches, Honour, and 
Posterity." The spectre over-against him had on 
his counters the inscriptions of '' Dishonour, Impu- 
dence, Poverty, Ignorance, and Want of Shame." 
" Bless me," said I ; ^' sure my Lord does not see 
what he plays for ? " ** As well as I do," says Pa- 
colet. " He despises that fellow he plays with, 
and scorns himself for making him his companion." 
At the very instant he was speaking, I saw the fel* 
low, who played with my Lord, hide two cards in 
the roll of his stocking. Pacolet immediately stole 
them from thence ; upon which the nobleman soon 
after won the game. The little triumph he appeared 
in, when he got such a trifling stock of ready money, 
though he had ventured so great sums with indif- 
ference, increased my admiration. But Pacolet 
began to talk to me. " Mr. Isaac, this to you looks 
wonderful, but not at all to us higher beings ; that 
nobleman has as many good qualities as any man 
of his order, and seems to have no faults but what, 
as 1 may say, are excresences from virtues. He is 
generous to a prodigality, more affable than is con- 
sistent with his quality, and courageous to a rash- 
ness. Yet, after all this, the source of his whole 
conduct is (though he would hate himself if he knew 
it) mere avarice. The ready cash laid before the 
gamester's counters makes turn venture, as you see, 
and lay distinction against infamy, abnndaiiAA 
against want; in a word, ^\ 1iik»»X Sft ^ftwi 
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against all that is to be avoided. However, said I 
be sure you disappoint the sharpen to-night, am 
steal from them ail the cards they hide. Pacole 
obeyed me, and my Lord went home with their whol 
bank in his pocket. 

WiWs Coffee-house, May 13. 

To-night was acted a second time a comedj 

called The Busy Body : this play is written by i 

lady. In old times, we used to sit upon a pla; 

here after it was acted ; but now the entertainmen 

is turned another way ; not but there are conside 

rable men in all ages, who, for some eminent qua 

lity or invention, deserve the esteem and thanks c 

the publick. Such a benefactor is a gentleman c 

this house ; who is observed by the surgeons wit 

much envy ; and is ranked among, and received h 

the modern wits, as a great promoter of gallantr 

and pleasure. But, I fear, pleasure is less undei 

stood in this age, which so much pretends to i1 

than in any since the creation. It was admirabl 

said of him, who first took notice, that (Mes eti $i 

vera votuptas) ** there is a certain severity in plea 

sure." Without that, all decency is banished ; an 

if reason is not to be present at our greatest satis 

^.ons, of all the race of creatures, the human i 

miserable. It was not so of old. Whei 

«mbes a wit, he always means a virtuon 

all his sentiments ot men of genius ar^ 

lOw persons distinguished from the com 

of mankind ; such as place happiness ii 

npt of low fears, and mean gratihcations 

^ch we are subject to with the vulgar ; anc 

ires which we have in common with beasts 

.^Viia these illustrious personages, the wisest mu 

the greatest wit ; and none was thought worth] 

that character unless he answered this exoellen 

'^on of the poet; 
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Qui meim omnes ^r inexorahile fatum 

SutoecH pedibuSf strepUumque Acherontis avari. 

ViRG. Georg. ii. 492. 

Happy the maD,-" 

His mind possessing in a qniet state. 

Fearless of fortune, and resign'd to fate. Drydbn. 

St. James's Coffee-house, May 13. 

We had this morning advice, that some English 
merchant ships, conyoyed by the Bristol of fifty- 
four guns, were met with by a part of Monsieur du 
Gui Trouin's squadron, who engaged the convoy. 
That ship defended itself until the English merchants 
got clear of the enemy; but being disabled, was 
herself taken. Within few hours after, my Lord 
Dursley came up with part of his squadron, and 
engaging the French, retook the Bristol (which, 
being very much shattered, sunk); and took the 
Glorieuz, a ship of forty-four guns, as also a priva- 
teer of fourteen. Before this action, his Lordship 
had taken two French merchant-men, and had, at 
the dispatch of these advices, brought the whole 
safe into Plymouth. 



N° 16. TUESDAY, MAY 17, 1709. 



Quicqtdd agunt homines 

nostri est farrago UbeUi» 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Oar motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

White's Chocolate-house, May 15. 

Sir Thomas*, o£ this house, has showed me some 
letters from the Bath, which give accounts of what 

* The nick-name of a waiteT at V7>KiW«« 
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passes among the good company of that place ; and 
allowed me to transcribe one of them, that seems 
to be writ by some of Sir Thomas's particular ac- 
quaintance, and is as follows : 

Dear Knight, May 11, 1709. 

'' 1 desire you would give my humble service to 
all our friends, which I speak of to you (out of me- 
thod) in the very beginning of my epistle, lest the 
present disorders, by which this seat of gallantry 
and pleasure is torn to pieces, should make me for- 
get it. You keep so good company, that you know 
Bath is stocked with such as come hither to be re- 
lieved froni luxuriant health, or imaginary sickness;- 
and consequently is always as well' stowed with gal-j 
iants, as invalids, who live together in a very good\ 
understanding. But the season is so early, that our 
fine company is not yet arrived : and the warm badi, 
which in heathen times was dedicated to Venus, is 
now used only by such as really want it for health*8 
sake. There are, however, a good many strangers, 
among whom are two ambitious ladies, who, beinf 
both in the autumn of their life, take the opportn- 
nity of placing then^selves at the head of such as we 
are, before the Chloe's, Clarissa's, and Pastorella's 
come down. One of these two is excessively in 
1, that the ugly being, called Time, will make 
'les in spite of the lead forehead cloth; and 
>re hides, with the gaiety of her air, the Voln- 
f her tongue, and quickness of her motion, 
tries which it has done her. The other lady 
.wo years behind her in life, and dreads as 
being laid aside as the former; and conse- 
ly has taken the necessary precautions to pre- 
u her reign over us. But she is very discreet, 
and wonderfully turned for ambition ; being never 
••*oarently transported cither with affection or mn- 
Thus, w\u\ii Y\oT\m^\ « VsAVaw^ in ^ublick, 
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and spreading her gra'ces in assemblies, to gain a po- 
pular dominion over our diversions, Prudentia visits 
very cunningly all the lame, the splenetic, and the 
superannuated, who have their distinct classes of 
followers and Mends. Among these she has found, 
that somebody has sent down printed certificates of 
Florimel's age, which she has read and distributed 
to this unjoyfiil set of people, who are always ene- 
mies to those in possession of the good opinion 
of the company. This unprovoked injury done by 
Prudentia was the first occasion of our fatal divisions 
here, and a declaration of war between these rivals. 
Florimel has abundance of wit, which she has la- 
vished in decrying Prudentia, and giving defiance to 
her little arts. For an instance of her superior power, 
she bespoke the play of Alexander the Great, to be 
acted by the company of strollers, and desired us 
all to be there on Thursday last. When she spoke 
to me to come, " As you are," said she, '* a lover, 
you will not fail the death of Alexander : the passion 
of love is wonderfully hit — Statira! O that happy 
woman — to have a conqueror at her feet ! But you 
will be sure to be there." I, and several others, 
resolved to be of her party. But see the irresistible 
strength of that unsuspected creature, '' a silent 
woman." Prudentia had counterplotted us, and 
had bespoke on the same evening the puppet-show 
of " The Creation of the World*." She had en- 
gaged every body to be there : and, to turn our 
leader into ridicule, had secretly let them know, 
that the puppet Eve was made the most like Flori- 
mel that ever was seen. On Thursday morning 
the puppet-drummer, Adam and Eve, and several 
others who lived before the flood, passed through 

* A deformed cripple, of the name of Powel, was the 
master of a popular puppet-show at this time, and made Punch 
utter many thuigs, that would not have been endni^Sc^^ae^i 
other Avay of communication. 

M 
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the streets on horseback, to invite us all to the pas- 
time, and the representation of such things as we 
all knew to be true : and Mr. Mayor was so .wise, 
as to prefer those innocent people the pappetfl, "vHiOy 
he said, were to represent Christians^ before the 
wicked players, who were to shew Alezandery an 
heathen philosopher. To be short, this Pfudentia 
had so laid it, that at ten of the dock footmen 
were sent to take places at the puppet-show, and 
all we of FlorimeF^ party were to be out of fashion, 
or desert her : we cliose the latter. All the world 
crowded to Prudentia's house, because it was gpiyen 
out that nobody could get in. When we came to 
Noah's flood in the show, Punch and his wife were 
introduced dancing in the ark. An honest plain 
friend of Florimel's, but a critic withal, rose up in 
the midst of the representation, and made many 
very good exceptions to the drama itself, and told 
us, that it was against all morality, as well as rules 
of the stage, that Punch should be in jest in the de- 
' %e^ or indeed that he should appear at all. This 
s certainly a just remark, and 1 thought to second 
1 ; but he was hissed by Prudentia's party ; upon 
dch, really, Sir Thomas, we, who were his fHends, 
3sed him too. Old Mrs. Petulant desired both her 
Aughters to mind the moral ; then whispered Mrs. 
Mayoress, " This is very proper for young people to 
see !" Punch, at the end of the play, made Pru- 
dentia a compliment, and was very civil to the whole 
company, making bows until his buttons touched 
the ground. All was carried triumphantly ag^ainit 
our party. In the mean time Florimel went to the 
tragedy, dressed as fine as hands could midce her, 
in hopes to see Prudentia pine away with envy. 
Instead of that, she sat a full hour alone, and at last 
was entertained with this whole relation from Sta- 
tira, who wiped her eyes with her tragical cut haal- 
^, and lamented \he \^ot«Afie of the qunlitf # 
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Florimel was stung wi^h this afiront, and the next 
day bespoke the puppet-show. Prudentia, insolent 
with power, bespoke Alexander. The whole com- 
pany came then to Alexander. Madam Petulant 
desired her daughters to mind the moral, and be- 
lieve no man's fair words : " for you will see, chil- 
dren (says she), these soldiers are never to be de- 
pended upon : they are sometimes here, sometimes 
there. — Do not you see, daughter Betty, Colonel 
Clod, our next neighbour in the country, pull off 
his hat to you ? court'sy, good child, his estate is 
just by us. Florimel was now mortified down to 
Prudentia's humour: and Prudentia exalted into 
hers. This was observed; Florimel invites us to 
the play a second time; Prudentia to the show. 
See the uncertainty of human affairs ! The beaux, 
the wits, the gamesters, the prudes, the coquettes, 
the valetudinarians, and gallants, all now wait upon 
Florimel. Such is the state of all things at this 
present date ; and if there happen any new commo- 
tions you shall have immediate advice from. 

Sir, 

Your affectionate friend, 
and servant." 

TO CASTABELLA. 

Madam, May 16, 1709. 

I have the honour of a letter from a friend of 
yours, relating to an incivility done to you at the 
opera, by one of your own sex : but I, who was an 
eye-witness of the accident, can testify to you, that 
though she pressed before you, she lost her ends in^ 
that design : for she was taken notice of for no other 
reason, but her endeavours to hide a finer wov 
than herself. But, indeed, I dare not go fr^ 
this matter than just diis bare mftutw* 
it was taking your place of vu^jaX^ Hi 
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of precedence ; yet it is so tender a point, and on 
which the very life of female ambition depends, 
that it is of the last consequence to meddle in it 
All my hopes are from your beautiful sex ; and those 
bright eyes, which are the bane of others, are my 
only sun-shine. My writings are sacred to you; 
and, I hope, I shall always have the good fortune to 
live under your protection ; therefore take this pub- 
lick opportunity to signify to all the world, tlmt I 
design to forbear any thing that may in the least 
tend to the diminution of your interest, reputation, 
or power. You will therefore forgive me, that I 
strive to conceal every wrong step made by any who 
have the honour to wear petticoats, and shall at all 
times do what is in my power to make all mankind 
as much their slaves as myself. If they would con- 
sider things as they ought, there needs not much 
argument to convince them, that it is their fate to 
be obedient to you, and that your greatest rebels do 
only serve with a worse grace. I am. Madam, 

Your most obedient and 

most humble servant, 
Isaac Bickerstaff. 

St, James's Coffee-house, May 16. 

Letters from the Hague, bearing date the twenbr- 

fint instant, N. S. advise, that his Grace the DuKe 

^. of Marlborough, immediately after his arrival, sent 

.. Ins Secretary to the President and the Pensionary, 

i to acquaint them therewith. Soon after, these Mi- 

; nisters visited the Duke, and made him compliments 

\ in the name of the States- General ; after which they 

t^. -entered into a conference with him on the present 

\ posture of affairs, and gave his Grace assurances of 

the firm adherence of the States to the alliance ; at 

*^^ "ame time acquainting him, that all overtores of 

^ere rejected, until iViey had an opportunity 

\ in concert vritVi tVieVt «XV\«^ q\v^^.\. %xi\s^«Qjt« 
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After this intenriew, the Pensionary and the Presi- 
dent returned to the Assembly of the States. Mon« 
sieur Torcy has had a conference at the Pensioner's 
house with his Grace the Duke of Marlborough, 
Prince Eugene, and his Excellency the Lord Towns- 
hend. The result of what was debated at that time 
is kept secret ; but there appears an air of satisfac- 
tion and good understandmg between these minis- 
ters. We are apt also to give ourselves very hope- 
ful prospects from Monsieur Torcy's being employed 
in this negociation, who had been always remark- 
able for a particular way of thinking, in his sense 
of the greatness of France; which he has always 
said, ** was to be promoted rather by the arts of 
peace than those of war." His delivering himself 
freely on this subject has formerly appeared an un- 
successful way to power in that Court ; but in its 
present circumstances those maxims are better re- 
ceived ; and it is thought a certain argument of the 
sincerity of the French King's intentions, that this 
minister is at present made use of. The Marquis is 
to return to Paris in a few days, who has sent a 
courier thither to give notice of the reasons of his 
return, that the Court may be the sooner able to 
dispatch commissions for a formal treaty. 

The expectations of peace are increased by ad- 
vices from Paris of the twelfth instant, which say, 
the Dauphin has altered his resolution of command- 
ing in Flanders the ensuing campaign. The Saxon 
and Prussian reinforcements, toge&er with Count 
Mercy's regiment of Imperial horse, are encamped 
in the neighbourhood of Brussels ; and sufficient 
stores of com and forage are transported to that place 
and Ghent for the service of the confederate army. 

They write from Mons, that the Elector of Bava^ 
ria had advice, that an advanced party of the Por- 
tugueze army had been defeated by the S^gM m a A i^^ 

We hear from LoBguedoc, that theu com^ ^ 

m2 
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and figs, were wholly destroyed ; but that they have 
a hopeful prospect of a plentiful vintage. 



N° 17. SATURDAY, MAY 20, 1709. 



Qtticquid agunt homines 

nostri est farrago libeUi. 

Jdv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whate'r men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

WiWs Coffee-house, May 18. 

The discourse has happened to turn tliis evening 
upon the true panegyric, the perfection of which was 
asserted to consist in a certain artful way of convey- 
ing the applause in an indirect manner. There vras 
a gentleman gave us several instances of it ; among 
others, he quoted (from Sir Francis Bacon, in his 
" Advancement of Learning,") a very great compli- 
ment made to Tiberius, as follows : In a full debate 
upon public affairs in the Senate, one of the assembly 
rose up, and with a very grave air said, he thought 
it for the honour and dignity- of the commonwealth, 
^W Tiberius should be declared a god, and have di- 
fonhip paid him. The Emperor was surprised 
roposal, and demanded of him to declare, 
he had made any application to incline him 
^erture? The Senator answered, with i 
haughty tone, ''Sir, in matters that cob- 
ommonwealth, I will be governed by bd 
Lnother^ gentleman mentioned something of 
Kind, spoken by the late Duke of Buckmg- 
iie late Earl of Orrery : '* My lord (says the 
*«c, after his libertine way), you will certainly be 
<la.inned." «< How, my lord !" says the Earl, with 
warmth. ** "N ay (^»^\^ VVv^ \>\^8^^V V.Vv«re in no 
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sell much. There was an ill-natiirecl feUow presejit, 

who hates all panegyric mortally ; " P take 

him," said he, *' what the devil means his Naked 
Truth, in speaking nothing hut to the advantage of 
all whom he mentions ? This is just such a great 
action as that of the champion's on a coronation-day, 
who challenges all mankind to dilute with him the 
right of the sovereign, surrounded with his guards." 
The gentleman who produced the treatise desired 
him to be cautious, and said, it was writ by an ex- 
cellent soldier, which made the company observe it 
more narrowly ; and (as critics are the greatest coa- 
jurors at finding out a known truth) one said, he 
was sure it was writ by the hand of his sword-am. 
I could not perceive much wit in that expression ; 
but it raised a laugh, and, I suppose, was meant as 
a sneer upon valiant men. The same man pretend- 
ed to see in the style, that it was an horse-officer; 
but sure that is being too nice ; for though you may 
know officers of the cavalry by the turn of their feet, 
I cannot imagine how you should discern their hands 
from those of other men. But it is always thus with 
pedants ; they will ever be carping, if a gentleman 
or a man of honour puts pen to paper. I do not 
doubt but this author will find this assertion too 
true, and that obloquy is not repulsed by the force 
of arms. I will therefore set this excellent piece in 
a light too glaring for weak eyes, and, in imitation 
of (he critic Longinus, shall, as well as I can, noake 
my observations in a style like the author's of whoa 
I treat, which perhaps I am as capable of as another, 
having " an unbounded force of thinking, as well 
as a most exquisite address, extensively and wisely 
indulged to me by the supreme powers." My author, 
I will dare to assert, shows the most universal know- 
ledge of any writer who has appeared this century ; 
he 18 a poet and merchant, which is seen in two 
iaaster-wprds, " Credvt-b\oa»oma/' He is a 
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marian and a politician ; for he says^ '' The uniting 
of the two kingdoms is the emphasis of the security 
of the protestant succession." Some would be apt 
to say, he is a conjuror ; for he has found, that a 
republick is not made up of every body of animals, 
but is composed of men only, and not of horses. 
*' Liberty and property have chosen their retreat 
within die emulating circle of an human common- 
wealth." He is a physician : for he says, ** I ob- 
serve a constant equality in its pulse, and a just 
quickness of its vigorous circulation." And again, 
" I view the strength of our constitution plainly ap- 
pear in the sanguine and ruddy complexion of a well- 
eonten ted city." He is a divine; for he says, ** I 
cannot but bless myself." And, indeed, this excel- 
lent treatise has had that good effect upon me, who 
am far from being superstitious, that I also '' cannot 
but bless myself." 

St, Jameses Coffee-house, May 18. 

This day arrived a mail from Lisbon, with letters 
of. the thirteenth instant, N. S. containing a particu- 
lar account of the late action in Portugal. On the 
seventeenth instant the army of Portugal, under the 
command of the Marquis de Frontera, lay on the 
side of the Caya, and the army of the Duke of 
Anjou, commanded by the Marquis de Bay, on the 
other. The latter commander having an ambition to 
ravage the country, in a manner in sight of the Portu- 
gueze, made a motion with the whole body of his 
horse towards Fort Saint Christopher, near the town 
of Badajos. The generals of the Portugueze dis- 
daining that such an insult should be offered to their 
arms, took a resolution to pass the river, and oppose 
the designs of the enemy. The Earl of Galloway 
represented to them, that the present posture of af- 
fairs was such on the side of the allies, that there 
.needed no more to be done at pTes%Yi\.'\ti^^^^^^oiQS^ 
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but to carry on a defensive part: but his argument 
could not ayail in the coancil of war. Upon whidi 
a great detachment of foot, and the whole of the 
horse of the King of Portugal's army, passed the 
river, and with some pieces of cannon did good exe- 
cution on the enemy. Upon observing this, the 
Marquis de Bay advanced with his horse, and 
attacked the right wing of the Portugueze cayaky, 
who faced about, and fled, without standing the fint 
encounter. But their foot repulsed the same body 
of horse, in three successive charges, with great 
order and resolution. Whilst this was transacting, 
the British general commanded the brigade of Pearce 
to keep the enemy in diversion by a new attack. 
This was so well executed, that the Portugueze in- 
fantry had time to retire in good order, and re-pass 
the river. But that brigade, which rescued them, 
was itself surrounded by the enemy, and Major- 
General Starkey, Brigadier Pearce, together wiA 
both their regiments, and that of Lord QaIloway» 
lately raised, were taken prisoners. 

During the engagement, the Earl of Barrimore, 
having advanced too far to give some necessary 
order, was hemmed in by a squadron of the enemy; 
but found means to gallop up to the brigade of 
Pearce, with which he remains also a prisons. 
My Lord Galloway had his horse shot under him ii 
this action ; and the Conde de Staint Juan, a Por- 
tugueze General, was taken prisoner. The same 
night the army encamped at Aronches, and on the 
ninth moved to Elvas, where they lay when these 
dispatches came away. Colonel Stanwix's regiment 
is also taken. The whole of this affair has given 
the Portugueze a great idea of the capacity and 
courage of my Lord Galloway, against whose advice 
they entered upon this unfortunate affair, and by 
whose conduct diey were rescued from it. The pro- 
di^oua constancy and TesolutLon of that great 
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Jbardly to be paraOeled, who under the oppression of 
a maimed body, and the reflexion of repeated ill- 
fortune, goes on with an unspeakable alacrity in the 
service of the common cause. He has already put 
things in a very good posture after this ill accident, 
and made the necessary dispositions for covering 
the country from any further attempt of the enemy, 
who still lie in the camp tibey were in before the 
battle. 

' Letters from Brussels, dated the twenty-fifth in- 
stant, advise, that notwithstanding the negociations 
of a peace seem so far advanced, that some do con- 
fidently report the preliminaries of a treaty to be 
actually agreed on, yet the allies hasten their prepa- 
tions for opening the campaign ; and the forces of 
the Empire, the Prussians, the Danes, the Wirtem- 
bergers, the Palatines, and Saxon auxiliaries, are in 
motion towards the general rendezvous, they being 
already arrived in the neighbourhood of Brussels. 
These advices add, that tibe deputies of the States of 
Holland, having made a general review of the troops 
in Flanders, set out for Antwerp on the 21st instant 
from that place. 



N- 18. SATURDAY, MAY 21, 1709. 



Quiequid agunt homineg- 



HOt§ri ut farrago libelU. 

Jov. Sat. i. 86, Ig. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Onr motley paper seises for its theme. P* 

FVom my (nen Apartment ^ May 20. 

It is observed too often that men d wit do *^ 
much emjj^y their thou^ita u^^ii fi&« 
that thingis uaetul to mankind axe ^ 
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and they are busy in making emendations opon some 
enclitics in a Greek author, while obvious things 
that every man may have use for, are wholly OTer- 
looked. It would be a happy thing, if such as have 
real capacities for public service were employed in 
works of general use ; but because a thing is every 
body's business, it is nobody's business : this is for 
want of public spirit. As for my part, who am only 
a student, and a man of no great interest, I can only 
remark things, and recommend the correction of them 
to higher powers. There is an offence I have t 
thousand times lamented, but fear I shall never see 
remedied ; which is, that in a nation where learning 
is so frequent as in Great Britain, there should be so 
many gross errors as there are in the very directions 
of things wherein accuracy is necessary for fhe con- 
duct of life. This is notoriously observed by all men 
of letters when they first come to town (at which time 
they are usually curious that way) in the inscriptions 
on sign-posts. I have cause to know this matter as 
well as any body ; for I have, when I went to Mer- 
chant-Taylors' school suffered stripes for spelling 
after the signs I observed in my way ; though at the 
same time I must confess, staring at those inscrip- 
tions first gave me an idea and curiosity for medals, 
in which I have since arrived at some knowledge. 
Many a man has lost his way and his dinner by this 
ffeneral want of skill in orthography ; for, consider- 
ing that the paintings are usually very bad, that yon 
■uinot know the animal under whose sign you are to 
ve that day, how must the stranger be misled if it 
e wrong spelled, as well as ill painted? I have a 
usin now m town, who has answered under bache- 
at Queen College, whOse name is Humphry 
ipstaff (he is a-kin to us by his mother); this 
■ing man going to see a relation in Barbican^ wan- 
wi a whole day by tVve m\«\ake «!? oiie letter ; for 
15 written, •* This is the Beei," \Ti^\»«A ^A ^^'^^ 
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is the Bear." He was set right at last, by inquir- 
ing for the house of a fellow who could not read, and 
knew the place mechanically, only by having been 
often drunk there. But, in the name of goodness, 
let us make our learning of use to us, or not. Was 
not this a shame, that a philosopher should be thus 
directed by a cobler? I will be sworn; if it were 
known how many have suffered in this kind by false 
spelling since the Union, this matter would not long 
lie thus. What makes these erils the more in- 
supportable is, that they are so easily amended, and 
nothing done to it; but it is so far from that, that the 
evil goes on in other arts as well as orthography ; 
places are confounded, as well for want of proper 
distinctions, as things for want of true characters. 
Had I not come by the other day very early in the 
morning, there might have been mischief done ; for 
a worthy North Briton was swearing at Stocks Mar- 
ket that they would not let him in at his lodgings ; 
but I, knowing the gentleman, and observing him 
look often at the King on horseback, and then double 
his oaths, that he was sure he was right, found he 
mistook that for Charing Cross, by the erection of the 
like statue in each place. I grant, private men may 
distinguish their abodes as they please ; as one of 
my acquaintance, who lives at Marybone*, has put 
a good sentence of his own invention upon his dwell- 
ing-place f, to find out where he lives: he is so near 
London, that his conceit is this, ''the country in 
town;" or, *'the town in the country;" for you 
know, if they are both in one, they are all one. 
Besides that, the dmbiguity is not of great conse- 

^ * The Duke of Buckingham is humourously said to have 
lived at Mary bone, as he was almost every day on the bowling- 
green there, and seldom left it until he could see no longer. 

t On Buckingham -house, now the Queen's palace, were 
originally these inscriptions. On the front, ''Sic sitii Isetan- 
tur Lares;" on the back front, "Rus in utY>e:* On^^iSi^*^ 
next the road, "Spectator fastidiosus aib\ mo\««\»«\** 
North Bide, "Lead incaBpit, ciib pcrfecU " 

N 
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whole company; but for that/' says this worthy 
kni|^hty '' I am in no ^eat pain ; we shall find shirts 
on every hedge." There is another sort of gentle- 
men whom I am much more concerned for^ and that 
is the ingenious fraternity of which I have the ho- 
nour to be an unworthy member : I mean the news- 
writers of Great Britain, whether Post-men or Post- 
boy*, or by whatever name or title soever dignified 
or distinguished. The case of these gentlemen is, I 
think, more hard than that of the soldiers, consider- 
ing that they have taken more towns , and fought 
more battles. They have been upon parties and 
skirmishes, when our armies have lain still; and 
given the general assault to many a place, when the 
besiegers were quiet in their trenches. They have 
made us masters of several strong towns many 
weeks before our generals could do it; and com- 
pleted victories, when our greatest captains have 
been glad to come off with a drawn battle. Where 
Prince Eugene has slain his thousands, Boyerf has 
slain his ten thousands. This gentleman can indeed 
be never enough commended for his courage and in- 
trepidity during this whole war : he has laid about 
him with an inexpressible fury; and, like the of- 
fended Marius of antient Rome, made such havoc 
among his countrymen, as must be the work of two 
or three ages to repair. It must be confessed, the 
redoubted Mr. Buckley! has shed as much- blood 
as the former ; but I cannot forbear saying (and I 
hope it will not look like envy,) that we regard oir 
brother Buckley as a kind of Drawcansir, who 
spares neither friend nor foe, but generally kills M 
many of his own side as the enemies'. It is impos- 
sible for this ingenious sort of men to subsist after a 

♦ " The Post-boy" was a scandalous weekly ' paper, by 
Abel Roper; and <* The Plying Post," by George Rjdpath, 
WAR just such another. 

Uoyer, author of "'IViePoVv\itai.?>\aLl<i/' 
j1 Buckley, prirvtex ot "TViftO^ixtW^;" vdjI i\m&4 
lyCourant." - 
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Seace : every one remembers the shifts they were 
riven to in the reign of king Charles the Second, 
when they could not furnish out a single paper of 
news, without lighting up a comet in Germany, or 
a fire in Moscow. There scarce appeared a letter 
without a paragraph on an earthquake. Prodigies 
were grown so familliar, that they had lost their 
name, as a great poet of that age has it. I remember 
Mr. Dyer*, who is justly looked upon by all the 
fox-hunters in the nation as the greatest statesman 
our country has produced, was particularly famous 
for dealing in whales ; insomuch, that in five months 
time (for I had the curiosity to examine his letters 
on that occasion) he brought three into the mouth of 
the river Thames, besides two porpusses and a stur- 
geon. The judicious and wary Mr. Ichabod Dawksf 
hath M along been the rival of this great writer, and 
got himself a reputation from plagues and famines : 
by which, in those days, he destroyed as great multi- 
tudes as he has lately done by the sword. In every 
dearth of news. Grand Cairo was sure to be unpeo- 
pled. 

It being therefore visible that our society will be 
greater sufferers by the peace than the soldiery it- 
self, insomuch that the Daily Courant is in danger of 
being broken, my friend Dyer of being reformed, 
and the very best of the whole band of being re- 
duced to half pay; might I presume to offer any 
thing in the behalf of my distressed brethren, I 
would humbly move, that an appendix of proper 
apartments, furnished with pen, ink, and paper, and 
other necessaries of life, should be added to the hos- 
pital of Chelsea, for the relief of such decayed news- 
writers as have served their country in the wan; uid 
that for tbeir exercise they should compile the *^ 

• " Dyn's Letter ;*' a news-paper of diat Hw ' 
cordins to Mr. Addison, was entitled to Uttis «" 
t Ichabod Dawks/* another pQw* fifM^ 
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of their brother veterans, who have been engaged in 
the same service, and are still obliged to duty after 
the same manner. 

I cannot be thought to speak this out of an eye to 
any private interest ; for as my chief scenes of actioD 
are coffee-houses, play-houses, and my own apart- 
ment, I am in no neea of camps, fortincations, and 
fields of battle, to support me ; I do not call for 
heroes and generals to my assistance. Though the 
officers are broken, and the armies disbanded, I shall 
still be safe, as long as there are men, or women, 
politicians, or lovers, or poets, or nymphs, or swains, 
or cits, or courtiers, in being. 



N° 19. SATURDAY, MAY 24, 1709. 



Quicquid agunt hominea- 



nostri eat farrago UbeUi. 

Joy. Sat. i. 86, 86. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

From my own Apartment, May 23. 

There is nothing can give a man of any considera- 
tion greater pain, than to see order and distinction 
laid aside amongst men, espesially when the rank 
(of which he himself is member) is intruded upon y 
such as have no pretence to that honour. The {tppel- 
lation of Esquire is the most notoriously abusea in 
this kind, of any class amongst men ; insomuch, AmX 
it is become almost the subject of derision; but I 
will be bold to say, this behaviour towards it pro- 
ceeds from the ignorance of the people in its true 
origin. 1 shall Uierefore, as brieny as possible, do 

myaelf and all true £squ\te« \\v% ^\»lvce U\ look into 

antiquity upon this subject. 
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In the first ages of thie world, before the invention 
of jointures and settlements, when the noble passion 
of love had possession of the hearts of men, and the 
fair sex were not yet cultiyated in the merciful dis- 
position which they have showed in latter centuries, 
it was natural for great and heroic spirits to retire to 
rivulets, woods, and caves, to lament their destiny, 
and the cruelty of the fair persons who were deaf to 
their lamentations. The hero in this distress was 
generally in armour, and in a readiness to fight any 
man he met with, especially if distinguished by any 
extraordinary qualifications : it being the nature of 
heroic love to hate all merit, lest it should come 
within the observation of the cruel one by whom its 
own perfections are neglected. A lover of this kind 
had always about him a person of second value, and 
subordinate to him, who could hear his afilictions, 
carry an enchantment for his wounds, hold his hel- 
met when he was eating (if ever he did eat,) or in 
his absence, when he was retired to his apartment in 
any King's palace, tell the prince himself, or perhaps 
his daughter, the birth, parentage, and adventures of 
his valiant master. This trusty companion was 
styled his Esquire, and was always fit for any offices 
about him ; was as gentle and chaste as a gentleman- 
usher, quick and active as an equerry, smooth and 
eloquent as the master of the ceremonies. A man 
thus qualified was the first, as the antients affirm, 
who was called an Esquire ; and none without these 
accomplishments ought to assume our order : but, to 
the utter disgrace and confusion of the heralds, 
every pretender is admitted into this fraternity, even 

rirsoos the most foreign to this courteous institution, 
have taken an inventory of all within this city, and 
looked over every letter in the Post-office, for my 
better information . There are of the Middle Temple^ 
including all in the buttery-hooks, and in the Usts ^ 
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tlie house, tive thousand.' In the Innei] 
oandf. In the Kbg's-Bench Walks, 
btiildittga are inhabited by Esquires i 
adjacent street of Ea«ex, from Morri 
house,! and the turning towards the G) 
cannot meet one who is not an Esquire 
take water. Every house in Norfolk aj 
streets is also governed by an Esquire, a 
Soho-square, Blooms bury-square, and 
places where the floors rise about nine : 
many universities, where you enter youi 
become of our oi-der. However, if thi 
worst of the evil, it were to be supportf 
they are generally men of some figure 
though I know no pretence they have tc 
which had its rise from chivalry. But i 
into the counties of Great Britain, we art 
ii,,|,„>,d upon bj [nno«tion. We iio 
n\i.'i! from the field: but shall that give 
ili.it ride mad after foxes, that haltoo wh 
a bare, or venture tbeir necka full spa 
hawk, immediately to commence Eaquirea 
order is temperate, cleanly, sober, and < 
these rural Esquires commit immodestiei 
cocks, wear shirts half a week, and are i 
a day. These nlen are also, to the last d^ 
sive in their food : an Esquire of Norft 
pounds of dumpling every meal, as if obi 
by our order : an Esquire of Hampshire 
nous in devouring hog'a flesh ; one of El 
little mercy on calves. But I must takt 
to protest against them, and acquaint th( 
that it is not the quantity they eat, but th 
eating, that bIiows an Esquire. But, aba 

« Id Original Tatler , 4000. 
t In Original Taller, 5000. 
f Morris's Coffee-hoiiM wn» in the Strand; 
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most offended at small quillmen, and transcribing 
clerks, who are all come into our order, for no reason 
that I know of, but that they can easily flourish at 
the end of their name. I will undertake that, if you 
read the superscriptions to all the officers in the king- 
dom, you will not find three letters directed to any 
but Esquires. I have myself a couple of clerks, and 
the rogues make nothing of leaving messages upon 
each other's desk : one directs, ** To Gregory Goose- 
quill, £squire ;" to which the other replies by a 
note, " To Nehemiah Dashwell, Esquire, with res- 
pect ;" in a word, it is now Populus Armigerorum, a 
people of Esquires. And I do not know but, by 
the late act of naturalization, foreigners will assume 
that title, as part of the immunity of being English- 
men. All these improprieties flow from the negli- 
gence of the Herald*s-office. Those gentlemen in 
pai*ty-coloured habits do not so rightly, as they ought, 
understand themselves; though they are dressed 
cap-a-pee in hieroglyphics, they are inwardly but 
ignorant men. I asked an acquaintance of mine, 
who is a man of wit, but of no fortune, and is forced 
to appear as a jack pudding on the stage to a moun- 
tebank : ** Pr*}/ thee. Jack, why is your coat of so 
many colours ?'' He replied, " I act a fool: and 
this spotted dress is to signify, that every man living 
has a ^eak place about him ; for I am Knight of the 
Shire, and represent you all.'' I wish the heralds 
would know as well as this man does, in his way, 
that they are to act for us in the case of our arms and 
appellations : we should not then be jumbled together 
in so promiscuous and absurd a manner. I design to 
take mis matter into further consideration ; and no 
man shall be received as an Esquire, who cannot 
bring a certificate, that he has conquered some 
lady's obdurate heart ; that he can lead up a country- 
dance ; or carry a message betweeii \i^'t vcA '^^m. 
lover, with address, .secrecy, and dSA^Tkftfe* • 
Squire is properly born for the service oi^e w»%-^ 
tis credentials shall be signed by tiSwe^ X»wi» 
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one prude, before his title shall be received in my 
office. 

WiWs Coffee-Hauge, May 23. 

On Saturday last was presented the Busy Body, 
a comedy, written (as I have heretofore remarked) 
by a woman. The plot and incidents of tbe play are 
laid with that subtlety of spirit which is peculiar to 
females of wit, and is very seldom well performed by 
those of the other sex, in whom craft in loye is an 
act of invention, and not, as with women, the effect 
of nature and instinct. 

To-morrow will be acted a play, called, the Trip 
to the Jubilee. This performance is the greatest in- 
stance that we can have of the irresistible force of 
proper action. The dialogue in itself has sometbinf 
too low to bear a criticism upon it : but Mr. Wilb 
enters into the part with so much skill, that the 
gallantry, the youth, and gaiety of a young man of a 

Slentiful fortune, are looked upon with as much in- 
ulgence on the stage, as in real life, without any of 
those intermixtures of wit and humour, which usually 
prepossess us in favour of such characters in other 
plays. 

St, James's Coffee-house, May 23. 

Letters from the Hague, of the twenty-third instant, 

N. S. say, that Mr. Walpole (who is since arrived) 

was going with all expedition to Great ^ Britain, 

whither they doubted not but he carried with hun 

the preliminaries to a treaty of peace. The French 

minister. Monsieur Torcy, has been observed, in 

this whole negociation, to turn his discourse u{K» 

the calamities sent down by Heaven upon France, 

imd imputed the necessities they were under to the 

Immediate hand of Providence, in inflicting a general 

'ty of provision, rather than the superior genius 

generals, or the biavet^j oii^« «xis\^%^^min8t 

It would be vmpvoua noX \ft ^^xi^^«^ 

Igence of Heaven to u%; >a\iX. ^ ^^^ 
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time as we are to love our enemies, we are glad to 
see them mortified enough to mix Christianity with 
their politics. An authentic letter from Madame 
Maintenon to Monsieur Torcy has been stolen by a 
person about him, who has communicated a copy of 
it to some of the dependants of a minister of the 
allies. That epistle is writ in the most pathetic 
manner imaginable, and in a style which shows her 
genius, that has so long engrossed the heart of this 
great monarch. 

" Sir, 

'< I receiyed your's, and am sensible of the address 
and capacity with which you have hitherto transacted 
the great affair under your management. You will 
observe, that our wants here are not to be concealed; 
and that it is vanity to use artifices with the knowing 
men with whom you are to deal. Let me beg you« 
therefore, in this representation of our circumstances, 
to lay aside art, which ceases to be such when it is 
seen, and make use of all your skill to gain us what 
advantage you can from the enemy's jealousy of 
each other's greatness ; which is the place where 
only you have room for any dexterity. If you have 
any passion for your unhappy country, or any affec- 
tion for your cQstressed master, come home with 
peace. Oh Heaven ! do I live to talk of Lewis 
the Great, as the object of pity ? The king shows a 
great uneasiness to be informed of all that passes : 
but, at the same time, is fearful of every one who 
appears in his presence, lest he should bring an ac- 
count of some new calamity. I know not in what 
terms to represent my thoughts to you, when I speak 
of the king, with relation to his bodily health. Fi- 
gure to yourself that imniortal man, who stood in 
our public places, represented with trophies, armour, 
and tenon,, on his pedestal : considec , ^'^rnVv^^^^^^ 
the great, the good, the piouSy the m\^t^> "^nVS 
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were the usual epithets we gave him, both in oar 
language and thoughts. I say, consider him whom 
you knew the greatest and most glorious of monarchs; 
and now think you see the same man an unhappy 
lazar, in the lowest circumstances of human nature 
itself, without regard to the state from whence he is 
fallen. I write from his bed-side : he is at present 
in a slumber. I have many many, things to add; 
but my tears flow too fast, and my sorrow is too big 
for utterance. 

" I am, Ac.** 

There is such a veneration due from all men to 
the persons of princes, that it were a sort of disho- 
nesty to represent further the condition which the 
king is in ; but it is certain, that soon after the re- 
ceipt of these advices. Monsieur Torcy waited upoi 
his grace the Duke of Marlborough and the Loid 
Townshend ; and in that conference gave up many 
points, which, he had before said, were such, as he 
must return to France before he could answer. 
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Quiequid agunt homines- 



nostri est farrago libeUi, 

Juv. Sat. i. 85y 8d. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream, 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. p. 

White's Chocolate-house, May, 24. 

r is not to be imagined how far prepossession will 
n away with peoples' understandings, in casei 
ierein they are under ^xe&eiwX. uici^^Vsv^u^ The 
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following narration is a sufficient testimony of the 
truth of this observation. 

I had the honour the other day of a visit from a 
gentlewoman (a stranger to me) who seemed to be 
about thirty. Her complexion is brown; but the 
air of her face has an agreeableness which surpasses 
the beauties of the fairest woman. There appeared 
in her look and mien a sprightiy health ; and her 
«yes had too much vivacity to become the language 
t)f complaint, which she began to enter into. She 
«eemed sensible of it ; and therefore, with downcast 
looks, said she, ** Mr. Bickerstaif, you see before 
you the unhappiest of women : and therefore, as you 
are esteemed by all the world both a great civilian, 
4US well as an astrologer, I must desire your advice 
and assistance, in putting me in a method of obtain- 
ing a divorce from a marriage, which I know the law 
will pronounce void." "Madam," said "I, "your 
grievance is of such a nature, that you must be very 
ingenuous in representing the causes of your com- 
plaint, or I cannot give you the satisfaction you de- 
sire.** " Sir,** she answers, " I believe there would 
be no need of half your skill in the art of divination, 
to guess why a woman would part from her hus- 
band." "It is true," said I ; "but suspicions, or 
guesses at what you mean, uay certainty of it, except 
yon plainly speak it, are no foundation for a formal 
suit. She clapped her fan before her face ; " My 
husband," said she, " is no more an husband" (here 
she burst into tears) " than one of the Italian singers." 

" Madam," said I, '* the affliction you complain 
of is to be redressed by law ; but, at the same time, 
consider what mortifications you are to go through, 
in bringing it into an open court : how will you be 
able to bear the impertinent whispers of the people 
present at the trial, the licentious reflections of Ijia 

E leaders, and the interpretations that "wVLV m ^^s^c^ 
e put upon your conduct by >a\Y t\ie yrot\dL*\ 

O 
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little (will they say) could that lady command her 
passions ! Besides, consider, that curbing our de- 
sires is the ^eatest glory we can arrive at in this 
world, and will be most rewarded in the next." She 
answered like a prudent matron ; ** Sir, if you please 
to remember the office of matrimony, the firsf cause 
of its institution is that of having posterity. There- 
fore, as to the curbing desires, I am Frilling to undergo 
any abstinence from food as you please to enjoin 
me ; but I cannot, with any quiet of miiid^ live in 
the neglect of a necessary duty and an express com- 
mandment. Increase and multiply/' Observing she 
was learned, and knew so well the duties of life, I 
turned my arguments rather to dehort her from this 
public procedure by examples than precepts. Do 
but consider, Madam, what crowds of beauteous 
women live in nunneries, secluded for ever from the 
conversation of men, with all the alacrity of spirit 
imaginable ; they spend their time in heavenly rap- 
tures, in constant and frequent devotions, and at 
proper hours in agreeable conversation.'' " Sir,** 
said she hastily, '' tell not me of Papists, or any of 
their idolatries." ''Well then. Madam, consider 
how many fine ladies live innocently in the eye of 
the world, and this gay town, in the midst of temp- 
tation : there is the witty Mrs. W is a virgin of 

forty-four, Mrs. T s is thirty-nine, Mrs. L ce 

thirty-three ; yet you see they laugh, and are gay^ 
at the park, at the play-house, at the balls, and at 
visits ; and so much at ease, that all this seemft 
hardly a self-denial." ** Mr. BickerstaiF," said she, 
with some emotion, ''you are an excellent casuist; 
but the last word destroyed your whole argument; 
if it is not self-denial, it is no virtue. I presented 
you with a half-guinea, in hopes not only to have 
""^ conscience eased, but my fortune told. Yjet*'-^ 
fill, Madam," said I, "pray of what age is yow 
md?" "He is," teipYve^ m^ Vnysa^^ chent, 
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'* fifty ; and I have been his wife fifteen years." 
*^ How happened it you never communicated your 
distress, in all tliis time, to your friends and rela- 
tions?" She answered, '* He has been* thus but' a 
fortnight/' I am the most serious man in the world 
to look at, and yet could not forbear laughing out. 
'* Why, Madum, in case of infirmity which proceeds 
only from age, the law gives no remedy." " Sir,'" 
said she, " I find you have no more learning than 
Dr. Case ; and I am told of a young man, not five 
and twenty, just come from Oxford, to whom I will 
communicate this whole matter, and doubt not but 
he will appear to have seven times more useful and 
satisfactoryknowledge than you and all your boasted 
family." Thus I have entirely lost my client : but if 
this tedious narrative preserves Pastorella from the 
intended marriage with one twenty years her senior 
— to save a lady, I am contented to have my learn- 
ing decried, and my predictions bound up with poor 
Robin's Almanacks. 

WiWi Coffee-home, May 25. 

This evening was acted the Recruiting OflScer, in 
which Mr. Estcourt's proper sense and observation 
is what supports the play. There is not, in my 
humble opinion, the humour hit in Serjeant Kite, 
but it is admirably supplied by his action. If I have 
skill to judge, that man is an excellent actor ; but the 
crowd of the audience are fitter for representations at 
.May-fair, than a theatre-royal. Yet that fair is now 
broke, as well as the theatre is breaking : but it is 
allowed still to sell animals there. Therefore, if any 
lady or gentleman have occasion for a tame elephant, 
let them inquire of Mr. Penkethman, who has one to 
dbpose of at a reasonable rate. The downfall of 
May-fair has quite sunk the price of this noble crea- 
ture, as well as of many other cut\os\\\!&% ^itAioQS^ 
A tiger wiii sell almost as cheap as ^u ot.\ 
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am credibly informed, a man may purchase a cat 
with three legs, for very near the value of one widi 
four. I hear likewise that there is a great desolation 
among the gentlemen and ladies who were the orsa- 
ments of the town, and used to shine in plumes and 
diadems; the heroes being most of them pressed, 
and the queens beating hemp. Mrs. Saraband, so 
famous for her ingenious puppet-show, has set up a 
shop in the Exchange, where she sells her little troop 
under the term oi jointed habiei. I could not but be 
solicitous to know of her, how she had disposed of 
that rake-hell Punch, whose lewd life and convena- 
tion had given so much scandal, and did not a little 
contribute to the ruin of the fair. She told me with 
a sigh, '' That despairing of ever reclaiming him, she 
woidd not offer to place him in a civil family, but got 
him in a post upon a stall in Wapping, where be may 
be seen from sun-rising to sun-setting, witii a g^ass 
in one hand, and a pipe in the other, as Gentry to a 
brandy-shop.'' The great revolutions of this nature 
bring to my mind the distress of the unfortunate 
Camilla, who has had the ill luck to break before her 
voice, and to disappear at a time when her beauty 
was in the height of its bloom. This lady entered 
so thoroughly into the great characters she acted, 
that when she had finished her part, she could not 
think of retrenching her equipage, but would appear 
m her own lodgings with the same magnificence tet 
w did upon the stage. This greatness of soul has 
need that unhappy princess to an involuntary re- 
vent, where she now passes her time among the 
ig and forests, thinking on the crowns and 
(^ she has lost, and often humming over is 
ifiljwde, 

^ was bom of royal race, 
^-^et must wandei in dis^g^raAe) &c. 
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But, for fear j^ being overheard, and her quality 
known, she usually sings it in Italian. 

Naequi al regno, nacqui al trone, 

E per '9ono 

I venturata pastorella. 

Since I have touched upon this subject, I shall 
communicate to my reader part of a letter I have 
received from an ingenious friend at Amsterdam, 
where there is a very noble theatre; though the 
manner of furnishing it with actors is something 
peculiar to that place, and gives us occasion to ad- 
mire both the pouteness and frugality of the people. 
'' My frienas have kept me here a week longer 
♦ban ordinary, to see one of their plays, which was 
performed last night with great applause. The actors 
are all of them tradesmen ; who, after their day's 
work is over, earn a guilder a night by personating 
kings and generals. The hero of the tragedy I saw 
was a journeyman tailor, and his first minister of 
state a coffee-man. The empress made me think of 
Parthenope in the Rehearsal ; for her mother keeps 
an alehouse in the suburbs of Amsterdam. When 
the tragedy was over, they entertained us with a 
short farce, in which the cobler did his part to a 
miracle : but, upon inquiry, I found he had really 
been working at his own trade, and representing on 
the stage what he acted every day in his shop. The 
profits of the theatre maintain an hospital ; for as 
here they* do not think the profession of an actor the 
only trade a man ought to exercise ; so they will not 
allow any body to grow rich in a profession that, in 
their opinion, so little conduces to the good of the 
commonwealth. If I am not mistaken, your play- 
houses in England have done the same thing ; for, 
unless I am misinformed, the hospital at Dulwich 
was erected and endowed by Mr. Alie^ii,^^^te?jv 

o 3 
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and it is also said, a famous sbe-tiagpedimn has settled 
her estate, after her death, for the waintonsnce of 
decayed wits, who are to be taken in as soon as they 
grow dull, at whatever time of their Ufe that shall 
happen." 

St, Jameses Coffee-houge, May 25. 

Letters from the Hague, of the thirty-first instei^ 
N. S. say, that the articles preliminary to a general 
peace were settled, conununicated to the States 
general, and all the foreign ministers residing then, 
and transmitted to their respectiiTe masters^ on At 
twenty-eighth. Monsieur Torcy immediately le- 
turned to the court of France, from whence ne a 
expected again on the fourth of the next mondi with 
those articles ratified by that court. The Hague fM 
agreed upon for the place of treaty, and the fiileestt 
of the next month the day on which it is to conuneBse. 
The terms whereon this negociation is foimded sit 
not yet delivered by public authority : but what if 
most generally believed is as follows : 

Her Majesty's right and title, and the Protestant 
succession to these dominions, is forthwith to be ae- 
kno*wledged. King Charles is to be owned the lair- 
ful sovereign of Spain. The French King shall not 
only recall his troops out of that kingdom, and ddi- 
Ter up to the Allies the towns of Roses, Fontarabii» 
and JPampelona ; but, in case the Duke of Ai^ 
'^1 not retire out of the Spcmish dominions, he shall 
eUiged to assist the Allies to force him firoa 
nee. A cessation of arms is agreed upon for two 
ittis from the first day of the treaty. The poit 
fortifications of Dunkirk are to be demolished 
in four months ; but the town itself left in the 
is of the French. The Pretender is to be obliged 
eave France. All Newfoundland is to be re- 
red to the EngWsVi. A% \o the other parts d 
"nerica, the FrencVi «ite \oTe«\o\feVttaXes« thet 
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may have taken from the English, as the EngHsh in 
like manner Are to give up what they may have taken 
from the French, before the commencement of the 
treaty. The trade between Great Britain and 
France shall be settled upon the same foundation 
as in the reign of King Charles the Second. 

The Dutch are to have for their barriers, New- 
port, Berg, St. Yinox, Fumes, Ipres, Lisle, Tour- 
nay, Douay, Valenciennes, Cond6, Maubeuge, 
Mons, Chsurleroy, Numer, and Luxemburg; all 
which places shall be delivered up to the allies be- 
fore the end of June. The trade between Holland 
and France shall be on the same foot as in 1664. 
The cities of Strasburg, Brisac, and Alsatia, shall 
be restored to the Emperor and empire ; and the 
King of France pursuant to the treaty of Westpha- 
lia in 1648, shall only retain the protection of ten 
Imperial cities, viz. Colmar, Schlestat, Haguenau, 
Munster, Turkeim Keisember, Obrenheim, Rosheim, 
Weisemberg, and Landau. Huninguen, Fort-Louis, 
Fort-Khiel, and New- Brisac, shall be demolished, 
and all the fortifications from Basil to Philipsburg. 
The King if Prussia shall remain in the peaceable 
possessiou of Neufchatel. The affair of Orange, as 
also the pretensions of his Prussian Majesty in the 
French Compt6, shall be determined at this general 
negociation of peace. The Duke of Savoy shall 
have a restitution made of all that has been taken 
from him by the French, and remain master of 
Exilles, Chamont, Fenestrelles, and the valley of 
Pragelas.* 

• In the first edition of the Tatler, in folio, there if the fol- 
lowing addition to this paper : '' It is said that Monsieiir 
Torcy, when he signed this instrument, broke into this excla- 
mation: 'Would Colbert have signed such a treatf for 
France?* On which a minister present was pleased to ir 
' Colbert himself would have been proud tohvra iM^lYv 
in these circumstances on such tenoi." 
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N° 21. TUESDAY, MAY 23, 1709. 



Quicquid agunt homines 

nostri est farrago libelH* 

JuY. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dreana. 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P, 

White's Chocolate-house, May 26. 

A GENTLEMAN has writ to me out of the country 
a very ciyil letter, and said things which I suppreM 
with great violence to my vanity. There axe many 
terms in my narrative which he complains want ex- 
plaining ; and has therefore desired that, for the be- 
nefit of my country readers, I would let him know 
what 1 mean by a Gentleman, a pretty Fellow, a 
Toast, a Coquet, a Critic, a Wit, and all other ap- 
pellations of those now in the gayer world, who are 
in possession of these several characters ; together 
with an account of those who unfortunately pretend 
to them. I shall begin with him we usually call a 
Gentleman, or man of conversation. 

It is generally thought, that warmth of imagina- 
tion, quick relish of pleasure, and a manner of be- 
^soming it, are the most essential qualities for form- 
"iiin sort of man. But any one that is much in 
'Ay will observe, that the height of good breed- 
'hown rather in never giving offence, than in 
•bilging things: thus he that never shocks 
mgh he is seldom entertaining, is more likely 
your favour, than he who often entertains, 
netimes displeases you. The most necessary 
therefore in a man of conversation, which is 
. we ordinarily intend by a fine Gentleman, is a 
^od judgment. He that has this in perfection is 
JDOster of his compaiv\oi\, without letting him see it; 
Mad has the same advauVvi^e on^x mcti q'I ^\s^ other 
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qualifications whatsoeyer, as one that can see would 
have over a blind man often times his strength. 

This is what makes Sophronius the darling of all 
who converse with him, and the most powerful with 
his acquaintance of any man in town. By the light 
of this faculty he acts with great ease and freedom 
among the men of pleasure, and acquits himself with 
skill and dispatch among the men of business : all 
which he performs with such success, that, with as 
much discretion in life as any man ever had, he 
neither is, nor "appears, cunning : but as he does a 
good office, if ever he does it, with readiness and 
alacrity; so he denies, what he does not care to en- 
gage in, in a manner that convinces you that you 
ought not to have asked it. His judgment is so 
good and unerring, and accompanied with so cheer- 
ful a spirit, that his conversation is a continual feast,, 
at which he helps some, and is helped by others, in> 
such a manner, that the equality of society is per- 
fectly kept up, and every man obliges as much as 
he is obliged ; for, it is the greatest and justest skilly 
in a man of superior understanding, to know how to 
be on a level with his companions. This sweet dis- 
position runs through all the actions of Sophronius, 
and makes his company desired by women, without 
being envied by men. Sophronius would be as just 
as he is, if there were no law ; and would be as dis- 
creet as he is, if there were no such thing as calumny. 

In imitation of this agreeable being, is made that 
animal we call a pretty Fellow ; who, being just 
able to find out, ^at what makes Sophronius ac- 
ceptable is a natural behaviour, in order to the same 
reputation, makes his own an artificial one. Jack 
Dimple is his perfect mimic ; whereby he is, of course, 
the most unlike him] of all men living. Sophroniiui 
just now passed into the inner room directly f[*~ 
ward ; Jack comes as fast after as he cia^ m 
right and left Jookiog-glaM, in wliic\i Yi&YiaA\n( 



4 man *at "^^ * the season, ^ aresses, oi - 
«*"' ^St *« ^^^ivWtbeVteseutfajW^^^, 

last as« ^^j a 8" ;,* bV'S'*'^'* ■ a at mo^ ^ 

S.. » •^^'^^ w^c^ts talk m dxffet . ^ 
mlUlbo«« cb««J eafil^ »*« _. but such » 1 

•SSn" *r' ^"^^ "l£eS pV 
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^ conversant ^«*So»^ple^;^^^^,eob> 
T^Biions tob «9 « should be \^^ i^to 

SW'^^^UchcUipo'f^inbut ev. 
'l»aiact«t^**^^iePTesentedm^ ^ho 
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tion ; but if the present Moriters were thus jexamined, 
and the offences against this rule cut out, few plays 
would be long enough for the whole evening's enter- 
tainment. 

But I dp not know how they did in those old 
times. This same Ben Jonson has made every one's 
passion in this play be towards money ; and yet not 
one of them expresses that desire, or endeavours to 
obtain it, any way but what is peculiar to him only ; 
one sacrifices his wife, another his profession, 
another his posterity, from the same motive ; but 
their characters are kept so skilfully apart, that it 
seems prodigious their discourses should rise from 
the invention of the same author. 

But the poets are a nest of hornets, and I will 
drive these thoughts no farther ; but must mention 
some hard treatment I am like to meet with from 
my brother- writers. I am credibly informed, that 
the author of a play, called '* Love in a Hollow 
Tree," has made some remarks upon my late dis- 
course on " The Naked Truth." 1 cannot blame a 
gentleman for writing against any error ; it is for the 
good of the learned world ; but I would have the 
thing fairly left between us two, and not under the 
protection of patrons: but my intelligence is, that 
ne hath dedicated his treatise to the Honourable 
Mr. Ed — dH rd. 

From my own Apartment, May 27. 
To Isaac Bickerstaff, esquire. 

" Sir, Y(yrk, May 16, 1709. 

** B^ing convinced, as the whole world is, how 
infallible your predictions are, and having the 
honour to be your near relation of the Staffian 
family, I was under great concern at one of your 
predictions relating to yourself, wheiem^ovjiiw^Vs^i^ 
your own death would happen on 1i\ie ^es^TLXfi^SBAi 
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instant, unless it were prevented by the assistance 
of well-disposed people. I have therefore prevailed 
on my own modesty to send you a piece of news, 
which may serve, instead of Goddard's* drops to 
keep you alive for two days, until nature be able to 
recover itself, or until you meet with some better 
help from other hands. Therefore without further 
ceremony, I will relate a singular adventure just 
happened in the place where I am writing, whereof 
it may be highly useful for the public to be iB* 
formed. 

^* Three young ladies of our town were on Satar- 
day last indicted for witchcraft. The witnesses 
against the first deposed, upon oath, before Justice 
Bindover, that she kept spirits locked up in vessels, 
which sometimes appeared in flames of blue fire; 
that she used magical herbs, with some of whicfa 
she drew in hundreds of men daily to her, who 
went out from her presence all mflamed, their 
mouths parched, and a hot steam issuing from them, 
attended with a grievous stench ; that many of the 
said men were, by the force of that herb, metamor 
phosed into swine, and lay wallowing in the kennek 
for twenty-four hours before they could re-assane 
their shape or their senses. 

** It was proved against the second, that she cot 

off by night the limbs from dead bodies that were 

hanged, and was seen to dig holes in the ground, 

*o mutter some conjuring words, and bury pieces of 

^ flesh after the usual manner of witches. 

The third was accused for a notorious piece of 

ery^ long practised by hags, of moulding up 

98 of dough into the shapes of men, w;omtt» 

children; then heating them at a gentle firCi 

1 had a sympathetic power to torment tlw 

*B of those in the neighbourhood. 

*, Jonathan Goddaid -w^L&Vkc^'f^lvkfi.v^^ oAd confidut 
(wdl, a member of lihe 'RoiiX ^wa^Vj ^ ^^;^, ^mjtkiL 
T of Gresham CoUege. 
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« This was the sum of what was objected against 
the three ladies ; who^ indeed, had nothing to say 
in their own defence, but downright deny the facts, 
which is like to avail very little when they come 
upon their trials* 

** But the parson of our parish, a strange refrac- 
tory man, will believe nothing of all this ; so diat 
the whole town cries out, ' Shame ! that one of his 
coat should be such an atheist :' and design to com- 
plain of him to the Bishop : he goes about very oddly 
to solve the matter. He supposes that the first of 
these ladies, keeping a brandy and tobacco shop, the 
fellows went out smoking, and got drunk towards 
evening, and made themselves beasts. He says, the 
second is a butcher's daughter, and sometimes brings 
a quarter of mutton from the slaughter-house over- 
night against a market-day, and once buried a bit 
of beef in the ground, as a known receipt to cure, 
warts on her hands. The parson affirms, that the 
third sells gingerbread ; which, to please the chil- 
dren, she is forced to stamp with images before it is 
baked ; and if it bums their guts, it is because they 
eat too much, or do not drink after it. 

<' These are the answers he gives to solve those 
wonderful phenomena : upon which I shall not ani- 
madvert, but leave it among philosophers : and so, 
wishing you all success in your undertakings for the 
amendment of the world, I remain, dear cousin, 
^* Your most affectionate kinsman, 
'' and humble servant, 

" Ephraim Bedstaff." 

** P. S. Those who were condemned to death 
among the Athenians were obliged to take a dose 
of poison, which made them die upwards ; seizing 
first upon their feet, making them cold and insensi- 
ble, and so ascending gradually ^uxi^VtTeMdDAAk^ 
vital porta, J believe yow death, ^\a^ '^va.^ 
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Saxe Zeits and the Prince of Lichtenstein were 
preparing to set out for Presburg, to assist at the 
diet of the States of Hungary, which is to be assem- 
bled at that place on the twenty-vfifth of this month. 
General Heister will shortly appear at the head of 
his army at Trentschein, which place is appointed 
for the general rendezvous of the Imperial forces in 
Hungary; from whence he will advance to lay seige 
to Newhausel. In the mean time reinforcements, 
with a great train of artillery, are marching the 
same way. The King of Denmark arrived on the 
tenth instant at Inspruck, and on the twenty-fifth 
at Dresden, under a triple discharge of the artillery 
of that place ; but his Majesty refused the ceremo- 
nies of a public entry. 

Our letters from the Upper Khine say, that the 
Imperial army began to form itself at Etlingen ; 
where the respective deputies of the Elector Pala- 
tine, the Prince of Baden Durlach, the Bishopric of 
Spires, &c. were assembled, and had taken the 
necessary measures for the provision of forage, the 
security of the country against the incursions of the 
enemy, and laying a bridge over the Khine. Several 
vessels laden with com are daily passing before 
Frankfort from the Lower Khine. 

Letters from Poland inform us, that a detachment 
of Muscovite cavaliy, under the command of General 
Instand, had joined the confederate army ; and the 
infantry commanded by General Goltz, was expected 
to come up within a few days. These succours will 
amount to twenty thousand men. 

Our last advices from the Hague, dated June the 
fourth, N. S. say, that they expected a courier from 
the French Court, with a ratification of the prelimi- 
naries, that night or the day following. His Grace 
the Duke of Marlborough will set out for BnisseU 
on Wednesday or Thursday iieiLl/\^ ^fe &i?Mta? 
which are expected from Pans ^o ^ol w0 
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resolutions. Letters from Majorca confimi Ihe 
honourable capitulation of the castle of Alicant, and 
also the death of the Goyemor, Major-general 
Richards, Colonel Sibourg, and Major VignoUes, 
who were all buried in die ruins of that place by the 
springing of the great mine, which did, it s^ms, 
more execution than was reported. MoBsienr 
Torcy passed through Mons in nis return, and had 
there a long conference with the Elector of Bayartt; 
after which, that prince spoke publicly of the treat- 
ment he had received from France with the utmost 
indignation. 

%* Any person that shall come publicly abroad 
in a fantastical habit, contrary to the present mode 
and fashion, except Don Diego Dismallo,* or aay 
other out of pover^, shall have his name and dreis 
inserted in our next. 

N. B. Mr. Howd'yecall is desired to leave off 
those buttons. 



N^ 22. TUESDAY, MAY 31, 1709. 



Quicquid agunt homines 

nostri tstfamgo UheUi^ 

Juv. Sat. i. 86, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream. 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P« 

Whitens Chocolate-house, May 28. 

I CAME hither this evening to see fashions; and 
who should I first encounter but my old friend Cyn- 
thio (encompassed by a crowd of young fellows) 

* This is well known to have been a nick-name gives, ii 
~ * rage of party, to a very respectable nobleman, tiia Eari of 
tingham. 
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dictating on the passion of love with the gayest air 
imaginable ! ** Well," says he, " as to what I 
know of the matter, there is nothing but ogling with 
skill carries. a woman; but indeed it is not every 
fool that is capable of this art ; you will find twenty 
can speak eloquently, fifty that can fight manfully, 
and a thousand that can dress genteelly, at a mistress, 
where there is one that can gaze skilfully. This 
requires an exquisite judgment, to take the language 
of her eyes to yours exactly, and not let yours talk 
too fast for hers ; as at a play between the acts, 
when beau Frisk stands upon a bench full in Linda- 
mint's face, and her dear eyes are searching round 
to avoid that flaring open fool ; she meets the watch- 
ful glance of her true lover, and sees his heart 
attentive on her charms, and waiting for a second 
twinkle of her eye for its next motion." Here the 
good company sneered ; but he goes on : *' Nor is 
this attendance a slavery, when a man meets with 
encouragement, and her eye comes often in his 
way ; for, after an evening so spent, and the repeti- 
tion of four or five significant looks at him, the 
happy man goes home to his lodging full of ten 
tiiousand pleasing images : his brain is dilated, and 
gives him all the ideas and prospects which it ever 
lets into its seat of pleasure. Thus, a kind look 
from Lindamira revives in his imagination all the 
beauteous lawns, green fields, woods, forests, rivers, 
and solitudes, which he had ever before seen in 
picture, description, or real life; and all with 
this addition, mat he now sees them with the eyes 
of a happy lover, as before only with those of a 
common man. You laugh, gentiemen ; but considfi 
yourselves (ye common people, that were nerer 
love,) and compare yourselves in good hav* 
with yourselves out of humour, and ye ~ 
acknowledge, that all external object' 
according to the dispositions ye are 

P 3 
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their impressions, and not as those oinects are in 
their own nature. How much more shall all that 

S asses within his yiew and observation touch wilfa 
elight a man who is prepossessed with saccessfnl 
loye, which is an assemblage of soft affection , gaj 
desires, and hopeful resolutions !" 

Poor Cynthio went on at this rate to the crowd 
about him, without any purpose in his talk, but to 
vent an heart overflowing with sense of success. I 
wondered what could exalt him from the distress is 
which he had long appeared, to so much alacrity: 
but my familiar has given me the state of his affairs. 
It seems, then, that lately coming out of the play- 
house, bis mistress, who knows he is in her liveryx 
as the manner of insolent beauties is, is resolved to 
keep him still so, and gave him so much wages as 
to complain to him of the crowd she was to pass 
through. He had his wits and resolution enough 
about him to take her hand, and say he womd 
attend her to the coach. All the way thitl^er my 
good young man stammered at every Mrord, and 
stumbled at every step. His mistress^ wonderfully 
pleased with her triumph, put to him a thousand 
questions, to make a man of his natural -wit speak 
with hesitation ; and let drop her fai|, to see him 
recover it aukwardly. This is the whole foundatioB 
of Cynthio's recovery to the sprightly air he appears 
with at present. 

I grew mighty curious to know something more 
of that lady's affairs, as being amazed how she could 
dally with an offer of one of his merit and fortune. 
I sent Pacolet to her lodgings, who immediately 
brought me back the following letter to her firiend 
and confident Amanda, in the country, wherein shs 
opened her heart and all its folds. 

'' Dear Amanda, 

.^he town grows so emipt^, ^^1 >jwi x^oo^ ^ei» 

my letter so too, eiLce\>V ^om V^ ^^n« m<^ m;^ 
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talk of myself instead of others. You cannot ima- 
gine what pain it is, after a whole day spent in 
public, to want your company, and the ease which 
friendship allows in being vain to each other, and 
speaking all our minds. An account of the slaugh- 
ter which these unhappy eyes have made witi^n 
ten days last past, would make me appear too 
great a tyrant to be allowed in a Christian country. 
I shall therefore confine myself to my principal con- 
quests; which are the hearts of beau Frisk and 
Jack Freeland, besides Cynthio, who, you know^ 
wore my fetters before you went out of town. Shall 
I tell you my weakness? I began to love Frisk; it 
is the best-humoured impertinent thing in the world :. 
he is always too in waiting, and will certainly carry 
me off one time or other. Freeland's father and 
mine hare been on treaty without consulting me ; 
and Cynthio has been eternally watching my eyes^ 
without approaching me, my nriends, my maid, or 
any one about me : he hopes to get me, I belieTe^ 
as they say the rattle-snake does the squirrel, by 
^taring at me until I drop into his mouth. Freeland 
demands me for a jointure, which he thinks deserves 
me; Cynthio thinks nothing high enough to be my 
yalue : Freeland therefore will take it for no obli- 
gation to hare me ; and Cynthio's idea of me is 
what will yanish by knowing me better : familiarity 
will equally turn the veneration of the one, and the 
indifference of the other, into contempt. I will 
ptick therefore to my old maxim, to have that sort 
of man, who can have no greater views than what 
are in my power to give falm possession of. The 
utmost of my dear Frisk's ambition is, to be thought 
a man of fashion ; and therefore has been so much 
in mode, as to resolve upon me, because the whole 
town likes me. Thus Ichoose rather a man mbff^ 
loves me because others do, than one N?Vio w^vr 
me on bis own judgment. He tYiat 5nA.^«» wtM 
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self in love will often chan^ his opinion ; but ke 
that follows the sense of others must be constant, as 
long as a woman can make advances. The visits I 
make, the entertainments I give, and the addresses 
I receive, will be all arguments for me with a man 
of Frisk's second-hand genius; but would be so 
many bars to my happiness with any other mam 
However, since Frisk can wait, I shall enjoy t 
summer or two longer, and remain a single woman, 
in the sublime pleasure of being followed and ad- 
mired; which nothing can equal except that of 
being beloved by you. I am, &c." 

WUTs Coffee-house, May 30. 

My chief business here this evening was to speak 
to my friends on behalf of honest Cave Underbill, 
who has been a comic for three generations: my 
father admired him extremely when he i^as a boy. 
There is certainly nature excellently represented in 
his manner of action ; in which he ever avoided the 
general fault in players, of doing: too much. It 
must be confessed, he has not the merit of some 
ingenious persons now on the stage, of adding to 
his authors : for the actors were so dull in the last 
age, that many of them have gone out of the world, 
without having ever spoke one word of their own is 
the theatre. Poor Cave is so mortified, that he 
quibbles and tells you, he pretends only to act t 
part fit for a man who has one foot in tile grave, 
viz. a grave-digger. All admirers of true comedy, 
it is hoped, will have the gratitude to be present on 
the last day of his acting, who, if he does not hap- 
pen to please them, will have it even then to say, 
that it is his first offence. 

But there is a gentleman here, who says he has 
^rom good hands, that there is actually a sub- 
ion made by many persons of wit and quality 
3 encouragement of new comedies. This de- 
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sign will very much contribute to the improvement 
and diversion of the town; but as every man is 
most concerned for himself, I, who am of a satur- 
nine and melancholy complexion, cannot but mur- 
mur, that there is not an equal invitation to write 
tragedies ; having by m6, in my book of common 
places, enough to enable me to finish a very sad 
one by the finh of the next month. I have the fare- 
well of a general, with a truncheon in his hand> 
dying for love, in six lines. I have the principles 
of a politician (who does all the mischief in the play)^ 
together with his declaration on the vanity of ambi- 
tion in his last moments, expressed in a page and 
an half. I have all my oaths ready, and my simi- 
lies want nothing but application. I will not pre- 
tend to give you an account of the plot, it being the 
same design upon which all tragedies have been 
writ for several years last past; and from the be- 
ginning of the first scene, the frequenters of the 
house may know as well as the author when the 
battle is to be fought, the lady to yield, and the hero 
proceed to his wedding and coronation. Besides 
these advantages which I have in readiness, I have 
an eminent tragedian very much my friend, who 
shall come in and go through the whole five acts 
without troubling me fot one sentence, whether he is 
to kill, or be killed, love, or be loved, win battles or 
lose them, or whatever other tragical performance 
I shall please to assign him. 

From my own Apartment, May 30. 

I have this day received a letter, subscribed Fi- 
delia, that gives me an account of an inchantment 
under which a young lady suffers, and desires my 
help to exorcise her from the power of the sorcerer. 
Her lover is a rake of sixty ; the lady a yirtaous 
woman of twenty-five : her telations are to the 
degree aflicted, and amazed at this irregulai 
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sion. Thoir sorrow I know not how to remorey but 
can their astonishment; for, there is no spirit in 
woman half so prevalent as that of contraoictiony 
which is the sole cause of her perseverance. Let 
the whole family go dressed in a body, and call the 
bride to-morrow morning to. her nuptials, and I will 
undertake the inconstant will forget the lover in the 
midst of all his aches : but if this expedient does 
not succeed, I must be so just to the young lady's 
distinguishing sense, as to applaud her choice. A 
tine young woman, at last, is but what is due from 
fate to an honest fellow, who has suffered so unmer- 
cifully by the sex ; and I think we cannot enough 
celebrate her heroic virtue, who (like the patriot 
that ended a pestilence by plunging himself into a 
gulph), gives herself up to gorge that dragon which 
has devoured so many virgins before her. 

%* A letter directed " To Isaac Bickerstaff* 
Esquire, Astrologer and Physician in ordinary to 
her Majesty's subjects of Great Britain, with re- 
spect," is come to hand. 
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mU agmU homnei 

nostri est farrago Ubelli, 

Juv. Sat. i. 86, 86. 

'late'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

ir motley paper seizes for its theme. ]>^ 

Whitens Chocolate-house, May 31. 

generality of mankind are so very fond of this 

and of staying in it, that a man cannot have 

skill in any one art, but they will, in spite 
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of his teeth, make him a physician also, that being 
the science the worldlings have most need of. I 
pretended, when I first set up, to astrology only ; 
but, I am told, I have deep skill also in medicine. 
I am applied to now by a gentleman, for my advice 
in behalf of his wife, who, upon the last matrimonial 
difficulty, is excessively troubled with fits, and can 
bear no manner of passion without falling into im- 
mediate convulsions. I must confess it is a case I 
have known before, and remember the party was 
recovered by certain words pronounced in the midst 
of the fit, by the learned doctor who performed the 
cure. These ails have usually their beginning from 
the affections of the mind : therefore you must have 
patience to let me give you an instance, whereby 
you may discern the cause of the distemper, and 
then proceed in the cure as follows : 

A fine town-lady was married to a gentleman of 
antient descent in one of the counties of Great Bri- 
tain, who had good-humour to a weakness, and was 
that sort of person of whom it is usually said, he is 
no' man's enemy but his own : one who had too 
much tenderness of soul to have any authority with 
his wife ; and she too little sense to give him any 
authority, for that reason : his kind wife observed 
this temper in him, and made proper use of it; but, 
knowing it was below a gentlewoman to wrangle, 
she resolved upon an expedient to save decorum, 
and wear her dear to the point at the same time. 
She therefore took upon her to govern him, by fal- 
ling into fits whenever she was repulsed in a request, 
or contradicted in a discourse. It was a fish- day, 
when, in the midst of her husband's good-humour at 
table, she bethought herself to try her project ; she 
made signs that she had swallowed a bone. The 
man grew pale as ashes, and ran to her assistance, 
calling for drink. " No, my dear," said she, tp- 
:»OYering, " it is down; do not be frightened." T 
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accident belrayocl liis softness enough. The nnl 
day she cumplaineil, a lady's chariot, whnse hus- 
band had Dot half his estate, had a craoe-neck, and 
ihUDg with twice the air that hers did. He answered, 
I** Madam, you know my income ; you know I have 
loHt two coach-horses this spring." — Dowd she fell— 
"Hartshorn! Betty, Susan, Alice, throw crater ia 
her face." With much cure and pains she was U 
last brought to herself, and the vehicle in whicb 
ehe visited was amended in the nicest manner, to 

Srevent relapses; but tliey frequently happened 
uring that husband's whole Ufe, which he had tfat 
good fortune to end in a few years after. The dis- 
consolate soon pitched upon a very agreeable suc- 
cessor, whom she very prudently designed to go- 
vern by the same method. This man knew hei 
little arts, and resolved to break through all tender- 
ness, and be absolute master as soon as occasion 
offered. One day it happened, that a discouree 
arose about furniture ; he was very glad of the occa- 
sion, and fell iuto an invective against china, pro- 
testing he would never let five pounds more of hit 
money be laid out that way as long as he brealh«il. 
She immediately fainted— lie starts up as amaHd, 
and calls for help— the maids run lo the cloaet. H« 
chafes her face, bends her forward, and beats tlu 
palms of her hands: her convulsions increase, and 
down she tumbles on the floor, where she lies quite 
in spite of what the whole family, from the 
• the kitchen, could do for her relief. 

iiy servant was thus helping or lament- 
StresH, he, hsing his cheek to hers, 
following in a trance of sorrow; bul 
pera her, " My dear, this will ners 
vithin my power and fortune, you aiajf 
jiand; hut none of your artifices: ywi 
CW olhBt hands than those you passed tbw 
y riti-^ "=i'^n3 "\ion-" T*"'* "'**'' ^^' almost i» 
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the condition she pretended: her convulsions now 
came thicker , nor was she to be held down. The 
kind man doubles his care^ helps the servants to 
throw water in her face by full quarts ; and when 
the sinking part of the fit came again, *' Well, my 
dear/' said he, '^ I applaud your action, but I must 
take my leave of you until you are more sincere 
with me : farewell for ever ; you shall always know 
where to hear of me, and want for nothing." With 
that he ordered the maids to keep plying her with 
hartshorn, while he went for a physician : he was 
scarce at the stair-head when she followed, and, 
pulling him into a closet, thanked him for her cure : 
which was so absolute, that she gave me this relation 
herself, V> ^ communicated for the benefit of all the 
voluntary invalids of her sex. 

&. Jameses Coffee-house, June 1. 

Advices from Brussels of the sixth instant, N. S. 
say, his Highness Prince Eugene had received a 
letter from Monsieur Torcy, wherein that minister, 
afiter maxkj expressions of great respect, acquaints 
him, that his master had absolutely refused to- sign 
the preliminaries to the treaty which he had, in his 
Majesty's behalf, consented to at the Hague. Upon 
the receipt <^ this intelligence, the face of things at ' 
that place was immediately altered, and the neees* 
sary orders were transmitted to the troops (which 
lay most remote from thence) to move towards the 
place of rendezvous with all expedition. The enemy 
seem also to prepare for the field, and have at pre- 
sent drawn together twenty-five thousand men in 
the plains of Lenz. Marshal Villars is at the head 
of those troops ; and has given the generals under 
his command all possible assurances, that he wUl 
turn the fate of the war to the advantage of Imt 
master. 

They write from the Hague, of the s^i 

Q 
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Moosieur Rouille had received orders from the Court 
of France, to signify to the States-Greneral, and the 
Ministers of the High Allies, that the King could 
not consent to the preliminaries of a treaty of peace, 
as it was offered him by Monsieur Torcy. The 
great difficulty is the business of Spain, on which 
particular his Ministers seemed only to say, during 
the treaty, that it was not so immediately under 
their master's direction, as that he could engage for 
its being relinquished by the Duke of Anjou : but 
now he positively answers, that he cannot comply 
with what his Minister has. promised in his behalf; 
even in such points as are wholly in himself to act 
in, or not. This has had no other effect than to give 
the alliance fresh arguments for being diffident of 
engagements entered into by France. The Pensioner 
made a report of all which this Minister had declar- 
ed to the Deputies of the, States-General, and all 
things turn towards a vigorous war. The ]>uke of 
Marlborough designed to leave the Hague within 
two days, in order to put himself at the head of the 
army, which is to assemble on the seventeenth in- 
stant between the Scheld and the Lis. A fleet of 
eighty i^ail, laden with com from the Baltic, is ar- 
rived in the Texel. The States have sent circular 
letters to all the provinces, to notify this change of 
affeurs, and animate their subjects to new resolution 
in defence of their country. 

From my own Apartment y May 31. 

The publick is not so little my concern, though I 
am but a student, as that I should not interest my- 
self in the present great things in agitation. I am 
still of opinion the French King will sign the preli- 
uiinaries. With that view, I have sent him, by my 
^»*»-is<\r, the following epistle, and admonished huB, 
f what I shall say of him to future geneia- 
ct with sincerity on this occasion. 
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London t May 31. 

•* Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire of Great Britain, 
to Lewis XIV. of France. 

'* The surprising news which arrived this day, of 
your Majesty's having refused to sign the treaty your 
Ministers have in a manner sued for, is what gives 
ground to this application to your Majesty, from 
one, whose name, perhaps, is too obscure to have 
ever reached your territories ; but one who, with all 
the European world, is affected with your determi- 
nations : therefore, as it is mine and the common 
cause of mankind, I presume to expostulate with 
you on this occasion. It will, I doubt not, appear 
to the vulgar extravagant, that the actions of a 
mighty Prince should be balanced by the censure of 
a private man, whose approbation or dislike are 
equally contemptible in their eyes, when they regard 
the thrones of sovereigns. But your Majesty has 
shewn, through the whole course of your reign, too 
great a value for liberal arts, to be insensible that 
true fame lies only in the hands of learned men, by 
whom it is to be transmitted to futurity, with marks 
of honour or reproach to the end of time. The date 
of human life is too short to recompense the cares 
which attend the most private condition : therefore 
it is, that our souls are made, as it were, too big for 
it ; and extend themselves in the prospect of a longer 
existence, in good fame, and memory of worthy ac- 
ions, after our decease. The whole race of men 
ave this passion in some degree implanted in their 
osoms ; which is the strongest and noblest incita- 
9n to honest attempts : but the base use of the arts 
' peace, eloquence, poetry, and all the parts of 
iming, have been possessed by souls so unworth' 
those faculties, that the names and appellate 
things have been confounded by the Ir^ 
tings of prostituted men, who have st 
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putation upon such actions as are in themselves the 
objects of contempt and disgrace. This is that which 
has misled your Majesty in the conduct of your reign, 
and made that life, which might have heen the most 
imitable, the most to be avoided. To this it is, that 
the great and excellent qualities, of which your Ma- 
jesty is master, are lost in their application ; and 
your Majesty has been carrying on for many yean 
the most cruel tyranny, with all the noble methods 
which are used to support a just reign. Thus it is, 
that it avails nothing that you are a bountiful mas- 
ter; that you are so generous as to reward even 
the unsuccessful with honour and riches ; that no 
laudable action passes unrewarded in your kingdom; 
that you have searched all nations for obscure merit: 
in a word, that you are in your private character 
endowed with every princely quality ; when all that 
is subjected to unjust and ill-taught ambition, which 
to the injury of the world, is gilded by those endow- 
ments. However, if your Majesty will condesceod 
to look into your own soul, and consider all its fa- 
culties and weaknesses with impartiality ; if you will 
but be convinced, that life is supported in you by 
the ordinary methods of food, rest, and sleep ; yoo 
will then think it impossible that you could ever be 
so much imposed on, as to have been wrought into 
a belief, that so many thousands of the same make 
"^ yourself were formed by Providence for bo 
' end, but by the hazard of their very being to 
i the conquests and glory of an individusJ of 
•^Wn species. A very little reflection will cob- 
vour Majesty, that such cannot be the intent 
vreator ; and, if not, what horror must it give 
AJesty to think of the vast devastations your 
m*has made among your fellow-creatures! 
the wannth of youth, the flattery of crowds, 
continu^ series of success and triumph, in- 
I your iyi^^3^sty in this illusion of mind, it was 
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less to be wondered at, that you proceeded in this 
mistaken pursuit of grandeur : but when age, disap- 
pointments, public calamities, personal distempers, 
and the reverse of all that makes men forget their 
true being, are fallen upon you : heavens ! is it pos- 
sible you can live without remorse ? Can the wretched 
man be a tyrant? can grief study torments? can sor- 
row be cruel? 

" Your Majesty will observe, I do not bring 
against you a railing accusation ; but, as you are a 
strict professor of religion, I beseech your Majesty 
to stop the effusion of blood, by receiving the op- 
portunity which presents itself for the preservation 
of your distressed people. Be no longer so infa- 
tuated, as to hope K)r renown from murder and vio- 
lence ; but consider that the great day will come, in 
which the world and all its glory shall change in a 
moment; when nature shall sicken, and the earth 
and sea give up their bodies committed to them, to 
appear before the last tribunal. Will it then, O 
King ! be an answer for the lives of millions, who 
have fallen by the sword, * They perished for my 
glory ?' That day will come on ; and one like it is 
immediately approaching : injured nations advance 
towards the habitation; vengeance has begun its 
march, which is to be diverted only by the penitence 
of the oppressor. Awake, O Monarch, from thy 
lethargy! disdain the abuses thou hast received; 
pull down the statue which calls thee immortal ; be 
truly great : tear thy purple, and put on sackcloth. 

" I am, 

thy generous enemy, 

Isaac Bickkrstaff.'* 
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N®24. SATURDAY, JUNE 4, 1709. 

Quicquid agunt honUnei- 



nostri eatfarrtigo libeiii, 

Juv. Sat. i. 85^ 86. ' 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Oar motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

Whitens Chocolate-hinue, June 2. 

In my paper of the twenty-eighth of the last monA 
I mentioned several characters, which want explain- 
tion to the generality of readers : among others, I 
spoke of a Pretty Fellow. I hare since received t 
kind admonition in a letter, to take care that I do 
not omit to show also what is meant by a Yeij 
Pretty Fellow; which is to be allowed as a character 
by itself, and a person exalted above the other by t 
peculiar sprightliness ; as one who, by a distinguish- 
ing vigour, outstrips his companions, and has there- 
by deserved and obtained a particular appellatioii, 
or nick^name of familiarity. Some have this dis- 
tinction from the fair sex, who are so generous as to 
take into their protection such as are laughed at by 
the men, and place them for that reason in degrees 
" ^voar. 

dhief of this sort is Colonel Brunett, who is 

if fiuhion, because he vnll be so; and prac- 

"^tey janty way of behaviour, because he is 

less to know when he offends, and too san- 

be mortified if he did know it Thus the 

has met with a town ready to receive him, 

jnot possibly see why he should not make 

heir favour, and set himself in the first de- 

t conversation. Therefore he is very success- 

Dud aii^ong the wits, and familiar among the 

aujd dissolute among the rakes : thus he is 
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admitted in one place^ because he is so in another ; 
and every man treats Brunett well, not out of his 
particular esteem for him, but in respect to the opi- 
nion of others. It is to me a solid pleasure to see 
the world thus mistaken on the good-natured side ; 
for, it is ten to one but the Colonel mounts into a 
General officer, marries a fine lady, and is master of 
a good estate, before they come to explain upon him. 
What gives most delight to me in this observation 
is, that all this arises from pure nature, and the 
Colonel can account for his success no more than 
those by whom he succeeds. For these causes and 
considerations, I pronounce him a true woman's man, 
and in the first degree, ** A Very Pretty Fellow." 

The next to a man of this universal genius is one, 
who is peculiarly formed for the service of the ladies, 
and his merit is chiefly to be of no consequence. T 
tun, indeed, a little in doubt, whether he ought not 
rather to be called a very Happy, than a very Pretty 
Fellow ? for he is admitted at all hours ; all he says 
or does, which would offend in another, are passed 
over in him ; and all actions and speeches which 
please, doubly please if they come from him : no 
one wonders or takes notice when he is wrong ; but 
all admire him when he is in the right. By the way, 
it is fit to remark, that there are people of better 
sense than these, who endeavour at this character ; 
but they are out of nature ; and though, with some 
industry, they get the character of fools, they can- 
not arrive to be' very, seldom to be merely " Pretty 
Fellows.'' But, where nature has formed a person 
for this station amongst men, he is gifted with a pe- 
culiar genius for success, and his very errors and 
absurdities contribute to it ; this felicity attending 
him to his life's end ; for, it being in a manner ne- 
cessary that he should be of no conseauencey he f' 
as well in old age as youth ; and I Imow & i 
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N. B. The gentleman who stole Betty Pepin* may 
own it, for he is allowed to be "a very Pretty 
Fellow." 

But we must proceed to the explanation of other 
terms in onr writings. 

To know what a Toast is in the country gives as 
much perplexity as she herself does in town : and 
indeed the learned differ very much upon the ori- 
ginal of tiiis wordy and the acceptation of it among 
the moderns : however, it is by all agreed to have 
a joyous and cheerful import. A toast, in a cold 
morning, heightened by nutmeg, and sweetened with 
sugar, has for many ages been given to our rural dis- 
pensers of justice, before they entered upon causes, 
and has been of great and politic use to take off* the 
severity of their seiitences ; but has, indeed, been 
remarkable for one ill effect, that it inclines those 
who use it immoderately to speak Latin; to the 
admiration rather than information of an audience. 
This application of a Toast makes it very obvious, 
that tile word may, virithout a metaphor, be under- 
stood as an apt name for a thing which raises us 
in the most sovereign degree : but many of the wits 
of the last age will assert, that the word, in its pre- 
sent sense, was known among them in their youth, 
and had its rise from an accident at the town of 
Bath, in the reign of King Charles the Second. 

It happened that, on a public day, a celebrated 
Beauty of those tmies was in tiie Cross Bath, and 
one of the crowd of her admirers took a glass of 
the water in which the fair one stood, and drank 
her health to the company. There was in the place 
a gay fellow half fuddled, who offered to jump in, 
and swore, though he liked not the liquor, he would 
have the toast. He was opposed in his resolution ; 

* The kept mistress of a knight of the shire near BrentfA*^ 
who sqnandeied his estate on women, and in contested 
tions. 
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upon you ; and Frontlet disdains to Aee you smile. 
^Tatty's love is a shining quick flame ; Frontlet's, a 
slow wasting fire. Gatty likes the man that diverts 
her ; Frontiet, him who adores her. Gatty always 
improves the soil in which she travels ; Frontlet lays 
waste the country. Gatty does not only smile, but 
laughs at her lover ; Frontlet not only looks serious, 
but frowns at him. All the men of wit (and cox- 
combs their followers) are professed servants of 
Gattv; die politicians and pretenders give solemn 
worship to Frontlet. Their reign will be best judged 
of fay its duration. Frontlet will never be chosen 
more ; and Gatty is a toast for life. 

Si» James's Coffee-house, June 3. 

Letters from Hamburgh of the seventh instant. 

If. 8. inform us, that no art or cost is omitted to 

make die stay of his Danish Majesty at Dresden 

igreeable : but there are various speculations upon 

he interview between King Augustus and that 

Prince ; many putting politic constructions upon his 

Danish Majesty's arrival at a time when his troops 

re marching out of Hungary, with orders to pass 

iiough Saxony, where it is given out, that they are 

be recruited. It is said also, that several Polish 

valors have invited King Augustus to return into 

iland. His Majesty of Sweden, according to the 

le advices, has passed the Nieper without any op- 

itioii from the Muscovites, and advances with all 

lible expedition towards Volhinia, where he pro- 

e to join King Stanislaus and General Crassau. 

''e hear from Bern of the first instant, N. S. that 

is not a province in France, from whence the 

i is not apprehensive of receiving accounts of 

s commotions, occasioned by the want of corn. 

;eiieral diet of the thirteen cantons is assemW^ 

den, but have not yet entered upon 

t the affair of Tockenburgh is yet ' 
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Letters from the Hague, dated the elevendi in- 
stant, N. S. advise, that Monsieur Bouille haying 
acquainted the Ministers of the allies, that his master 
had refused to ratify the preliminaries of a treaty 
adjusted with Monsieur Torcy, set out for Paris on 
Sunday morning. The same day the foreign Bfi- 
nisters met a committee of the States-General, where 
Monsieur Van Hessen opened the business upon 
which they were assembled, and in a very want 
discourse laid before them the conduct of France ii 
the late negociations, representing the abject manner 
in which she had laid open her own distresses, duit 
reduced her to a compliance with the demands of 
all the allies, and her meanness in receding firom 
those points to which Monsieur Torcy had consented. 
The respective Ministers of each potentate of the 
alliance severally expressed their resentnaent of th» 
faithless behaviour of the French, and gaye emk 
other mutual assurances of the constancy and reso- 
lution of their principals, to proceed with the utmost 
vigour against the common enemy. His Grace the 
Duke of Marlborough set out from the Hague oi 
the ninth in the afternoon, and lay that night at 
Rotterdam ; from whence, at four the next momingf 
he proceeded towards Antwerp, with a design to 
reach Ghent the next day. All the troops in the 
Low Countries are in motion towards the genenl 
rendezvous between the Scheld and the Los: the 
whole army will be formed on the twelfth instant; 
and it is said, that on the fourteenth they will adr 
vance towards the enemy's country. In the mesA 
time the Marshal de Villars has assembled the FrenA 
forces between Lens, La Bassee, and Douay* 

Yesterday morning Sir John Norris, witfi the 
squadron under his command, sailed from the Downs 
Por Holland. 



N** 24. TATLER. 181 

From my own Apartment, June 3. 

I have the honour of the following letter from a 
gentleman whom I receive into my family, and order 
the heralds at arms to enroll him accordingly : 

" Mr. Bickerstaff, 

" Though you have excluded me the honour of 
your family, yet I have ventured to correspond with 
the same great persons as yourself, and have wrote 
this post to the King of France ; though I am in a 
manner unknown in his country, and have not been 
seen there these many months : 

TO LEWIS LE GRAND. 



u 



Though in your Country I'm unknown, 
Yet, Sir, I must advise you ; 
Of late 80 poor and mean you 're grown*, 
That all the world despise you. 

Here yermin eat your Majesty, 

There meagre subjects stand unfed ! 
What surer signs of poverty, 

Than many lice and little bread ? 

Then, Sir, the present minute chuse ; 

Our armies are advanced : 
Those terms you at the Hague refuse. 

At Paris won't be granted. 

Consider this, and Dunkirk raze, 

And Anna's title own ; 
Send one pretender out to graze, 

And call the other home. 

" Your humble servant. 

Bread the Staff of Life.'* 
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N° 25. TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 1700. 



Quicquid agunt homines 

nostri eat farrago UbeUi. 

Jo?. Sat. i. 86, 86. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream. 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

White's Chocolate-home i J%me 6. 

A Letter from a young lady, written in the most 
passionate tenns, wherein she laments the misfortiuie 
of a gentleman, her lover, who was lately wounded 
in a duel, has turned my thoughts to thiat subject, 
and inclined me to examine into the causes wtdcb 
precipitate men into so fatal a folly. And as it Im 
been proposed to treat of subjects of gallantry in 
the article from hence, and no one point in nature ii 
more proper to be considered by the company wlio 
frequent this place than that of duels, it is worth bur 
consideration to examine into this chimerical ffround- 
iess humour, and to lay every other thoii^t aside, 
until we have stripped it of all its false pretences to 
credit and reputation amongst men. 

But I must confess, when I consider what I aa 
going about, and run over in my imagination all 
the endless crowd of men of honour who will be 
offended at such a discourse; I am undertakiigi 
me thinks, a work worthy an invulnerable hero ii 
romance, rather than a private gentleman with a 
single rapier : but as I am pretty well acquainted, 
by great opportunities, with the nature of man, aid 
know of a truth that all men fight against their will> 
the danger vanishes, and resolution rises upon thii 
subject. For this reason, I shall talk very fivelr 
^Q a custom which all men wish exploded, thcrap 

> man has couta^e eTvow^Vv\o resist it. 
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But there is one unintelligible word, which I fear 
will extreniely perplex my dissertation, and I confess 
to you I find very hard to explain ; which is the term 
** satisfaction." An honest country gentleman had 
the misfortune to fall into company with two or three 
modem men of honour, where he happened to be very 
ill treated; and one of the company, being conscious 
of his offence, sends a note to him in the morning, 
and tells him, he was ready to give him satisfaction, 
" This is fine doing," says the plain fellow; ** last 
night he sent me away cursedly out of humour, and 
this morning he fancies it would be a satisfaction to 
be run through the body." 

As the matter at present stands, it is not jto do 
handsome actions denominates a man of honour ; it 
is enough if he dares to defend ill ones. Thus you 
often see a common sharper in competition with a 
gentleman of the first rank : though all mankind is 
convinced, that a fighting gamester is only a pick-» 
pocket with the courage of an highwayman. One 
cannot with any patience reflect on the unaccount- 
able jumble of persons and things in this town and 
nation ; which occasions very frequently, that a brave 
man falls by a hand below that of a common hang- 
man, and yet his executioner escapes the clutches 
of the hangman for doing it. I shall therefore here- 
after consider, how the bravest men in other ages 
and nations have behaved themselves upon such 
incidents as we decide by combat ; and show, from 
their practice, that this resentment neither has its 
foundation from true reason or solid fame ; but is 
an imposture, made up of cowardice, falsehood, and 
want of understanding. For this work, a good 
history of quarrels would be very edifying to the 
public ; and I apply myself to the town for parti- 
culars and circumstances within their knowledge, 
which may serve to embellish the dissertatiop 
proper cuts. Most of the quarreVs \ Vlv^i 
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known, have proceeded from some valiant coxcomb's 
persisting in the wrong, to defend some prevailing 
folly, and preserve himself from the ingenuousness 
of his own mistake. 

By this means it is called ** giving a man satis- 
faction," to urge your offence against him with your 
sword; which puts me in mind of Peter's to the 
keeper, in the Tale of a Tub ; '' if you neglect to do 
all this, damn you and your generation for ever ; and 
so we bid you heartily farewell." If the contra- 
diction in the very terms of one of our challenges 
were as well explained, and turned into downright 
English, would it not run after this manner ? — 

" Sir, 

'* Your extraordinary behaviour last night, and the 
liberty you were pleased to take with me, makes me 
this morning give you this, to tell you, because yoi 
are an ill-bred puppy, I will meet you in Hyde Paik 
an hour hence ; and because you want both breediig 
and humanity, I desire you would come with a pistol 
in your hand, on horseback, and endeavour to shoot 
me through the head, to teach you more manners. If 
you fail of doing me this pleasure, I shall say you aie 
a rascal on every post in town : and so. Sir, if yoa 
will not injure me more, I shall never forgiye what 
you have done already. Pray, Sir, do notfiailof 
getting every thing ready; and you will infinitely 
oblige. Sir, your most obedient humble servant, &c. 

From my own Apartment, June 6. 

Among the many employments I am necessarily 
put upon by my friends, that of giving advice is the 
most unwelcome to me ; and, indeed, I am forced to 
use a little art in the matter : for, some people wiU 
ask counsel of you, when they have already acted 
what they tell you is still under deliberation. I hui 
' Host lost a vety ^ooA. It*wii4 Ihe other day, who 
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came to know ^' how I liked his design to marry such 
a lady V I answered, '* By no means ; and I must 
be positive against it, for very solid reasons, which 
are not proper to communicate." " Not proper to be 
communicated \" said he, with a grave air ; ''I will 
know the bottom of this." I saw Jiim moved^ and 
knew from thence he was already determined ; there^ 
fore evaded it by saying, ** To tell you the truth, 
dear Frank, of all women living, I would have her 
myself." '* Isaac," said he, ** thou art too late, for 
we have been both one these two months." 

I learned this caution by a gentleman's consulting 
me formerly about his son. He railed at his damned 
extravagance, and told me, *' in a very little time he 
would beggar him by the exorbitant bills which came 
from Oxford every quarter." " Make the rogue bite 
upon the bridle," said I ; '' pay none of his bills ; it 
will but encourage him to further trespasses." He 
looked plaguy sour at me. His son soon after sent 
up a paper of verses, forsooth, in print, on the last 
public occasion ; upon which, he is convinced the 
boy has parts, and a lad of spirit is not to be too 
much cramped in his maintenance, lest he take ill 
courses. Neither father nor son can ever since en- 
dure the sight of me. 

These sort of people ask opinions only out of the 
fulness of their heart, on the subject of their per- 
plexity, and not from a desire of information. 

There is nothing so easy as to find out which 
opinion the man in doubt has a mind to ; therefore 
the sure way is to tell him, that is certainly to be 
chosen. Then you are to be very clear and positive : 
leave no handle for scruple. '* Bless me ! Sir, there 
is no room for a question !" This rivets you into his 
heart; for you at once applaud his wisdom, and 
gratify his inclination. However, I had too much 
bowels to be insincere to a man who came yesterd^ 
to know of me with which of two eimsffid 

r3 
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in the city, he should place lus son ? Their names 
are Paulo and Avaro. This gave me much debate 
with myself; because not only the fortune of the 
youth, but his virtue also, dependeth upon this 
choice. The men are equally wealthy; but they 
differ in the use and application of their riches, 
which you immediately see upon entering their doors. 
The habitation of Paulo has at once the air of a 
nobleman and a merchant. ITou see the servants 
act with affection to their master, and satisfjeustion 
in themselves ; the master meets you with an opei 
countenance, full of benevolence and integrity ; your 
business is dispatched with that confidence and wel- 
come which always accompany honest minds. His 
table is the image of plenty and generosity, sup- 
ported by justice and frugality. After we had dined 
^here, our affair was to visit Avaro. Out comes an 
awkward fellow, with a careful countenance ; ** Sir, 
would you speak with my master ? may I crave yoor 
name ? " After the first preamble, he lea^is us into 
a noble solitude, a great house that seemed unio- 
habited ; but from the end of the spacious hall moves 
towards us Avaro, with a suspicious aspect, as if 
he had believed us thieves ; and, as for my part, 
I approached him as if I knew him a cut-purse. We 
fell mto discourse of his noble dwelling and the 
great estate all the world knew he had to enjoy is 
it ; and I, to plague him, began to commend Paulo's 
way of living. " Paulo," answered Avaro, " is a 
very good man ; but we, who have smaller estates, 
must cut our coats according to our cloth.*' *« Nay," 
says I, '* every man knows his own circumstances 
best ; you are in the right, if you have not where- 
withal.'^ He looked very sour; for it is, you must 
know, the utmost vanity of a mean-spirited rich niai 
to be contradicted when he calls himself poor : bat 
I resolved to vex him, by consenting to an he said; 
the mean design oi N?\v\e\i vi^is, that he would haTO 



N* 25. TATLER. 187 

US find out, he was one of the wealthiest men in 
London, and lived like a beggar. We left him, 
and took a turn on the Exchange. My friend was 
ravished with Avaro. " This,'' said he, " is cer- 
tainly a sure man." I contradicted him with much 
warmth, and summed up their different characters 
as well as I could. " This Paulo," said I, " grows 
wealthy by being a common good ; Avaro, by being 
a general evil : Paulo has the art, Avaro the craft 
of trade. When Paulo gains, all men he deals with 
are the better ; whenever Avaro profits, another cer- 
tainly loses. In a word, Paulo is a citizen, and 
Avaro a cit." I convinced my friend, and carried 
the young gentleman the next day to Paulo, where 
he will learn the way both to gain and enjoy a good 
fortune. And though I cannot say I have, by 
keeping him from Avaro, saved him from the gal- 
lows, I have prevented his deserving it every day 
he lives : for with Paulo he will be an honest man, 
without being so for fear of the law ; as with Avaro 
he would have been a villain, within the protection 
of it. 

St, James's Coffee-house, June 6. 

We hear from Vienna of the first instant, that 
Baron Imloff, who attended her Catholic Majesty 
with the character of Envoy from the Duke of Wol- 
fenbuttel, was returned thither. That minister 
brought an account, that Major-general Stanhope, 
with the troops which embarked at Naples, was re- 
turned to Barcelona. We hear from Berlin, by 
advices of the eighth instant, that his Prussian 
Majesty had received an account from his Minister 
at Dresden, that the King of Denmark desired to 
meet his Majesty at Magdeburg. The King of 
Prussia has sent for answer, that his present indis- 
position will not admit of so great a journey : ^ 
has sent the King a very pressing invitation t 
to Berlin or Potsdam. TYiese iaANVt^% t 
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N° 26. THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 1709. 
Quicquid t^nt hmnines- 



nostri est farrago libelli, 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

From my own Apartment, June 8. 

I HAVE read the following lettier with delight and 
approbation, and I hereby order Mr. Kidney at St. 
James's, and Sir Thomas at White's (who are my 
clerks for enrolling all men in their different classes, 
before they presume to drink tea or chocolate in 
those places), to take care that the persons within 
the descriptions in the latter be admitted and ex- 
cluded, according to my friend's remonstrance. 

"Sir, jMwe6, 1709. 

" Your paper of Saturday has raised up in me a 
noble emulation to be recorded in the foremost rank 
of worthies therein mentioned : if any regard be 
had to merit, or industry, , I may hope to succeed in 
the promotion ; for I have omitted no toil or expence 
to be a proficient; and if my friends do not flatter, 
they assure me I have not lost my time since I came 
to town. To enumerate but a few particulars. 
There is hardly a coachman I meet with, but de- 
sires to be excused taking me, because he had me 
before. I have compounded two or three rapes; 
and let out to hire as many bastards to beggars. 
I never saw but one part of a play ;* and as to my 
courage, it is well known I have more than once 
had sufficient witness of my drawing my sword both 

• At that time it seems as if the money was returned tt" 
such as withdrew at the end of the first act. 
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in tavern and play-house. Doctor Wall* is my 
particular friend; and, if it were any service to the 
public to compose the difference between Martin * 
and Sintilaer * the Pearl-driller, f I do not know a 
judge of more experience than myself; for in thai I 
may say, with the poet. 

Qua reg^ioin villa nostri non plena laboria? 

" What streets resound not with my great exploits?^ 

I omit other less particulars, the necessary con- 
sequence of greater actions. But my reason for 
troubling you at this present is, to put a stop, if.it 
may be, to an insinuating, increasing set of people, 
who, sticking to the letter of your treatise, and not 
to the spirit of it, do assume the name of " Pretty 
Fellows ;" nay, and even get new names, as you 
very well hint. Some of them I have heard calling 
to one another, as I have sat at White's and St 
Jameses, by the names of Betty, Nelly, and so forth. 
You see them accost each other with effeminate 
airs : they have their signs and tokens like free- 
masons. They rail at woman-kind; receive visits 
on their beds in gowns, and do a thousand other 
unintelligible prettinesses that I cannot tell what to 
make of. I therefore heartily desire you would 
exclude all this sort of animals. 

** There is another matter I foresee an ill conse- 

auence from, that may be timely prevented by pru- 
ence ; which is, that for the last fortnight prodi- 
'UB Bhoals of volunteers have gone over to bully 
French, upon hearing the peace was just signing; 
Ids is so true, that I can assure you, all ingross- 
"^rk about the Temple is risen abave three 
gs in the pound for want of hands. Now, a» 
lossible some little alteration of affairs may 
)roken their measures, and that they will post 

Jiree practioners in physic or surgery, of some note tt 
dime, for caring diseases contracted by debauchery. 
A term rendered umwte\\\g;\\A^\>l \i«ae. 
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back again, I am under the last apprehension, that 
these wiU, at their return, all set up for " Pretty 
Fellows," and thereby confound all merit and ser- 
vice, and impose on us some new alteration in our 
night-cap wigs and pockets, unless you can provide 
a particular class for them. I cannot apply myself 
better than to you, and I am sure I speak the mind 
of a very great number, as deserving as myself." 

The pretensions of this correspondent are worthy a 
particular distinction; he cannot, indeed, be ad- 
mitted as a " Pretty," but is what we morfe justly 
call a " Smart Fellow." Never to pay at the play- 
house is an act of frugality that lets you into his 
character; and his expedient in sending his chil- 
dren begging before they can go, are characte- 
ristical instances that he belongs to this class. I 
never saw the gentleman ; but I know by his letter, 
he hangs his cane to his button ; and by some lines 
of it he should wear red-heeled shoes ; which are 
essential parts of the habit belonging to the order of 
« Smart Fellows." 

My familiar is returned with the following letter 
from the French king. 

Versailles, June 3, 1709. 

" Lewis XIV. to Isaac Bickerstaff, Esq. 

Sir, 

I have your epistle, and must take the liberty to 
say, that there has been a time, when there were 
generous spirits in Great Britain, who would not 
have suffered my name to be treated with the fami-, 
iiarity you think fit to use. I thought liberal men 
would not be such time-servers, as to fall upon a 
man because his friends are not in power. But, 
having some concern for what you may commit to 
posterity concerning me, I am willing to keep terms 
with you ; and make a request to you, which is, that 
you would give my service to v\<^ \s^%\fe«Q^« 
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ury (if ever you or yours reach them), and tell them 
hat I have settled all matters between them and me 
by Monsieur Boileau. I should be glad to see you 
here." 

It is very odd, this prince should offer to invite 
me into his dominions, or believe I should accept 
the invitation. No, no; I remember too well how 
he served an ingenious gentleman, a friend of mine,* 
whom he locked up in the Bastile for no reason in 
the world, but because he was a wit, and feared he 
might mention him with justice in some of his writ- 
ings. His way is, that all men of sense are pre- 
ferred, banished, or imprisoned. He has indeed a 
sort of justice in him, like that of the gamesters ; for 
if a stander-by sees one at play cheat, he has a right 
to come in for shares, as knowing the mysteries of 
the game. 

This is a very wise and just maxim; and if I have 
not left at Mr. Morphew's, directed to me, bank bilk 
for two hundred pounds, on or before this day seven- 
night, I shall tell how Tom Cash got his estate. 
I expect three hundred pounds of Mr. Soilett, for 
concealing all the money he has lent to himself, an/ 
his landed friend bound with him, at thirty per emi 
at his scrivener's. Absolute princes maJce peop' 

nwhat they please, in deference to their powe 
) not know why I should not do the same, out 
fear or respect to my knowledge. I always p 
serve decorums and civilities to the fair sex : the 
fore, if a certain lady, who left her coach at the J 
Exchange door in the Strand, and whipt down I 
ham-yard into a boat with a young gentlemar 
Vauxhall ;t I say, if she will send me word, t 
may give the fan which she dropped, and I few 
my sister Jenny, there shall be no more said 

* Sir John Vanbnigh, who was once confined in t 
tUe, is probably the peTSon Yiete alluded to. 
f In the Original ¥o\\o it la " Yo^-VA\r 
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I expect hush-money to be regularly sent for every 
folly or vice any one commits in this whole town; 
and hope, I may pretend to deserve it better than a 
chamber-mjaid or a valet de chambre; they only 
whisper it to the little set of their companions ; but 
I can tell it to all men living, or who are to live. 
Therefore I desire all my readers to pay their fines, 
or mend their lives. 

White's Chocolate-house, June 8. 

My familiar being come from France, with an 
answer to my letter to Lewis of that kingdom, in- 
stead of going on in a discourse of what he had seen 
in that court, he put on the immediate concern of a 
guardian, and fell to inquiring into my thoughts and 
adventures, since his journey. As short as his stay 
had been, I confessed I had had many occasions 
for his assistance in my conduct; but communicated 
to him my thoughts of putting all my force against 
the horrid, and senseless customs of duels. ''If it 
were possible," said he, '* to laugh at things in 
themselves so deeply tragical as the impertinent 
profusion of human, life, I think I could divert you 
with a figure I saw just after my death, when the 
philosopher threw me, as I told you some days ago, 
into Ithe pail of water. 

"You are to know that, when men leave the 
body, there are receptacles for them as soon as they 
depart, according to the manner in which they lived 
and died. At the very instant I was killed, there 
came away with me a spirit which had lost his body 
in a duel. We were both examined. *Me the 
whole assembly looked at with kindness and pity, 
but at the same time with an air of welcome and 
consolation : they pronounced me very happy, who 
had died in innocence ; and told me, ' a quite dif- 
ferent place was allotted to me, than that which wa» 
appointed for my compamon ; VJaat^ >a«vft% ^ ^ 

VOL, I, s 
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distance from the mansions of fools and mnocents; 
though at the same time, said one of the ghosts, 
there is a great affinity between an idiot who has 
been so for a long life, and a child who departs be- 
fore maturity. But this gentleman who has arrived 
with you is a fool of his own making, is ignorant out 
of choice, and will fare accordingly.' The assembly 
began to flock about him ; and one said to him, ' Sir, 
I observed you came in through the gate of persons 
murdered, and I desire to know what brought you to 
your untimely end?' He said, *he had been "a 
second." ' Socrates (who may be said to have been 
murdered by the commonwealth of Athens) stood by, 
and began to draw near him, in order, after this 
manner, to lead him into a sense of his error by con- 
cessions in his own discourse. * Sir,' said that 
divine and amicable spirit, * what was the quarrel f 
He answered, 'We shall know very suddenly, 
when the principal in the business comes ; for he was 
desperately wounded before I fell.' ' Sir,' said the 
sage, *had you an estate?' 'Yes, Sir,' the new 
guest answered, ' I have left it in a very good con- 
dition, and made my will Uie night before this occa- 
sion.' ' Did you read it before you signed it ? ' *Ye», 
sure. Sir/ said the new comer. Socrates replies, 
* Could a man, that would not give his estate with- 
out reading the instrument, dispose of his life without 
asking a question?' That illustrious shade turned 
firom him; and a crowd of impertinent goblins, who 
had been drolls and parasites in their life-time, and 
were knocked on the head for their sauciness, came 
about my fellow-traveller, and made themselves 
very merry with questions about the words CW 
and Tierce, and other terms of fencers. But hi» 
thoughts began to settle into reflection upon the ad- 
venture which had robbed him of his late being: and 
frith a wretched 8i§\i, s^\4 Vie, How terrible tf* 
conviction and gu\\t, ^\iew Vk«^ <^q\iv^ \j5w> Vijbe fcr 
-"snitence!" 
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Pacolet was going on in this strain; but he re- 
covered from it, and told me, '' it was too soon to 
give my discourse on this subject so seriobs a turn ; 
you haye chiefly to do with that part of mankind 
which must be led into reflection by degrees, and 
you must treat this custom with humour and raillery 
to get an audience, before you come to pronounce 
sentence upon it. There is foundation enough for 
raising such entertainments, from the practice on 
this occasion. Do not you know that often a man 
is called out of bed to follow implicitly a coxcomb 
(with whom he would not keep company on any 
other occasion) to ruin and death? — Then a good 
list of such as are qualified by the laws of these un- 
courteous men of chivalry to enter into combat (who 
are often persons of honour without common ho- 
nesty); these I say, ranged and drawn up in their 
proper order, would give an aversion to doing any 
thing in common with such as men laugh at, and 
contemn. But to go through this work, you must 
not let your thoughts vary, or make excursions from 
your theme : consider, at the same time, that the 
matter has been often treated by the ablest and 
greatest writers : yet that must not discourage you : 
for the properest person to handle it, is one who has 
roved into mixed conversations, and must have op- 
portunities (which I shall give you) of seeing these 
sort of men in their pleasures and gratifications, 
among which they pretend to reckon fighting. It 
was pleasantly enough said of a bully in France^ 
when duels first began to be punished : ** The King 
has taken away gaming and stage-playing, and now 
fighting too ; how does he expect gentlemen shall 
divert themselves ?" 
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N" 27. SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 1709. 



Quicquid agunt homines 

nostri est farrago Ubeliu 

Jov. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

Whitens Chocolate-hofiue, June 15. 

Pacolet being gone a-stroUing among men of Ae 
sword, in order to find out the secret causes of the 
frequent disputes we meet with, and furnish me with 
materials for my treatise on duelling ; I have roofli 
left to go on in my information to my country readers, 
whereby they may understand the brignt people 
whose memoirs I have taken upon me to vmte. 
But in my discourse of the twenty-eighth of the last 
month, I omitted to mention the most agreeable of 
all bad characters, and that is, a Rake. 

A Rake is a man always to be pitied ; and, if he 
Jives, is one day certainly reclaimed ; for his faults 
proceed not from choice or inclination, but from 
strong passions and appetites, which are in youth 
too violent for the curb of reason, good sense, good 
manners, and good-nature ; all wluch he must haye 
by nature and education, before he can be allowed 
to be, or to have been, of this order. He is a poor 
OBwieldy wretch, that conmiits faults out of the re- 
dundance of his good qualities. His pity and com- 
passion make him sometimes a bubble to all his 
fellows, let them be never so much below him in 
understanding. His desires run away -with him 
through the strength and force of a lively imagina- 
tion, which hurries him on to unlawful pleasures, 
before reason has i^ow^t \o ^.^Tsie unto his rescue. 
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Thus, with all the good intentions in the world to 
amendment, this creature sins on against Heayen, 
himself, his friends, and his country; who all call 
for a better use of his talents. There is not a being 
under the sun so miserable as this ; he goes on in a 
pursuit he himself disapproves, and has no enjoy- 
ment but what is followed by remorse; no relief 
from remorse, but the repetition of his crime. It is 
possible I may talk of this person with too much 
indulgence ; but I must repeat it, that I think this a 
character which is the most the object of pity of 
$tny in ih» world. The man in the pangs of the 
stone, gout, or any acute distemper, is not in so 
deplorable a condition, in the eye of right sense, as 
he that errs and repents, and repents and errs on. 
The fellow with broken limbs justly deserves your 
alms for his impotent condition ; but he that cannot 
use his reason is in a much worse state ; for you 
see him in miserable circumstances, with his re- 
jpaedy at the same time in his own possession, if he 
would, or could use it. This is the cause that, of 
all ill characters, the Rake has the best quarter in 
the world; for when he is himself, and unruffled 
with intemperance, you see his natural faculties 
exert themselves, and attract an eye of favour to- 
wards his infirmities. 

But if we look round us here, how many dull 
rogues are there, that would fain be what this poor 
man hates himself for ? All the noise towards six in 
the evening is caused by his mimics and imitators. 
How ought men of sense to be careful of their actions, 
if it were merely from the indignation of seeing 
themselves ill drawn by such little pretenders ! Not 
to say, he that leads is guilty of all the actions of his 
followers; and a Rake has imitators whom you 
would never expect should prove so. Second-hand 
vice, sure, of all is the most nauseous. There is 

S3 
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hardly a folly more absurd, or which seems less to 
be accounted for (though it is what we see everyday,) 
than that grave and honest natures give into this 
way, and at the same time have good sense, if they 
thought fit to use it ; but the fatalitv (under which 
most men labour) of desiring to be what they are not, 
makes them go out of a metiiod in which they might 
be received with applause, and would certainly ex- 
cel, into one wherein they will all their life have the 
air of strangers to what they aim at. 

For this reason, I have not lamented the meta- 
morphosis of any one I know, so much as of Nobilis; 
who was born with sweetness of temper, just ap- 
prehension, and every thing else that might make 
him a man fit for his order. But, instead of the pur- 
suit of sober studies and applications, in which he 
would certainly be capable of making a considerable 
figure in the noblest assembly of men in the world; 
I say, in spite of that good nature, which is his 
proper bent, he will say ill-natured things aloud; 
put such as he was, and still should be, out of 
countenance; and drown all the natural good io 
him, to receive an artificial ill character, in which 
he will never succeed; for Nobilis is no Rake. 
He may guzzle as much wine as he pleases, talk 
bawdy if he thinks fit ; but he may as well drink 
water-gruel, and go twice a day to church, for it 
will never do. I pronounce it again, Nobilis is no 
Rake. To be of that order, he must be vicious 
against his will, and not so by study or application. 
All " Pretty Fellows" are also excluded to a man, 
As well as all inamoratos, or persons of the epicene 
gender, who gaze at one another in the presence of 
ladies. This class, of which I am giving you as 
account, is pretended to also by men of strong abi- 
lities in driuKing ; though they are such whom the 
liquor, not the conversation, keeps together. Bit 
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blockheads may roar, fight, and stab, and be never 
the nearer; their labour is also lost; they want 
sense : they are no Rakes. 

As a Rake among men is the man who lives in 
the constant abuse of his reason, so a coquette 
among women is one who lives in continual misap- 
plication of her beauty. The chief of all whom I 
have the honour to be acquainted with, is pretty 
Mrs. Toss : she is ever in practice of something 
which disfigures her, and takes from her charms; 
though all she does tends to a contrary effect. She 
has naturally a very agreeable voice and utterance,, 
which she has changed for the prettiest lisp imagina- 
ble. She sees what she has a mind to see at half a 
mile distance ; but poring with her eyes half shut at 
every one she passes by. she believes much more 
becoming. The Cupid on her fan and she have 
their eyes full on each other, all the time in which 
they are not both in motion. Whenever her eye is 
turned from that dear object, you may have a glance, 
and your bow, if she is in humour, returned as civilly 
as you make it ; but that must not be in the presence 
of a man of greater quality : for Mrs. Toss is so 
thoroughly well-bred, that the chief person present 
has all her regards. And she who giggles at divine 
service, and laughs at her very mother, can compose 
herself at the approach of a man of a good estate. 

Wiirs Coffee-house, June 9. 

A fine lady showed a gentleman of this company, 
for an eternal answer to all his addresses, a paper of 
verses, with which she is so captivated, that she 
professed the author should be the happy man in 
spite of all other pretenders. It is ordinary for love 
to make men poetical, and it had that effect on this 
enamoured man : but he was resolved to try his vein 
upon some of her confidants or retinue, before he 
ventured upon so high a theme as \ie\^^\^« ^ '^.^ 
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otherwise than so, would be like making an heroic 
poem a man's iirst attempt. Among the favourites 
to the fair one, he found her parrot not to be in the 
last degree : he saw Poll had her ear, when his 
sighs were neglected. To write against him had 
been a fruitless labour; therefore he resolved to 
flatter him into his interest in the follo¥ring manner: 

To a liady, on her Parrot. 

When nympbs were coy, and love could not prevail. 
The gods disguis'd were seldom known to fail ; 
Leda was clmste ; but yet a feather'd Jove 
Surpriz'd the fair, and tauj^ht her how to love. 
There's no celestial but his Heaven would quit. 
For any form which might to thee admit. 
See how the wanton bird, at every glance, 
Swells his glad plumes, and feels an amorous trance j 
The queen of beauty has forsook the dove ; 
Henceforth the Parrot be the bird of love. 

It is indeed a very just proposition to give that 
honour rather to the parrot than the other volatile. 
The parrot represents us in the state of making 
love : the dove, in the possession of the object be- 
loved. But, instead of turning the dove off, T fancy 
it would be better if the chaise of Venus had here- 
after a parrot added (as we see sometimes a third 
horse to a coach), which might intimate, that to be 
a parrot, is the only way to succeed ; and to be a 
dove, to preserve your conquests. If the swain 
would go on successfully, he must imitate the bird 
he writes upon : for he who would be loved by 
women, must never be silent before the favour, or 
Open his lips after it. 

From my own Apartment, June 10. 

I have so many messages from young gentlemen 

^ho expect preferment and distinction, that I am 

^lioUy at a loss in what manner to acquit myself. 

rg^h^ writer of the following letter tells me in a post- 

^fipii he cannot ^o owl oi \ttww xjco^ I have taken. 
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some notice of him ; and is very urgent to be some- 
body in it^ befdre he returns to his commons at the 
university. But take it from himself. . 

** To Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire^ Monitor- 
General of Great Britain. 

• 

" Sir, Sheer-lane, June B. 

** I have been above six months from the univer- 
sity; of age these three months ; and so long in town. 
I was recommended to one Charles Bubbleboy* near 
the Temple, who has supplied me with all the furni- 
ture he says a gentleman ought to have. I desired 
a certificate thereof from him, which he said would 
require some time to consider of; and when I went 
yesterday morning for it, he tells me, upon due con- 
jsideration, I still want some few odd things more to 
the value of threescore or fourscore pounds, to make 
me complete. I have bespoke them; and the favour 
I beg 01 you is, to know, when I am equipped, in 
what part or class of men in this town you will place 
me. Pray send me word what I am, and you shall 
find me. Sir, your most humble servant, 

" Jeffry Nickn ack." 

I am very willing to encourage young beginners; 
but am extremely in the dark how to dispose of this 
gentleman. I cannot see either his person or habit 
in this letter; but I will call at Charles's,t and 
know the shape of his snuff-box, by which I can 
settle his character. Though indeed, to know his 
full capacity, I ought to be informed whether he 
takes Spanish or Musty. 

St, James's Coffee-home, June 10. 

Letters from the Low Countries, of the seventeenth 
instant say, that the Duke of Marlborough and the 

• Charles Mather, at that time an eminent toyman in Fleet 
Street. 

f Charles Mather. 



20*2 T ATLER. S* 38. 

Prince of Savoy intend to leave Ghent on that day, 
and join the army which lies between Pontd'£spieie 
and Courtray, their head-quarters being at HelchiB. 
The same day the Palatine foot were expected at 
Brussels. Lieutenant-general Dompre, with a body 
of eight thousand men, is posted at Alost, in order 
to cover Ghent and Brussels. The Marshal de 
Villars was still on the plain of Lenz ; and it is said 
the duke of Vendosme is appointed to command ii 
conjunction with that general. Advices from Pani 
say, Monsieur Voison is made secretary of state, 
upon Monsieur Chamillard's resignation of that en- 
ployment. The want of money in that kingdom ii . 
so great, that the court has thought fit to commaad 
all the plate of private families to be brought into 
the mint. They write from the Hague of the 
eighteenth, that the States of Holland continue their 
session ; and that they have approved the resolutioi 
of the States-General, to publish a second edict to 
prohibit tlie sale of com to the enemy. Many emineit 
persons in that assembly have declared, that they an 
of opinion, that all commerce whatsoever witk 
France should be wholly forbidden : which point ii 
under present deliberation : but it is feared it will 
meet with powerful opposition. 
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Qniequid agunt homines- 



noatri eH farrago UbelH. 

„„ . Joy. Sat. i. 85.M. 

Whate*er men do, or say, or think, or dreaniy 

Oar motley paper seizes for its theme. p, 

WhUe's Chocolate-house^ Jime 13. 
HAD suspended the business of duelling to a distaBk 
^e; but that I am called upon to declare myself oi 
a point proposed m tici^ ioVV^Yrva^ letter : 
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" Sir, June 9, at night. 

'* I desire the favour of you to decide this ques- 
tion, whether calling a gentleman a Smart Fellow is 
an affront or not? A youth entering a certain 
coffee-house, with his cane tied to his button, wear- 
ing red-heleed shoes, I thought of your description, 
and could not forbear telling a friend of mine next 
to me, ** There enters a Smart Fellow." The gen- 
tleman hearing it, had immediately a mind to pick a 
quarrel with me, and desired satisfaction ; at which 
I was more puzzled than at the other; remembering 
what niention your familiar makes of those that had 
lost their lives on such occasions. The thing is re- 
ferred to your judgment ; and I expect you to be 
my second, since you have been the cause of our 
quarrel. I am Sir, your friend and humble servant." 

I absolutely pronounce, that there is no occasion 
of offence given in this expression ; for a " Smart 
Fellow^' is always an appellation of praise, and is a 
man of double capacity. The true cast or mould, 
which you may be sure to know him by, is, when his 
livelihood or education is in the civil list, and you 
see him express a vivacity or mettle above the way 
he is in, by a little jerk in his motion, short trip in 
his steps, well-fancied lining of his coat, or any 
other indications which may be given in a vigorous 
dress. Now, what possible insinuation can there 
be, that it is a cause of quarrel for a man to say, he 
allows a gentleman really to be what his tailor, his 
hosier, and his milliner have conspired to make 
him ? I confess, if this person who appeals to me 
had said, he was '^ not a Smart Fellow," there had 
been cause for resentment; but if he stands to it 
that he is one, he leaves no manner of ground for 
misunderstanding. Indeed it is a most lamentable 
thing, that there should be a dispute raised upon a 
man's saying another is what he plainly takes pv> 
to be thought. 
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But this point cannot be so well adjusted, as by 
inquiring what are the sentiments of wise nations 
and communities on the use of the sword, and 
from thence conclude whether it is honourable to 
draw it so frequently or not ? An illustrious commoB- 
wealth of Italy* has preserved itself for many ages, 
without letting one of their subjects handle this de- 
structive instrument : always leaving that work to 
such of mankind as understand the use of a whole 
skin so little, as to make a profession of exposing it 
to cuts and scars. 

But what need we run to such foreign instances! 
Our own antient and well-governed cities are conspi- 
cuous examples to all mankind in their reg^latioi 
of military atchievements. The chief citizens, like 
the noble Italians, hire mercenaries to carry ami 
in their stead; and you shall have a fellow of a 
desperate fortune, for the gain of one half crowi, 
go through all the dangers of TothilU Fields, or the 
Artillery-ground, clap his right jaw within two 
inches of the touch-hole of a musquet, lire it off 
and huzza, with as little concern as he tears t 
puUet.f Thus you see to what scorn of danger 
these mercenaries arrive, out of a mere love of sordid 
gain: but methinks it should take off the strong 
prepossession men have in favour of bold actions, 
when they see upon what low motives men aspire to 
them. Do but observe the conmion practice in the 
goremment of those heroic bodies, our militia and 
'^utenancies, the most antient corps of soldiers, 

nhaps, in the universe ; I question, whether there 
one instance of an animosity between any two of 

lese illustrious sons of Mars since their institutioB, 

hich was decided by combat? Irememher, indeed, 

* Venice, which declined engaging in the war of the Onad 
Alliance in 1702. 

i- The l^tate and discipline of the city tndn-bandb at thb 
' time was \ery jwatl)/ a aVaii\SAw\|^ axsW^^cXoiC tUiicule to the witi. 
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to have read the chronicle of an accident which had 
like to have occasioned bloodshed in the yery field, 
before all the general officers, though most of them 
were justices of the peace. Captain Crabtree, of 
Sirchin-lane, haberdasher, had drawn a bill upon 
major-general Maggot, cheesemonger, in Thames- 
street. Crabtree draws this upon Mr. William Mag- 
got and Company. A country lad received this 
bill, and not understanding the word company, used 
in drawing bills on men in partnership, carried it 
to Mr. Jeffirey Stitch of Crooked-lane (lieutenant of 
the major-generars company), whom he had the 
day before seen march by the door in all the pomp 
of his commission. The lieutenant accepts it, for 
the honour of his company, since it had come to 
him: but repayment being asked from the major- 
general, he absolutely refuses. Upon this, the lieu- 
tenant thinks of nothing less than to bring this to a 
rupture, and takes for his second Tobias Armstrong, 
of the Counter,* and sends him with a challenge 
in a scrip of parchment, wherein was written. Stitch 
contra Maggot ; and all the fury vanished in a mo- 
ment. The major-general gives satisfaction to the 
second, and all was well. 

Hence it is, that the bold spirits of our city are 
kept in such subjection to the civil power. Other- 
wise, where would our liberties soon be, if wealth 
and valour were suffered to exert themselves with 
their utmost force? If such officers as are employed 
in the terrible bands above-mentioned were to draw 
I bills as well as swords, these dangerous Captains, 
^ who could victual an army as well as lead it, would 
} be too powerful for the State ; but the point of honour 
i justly gives way to that of gain ; and, by long and 
i wise regulation, the richest is the bravest man. I 
have known a Captain rise to a Colonel in two days 

• A bum-bailiff. 
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by the fall of stocks ; and a Major, my good friend, 
near the Monument, ascended to that honour by die 
fall of the price of spirits, and the rising of right 
Nantz. By this true sense of honour, that body of 
warriors are ever in good order and discipline, wiA 
their colours and coats all whole : as in other bat- 
talions (where their principles of action are less so- 
lid) you see the men of service look like spectresi 
with long sides and lank cheeks. In this army yoi 
may measure a man's service by his waist, and the 
most prominent belly is certainly the man who hts 
been most upon action. Besides all this, there is 
another excellent remark to be made in the discipIiM 
of these troops. It being of absolute necessity, that 
the people of England should see what they hire 
for their money, and be eye-witnesses of the advan- 
tages they gam by it, all battles which are foogbt 
abroad are represented here. But, since one me 
must be beaten, and the other conquer, ^vhich might 
create disputes, the eldest company is always to 
make the other run, and the younger retreats, ac- 
cording to the last news and best intelligence. I 
have myself seen Prince Eugene make Catinat ty 
from the backside of Gray's- Inn-lane to Hockley b 
the Hole, and not give over the pursuit until oblig^ 
to leave the Bear-garden on the right, to avoid b«ag 
borne down by fencers, wild-bulls, and monsters, too 
terrible for the encounter of any heroes, but sock 
vliose lives are their livelihood. 
We have here seen that wise nations do not adnit 
fighting, even in the defence of their country, af 
laudable action ; and they live within the walls J 
r own city in great honour and reputation withoat 
It would be very necessary to understand, by 
aat force of the climate, food, education, or em- 
|)loyment, one man's sense is brought to diflRBr so eo- 
sentially from lYial oi aivother ; that one is ridiculotf 
•ind contemptWAe^oT W)ft«i^Tv\i%^^YW|^^hich make* 
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for his safety; and another applauded for consulting 
his ruin and destruction. 

It will therefore be necessary for us (to show our 
travelling) to examine this subject fully; and tell you 
how it comes to pass, that a man of honour in Spain, 
though you offend him never so gallantly, stabs you 
basely ; in England, though you offend him ever so 
basely, challenges fairly : the former kills you out of 
revenge, the latter out of good-breeding. But to 
probe the heart of man in this particular to its utmost 
thoughts and recesses, I must wait for the return of 
Pacolet, who is now attending a gentleman lately in 
a duel, and sometimes visits the person by whose 
hands he received his wounds. 

St, James's Coffee-house, June 13. 

Letters firom Vienna of the eighth instant say, 
there has been a journal of the marches and actfons 
of the King of Sweden, from the beginning of Ja- 
nuary to the eleventh of April, N. S. communicated 
by the Swedish Ministers to that Court. These ad- 
vices inform, that his Swedish Majesty entered the 
territories of Muscovy in February last, with the 
main body of his army, in order to oblige the enemy 
to a general engagement; but that, the Muscovites 
declining a battle, and an universal thaw having ren- 
dered the rivers unpassable, the King returned into 
Ukrania. There are mentioned several rencounters 
between considerable detachments of the Swedish 
and Russian armies. Marshal Heister intended to 
take his leave of the Court on the day after the date 
of these letters, andjput himself at the head of the 
army in Hungary> The malcontents had attempted 
to tend in a supply of provision into Newhausel; but 
their design was diBam>ointed by the Germans. 

Advices from Berhn of the fifteenth instant, N. S. 
Bay, that his Danish Majesty having received an inr 
vitatioD from the King of JPraBmL\o«XLVitarr« 
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designed to come to Potsdam within a few days, and 
that King Augustus resolved to accompany him 
thither. To avoid all difficulties in ceremony, the 
three Kings, and all the company who shall have 
the honour to sit with them at table, are to draw lots, 
and take precedence accordingly. 

They write from Hamburgh of the eighteenth in- 
stant, N.S. that some particular letters from Dautzick 
speak of a late action between the Swedes and Mus- 
covites near Jerislaw; but that engagement being 
mentioned from no other place, there is not much 
credit given to this intelligence. 

We hear from Brussels by letters dated the twen- 
tieth, that on the fourteenth, in the evening, the Duke 
of Marlborough and Prince Eugene arrived at Cour- 
tray, with a design to proceed the day following to 
Lisle, in the neighbourhood of which city the confe- 
derate army was to rendezvous the same day. Ad- 
vices from Paris inform us, that the Marshal de 
Bezons is appointed to command in Dauphine, aad 
that the Duke of Berwick is set out for Spain, with 
a design to follow the fortunes of the Duke of Anjou, 
in case the French King should comply with the late 
demands of the allies. 

The Court of France has sent a circular letter to 
all the governors of the provinces, to recommend to 
their consideration his Majesty's late conduct in the 
affair of peace. It is thought fit, in that epistle, to 

'odeacend to a certain appeal to the people, whe- 
w it is consistent with the dignity of the Crown, 
the French name, to submit to the preliminaries 
ikanded by the confederates ? That letter dwelk 

on the unreasonableness of the allies, in requiriif 

B Majesty's assistance in dethroning his g^randsoi-; 

^d treats this particular in language more suitable 

to it, as it is a topic of oratory, thsm a real circum-' 

stance, on winch the interests of nations, and reasow 

of State which aSecl ^^\no\^^ %x^ ^^»^e«nied. 
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The close of this memorial seems to prepare the 
people to expect all events, attributuig the confidence 
of die enemy to the goodness of their ^troops ; but 
acknowleding that his sole dependence is upon the 
intervention of Providence. 
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Quiequid agunt hmnnea 

nostri est farrago libeUi. 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

Whites Chocolate-house^ June 14. 

Having a very solid respect for human nature, 
however it is distorted from its natural make by af- 
fectation, humour, custom, misfortune, or vice, I do 
apply myself to my fiiends, to help me in raising 
arguments for preserving it, in all its individuals, as 
long as it is permitted. To one of my letters on this 
subject I have received the following answer : 

" Sir, 

'* In answer to your question. Why men of sense, 
virtue, and experience, are seen still to comply with 
that ridiculous custom of duelling? I must desire 
you to relSect, that custom has dished up in rulBfs the 
wisest heads of our ancestors, and put the best of 
the present age into huge falbala periwigs. Men o£ 
sense would not impose such incumbrances on them- 
selves, but be glad they might show their faces de- 
cently in public upon easier termSp If then sw 
men appear reasonably slaves to the fashion, io ^ 
regards the figure of dieir peiaoii«>.'^%^ 

T 3 
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the publishing of Don Quixote, and extinction of 
the race of dragons, which Seutonius says happened 
in that of Wanfiey,* the gallant and heroic spirits of 
these latter times have been under the necessity of 
creating new chimerical monsters to entertain thim- 
selves with, by way of single combat, as the only 

f>roofs they are able to give their own sex, and the 
adies, that they are in all points men of nice honour. 
But, to do justice to the antient and real monsters, 
I must observe, that they never molested those who 
were not of a humour to hunt for them in woods and 
deserts; whereas, on the contrary, our modem mon- 
sters are so familiarly admitted and entertained in 
all the courts and cities of Europe (except France), 
that one can scarcely be in the most humanized so- 
ciety without risking one's life ; the people of the 
best sort, and the fine gentlemen of the age, being so 
fond of them, that they seldom appear in any public 
place without one. I have some further considera- 
tions upon this subject, which, as you encourage 
me, shall be communicated to you by, Sir, a cousin 
but one remove from the best family of the Staffs ; 
namely. Sir, your humble servant, kinsman, and 
friend, " Tim Switch.'' 

It is certain that Mr. Switch has hit upon the 
true source of this evil ; and that it proceeds only 
from the force of custom, that we contradict our- 
selves in half the particulars and occurrences of life. 
But such a tyranny in love, which the fair impose 
ut>on us, is a little too severe ; that we must demon- 
strate our affection for them by no certain proof but 
hatred to one another, or come at them (only as one 
does at an estate) by survivorship. This way of ao- 
plication to gain a lady's heart is taking her, as we do 

* In hmnourous writings one may be led to learch ' 
quotations no where to be found in the authors refen^ 
appears from this passasTf"* 
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Kion. What he says^ instead of arising firom 
casion, has an occasion invented to bring it ia 
he is new for no other reason » but thai he ti 
nobody else : but has taken up a method for 1 
without commerce of dialogue with other 
The lively Jasper Dactyle is one of this ch 
He seems to have made a vow to be witt 
life's end. When you meet him, "What 
think/' says he, ^* I have been entertaiiun§ 
with?" Then out comes a premeditated ti 
which it is to no purpose to answer, for he gc 
the same strain of thought he designed withe 
speaking. Therefore I have a general anew) 
he can say ; as, '^ Sure there never was any i 
had so much fire !" Spondee, who is a critic 
dom out of this fire man's company. They 
manner of affection for each other, but keepi 
like Novel and Oldfox in the Plain Dealer, 
they show each other. I know several men < 
who can be diverted with this couple ; but ] 
curiosity in the thing ; except it be,, that Spc 
dull, and seems dull ; but bactyle is heavy 
brisk face. It must be owned also, that '. 
has almost vigour enough to be a coxcon 
Spondee, by the lowness of his constitution, 
a blockhead. 

St. Jameses Coffee-houte, June 16. 

We have no particulars of moment since o 
except it be, that the copy of the following 
letter came by the way of Ostend. It is said 
been found in the closet of Monsieur Chai 
the late secretary of state of France, since 
grace. It was signed by two brothers of the 
Cavallier*, who led the Cevennois, and hm 

• James Cayallier was the celebrated leader of th< 
ProtestantB in the Cevexmes, when they o^KHMd the 
of Lewis XIV. 
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sonal interview with the king, as well as a capitula- 
tion to lay down his arms, and leave the dominions 
of France. There are many other names to it; 
among whom is the chief of the family of the mar- 
ouis G-uiscard. It is not yet known whether M on- 
isieur Chsunillard had any real design to favour the 
Protestant interest, or only thought to place himself 
at the head of the people, to make him considerable 
enough to oppose his enemies at court, and reinstate 
himself in power there. 

<* Sir, 

** We have read your Majesty's letter to the go- 
vernors of your provinces, with instructions what 
sentiments to insinuate into the minds of your peo- 
ple : but as you have always acted upon the maxim, 
that we were made for you, and not you for us, we 
must take leave to assure your Majesty, that we are 
exactly of the contrary opinion ; and must desire 
you to send for your srandson home, and acquaint 
him, that you now know, by experience, absolute 
power is only a vertigo in the brain of princes, which 
for a time may quicken their motion, and double in 
their diseased sight the instances of power above 
them ; but must end at last in their fall and destruc- 
tion. Your memorial speaks you a good father of 
your family, but a very ill one of your people. Your 
Majesty is reduced to hear truth, when you are 
obligea to speak it. There is no governing any but 
savages by other methods than their own consent ; 
•which you seem to acknowledge, in appealing to us 
for our opinion of your conduct in treating of peace. 
Had your people been always of your council, the 
king of France had never been reduced so low as to 
acknowledge his arms were fallen into contempt. 
But since it is thus, we must ask, how is any man of 
f ranee, but they of the house of Bourbon, the bett 
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• 

that Philip is king of Spain? We have outgrown 
that tolly, of placing our happiness in your Majesty*! 
hoing called. The Great. Therefore you and we are 
all alike bankrupts, and undone; let us not deceire 
ourselves, but compound with our adyersarieSy and 
not talk like their equals. Your Majesty must iw- 
gi\ o us, that we cannot wish you success, or lend 
you help ; for, if you lose one battle more, we may 
have a hand in the peace you make; and doubt not 
hut your Majesty *s faith in treaties will require the 
latiiication of the States of your kingdom. So we 
l)id you heartily farewell, until we have the honoor 
to meet you assembled in parliament. This happy 
expectation makes us wilting to wait the eyentn 
another campaign ; from whence we hope to he raised 
from the misery of slaves, to the priyiieges of sub- 
jects. We are your Majesty's truly faithful mi 
loyal subjects, &c. 
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Quicquid aguJit homines 

nostri est farrago libelU. 

Juv. Sftt. i. 86, 81. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

From my own Apartment, June 16. 

^HB yigilance, the anxiety, the tenderness » which I 

▼e' for the good people of England, I am persni- 

. will in time be much commended; but 1 donbt 

her they will be eyer rewarded. Howeyer, I 

go on cheerfully in niy work of refonnatioi: 

eing my great design, 1 am studious to preyeal 

hour's increasing upon me; therefore am parti- 

ly observant oi xVi^ V^m^er and inclinatioiis d 
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childhood and youth, that we may not giye yice and 
folly supplies from the growing generation. It is 
hardly to he imagined how useful this study is, and 
what great evils or benefit arise from putting us in 
our tender years to what we are fit or unfit ; there- 
fore on Tuesday last (with a design to sound their 
inclinations) I to6k three lads, who are under my 
guardianship, a-rambling, in a hackney-coach, to 
show them the town; as the lions, the tombs. Bed- 
lam, and the other places which are entertainments 
to raw minds, because they strike forcibly on the 
fancy. The boys are brothers, one of sixteen, the 
other of fourteen, the other of twelve. The first was 
his father's darling, the second his mother's, and the 
third mine, who am their uncle. Mr. William is a 
lad of true genius ; but, being at the upper end of a 
great school, and having all the boys below him, his 
arrogance is insupportable. If I begin to show a 
little of my Latin, he immediately interrupts : *^ Uncle, 
under favour, that which you say is not understood 
in that manner." '^ Brother," says my boy Jack, 
** you do not show your manners much in contradict- 
ing my uncle Isaac!" "You queer cur," says Mr. 
William, " do you think my uncle takes any notice 
of such a dull rogue as you are?" Mr. William goes 
on, " He b most stupid of all my mother's children : 
he knows nothing of his book : when he should mind 
that, he is hiding or hoarding his taws and marbles, 
or laying up fartibings. His way of thinking is, four 
and twenty feurthings make six-pence, and two six- 
pences a shilling; two shillings and sixpence half a 
crown, and two half crowns five shillings. So with- 
in these two months the close hunks has scraped up 
twenty shillings, and we will make him spend it au 
before he comes home." Jack immediately claps 
his hands in both pockets, and turns as pale ^ 
ashes, lliere is nouiing touches a parent (av ' 
I am to Jack) so nearly as proyidsat ^^'oAniRl 

YOt u u 
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lad has in him the true temper for a good hosbaid, 
a kind father, and an honest executor. All the 
great people, you see make considerable fig^ures ok 
&e exchange, in court, and sometimes in senates, 
are such as in reality have no greater faculty iSbuL 
what may be called human instinct, which is a nati- 
ral tendency to their own preservation, and that of 
their friends, without being capable of striking ont of 
the road for adventures. There is Sir William Sci^ 
was of this sort of capacity from his childhood; he 
has bought the country round him, and makes B.hu- 
gain better than Sir Harry Wildfire, with all his wit 
and humour. Sir Harry never wants money but be 
comes to Scrip, laughs at him half an hour » and thei 
gives bond for the other thousand. The close mei 
are incapable of placing merit any where but in thek 
pence, and therefore gain it: whUe others, who have 
larger capacity, are diverted from the pursuit by ea- 
joyments which can be supported only by that cash 
which they despise ; and therefore are m the end 
slaves to their inferiors, both in fortune and under- 
standing. I once heard a man of excellent sense ob- 
serve, that more affairs in the world failed by beiag 
in the hands of men of too large capacities for their 
business, than by being in the conduct of such ii 
wanted abilities to execute them. Jack ther^foiei 
.being of a plodding make, shall be a citizen : and I 
design him to be the refuge of the fandly in their dii- 
tresBj as well as their jest in prosperity. Hia bra- 
*3$«c Will shall go to Oxford with all speed ; wh«ei 
he does not arrive at being a man of sense, he wil 
HW be informed wherein he is a coxcomb. Then 
in that place such a true spirit of railleiy ail 
lonr, that if they cannot make you a wise wuBt 
f. will certainly let you know you are a foo!; 
ch is all my cousin wants, to cease to be aa 
IS haying taken tW^e two out of the way, I havf 
lure to look ^t my \)b[vt:^ \%4« \ ^^M«rf e in As 
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young rogue a natural subtlety of mind, which dis- 
covers itself rather in forbearing to declare his thoughts 
on any occasion, than in any visible way of exerting 
himself in discourse. For which reason I will place 
him where, if he commits no faults, he may go far- 
ther than those in other stations, though they excel 
in virtues. The boy is well-fashioned, and will easily 
fall into a graceful manner; wherefore, I have a 
design to make him a page to a great lady of my 
acquaintance; by which means he will be well skil- 
led in the common modes of life ; and make a greater 
progress in tiie world by that knowledge, than with 
the greatest qualities without it. A good mien 
in a court, will carry a man greater lengths than a 
good understanding in any o^er place. We see a 
world of pains taken, and the best years of life spent, 
in collecting a set of thoughts in a college for the 
conduct of life ; and, after all, the man so qualified 
shall hesitate in his speech to a good suit of cloaths, 
and want common sense before an agreeable woman. 
Hence it is, that wisdom, valour, justjce, and learn- 
ing cannot keep a man in countenance that is pos- 
sessed with these excellences, if he wants that in- 
ferior art of life and behaviour, called good-breeding. 
A man endowed with great perfections, without this, 
is like one who has his pockets full of gold, but al- 
ways wants change for his ordinary occasions. 

Will Courtly is a living instance of this truth, and 
has had the same education which I am giving my 
nephew. He never spoke a thing but what was 
said before, and yet can converse with the wittiest 
men without being ridiculous. Among the learned, 
he does not appear ignorant, nor with the wise, in- 
discreet. Living in conversation from his infancy, 
makes him nowhere at a loss ; and a long familiarity 
with the persons of men is, in a manner, of the same 
service to him, as if he knew their arts. As ceremoiE^ 
is the invention of wise men^Xo Vecs<^ W^% ^^ ^ 
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tance"; so good-breeding is an expedient to nuke 
fools and wise men equals. 

Wiirs Cofee-kauMe, Jtme 17. 

The suspension of the playhouse has made me 
have nothing to send you from hence ; but» calling 
here this evening, I found the party I usually sit 
with, upon the business of writing, and examininf 
what was the handsomest style in which to addresi 
women , and to write letters of gallantry. Many were 
the opinions which were immediately declared oi 
this subject. Some were for a certain softness; 
something inexpressibly tender. When it came to 
me, I said there was no rule in the worid to be made 
for writing letters, but that of being as near whit 
you would speak face to face, as you can ; which ii fo 
great a truth, that I am of opinion, writing has loit 
more mistresses than any one mistake in the whob 
legend of loye. For, when you write to a lady for 
whom you have a solid and honourable passion, die 
gi*eat idea you have of her, joined to a quick sense 
of her absence, fills your mind with a sort of ten- 
derness, that gives your language too much the air 
of complaint, which is seldom successful. Fori 
man may flatter himself as he pleases ; but he wiH 
find that the women have more understanding ii 
their own afiairs than we have ; and women of spiiit 
are not to be won by mourners. He that can keep 
handsomely within rules, and support the carriaie 
of a companion to his mistress, is much more likek 
to prevail, than he who lets her see that the whole reli^ 
of his life depends upon her. If possible, therefore, 
divert your mistress, rather than sigh for her. The 
pleasant man she will desire for her own sake; bat 
the languishing lover has nothing to hope for, bat 
her pity. To show the difference, I produce two 
letters a lady gave me, which had been writ by tao 
S^ntlemenwho pTeXen^^^VolAi^ but were both killed 
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the next day after the date^ at the battle of Almanza. 
One of them was a mercurial, gay-humoured man ; 
the other, a man of a serious, but a great and gallant 
spirit. Poor Jack Careless ! this is his letter : you 
see how it is folded : the air of it is so negligent, 
one might have read half of it by peeping into it, 
without breaking it open« He had no exactness. 

'' Madam, 

'' It is a very pleasant circumstance I am in, that 
while I should be thinking of the good company we 
are to meet with in a day or two, where we shall go 
to loggerheads, my thoughts are running upon a fair 
enemy in ffngland. I was in hopes I had left you 
there ; but you follow the camp, though I have en- 
deavoured to make some of our leaguer ladies* drive 
you out of the field. All my comfort is, you are 
more troublesome to my colonel than myself: I per- 
mit you to visit me only now and then ; but he down- 
right keeps you. I laugh at his honour, as far as 
hi! graviV will allow 1: but 1 know him to be a 
man of too much merit to succeed with a woman. 
Therefore defend your heart as well as you can : I 
shall come home tnis winter irresistibly dressed, and 
with quite a new foreign air. And so I had like to 
say, I rest; but, alas! I remain, madam, your most 
obedient, most humble servant, 

"John Careless." 

Now for Colonel Constant's epistle ; you see it is 
folded and directed with the utmost care : 

" Madam, 

" I do myself the honour to write to you this even- 
ing, because I believe to-morrow will be the day of 
battle'; and something forbodes in my breast that I 
shall fall in it. If it prove so, I hope you will hear 

* Women who accompany the army. 

u3 
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desiring their assistance, a very hopeful good gei-^ 
tleman, my relation, ivho is to be called to the bar 
within a year and a half at fisurthesty told me, ^tkat 
he had ever since I first mentioned duelling turned 
his head that way; and that he was prine^ally 
moved thereto, because he designed to follow the 
circuits in the north of England and south of Scot- 
land, and to reside mostly at his own estate at 
Landbadernawz^ in Cardiganshire. The northen 
Britons and the southern Scots are a warm people, 
and the Welsh *' a nation of gentlemen ;" so that 
it behoved him to understand well the science of 
quarrelling. The young gentleman proceeded ad- 
mirably well, and gave the board an account that 
he had read '* Fitzherbert'sf Grand Abridgement," 
and had found that duelling is a very autient part of 
the law ; for when a man is sued, be it for his UCb 
or his land, the person that joins the issue, whe- 
ther plaintiff or defendant, may put the trial up(m 
the duel. Further, he argued, under favour of die 
Court, that when the issue is joined by the duel, ia 
treason, or other capital crimes, the party accused and 
the accuser must nght in their own proper persons : 
but if the dispute be for lands, you may hire a 
champion at Hockley in the Hole, or any where 
else. This part of the law we had from the Faxons; 
and they had it, as also the trial by ordeal, from 
the Laplanders. It is indeed agreed, said he, the 
southern and eastern nations never knew any thine 
of it ; for though the antient Romans would scold 
and call names filthily, yet there is not an example 
of a challenge that ever passed among them. 

His quoting the eastern nations put another gen- 
tleman in mind of an account he had from a boat- 

* There is no such place. It is probable LkLfUnidMrm Vmrnr 
in Cardiganshire is intended. 

f A book published under this title in 1516, by Anthoy 
Fitzherbert, one of the ^ud^^es Vxv \)^« v^s^^ of Henry Vni. 
This author died in 15^^ 
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swain of an East-Indiaman ; which was, that a 
Chinese had tricked and bubbled him, and that when 
he came to demand satisfaction the next morning, 
and like a true tar of honour called him a son of 
a whore, liar, dog, and other rough appellatives, 
used by persons conversant with winds and waves, 
the Chinese, with great tranquillity, desired him 
'^ not to come abroad fasting, nor put himself into 
a heat, for it would prejudice his health." Thus the 
East knows nothing of this gallantry. 

There sat at the left of the table a person of ve- 
nerable aspect, who asserted, that '< half the im- 
positions which are put upon these ages have been 
transmitted by writers who have given too great 
pomp and magnificence to the exploits of the antient 
bear-garden, and made their gladiators, by fabulous 
tradition, greater than Gorman* and others of Great 
Britain." He informed the company that '' he had 
searched authorities for what he said, and that a 
learned antiquary, Humphrey Scarecrow, Esquire, 
of Hockley in the Hole, recorder to the bear-garden, 
was then writing a discourse on the subject. It ap- 
pears by the best accounts," says this gentleman, 
*' that the high names which are used among us with 
so great veneration, were no other than stage-fighters, 
and worthies of the antient bear-garden. The re- 
nowned Hercules^always carried a quarter-staff, and 
was from thence called Claviger*. A learned chro- 
nologist is about proving what wood this staff was 
made of; whether oak, ash, or crab-tree. The first 
trial of skill he ever performed was with one Cacus,. 
a deer-stealer ; the next was with Typhonus, a giant 
of forty feet, four inches. Indeed it was unhappily 
recorded, that meeting at last with a sailor's wife, 

* Gorman ig mentioned in the epilogue to Lansdowne'a 
'< Jew of Venice," and is there explained to have been a 
prize-fighter. 

• « Club-beaxex." 
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she made his staff of prowess serve her own une^ ' 
and dwindle away to a distaff: she clapped him on 
an old tar jacket of her husband; so that this great 
hero drooped like a scabbed sheep. Hinoi his con- 
temporary Theseus succeeded in the bear-garden, 
which honour he held for many years. This grand 
duellist went to Hell, and was the only one of that 
sort that ever came back again. As for Achilles 
and Hector (as the ballads of those times mention), 
they were pretty smart fellows : they fought at swoid 
and buckler ; but the former had much the better d 
it ; his mother, who was an oyster-woman, having 
got a blacksmith of Lemnos to make her son's wear 
pons. There is a pair of trusty Trojans in a song of 
Virgil, tliat were famous for handling their gauntlets, 
Dares and Entellus; and indeed it does appear, 
they fought no sham-prize." 

The Roman bear-garden was abundantly more 
magiiiiicent than any thing Greece could boast of; 
it flourished most under those delights of mankind, 
Nero and Domitian. At one time it is recorded, 
four hundred senators entered the list, and thonglift 
it an honour to be cudgelled and quarterstaffed. I ob- 
serve the Lanistse were the people chiefly employed; 
which makes me imagine our Bear-gwlen copied 
much after this, the butchers being the greatest 
men in it. 

Thus far the glory and honour of the bear-gardei 
stood secure ; until fate, that irresistible ruler of 
sublunary things, in that universal ruin of arts, and 
politer learning, by those savage people, the Gotha 
and Vandals, destroyed and levelled it to the ground. 
Then fell the grandeur and bravery of the Koman 
state ; until at last the warlike genius (but accuMKr 
panied with more courtesy) revived in the Christian 
world under those puissant champions. Saint George, 
Saint Dennis, and otbev dignified heroes : one kilbd 
his dragon, anothet\!asVkow,«sv^^«t^^^JGterwards 
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canonized for it, having red letters* before them to 
illustrate their martial temper. The Spanish nation, 
it must be owned, were devoted to gallantry and 
chivalry above the rest of the world. What a great 
figure does that great name, Don Quixote, make in 
history ! How shines this glorious star in the western 
world ! O renowned hero ! O mirror of knighthood ! 

Thy brandishM whinyard all the world defies. 
And kills as sure as Del Toboso's eyes. 

I am forced to break off abruptly; being sent for 

in haste with my rule, to measure the degree of an 

.afl&ont, before the two gentlemen (who are now in 

their breeches and pumps, ready to engage behind 

Montague-house) have made a pass. 

Frwn, my own Apartment, June 18. 

It is an unreasonable objection, I find, against 
my labours, that my stock is not ail my own, and, 
therefore, the kind of reception I have met with, is 
not so deserved as it ought to be. But I hope, 
though it be never so true that I am obliged to my 
friends for laying their cash in my hands ; since I 
grive it them again when they please, and leave them 
at their liberty to call it home, it will hot hurt me 
with my gentle readers. ' Ask all the merchants 
who act upon consignments, where is the necessity 
(if they answer readily what their correspondents 
draw) of their being wealthy themselves ? Ask the 
greatest bankers, if all the men they deal with were 
to draw at once, what would be the consequence ? 
But indeed a country friend has writ me a letter 
which gives me a great mortification; wherein I 
find I am so far from expecting a supply from thence, 
that some have not heard of me, and the rest do not 
understand jne : his epistle is as follows : 

* An aUnskm to the rtt^VlM in the Bom%ikm«w2A* 
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Qme^pdd aguni Aomsties— 

nostti eat farrago libelli. 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

Whitens Chocoktte-kouse, May 22. 

An answer to the following letter being absolutely 
necessary to be dispatched with all expedition, I 
must trespass upon all that come with hoary ques- 
tions into my anti-chamber, to give the gentleman 
my opinion. 

To Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire. 

Sir, June 18, 1709. 

** I know not whether you ought to pity or laugh 
at me ; for I am fallen desperately in love with a 
professed Platonne, the most unaccountable creature 
of her sex. To hear her talk seraphics, and run 
over Norris, and More, and Milton, and the whole 
set of intellectual triflers, torments me heartily ; 
for, to a lover who understands metaphors, all this 
pretty prattle of ideas gives very fine views of plea- 
sure, which only the dear declaimer prevents, by 
understanding them literally : why should she wish 
to be a cherubim, when it is flesh and blood that 
makes her adorable ? If I speak to her, that is a 
high breach of the idea of intuition; if I offer at 
her hand or lip, she shrinks from the touch like a 
sensitive plant, and would contract herself into 
mere spirit. She calls her chariot, vehicle; her 
furbelowed scarf, pinions; her blue manteau and 
petticoat is her azure dress ; and her footman go^^ 
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by the name of Oberon. It is my misfortdne to be 
six feet and a half high, two full spans between tiie 
shoulders, thirteen inches diameter in the calyes; 
and, before I was in love, I had a noble stomach, 
and usually went to bed sober with two bottles. I 
am not quite six and twenty, and my nose is mariced 
truly aquiline. For these reasons, I am in a yeiy 

Particular manner her aversion. What shall I do? 
mpudence itself cannot reclaim her. If I write 
miserably, she reckons me among the children of 
perdition, and discards me her region : if I assume 
the gross and substantial, she plays the real ghost 
with me, and vanishes in a moment. I had hopes 
in the hypocrisy of her sex; but perseverance makes 
it as bad as iBxed aversion. I desire your opinion, 
whether I may not lawfully play the inquisition 
upon her, make use of a little force, and put her 
to the rack and the torture, only to convince her, 
she has re^ly iBne limbs, without spoiling or distort- 
ing them. I expect your directions, before I pro- 
ceed to dwindle and fall away with despair ; wtdch 
at present I do not think adviseable; because, if she 
should recant, she may then hate me, perhaps, in the 
other extreme, for my temerity. I am, (with impa- 
tience) your most humble servant, 

Charles Sturdt.*^ 

My patient has put his case with very madi 
warmth, and represented it in so lively a maimar, 
that I see both lus torment and tormentor with great 
perspicuity. This order of Platonic ladies are to 
be dealt within a manner peculiar from all the rest of 
the sex. Flattery is the general Ivay, and the way 
in this case; but it is not to be done grossly. Every 
man that has wit, and humour, and raiUeryy can 
make a good flatterer for woman in general ; but a 
Piatonne is not to be lo\ic\ve^ mth panegyric ; she 
will tell you, it is a aeuaxwXxX:^ m^deii^^XA^-de* 
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lighted that way. You are not therefore to com- 
mend, but silently consent to all she does and says. 
You are to consider, liiat in her the scorn of you is 
not humour, but opinion. 

There were, some years since, a set of these 
ladies who were of quality, and gave out, that vir- 
ginity was to be their state of life during this mortal 
condition, and therefore resolved to join their for- 
tunes, and erect a nunnery. The place of residence 
was pitched upon; and a pretty situation, full of 
natural falls and risings of waters, with shady co- 
verts, and flowery arbours, was approved by seven 
of the founders. There were as many of our sex 
who took the liberty to visit their mansions of in- 
tended severity ; among others,* a famous rake of 
that time, who had the grave way to an excellence. 
He came in first ; but, upon seeing a servant coming 
towards him with a design to tell him this was no 
place for him or his companions, up goes my grave 
impudence to the maid ; ** Young women," said he, 
^^ if any of the ladies are in the way on this side of 
the house, pray carry us on the other side towards 
the gardens : we are, you must know, gentlemen 
that are travelling England ; after which we shall go 
into foreign parts, where some of us have already 
been." Here he bows in the most humble manner, 
and kissed the girl, who knew not how to behave to 
such a sort of carriage. He goes on : " Now you 
must know we have an ambition to have it to say, 
that we have a Protestant nunnery in England : but 
pray, Mrs. Betty"——** Sir," she replied, " my name 
IS Susan, at your service." " Then I heartily beg 
your pardon" — ** No offence in the least," said she, 
" for 1 have a cousin-german, whose name is Betty." 
"Indeed," said he, "I protest to you, that was 
more than I knew ; I spoke at random : but since it 

♦ It is said, that Mr. Repingtciii, a Warwickshire wa^, 
was the ** famouftrake'' here aU\id<&4.\!c>. 
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of intellectual and diyine conversation, I should 
think myself extremely happy." He immediately 
fell back with the profoundest veneration ; then Bja- 
vancing, ^^ Are you, then, that admired lady ? If I 
may approach ups which have utterred things so 
sacred/* — He salutes her. His friends followed his 
example. The devoted within stood in amazement 
where this would end, to see Madonella receive 
their address and their company. But Rake goes 
on — ^' We would not transgress rules; but if we 
may take the liber^ to see that place you have 
thought fit to choose tor ever, we would go into such 
parts of the gardens, as is consistent with the seve- 
rities you have imposed on yourselves." 

To be short, Madonella permitted Rake to lead 
her into the assembly of nuns, followed by his 
friends, and each took his fair one by the hand, after 
due explanation, to walk round the gardens. The 
conversation turned upon the lilies, the flowers, the 
arbours, and the growing vegetables ; and Rake had 
the solemn impudence, when the whole company 
stood round him, to say, that '' he sincerely 
wished men might rise out of the earth like plants ; 
and that our minds were not of necessity to be 
sullied with carnivorous appetites for the generation, 
as well as support of our species*." This was spoken 
with so easy and fixed an assurance, that Mado- 
nella answered, ^* Sir, under the notion of a pious 
thought, you deceive yourself in wishing an msti- 
tution foreign, to that of Providence. These desires 
were implanted in us for reverend purposes, in pre- 
serving the race of men, and giving opportunities 
for making our chastity more heroic." The con- 
ference was continued in this celestial strain, and 
carried on so well by the managers on both sides, 
that it created a second and a third interview.; and, 

* An illasion to, or rather a quotation from Sir T. Browne's 
*» Religio Medici." 
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St. Jameses Coffee-house, June 22. 

Last night arrived two mails from Holland, which 
bring letters from the Hague of the twenty-eighth 
instant, N. S. with advice that the enemy lay en- 
camped behind a strong retrenchment, with the 
marsh of Romiers on their right and left, extending 
itself as far as Bethune : La Basse is in their front. 
Lens in their rear, and their camp is strengthened 
by another line from Lens to Doway. The Duke 
of Marlborough caused an exact observation to be 
made of their ground, and the works by which they 
were covered, which appeared so strong that it was 
not thoughtproper to attack them in Uieir present 
posture. Elowever, the Duke thought iBt to make 
feint as if he designed it: His Grace accordingly 
marched from the abbey at Looze, as did Prince 
Eugene from Lampret, and advanced with all pos-^ 
sible diligence towards the enemy. To favour the 
appearance of an intended assault, the ways were 
made, and orders distributed in such manner, that 
none in either camp could have thoughts of any 
thing but charging the enemy by break of day next 
morning : but soon after the fall of Ibe night of the 
twenty-sixth, the whole army faced towards Tour- 
nay, which place they invested early in the morning 
of the twenty-seventh. The marshal Villars was so 
confident that we designed to attack him, that he had 
drawn great part of the garrison of the place which 
18 now invested into the field : for which reason, it 
is presumed, it must submit within a small time, 
which the enemy cannot prevent, but by coming out 
of their present camp, and hazarding a general en- 
gagement. These advices add, that the garrison 
of Mons bad marched out under the command of 
marshal d'Arco ; which, with the Bavarians, Wal- 
loons, and the troops of Cologne, have joined the 
grand army of the enemy. 



in them. I did not care to give up a point ; but» now 
he is out of the way> I cannot but own I believe 
there is very much in what he asserted : but if you 
will believe your eyes, and own^ that the wickedest 
and wittiest of them all marry one day or other, 
it is impossible to believe, tlutt if a man thought 
he should be for ever incapable of being received 
by a woman of merit and honour, he would persist 
in an abandoned way; and deny himself the pos- 
sibility of enjoying the happiness of well-gbvemed 
desires, orderly satisfactions, and honourable me- 
thods of life. If our sex were wise, a lover should 
have a certificate from the last woman he served, 
how he was turned away, before he was received 
into the service of another ; but at present any vaga- 
bond is welcome, provided he promises to enter into 
our livery. It is wonderful, tiiat we will not take 
a footman without credentials from his last master : 
and in the greatest concern of life, we mak-e no 
scruple of falling into a treaty with the most no- 
torious offender in this behaviour against others. 
But this breach of commerce between the sexes pro- 
ceeds from an unaccountable prevalence of custom, 
by which a woman is to the last degree reproachable 
for being deceived, and a man suffers no loss of credit 
for being a deceiver. 

Since thb tyrant humour has gained place, why 
are we represented in the writings of men in ill figure 
for artifice in our carriage, when we have to do with 
a professed impostor ? When oaths, imprecations, 
vows, and adorations, are made use of as words of 
course, what arts are not necessary to defend us 
from such as glory in the breach of them? As for 
my part, I am resolved to hear all, and believe none 
of them; and therefore solemnly declare no vow 
shall deceive me, but that of marriage : for X am 
turned of twenty, and being of a small fortune, some 
wity and (if I can believe my lovers and my glasf ^ 
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handsome, I have heard all that can be said towards 
my undoing; and shall therefore, for warning-sake, 
give an account of the offers that have been made 
me, my manner of rejecting them, and my assistances 
to keep my resolution. ^ 

In the sixteenth year of my life, I fell into the 
acquaintance of a lady extremely well known in tUs 
town for the quick advancement of her husband, 
and the honours and distinctions which her industiy 
has procured him, and all who belong to her. This 
excellent body sat next to me fi^r some months tt 
church, and ^' took the liberty, which,'' she said, 
'* her years and the zeal she had for my welitre 
gave her claim to, to assure me, that she obsenred 
some parts of my behaviour which would lead ae 
into errors, and give encouragement to some to ei- 
tertain hopes I did not think of. What made yoa,? 
said she, '^ look through your fan at that lord, wfaei 
your eyes should have been turned upwards, or 
closed in attention upon better objects V I blu^ied 
and pretended fifty odd excuses ; — ^but confounded 
myself the more. She wanted nothing biit to see 
that confusion, and goes on ; " Nay, child, do not 
be troubled that I take notice of it ; my value (a 
you made me speak it; for though he is my kinsmti, 
I have a nearer regard to virtue than any other coi- 
sideration." She had hardly done speaking, what 
this noble lord came up to us, and led her to her 
coach. 

My head ran all that day and night on the ex- 
emplary carriage of this woman ; who could be to 
virtuously impertinent, as to admonish one she was 
hardly acquainted with. However, it struck upoi 
the vanity of a girl, that it may possibly be, hb 
thoughts might have been as favourable of me, as 
mine were amorous of him : and as unlikely tUw 
as that have happened, if he should make me tm 
wife. She never mentioned this more to im; M 
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I still in all public places stole looks at this maiif 
who easily observed my passion for him. It is so 
hard a thing to check the return of agreeable thoughts, 
tJiat he became my dream, my vision^ my fbbd, my 
wish, my torment. 

That ministress of darkness, the lady Sempronia, 
perceiyed too well the temper I was in, and would 
one day after evening service, needs take me to the 
park. When we were there, my lord passes by ; 
I flushed into a flame. '< Mrs. Distaff, said she, 
" you may very well remember the concern I was 
in upon the first notice I took of your regard to that 
lord; and forgive me, who had a tender friendship 
for your mother (now in her grave), that I am vigi- 
lant of your conduct." She went on with much se- 
verity, and, after great solicitation, prevailed on me 
to go with her into the country, and there spend the 
ensuing summer out of the way of a man she saw I 
loved, and one whom she perceived meditated my 
ruin, by frequently desiring her to introduce him to 
me : which she absolutely refused, except he would 
give his honour that he had no other design but to 
marry me. To her country-house a week or two 
after we went : there was at the further end of her 
garden a kind of wilderness, in the middle of which 
ran a soft rivulet by an arbour of jessamine. In 
this place I usually passed my retired hours, and 
read some romantic or poetical tale until the close of 
the evening. It was near that time, in the heat of 
sununer, when gentle winds, soft murmurs of water, 
and notes of nightingales, had given my mind an 
indolence, which added to that repose of soul twi- 
light and the end of a warm day naturally throw 
upon the spirits. It was at such an hour, and in 
such a state of tranquilli^ I sat, when, to my in- 
expressible amazement, I saw my lord walking to- 
wards me, whom I knew not until that moment to 
hav^ been in the country. I could observe ^ 

VOL. I. Y 



242 TATLER. N^ 38. 

approach the perplexity which attends a man big 
with design ; and I had, while he was coming for- 
ward, time to reflect that I was betrayed ; the senie 
of which gave me a resentment suitable to such t 
baseness : but, when he entered into the bower 
where I was, my heart flew towards him, and, I 
confess, a certain joy came into my mind, with u 
hope that he might then make a declaration of hoi- 
our and passion. This threw my eye upon hia 
with such tenderness as gave him power, with a 
broken accent, to begin. *' Madam — ^you will won- 
der — ^for it is certain, you must have observed— 
though I fear you will misinterpret the motiYefr— 
but by heaven and all that is sacred ! if you could' 
• — Here he made a full stand, and I recovered 
power to say, *^ The consternation I am in you wiD 
not, I hope, believe — an helpless innocent maid- 
besides that, the place." He saw me in as gieit 

confusion as himself; which attributing to the same 
causes, he had the audaciousness to throw himself 
at my feet, talk of the stillness of the evening, aid 
then ran into deifications of my person, pure flames, 
constant love, eternal raptures, and a thousand other 
phrases drawn from the images we have of heaves, 
which ill men use for the service of hell, when m 
over with uncommon vehemence. After which ke 
seized me in his arms : his design was too evideit 

In my utmost distress, I fell upon my knees 

*' My lord, pity me, on my knees on my kneei 
in the cause of virtue, as you were lately in thai of 
wickedness. Can you thmk of destroymg the la- 
bour of a whole life, the purpose of a long educa- 
tion, for the base purpose of a sudden appetite ; to 
throw one that loves you, that doats on you^ out of 
the company and the road of all that is virtnons aid 
praise-worthy? Have I taken in all the instmo- 
tions of piety, religion, and reason, for no other eadi 
but to be the sacrifice of lust, and abandoned tP 
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scorn ? Assume yourself, my lord ; and do not at- 
tempt to vitiate a temple sacred to innocence, hon- 
our, and religion. If I have injured you, stab tiiis 
bosom, and let me die, but not be ruined, by the 
hand I love." The ardency 6f my passion made me 
incapable of uttering more ; and I saw my lover 
astonished and reformed by my behaviour; when 
rushed in Sempronia. *' Ha ! faithless base man^ 
could you then steal out of town, and lurk like a 
robber about my house, for such brutish purposes !" 

My lord by this time was recovered, and fell into 
a violent laughter at the tiim which Sempronia de- 
signed to give her villany. . He bowed to me with 
the utmost respect : " Mrs. Distaff," said he, " be 
careful hereafter of your company ;" and so retired. 
The fiend Sempronia congratulated my deliverance 
with a flood of tears. 

This nobleman has since very frequently made his 
addresses to me with honour ; but I have as often 
refused them ; as well knowing that familiarity and 
marriage will make him, on some ill-natured occa- 
sion, call all I said in the arbour a theatrical action. 
Besides that, I gtory in contemning a man, who 
had thoughts to my dishonour. If this method were 
the imitation of the whole sex, innocence would be 
the only dress of beauty ; and all affectation by any 
other arts to please the eyes of men, would be ba- 
nished to the stews for ever. The conquest of 
passion gives ten times more happiness than we can 
reap from the gratification of it ; and she, that has 
got over such an one as mine, will stand among 
Beaux and Pretty Fellows, with as much safety 
as in a summer's day among grasshoppers and but- 
terflies. 

P. S. I have ten millions of things more against 
men, if ever I get the pen again. 
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laboured, since I first kept the public stage, to da 
all the good I could, and have perfected many cures 
at my own lodgings, carefully avoiding the common 
method of mountebanks, to do their most eminent 
operations in sight of the people ; but must be so 
just to my patients as to declare, they have testified 
under their hands their sense of my poor abilities, 
and the good I have done them, which I publish for 
the benefit of the world, and not out of any thoughts 
of private advantage. 

1 have cured fine Mrs. Spy of a great imperfec- 
tion in her eyes, which made her eternally rolling 
them from one coxcomb to another in public places, 
in so languij^hing a manner, that it once lessened 
her own power, and her beholders' vanity. Twenty 
drops of my ink, placed in certain letters on which 
she attentively looked for half an hour, have restored 
her to the true use of her sight, which is, to guide, 
and not mislead us. Ever since she took the liquor, 
which I call Bickerstaff's cireumspection-water, she 
looks right forward, and can bear being looked at 
for half a day without returning one glance. This 
water has a peculiar virtue in it, which makes it the 
only true cosmetic or beauty- wash in the world ; the 
nature of it is such, that if you go to a glass with a 
design to admire your face, it immediately changes 
it into downright deformity. If you consult it only 
to look with a better countenance upon your friends, 
it immediately gives an alacrity to the visage, and 
new grace to the whole person. There is indeed a 
great deal owing to the constitution of the person to 
whom it is applied ; it is in vain to give it when the 
patient is in the rage of the distemper ; a bride in 
her first month, a lady soon after her husband's being 
knighted, or any person of either sex, who has 
lately obtained any new good fortune or preferment, 
must be prepared some time before they use it. It 
has an efiect upon others, as well as the patient 

y3 
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effect of the music, and not the product of skill and 
practice. Now C^damira came on with a crowd of 
graces, and demanded my judgment with so sweet 
an air — and she had no sooner carried it, but Damia 
made her utterly forgot, by a gentle sinking, and a 
rigadoon step. The contest held a full half-hour ; 
and, I protest, I saw no manner of difference in 
their perfections, until they came up together, and 
expected sentence. '^ Look ye, ladies," said I, 
*' I see no difference in the least in your perform- 
ance ; but you, Clidamira, seem to be so well satis- 
fied that I shall determine for you, that I must give 
it to Damia, who stands with so much diffidence 
and fear, after showing an equal merit to what she 
pretends to. • Therefore, Clidamira, you are pretty ; 
but, Damia, you are a very pretty lady : for," said 
1, " beauty loses its force, if not accompanied with 
modesty. She that has an humble opinion of her- 
self, will have pvery body's applause, because she 
does not expect it; while the vain creature loses ap- 
probation through too great a sense of deserving it." 

From my own Apartment, June 27. 

Being of a very spare and heetive constitution, I 
am forced to make frequent journeys of a mile or 
two for fresh air ; and, indeed, by this last, which 
was no farther than the village of Chelsea, I am far- 
ther convinced of the necessity of travelling to know 
the world : for, as it is usual with young voyagers, 
X as soon as they land upon a shore, to begin their 
accounts of the nature oi the people, their soil, their 
government, their inclinations, and their passions ; 
so really I fancied I could give you an immediate 
description of this village, from the Five Fields where 
the robbers lie in wait, to the coffee-house where the 
Literati sit in council. A great ancestor of our's by 
the mother's side, Mr. Justice Overdo (whose his- 
tory is written by Ben Jonson), met wiib mor» 
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enormities by walking incognito than he was capa* 
ble of correcting ; and found great mortifications in 
observing also persons of eminence, whom he before 
knew nothing of. Thus it fSeired with me, even in a 
place so near the town as this. When I came into 
the coffee-house, I had not time to salute the com- 
pany, before my eyes were diverted by ten thousand 
gimcracks round the room, and on the cielin§;. 
When my first astonishment was over, there comes to 
me a sage of a thin and meagre countenance ; which 
aspect made me doubt, whether reading or frettiDg 
had made it so philosophic : but I very soon pef 
ceived him to be of that sect which die antienti 
call Gingivistae ; in our language, tooth-drawers. 
I immediately had a respect for the man ; for these 
practical philosophers go upon a yery rational hy- 
pothesis, not to cure, but to take away the part af- 
fected. My love of mankind made me yery bene- 
volent to Mr. Salter ; * for such is the name of this 
eminent barber and antiquary. Men are usually, 
but unjustly, distinguished rather by their fortunes 
than their talents ; otherwise this personage would 
make a great figure in that class of men which 
I distinguish under the title of Odd Fellows. But 
it is the misfortune of persons of great genius to 
have their faculties dissipated by attention to too 
many things at once. Mr. Salter is an instance of 
this : if he would wholly give himself up to die 
string,f instead of playing twenty beginnings to 
tunes, he might, before he dies, play Roger de 

* Mr. Salter was a noted barber, who began to make a col- 
lection of natural curiosities, which acquired hiwi the i»a«m 
(probably first given him by Steele) of Don Saltero, He for- 
merly kept a coffee-house at Chelsea, the curiosities of which 
were lately sold by auction. See Gent. Mag. vol. lixiX. 
p. 160. 

t There was no passing his house, if he was at home, intb- 
^ having one's ears grated with the sound of his fiddle^ oa 
3h he scraped most execrably. 
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Caubly quite out. I heard him go Uu-ough his 
whole round ; and indeed I think he does play tne 
** Merry Christ Church Bells" pretty justly; but he 
confessed to me, he did that rather to shew he was 
orthodox, than that he valued himself upon the 
music itself. Or, if he did proceed in his anatomy, 
why might he not hope in time to cut off legs, as 
well as teeth? The particularity of this man put 
me into a deep thought, whence it should proceed, 
that of all the lower order, barbers should go 
further in hitting the ridiculous than any other set 
of men. Watermen brawl, cobblers sing : but why 
must a barber be for ever a politician, a musician, 
an anatomist, a poet, and a physician ? The learned 
Vossius says, his barber used to comb his hair in 
iambics. And indeed, in all ages, one of this use- 
ful profession, this order of cosmetic philosophers, 
has been celebrated by the most eminent hands. 
ITou see the barber in Don Quixote is one of the 
principal characters in the history ; which gave me 
satisfaction in the doubt, why Don Saltero writ his 
name with a Spanish termination : for he is de- 
scended in a right line, not from John Tradescant,* 
as he himself asserts, but from that memorable com- 
panion of the Knight of Mancha. And I hereby 
certify all the worthy citizens who travel to see his 
rarities, that his double-barrelled pistols, targets, 
coats of mail, his sclopeta and sword of Toledo, 
were left to his ancestor by the said Don Quixote, 
.and by the said ancestor to all his progeny down to 
Don Saltero. Though I go thus far in favour of 
Don Saltero's great merit, I cannot allow a liberty 
he takes of imposing several names (without my 
licence) on the collections he has made, to the abuse 
of the good people of England; one of which is 
particularly calculated to deceive religious persons, 
to the great scandal of the well-disposed, and may 

* Tradescant was the person who collected the curiositif 
^ivhich Elias Ashmole left to the University of Oxford. 
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introduce heterodox opinions. He shows you t 
straw hat, which I know to be made by Madge 
Peskad, within three miles of Bedford ; and teUs 
you, *^ It is Pontius Pilate's wife's chambermaid's 
sister's hat." To my knowledge of this very hat it 
may be added, that the covering of straw wbs never 
used among the Jews, since it was demanded of 
them to make bricks without it. Therefore this if 
really nothing but, under the specious pretence of 
learning and antiquities, to impose upon the woiM. 
There are other things which I cannot tolerate among 
his rarities : as, the china figure of a lady in the 
glass-case : the Italian engine for the imprisonmeirt 
of those who go abroad with it : both which I herebj 
order to be taken down, or else he may expect to 
have his letters-patent for making punch superseded, 
be debarred wearing his muff next winter, or ever 
coniing to London without his wife. It may pe^ 
haps be thought I have dwelt too long upon the 
afiairs of this operator ; but I desire the reader to 
remember, that it is my way to consider men as thej 
stand in merit, and not according to their fortune or 
figure ; and if he is in a coffee-house at the reading 
hereof, let him look round, and he will find, theie 
may be more characters drawn in this account than 
that of Don Saltero ; for half the politicians about 
him, he may observe, are, by their place in naturei 
of the class of tooth-drawers. 
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Quicquid agunt homines---^ 

nostri est farrago HkeiH» 

Jov. Sat. i. 86y i6. 
Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream^ 
Onr motley paper seizes for its theme. • p. 

Cfrecian Coffee-house, June 28. 
^ERE is an habit or custom which I haTepat ay 
ience to the utmost stretch to have suimed so 
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long, because several of my intimate friends are in 
the giiilt ; and that is, the humour of taking snuff, 
and looking dirty about the mouth by way of oma- 
ment. 

My method is, to drive to the bottom of a sore 
before I pretend to apply a remedy. For this rea-. 
son, I sat by an eminent story-teller and politiciaUi^ 
who takes half an ounce in five seconds, and has 
mortgaged a pretty tenement near the town, merely 
Co improve and dung his brains with this prolific 
powder. I observed this gentleman, the other day, 
m the midst of a story, diverted from it by looking 
at something at a distance, and I softly hid his box. 
But he returns to his tale, and, looking for his box, 
he cries, ^* And so. Sir — ." Tlien, when he should 
have taken a pinch, ^' As I was saying — ^" says he, 
** has nobody seen my box ? '' His friend beseeches 
him to finish his narration : then he proceeds; ** And 

so, Sir where can my box be?" Then turning 

to me, " Pray, Sir, did you see my box?'' " Yes, 
Sir," said I, ** I took it to see how long you could 
do without it." He resumed his tale ; and I took 
notice that his dulness was much more regular and 
fluent than before. A pinch supplied the place of 
^* As I was saying," and ** So, Sir ;" and he went 
on currently enough in that style which the learned 
qall insipid. This observation easily led me into 
a philosophic reason for taking snuff; which is done 
only to supply with sensations the want of reflection. 
This I take to be an tupuxc, a nostrum ; upon which 
I hope to receive the thanks of this board : for as it 
18 natural to lift a man's hand to a sore, when you 
fear any thing coming at you ; so when a person 
feels his thoughts are run out, and he has no more 
to sav, it is as natural to fiU his weak brain with 
powder at the nearest place of access, viz, the 
nostrils. This is so evident, that nature suggests 
the use according to the indigence of the persona) 
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altcct plainness and sincerity in my discourse to 
you, as much as other lovers Ao perplexity and rap- 
ture. Instead of saying, I shall die for you, I pro- 
tess I should be glad to lead my life with you : you 
are as beautiful, as witty, as prudent, and as good- 
humoured, as any woman breathing ; but, I must 
confess to you, 1 regard all these excellencies as 
you will please to direct them for my happiness or 
misery. With me, Madam, the only lasting motiye 
of love is the hope of its becoming mutual. I beg 
of you to let Mrs. Lucy send me word when I may 
attend you. I promise jou I will talk of nothing 
but indifferent things : though, at the same time, 1 
know not how to approach you in the tender mo- 
ment of first seeing you, after this declaration of, 
Madam, your most obedient, and most faithful, hum- 
ble servant, &c." 

WiW$ Coffee-house, June 29. 

Having taken a resolution, when plays are acted 
next winter by an entire good xsompany, to publish 
observations from time ta time on the performance 
of the actors, I think it but just to give an abstract 
of the laws of action, for the help of the less learn- 
ed part of the audience, that they may rationally 
enjoy so relined and instructive a pleasure as a just 
representation of human life. The great errors in 
playing are admirably well exposed in Hamlet's di- 
rections to the actors who are to play in his sup- 
posed tragedy : by which we shall form our future 
judgments on their behaviour, and for that reason 
you have the discourse as follows : 

" Speak the speech, I pray you, as I pronounc'd 
it to you, trippingly on the tongue : but if you mouth 
it, as many of our players do, I had as lieve the 
town-ciier spoke my lines. Nor do not saw the 
air too mucli with your hand, thus; but ufte all 
^L'litiy : tor in the very torrent, tempejit, and (as I 
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may say) whirlwind of your passion, you must 
acquire and beget a temperance, that may give it 
smoothness. O, it offends me to the soul, to hear a 
robustious perriwig-pated fellow tear a passion to 
tatters, to very rags, to split the ears of the ground- 
lings : who, for the most part, are capable of no- 
thing but inexplicable dull shows, and noise: I 
would have such a fellow whipp'd for o'er-doing 
Termagant ; it out-herods Herod : pray you, avoid 
it. Be not too tame neither, but let your own dis- 
cretion be your tutor : suit the action to the word, 
the word to the action ; with this special observance, 
that you o'erstep not the modesty of nature: for 
any thing so overdone is firom the purpose of play-' 
ing, whose end, both at the first, and now, was, and 
is, to hold as 'twere the mirror up to nature; to 
shew virtue her own feature, scorn her own image, 
and the very age and body of the time his form and 
pressure. Now this, over-done, or come tardy off, 
thou^ it make the unskilful laugh, cannot but make 
the judicious grieve ; the censure of which one, 
must, in your sdlowance, o'er-weigh a whole theatre 
of others. O, there be players, that I have seen 
play, — and heard others praise, and that highly — 
not to speak it profanely, that neither having the 
accent of Christians, nor i^e gait of Christian, Pa- 
gan, nor man, have so strutted, and bellowed, that 
I have thought some of nature's journeymen had 
made men, and not made them well, they imitated 
humanity so abominably. This should be reformed 
altogether. And let those that play your clowns^ 
speak no more than is set down for tiiem : for there 
be of them, that will themselves laugh, to set on 
some quantity of barren spectators to laugh too ; 
though in the mean time, some necessary question of 
the play be then to be considered : that's villanous, 
and shows a most pitiful ambition in the fool that 
uses it." • ' 
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St, James's Coffee-house, June 27. 

~ Letters from Brussels, of the second of July, 
N. S. say, that the Duke of Marlborough and 
Prince Eugene, having received advice that the 
Marshal Yillars had drawn a considerable body out 
of the garrison of Tournay, to reinforce his army, 
marched towards that place, and came before it 
early in the morning of the twenty-seventh. As 
soon as they came into that ground, the Prince of 
Nassau was sent with a strong detachment to take 
post at St. Amand; and at the same time my Lord 
Orkney received orders to possess himself of Mor-. 
tagne; both which were successfully executed;: 
whereby we were masters of the Scheld and Scrap. 
£ight men were drawn out of each troop of dragoons 
and company of foot in the garrison of Tournay, to 
make up the reinforcement which was ordered to 
join Marshal Yillars. On advice that the allies 
were marching towards Tournay, they endeavoured . 
to return into the town, but were intercepted by the • 
£arl of Orkney, by whom the whole body was killed 
or taken. These letters add, that twelve hundred 
dragoons (each horseman carrying a foot-soldier 
behind him) were detached from Mons to throw 
themselves into Tournay, but, upon . appearance of 
a great body of horse of the allies, retired towards 
Conde. We hear that the garrison does not con- 
sist of more than three thousand five hundred men. 
Of the sixty battalions designed to be employed in 
this siege, seven are English, viz. two of ' guards,' 
and the regiments of Argyle, Temple, Evans, and . 
Meredith. 
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to change the dates of places^ as occurrences come 
into my way. The following letter I lately received 
from Epsom: 

Epsom, June 28. 

** It is now almost three weeks since what you 
writ about happened in this place : the quarrel be- 
tween my frienas did not run so high as I find your 
accounts have made it. The truth of the fact you 
shall have very faithfully. You are to understand, 
that the persons concerned in this scene were Lady 
Autumn and Lady Springly. Autunm is a person 
of good-breeding, formality, and a singular way 
practised in the last age; and Lady Springly, a 
modem impertinent of our sex, who affects as im- 
roper a familiarity, as the other does distance : 
ady Autumn knows to a hair's breadth where 
her place is in all assemblies and conversations: 
but Springly neither gives nor takes place of any 
body, but understands the place to signify no more, 
than to have room enough to be at ease wherever 
she comes; thus, while Autumn takes the whole 
of this life to consist in understanding punctilio and 
decorum, Springly takes every thing to be becom- 
ing, which contributes to her ease and satisfaction. 
These heroines have married two brothers, both 
knights. Springly is the spouse of the elder, who 
is a baronet ; and Autumn, being a rich widow, has 
taken the younger, and her purse endowed him with 
an equal fortune, and knighthood of the same order. 
This jumble of titles, you need not doubt, has been 
an aching torment to Autumn, who took place of 
the other on no pretence, but her carelessness and 
disregard of distinction. The secret occasion of 
envy broiled long in the breast of Autumn ; but no 
opportunity of contention on that subject happening, 
kept all thmgs quiet until the accident of which yon 
demand an account. 
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who fancy, that if «ome people' — Springly imme- 
diately takes her up, ' There are some people who 
fancy, if other people' — Autumn repartees, * People 
may give themselves airs ; but other people, perhaps^ 
who make less ado, may be, perhaps, as agreeable as 
people who set themselves out more.' All the other 
people at the table sat mute, while these two people, 
who were quarrelling, went on with the use of the 
word people, instancing the very accidents between 
them, as if they kept only in distant hints. ' There- 
' fore,' says Autunm, reddening, * there are some 
people will go abroad in other people's coaches, and 
leave those with whom they went to shift for them- 
selves : and if, perhaps, those people have married 
the younger brother ; yet, perhaps, he may be be- 
holden to those people for what he is.' Springly 
smartly answers, ' People may bring so much ill- 
humour into a family, as people may repent their 
receiving their money:' and goes on-— 'Every body 
' is not considerable enough to give her uneasiness/ 
Upon this Autumn comes up to her, and desired 
her to kiss her, and never to see her again ; which 
her sister refusing, my lady gave her a box on the 
ear. Springly returns, ' Ay, ay,' said she, * I knew 
well enough you meant me by your some people ; ' 
and gives her another on the other side. To it they 
went with most masculine fury ; each husband ran 
in. The wives immediately fell upon their husbands, 
and tore periwigs and cravats. The company in- 
terposed ; when (according to the slip-knot of ma- 
trimony, which makes them return to one another 
- when any one puts in between) the ladies and their 
husbands fell upon all the rest of the company ; and, 
I having beat all their friends and relations out of the 
I house, came to themselves time enough to know^ 
^ there was no bearing the jest of the place after these 
J adventures, and therefore marched off the next day, 
^ It is said, the governor has sent several joints of 
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Thomas told me it was an entertainment more sur- 
prising and pleasant than can be imagined, to see an 
inhabitant of neither world, without hand to lift, or 
leg to move, and scarce a tongue to utter his meaning, 
so keen upon biting the whole world, and making 
bubbles at his exit. Sir Thomas added, that he 
would have bought twelve i^hillings a year of him, but 
that he feared there was some trick in it, and be- 
lieved him already dead. ** What," says the knight, 
**is Mr. Partridge, whom I met just now, going on 
both his legs firmer than I can, allowed to be quite 
dead; and shall Africanus, without one limb that 
can do its office, be pronounced alive ?" 

TV hat heightened the tragi-comedy of this market 
for annuities was, that the observation of it provoked 
Monoculus (who is the most eloquent of all men) 
^ to many excellent reflections : which he spoke with 
■ the vehemence and language both of a gamester 
and an orator. ** When I cast, " said that delightful 
^ speaker, ''my eye upon thee, thou unaccountable 
4 Africanus, I cannot but call myself as unaccoun- 
h^ table as thou art; for, certainly, we were born to 
D^ show what contradictions nature is pleased to form 
^ in the same species. Here am I, able to eat, to 
i- drink, to sleep, and to do acts of nature, except 
' begetting my like; and yet, by an unintelligible 
force of spleen and fancy, I every moment imagine 
^ I am dying. It is utter madness in thee to provide 
for supper; for I will bet you ten to one, you do 
k not live until half an hour siier four ; and yet I am 
i so distracted as to be in fear every moment ; though 
^ I will lay ten to three, I drink three pints of burnt 
!^ claret at your funeral three nights hence. After all, 
j^ I envy thee; thou who, dying, hast no sense of 
^ death, art happier than one in health, who always 
^ fears it." The knight had gone on, but that a third 
^ man ended the scene, by applauding the knight's 
^j eloquence and philosophy, in a laughter too violent 



N*37* . TATLER. 266 

tend to talk to you of matters proper for, or in the 
^tyle of, that placie. But though I never visit these 
public haunts, I converse with those who do ; and, 
for all they pretend so mush to the ccmtrary, they 
are as talkative as our sex, and as much at a loss 
to entertain the present company, without sacrificing 
the last,' as we ourselves. This reflection has led 
me into the consideration of the use of speech ; and 
made me look over, in my memory, all my acquain- 
tance of both sexes, to know to which I may more 
justly impute the sin of superfluous discourse in re- 
gard to conversation, without entering into it as it 
respects religion. 

1 foresee, my acquaintance will immediately, upon 
starting this subject, ask me, how I shall celebrate 
Mrs. Alice Copswood, the Yorkshire huntress, who 
is come to town lately, and moves as if she were on 
her nag, and going to take a five-bar gate ; and is as 
loud as if she were following her dogs ? I can easily 
answer that ; for, she is as soft as Damon, in com- 
parison of her brother-in-law Tom Bellfrey, who is 
the most accomplished man in this kingdom for all 
gentleman-like activities and accomplishments. It 
is allowed, that he is a professed enemy to the 
Italian performers in musick : but then, for our own 
native manner, according to the customs and known 
usages of our island, he is to be preferred, for the 
generality of the pleasure he bestows, much before 
those fellows, though they sing to full theatres: 
for, what is a theatrical voice to that of a fox-hunter ? 
I have been at a musical entertainment in an open 
field, where it amazed me to hear to what pitches 
the chief masters would reach. There was a meet- 
ing near our seat in Staffordshire, and the most emi- 
nent of the counties of England were at it. How 
wonderful was the harmony between men and dogs ! 
Robin Cartail of Bucks was to answer to Jowler; 
Mr. Tinbreast of Cornwall was appointed to opeio^ 

VOL. I. 2 a 
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gets my lady» ahd takes him by the arm, to lead 
him off: Bellfrey was in his boots. As she was 
hurrying him away, his spur, takes hold of her pet- 
ticoat ; his whip Uirows down a cabinet of china : 
he cries, "What ! are your crocks rotten ? are your 
petticoats ragged ? A man cannot walk in your house 
for trincums/' 

Every county of Great Britain has one hundred or 
more of this sort of fellows, who roar instead of 
speaking : therefore, if it be true, that the women 
are also given to a greater fluency of words than is 
necessary, sure she that disturbs but a room or a 
family, is more to be tolerated than one who draws 
together whole parishes and counties, and some- 
times (with an estate that might make him the 
blessing and ornament of the world around him) 
■has no other view and ambition, but to be an ani- 
mal above dogs and horses, without the relish of 
any one enjoyment which is peculiar to the faculties 
of human nature. I know it will here be said, that,, 
talking of mere country squires at this rate, is, as 
it were, to write against Valentine and Orson. To 
prove any thing against the race of men, you must 
take them as they are adorned with education ; as 
they live in Courts, or have received instructions va. 
Colleges. 

But I am so full of my late entertainment by l^*"- 

Belfrey, that I must defer pursuing this subject, 'to 

anotier day : and wave the proper observation up^^* 

\he liferent offenders in this kind ; some by profo****-^ 

^locience on small occasions, others by degra^^**^ 

tpelh upon great circumstances. Expect, ^^^^ 

fori to hear of the whisperer without ^'^^^^Vwd 

thctaughter without wit, the complainer "^^^^^^^ 

reaving injuries, and a very large crowd, ^^^^ 

shi not jorestal, who are common (thou 

cdmonly observed) impertinents, whose 

aitwo voluble for their brains, and are the 
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despisers of us women, though we have their superiors 

the men of sense, for our servants. 

« « « 

WilTs Coffee-kouie, July 3. 

A very ingenious gentleman was complaining this 
evening, that the players are grown so severe cntics, 
that they would not take in his play, though it has 
as many fine things in it as any play that has been 
writ since the days of Dryden. He began his dis- 
course about his play with a preface. 

" There is," said he, " somewhat (however we 
palliate it) in the very frame and make of us, that 
subjects our minds to chagrin and irresolution on 
any emergency of time or place. The difficult 
grows on our sickened imagination, under all the kilt 
ing circumstances of danger and disappointmenJL 
This we see, not only in the men of retirement and! 
fancy, but in the characters of the men of action : 
with this only difference ; the coward sees the dan- 

fer, and sickens under it; the hero, warmed by the 
ifficulty, dilates, and rises in proportion to that, 
and in some sort makes use of his very fears to dis- 
arm it. A remarkable instance of this we have in 
the great Csesar, when he came to the Rubicon, and 
was entering upon a part, perhaps, the most hazard- 
ous he ever bore (certainly the most ungrateful , i 
war with his countrymen. When his mind bro«dec 
over personal affronts, perhaps his anger burned viti 
a desire of revenge : but when more serious reieo^ 
tions laid before him the hazard of the ente:pjg|^ 
with the dismal consequences which were lik^ |o 
attend it, aggravated by a special circumflUc6| 
' What figure it would bear in tne world, or h%r be 
excused to posterity? What shall he do?*-His 
honour, which was his religion, bids him armband 
he sounds the inclination of his party by thiiisk 
speech: 
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C^SAR TO HIS PARTY AT THE RUBICON. 

Great Jove! attend; and tfiou my native soil. 
Safe in my triumphs, glutted in my spoil ; 
Witness with what reluctance I oppose 
My arms to thine, secure of other foes. 
What passive breast can bear disgrace like mine? 
Traitor? — ^For this I conquer'd on the Rhine, 
Endur'd their ten years' drudgery in Gaul, 
Adjoum'd their fate, and sav'd the Capitol. 
I grew by every guilty triumph less: 
The crowd, when drunk with joy, their souls express, 
Impatient of the war, yet fear success. 
Brave actions dazzle with too bright a ray ; 
Like birds obscene they chatter at the day : 
Giddy with rule, and valiant in debate. 
They throw the die of war, to save the Static. 
And, Gods! to gild ingratitude with fame, 
Assume the patriot's, we the rebel's name. 
Farewell, my friends ; your General, forlorn. 
To your bare pity, and the public scorn, 
Must lay that honour and his laurel down, 
To serve the vain caprices of the gown ; 
Expos'd to all indignities, the brave, 
• Deserve of those they glory'd but to save. 
To rods and axes ! — No, the slaves can't dare 
Play with my grief, and tempt my last despair. 
This shall the honours which It won maintain. 
Or do me justice, ere I hug my chain. 

St. James's Coffee-hduse, July 4. 
There has arrived no mail since our last; so that 
we have no manner of foreign news, except we were 
to give you, for such, the.many speculations which 
are on foot concerning what was imported by the 
last advices. There are, it seems, sixty battalions 
and seventeen squadrons appointed to serve in the 
siege of Toumay; the garrison of which place con- 
sists of but eleven battalions and four squadrons. 
Letters of the twenty-ninth of the last month, from 
Berlin, have brought advice, that the Kings of Den- 
mark and Prussia, and his Majesty Augustus, were 
within few dayB to come to an interview at Potsdam. 
These letters mention, that two Polish Princes, of 
the family of Sapieha and Lubermirsky, lately ar- 

2 A3 
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rived from Paris^ confirm the reports of the miserj 
in France for want of provisionsy and give a particu- 
lar instance of it; which is, that on the day Mon- 
sieur Rouille returned to Court, the common people 
gathered in crowds about the Dauphin's coach, cry- 
ing '< Peace and bread, bread and peace." 

%* Mrs. Distaff has taken upon her, while she 
writes this paper, to turn her thoughts wholly to the 
service of her own sex, and to propose remedies 
against the greatest vexations attending female life. 
She has for this end written a small treatise concern^ 
ing the Second Word, with an appendix on the use 
of a Reply ; very proper for all such as are married 
to persons either ill-bred or ill-natured. There is in 
this tract a digression for the use of Yurgins, concem- 
ing the words, I will. 

A gentlewomen who has a very delicate ear^ 
wants a maid who can whisper, and help her in the 
government of her family. If the said servant can 
clear-starch, lisp, and tread softly, she shall have 
suitable encouragement in her wages. 
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Quicquid agunt homines 

nostri est farrago UbeUL 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 
Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream. 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. p. 

By Mrs. Jenny Distaff, Half-Sister to Mr, 

BiCKERSTAFF. 

From my own Apartment ^ •At^ 6. 

I FIND among my brother's papers the follownf 
ters, verbatim, Nv\i\c\i\ Nvondftx how he ooold svp- 
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press so long as he has, since it was sent him for no 
other end, but to show the good effect his writings 
have already had upon the iU customs of the age. 

< Sir, London, June 23. 

* The end of all public papers ought to be the 
benefit and instruction, as well as the diversion of 
the readers ; to which I see none so truly conducive 
as your late performances ; especially those tending 
to the rooting out from among us, that unchristian- 
like and bloody custom of duelling ; which, that you 
have already in some measure performed, will ap- 
pear to the public in the following no less true thaii 
heroic story. 

^ A noble gentleman of this city, who has the 
honour of serving his country as Major of the Train- 
bands, being at the general mart of stock-jobbers, 
called Jonathan's, endeavouring to raise himself (as 
all men of honour ought) to the degree of colonel 
at least ; it happened that he bought the bear of an- 
other officer, who, though not commissioned in the 
army, yet no less eminently serves the public than 
the other, in raising the credit of the kingdom by 
raising that of the stocks. However, having sold 
the bear, and words arising about the delivery, the 
most noble Major, no less scorning to be out-witted 
in the coffee-house, than to run into the field, ac- 
cording to method, abused the other with the titles 
of rogue, villain, bear-skin man, and the like. 
Whereupon satisfaction was demanded, and ac- 
cepted ; so, forth the Major marched, commanding 
his adversary to follow. To a most spacious room 
in a sheriff's house, near the place of quarrel, they 
come ; where, having due regard to what you have 
lately published, they resolved not to shed one 
another's blood in that barbarous manner you pro- 
hibited ; yet not willing to put up affronts without 
satisfaction, they stripped, and in a decent manaer 
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fought full fairly with their wrathful hands. The 
combat lasted a quarter of an hour ; in which time 
victory was often doubtful, and many a dry blow 
was strenuously laid on by each side, until the Major, 
finding his adversary obstinate, unwilling to give 
him further chastisement, with most shrill voice 
cried out, " 1 am satisfied enough !" Whereupon 
the combat ceased, and both were friends ud- 
mediately. 

' Thus the world may see, how necessary it is to 
encourage those men, who make it their business to 
instruct the people in every thing necessary for thdr 
preservation. I am informed a body of worthj 
citizens have agreed on an address of thanks to yoa, 
for what you have writ on the foregoing subject, 
whereby they acknowledge one of their highly- 
esteemed officers preserved from death. 

Your humble servant, 

A. B.'. 

1 fear the word bear is hardly to be understood 
among the polite people ; but I take the meaning to 
be, that one who insures a real value upon an ima- 
ginary thing, is said to sell a bear, and is the same 
thing as a promise among courtiers, or a vow betweea 
lovers. I have writ to my brother to hasten to town; 
and hope that printing the letters directed to him, 
which I know not how to answer, will bring him 
speedily ; and, therefore, I add also the following: 

* MR. 6ICKERSTAPP, July 6, 1709. 

' You have hinted a generous intention of taking 
under your consideration the whisperers witiioat 
business, and laughers without occasion; as you 
tender the welfare of your country, I entreat you 
not to forget or delay so public-spirited a work. 
Now or never is the time. Many pther calamities 
Lay cease with the war ; but I dismally dread the 
uitiplication of these mortals under the ease and 
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luxuriousness of a settled peace, half the blessing of 
which maybe destroyed by them. Their mistake 
lies certainly here, in a wretched belief, that their 
mimickry passes for real business, or true wit. 
Dear Sir, convince them, that it never was, is, or 
ever will be, either of them ; nor ever did, does, or to 
' all futurity ever can, look like either of them ; but 
that it is the most cursed disturbance in nature, 
which is possible to be inflicted on mankind, under 
the noble definition of a social creature. In doing 
this. Sir, you will oblige more humble servants than 
can find room to subscribe their names.' 

Whites Chocolate-house, July 0. 

In pursuance of my last date from hence, I p.m 
to proceed on the accounts I promised of several 
personages among the men, whose conspicuous for- 
lames, or ambition in showing their follies, have ex- 
alted them above their fellows : the levity of their 
minds is visible in their every word and gesture, and 
there is not a day passes but puts me in mind of 
Mr. Wycherley's character of a coxcomb : * He is ugly 
all over, with the affectation of the fine gentleman.' 
Now though the women may put on softness in their 
looks, or {dfected severity, or impertinent gaiety, or 
pert smartness, their self-love and admiration cannot 
under any of these disguises appear so invisible as 
that of the men. You may easily take notice, that 
in all their actions there is a secret approbation, 
either in the tone of their voice, the turn of their body, 
or cast of their eye, which shows that they are ex- 
tremely in their own favour. 

Take one of your men of business ; he shall keep 
you half an hour with your hat off, entertaining yon 
with his consideration of that affair you spoke of to 
him last, until he has drawn a crowd that observes 
you in this grimace. Then, when he is public 
enough, be immediately runs into secrets, and falls 
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be speaking for thy only purpose in speaking, to 
show your teeth ? Rub them no longer, dear Shoe- 
string* : do not premeditate murder : do not for ever 
whiten. Oh I that for my quiet and his own they 
were rotten ! 

But 1 will forget him, and give my hand to the 
courteous Umbra. He is a fine man indeed, but 
the soft creature bows below my apron-string, be- 
fore he 'takes it; yet, after the first ceremonies, he 
is as familiar as my physician, and his insignificancy 
makes me half ready to complain to him of all I 
would to my doctor. He' is so courteous, that he 
carries half the messages of ladies' ails in town to 
their midwives and nurses. He understands too the 
art of medicine as far as to the cure of a pimple, or 
a rash. On occasions of the like importance, he 
is the most assiduous of all men living, in consulting 
and searching precedents from family to family ; 
then he speaks of his obsequiousness and diligence 
in the style of real services. If you sneer at him, 
and thank him for his great friendship, he bows, 
and says, < Madam, all the good offices in mv 
power, while I have any knowledge or credit, shall 
be at your service.' The consideration of so shal- 
low a being, and the intent application with which 
he pursues trifles, has made me carefully reflect 
upon that sort of men we usually call an imper- 
tinent : and I am, upon mature deliberation, so far 
from being oflfended with him, that I- am really 
obliged to him; for though he will take you aside, 
and talk half an hour to you upon matters wholly 
insignificant, with the most solemn air, yet I con- 
sider that these' things are of weight in his imagina- 
tion, and he thinks he is communicating what is for 
my service. If, therefore, it be a just rule to judge 

• Sir William Whitiocke, k«t. Member for Oxon, Denc&r 
of the Middle Temple: he is the learned knight mentioned, 
Tat. No.4S. 
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the heavy artillery and ammunition^ which would be 
employed in dismounting the enemy's defences, and 
raised on the batteries the fifteenth. A great body 
of miners are summoned to the camp, to counter- 
mine the work^ of the enemy. We are convinced of 
the weakness^ of the garrison by a certain account 
that they called a council of war, to consult whether 
it was not advisable to march into the citadel, and 
leave the town defenceless. We are assured, that, 
when the confederate army was advancing towards 
the camp of Marsha} Yillars, that general dispatched 
a courier to his master with a letter, giving an ac- 
count of their approach, which concluded with the 
following words : ' The day begins to break, and your 
Majesty's army is already in order of battle. Before 
noon I hope to have the honour of congratulating 
your Majesty on the success of a great action : and 
you shall be very well satisfied with the Marshal 
Villars! 

%* Mrs. Distaff hath received the Dialogue dated 
Monday evening, which she has sent forward to Mr. 
Bickerstaff at Maidenhead : and in the mean time 
gives her service to the parties. 

It is to be noticed, that when any part of this 
paper appears dull, there is a design in it. 



N» 39. SATURDAY, JULY 9, 1709. 

Quieqmd agunt komne§ 

nostri est farrago UbeUi. 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say*, or think, or dream, 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

By Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire. 
Grecian Coffi^-hojuse, July 7. 

As I am called forth by the immense love I bear to 
my foUow-creatures, and the warm inclination 1.1 
VOL. 1. 2 b 
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wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? 
Who shut up the sea with doors, and said. Hitherto 
shalt thou come, and no farther ?' Such speculations 
make life agreeable, and death welcome. 

But, alas ! I was torn from this noble society by 
the business of this dirty, mean world, and the cares 
of fortune : for I was obliged to be in London against 
the seventh day of the term, and accordingly govern- 
ed myself by my Oxford almanack*, and came last 
night; but find, to my great astonishment, that this 
ignorant town began to term on the twenty-fourth of 
the last month, in opposition to all the learning and 
astrononiy of the famous University of which I have 
been speaking; according to which, the term cer^ 
tainly was to commence on the first instant. You 
may be sure, a man, who has turned his studies, as I 
have, could not be mistaken in point of time; for, 
knowing I was to come to town in term, I examined 
the passing moments very narrowly, and called an 
eminent astronomer to my assistance. Upon very 
strict observation we found> that the cold has been 
so severe this last winter (which is allowed to have 
a bedumbing quality), that it retarded the earth in 
moving round, from Christmas to this season, full 
seven days and two seconds. My learned friend 
assured me farther, that the earth had lately received 
a shock from a comet that crossed its vortex : which, 
if it had come ten degrees nearer to us, had made 
us lose this whole term. I was indeed once of 
opinion that the Gregorian computation was the 
most regular, as being eleven days before the 
Julian ; but am now fully convinced, that we ought 
to be seven days after the chancellor and judges, and 

* The humour of this paper is not peculiarly restricted to 
the Oxford Almanack for the year 1700 : it is equally appli- 
cable to all the Oxford Almanacks before or since that period, 
being founded on the difference between the University temiA 
and the Law terms, just as obvious now as it was then ; aa 
may be seen by comparing th^ Oxford with the I/md 
Almanack. 
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carried into gaol ; and has, by advice of the recorder 
of Oxford, brought his action ; and we doubt not 
but we shall pay them off with damages, and ble- 
mish the reputation of Mr. Broad. We have one 
convincing proof, which all that frequent the courts 
of justice are vntnesses of: the dog that comes con- 
stantly to Westminster on the first day of the term, 
did not appear until the first day according to the 
Oxford Almanack; whose instinct I take to be a 
better guide than men's erroneous opinions, which 
are usually biassed by interest. 1 judge in this 
case, as king Charles the second victualled his navy, 
with the bread which one of his dogs chose of seve- 
ral pieces thrown before him, rather than trust to the 
asseverations of the victuallers. Mr. Cowper*, and 
other learned counsel, have already urged the autho- 
rity of this almanack, in behalf of their clients.. We 
shall, therefore, go on with all speed in our cause ; 
and doubt not Chancery will give at the end what we 
lost in the beginning, by protracting the term for us 
until Wednesday come seven- night. > And the 
tJniversity orator shall for ever pray, &c. 

From my own Apartment, July 81. 

The subject of duels has, I find, been started with 
so good success, that it has been the frequent sub- 
ject of conversation among polite men ; and a dia- 
logue of that kind has been transmitted to me, verba- 
tim, as follows. The persons concerned in it are men 
of honour and experience in the manners of men, 
and have fallen upon the truest foundation, as well 
as searched the bottom of this evil. 

Mr. Sage. If it were in my power every man 
that drew his sword, until in the service, or purely 
to defend his life, person, or goods from violence (I 
mean abstracted from all punctos or whims of 

• Spencer Cowper, brother to the first Earl of the name ; at 
that time a celebrated counsellor, and afterwards Chief Jus- 
tice of the Common Pleas. 

2 B 3 
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on those who were guilty of them: and that a man's 
reputation was not at all cleared by cutting the per- 
son's throat who had reflected upon it: but the cus- 
tom of those times had fixed the scandal in the 
action ; whereas now it lies in the reproach. 

Mr. Sage. And yet the only sort of duel that one 
can conceive to have been fought upon motives truly 
honourable and allowable^ was tiiat between the 
Horatii and Curatii. 

Sir Mark. Colonel Plume, pray, what was the 
method of single combat in your time among the 
cavaliers ? I suppose, that as the use of clothes con- 
tinues, though the fashion ofthem has been mutable; 
so duels, though still in use, have had in all times 
their particular modes of performance. 

Col. Plume, We had no constant rule, but 
generally conducted our dispute and tilt according to 
the last that had happened between persons of repu- 
tation, among the very top follows for bravery and 
gallantry. 

Sir Mark., If the fashion of quarrelling and tilt- 
ing was so often changing in your time, Colonel 
Plume, a man might fight, yet lose his credit for 
want of understanding the fashiion. 

Colonel Plume. Why, Sir Mark, in the beginning 
of July a man would have been censured for want 
of courage, or being thought indigent of the true 
notions of honour, if he had put up words, which in 
the end of September following, one could not resent 
without passing for a brutal and quarrelsome fellow. 
Sir Mark. But, Colonel, were duels or rencoun- 
ters most in fashion in those days ? 

Col. Plume. Your men of nice honour. Sir, were 
for avoiding all censure of advantage which they 
supposed might be taken in a rencounter ; therefore 
they used seconds, who were to see that all was 
upon the square, and make a faithful report of th'' 
whole combat ; but in a little time it becstme 
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fashion for the seconds to fight, and I will tell you 
how it happened. 

Mr. Sage, Pray do, Colonel Plume, and the 
method of a duel at that time ; and give us some 
notion of the punctos upon which your nice men 
quarrelled in those days. 

Col. Plume. I was going to tell you, Mr. Sage, 
that one Cornet Modish had desired his friend Cap- 
tain Smart's opinion in some affair, but did not 
follow it; upon which Captain Smart sent Major 
Adroit (a very topping fellow of those times) to the 
person that had slighted his advice. The Major 
never inquired into the quarrel because it was not 
the manner then among the very topping fellows; 
but got two swords of an equal length, and then 
waited upon Comet Modish, desiring him to choose 
his sword, and meet his friend Captain Smart 
Cornet Modish came with his friend to the place of 
combat; there the principals put on their pumps, 
and stripped to their shirts, to show that they had 
nothing but what men of honour carry about them, 
and then engaged. 

Sir Mark, And did the seconds stand by. Sir! 

Col. Plume. It was a received custom until that 
time; but the swords of those days being pretty 
long, and the principals acting on both sides upon 
the defensive, and the morning being frosty, Miyor 
Adroit desired that the other second, who was aiso 
a very toppings fellow, would try a thrust or two, 
only to keep them warm, until the principals had 
decided the matter, which was agreed to by Modish's 
second, who presently whipped Adroit through the 
body, disarmed him, and then parted the principab, 
who had received no harm at all. . 

Mr. Sage. But was not Adroit laughed at? 

Col. Plume. On the contrary, the very topping 
follows were ever after of opinion, that no man, who 
deserved that character, could serve as a second, 
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without fighting; and the Smarts and Modishcs, 
finding their account in it^ the humour took without 
opposition. 

Mr. Sage. Pray^ Colonel^ how long did that 
fashion continue ? 

Col. Plume, Not long neither, Mr. Sage; for, 
as soon as it became a fashion, the very topping 
fellows thought their honour reflected upon, if they 
did not proffer themselves as seconds when any of 
their friends had a quarrel, so that sometimes there 
were a dozen of a side. 

Sir Mark, Bless me !' if that custom had con- 
tinued, we should have been at a loss now for our 
yery pretty fellows ; for they seem to be the proper 
men to officer, animate, and keep up an army. But, 
pray. Sir, how did that sociable manner of tilting 
grow out of mode ? 

Col. Plume. Why, Sir, I will tell you : it was 
a law among the combatants, that the party which 
happened to have the first man disarmed or killed, 
should yield as vanquished: which some people 
thought might encourage the Modishes and Smarts 
in quarrelling to the destruction of only the very 
topping fellows ; and as soon as this reflection was 
started, the very topping fellows thought it an in- 
cumbrance upon their honour to fight at all them- 
selves. Since that time the Modishes and Smarts, 
throughout all Europe, have extolled the French 
king^s edict. 

Sir Mark. Our yery pretty fellows, whom I take 
to be the successors of the very topping fellows, 
think a quarrel so little fashionable, that they will 
not be exposed to it by any other man's vanity, or 
want of sense. 

Mr. Sage, But, Colonel, I have observed in your 
account of duels, that there was a great exactness 
in avoiding all advantage that might possibly be be* 
tween the combatants. 
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Co\, Plume. That is true, Sir; for the weapons 
wore always equal. 

Mr. Sage, Yes, Sir; but suppose an active, 
adroit, strong man had insulted an awkward, or a 
feeble, or an unpractised sword's-man ? 

Col. Plume, Then, Sir, they fought with pistols. 

Mr. Sage, But, Sir, tliere might be a certain 
advantage that way ; for a good marksman will be 
sure to hit his man at twenty yards distance ; and a 
man whose hand shakes (which is common to men 
that debauch in pleasures, or have not used pistols 
out of their holsters) will not venture to fire, unless 
he touches the person he shoots at. Now, Sir, I am 
of opinion, that one can get no honour in killing a 
man, if one has it all rug, as the gamesters say, 
when they have a trick to make the game secure, 
though they seem to play upon the square. 

Sir Mark. In truth, Mr. Sage, I think such a foot 
must be murder in a man's own private conscience, 
whatever it may appear to the world. 

Col. Plume. I have known some men so nice, 
that they would not fight but upon a cloak with 
pistols. 

Mr. Sage. I believe a custom well eatabiwlied 
would outdo the grand Monarch's edict. 

Sir Mark, And bullies would then leave off their 
long swords. But I do not find that a very prettf 
fellow can stay to change his sword when he b 
insulted by a bully with a long Diego ; thouffh bii 
own at the same time be no longer than a penknife ; 
which will certainly be the case if such little swofdi 
are in mode. Pray, Colonel, how was it between 
the hectors of your time, and the very topping 
fellows ? 

Col. Plume. Sir, long swords happened to be 
generally worn in those times. 

Mr. Sage, In answer to what you were saying, 
" T Mark, give me leave to inform you, that your 
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knights-errant (who were the very pretty fellows of 
those antient times) thought they could not honour- 
ably yield, though they had fought their own trusty 
weapons to the stumps ; but would venture as boldly 
with their page's leaden sword, as if it had been of 
enchanted metal. Whence, I conceive, there must 
be a spice of romantic gallantry in the composition 
of that very pretty fellow. 

Sir Mark, I am of opinion, Mr. Sage, that fashion 
governs a very pretty fellow; nature or common 
sense, your ordinary persons, and sometimes men 
of fine parts. 

Mr. Sage, But what is the reason, that men of 
the most excellent sense and morals, in other points, 
associate their understandings with the very pretty 
fellows in that chimaera of a duel ? 

Sir Mark, There is no disputing against so great 
a majority. 

Mr. Sage, But there is no scruple. Colonel 
Plume, and I have done. Do not you believe there 
may be some advantage even upon a cloak with 
pistols, which a man of nice honour would scruple 
to take? 

Col. Plume, Faith, I cannot tell. Sir ; but since 
one may reasonably suppose that, in such a case, 
there can be but one so far in the wrong as to oc- 
casion matters to come to that extremity, I think 
the chance of being killed should fall but on one ; 
whereas, by their close and desperate manner of 
fightinfl^ it mayvery probably happen to both. 

Sir mark. Why, gentlemen, if they art} men of 
such nice honour, and must fight^ there will be no 
fear of foul play, if they threw up cross or pile who 
should be shot. 
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discover any proof of reason. Upon this foundation 
my friend Kas set forth^ that he is illegally master 
01 his coffers, and has writ two epigrams to signify 
his own pretensions and sufficiency for spending that 
estate. He has inserted in his plea some ^ings 
which I fear will give offence ; for he pretends to 
argue, that though a man has a little of the knave 
mixed with the fool, he is nevertheless liable to the 
loss of goods ; and makes the abuse of reason as 
just an avoidance of an estate as the total absence 
of it. This is what can never pass ; but witty men 
are so full of themselves, that there is no persuading 
them; and my friend will not be convmced, but 
that upon quoting Solomon, who always used the 
word fool as a term of the same signification with 
unjust, and makes all deviation from goodness and 
virtue to come under the notion of folly : I say, he 
doubts not but by the force of this authority, let his 
idiot uncle appear never so great a knave, he shall 
prove him a fool at the same time. 

This affair led the company here into an exami- 
nation of these points ; and none coming here but 
vrits, what was asserted by a young lawyer, that a 
lunatic is in the care of the chancery, but a fool in 
fliat of the crown, was received with general indig- 

eon. * Why that V says old Renault. * Why 
7 Why must a fool be a courtier more than 
a diadman ? This is the iniquity of this dull age. I 
inmrnher the time when it went on the mad side : 
itU jour top wits were scourers, rakes, roarers, and 
dcittolishers of windows. I knew a mad lord, who 
^rtas drunk five years together, and was the envy of 
flmt age, who is faintly imitated by the dull pre- 
tenders to vice and madness in this. Had he lived 
lo this day, there had not been a fool in fashion in 
die whole kingdom.' When Renault had don*' 
ipeaking, a very worthy man assumed the 
course : ' This is,' said he,^ Mr. Bickerstaff^ a | 
VOL. I. 2 c 
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argumeut for you to treat of in your article from this 
place ; and if you would send your Pacolet into all 
our brains, you would find, that a little fibre or 
valve, scarce discernible, makes the distinction be- 
tween a politician and an idiot. We should there- 
fore, tlurow a veil upon those unhappy instances of 
human nature, who seem to breathe without the 
direction of reason and understanding, as we should 
avert our eyes with abhorrence from such as live in 
perpetual abuse and contradiction to those noble fa- 
culties. Shall this unfortunate man be divested of 
his estate, because he is tractable and indolent, runs 
in no man's debt, invades no man's bed, nor spends 
the estate he owes his children and his character; 
when one who shews no sense above him, but in 
such practices, shall be esteemed in his senses, and 
possibly may pretend to the guardianship of him 
who is no ways his inferior, but in being less wicked? 
We see old age brings us indifferently into the same 
impotence of soul, wherein nature has placed this 
lord.' 

There is something very fantastical in the distri- . 
bution of civil power and capacity among men. 
The law certainly gives these persons into the ward 
and care of the crown, because that is best able to 
protect them from injuries, and the impositions of 
craft and knavery ; that the life of an idiot may not 
ruin the entail of a noble house, and his weakneta 
may not frustrate the industry or capacity of the 
founder of his family. But when one of bright 
parts, as we say, with his eyes open, and all men's 
eyes upon him, destroys those purposes, there is no 
remedy. Folly and ignorance are punished I folly 
and guilt are tolerated ! Mr. Locke has somewhere 
made a distinction between a madman and a fool : 
a foo] is he that from right principles makes a wrong 
conclusion ; but a madman is one who draws a just 
inference from false principles. Thus the fool wbo 



N** 40. TATLER. 291 

cut off the fellow's head that lay asleep, and hid it, 
and then waited to see what he would say when he 
awaked and missed his head-piece, was in the right 
in the first thought, that a man would be surprised 
to find such an alteration in things since he fell 
asleep ; but he was a little mistaken to imagine he 
could awake at all after his head was cut off. A 
madman fancies himself a prince ; but upon his 
mistake, he acts suitable to that character; and 
though he is out in supposing he has principalities, 
while he drinks gruel, and lies in straw, yet you 
shall see him keep the port of a distressed monarch 
in all his words and actions. These two persons 
are equally taken into custody : but what must be 
done to half this good company, who every hour of 
their life are knowingly ana wittingly both fools and 
madmen, and yet have capacities both of forming 
principles, and drawing conclusions, with the full 
use of reason ? 

From my own Apartment, July 11 . 

This evening some ladies came to visit my sister 
Jenny ; and the discourse after very many frivolous 
and public matters, turned upon the main point 
among the women, the passion of love. Sappho, 
who always leads on this occasion, began to show 
her reading, and told us, that Sir John Suckling 
and Milton had, upon ^, parallel occasion, said the 
tenderest things she ever read. ' The circumstance,' 
said she, * is such as gives us a notion of that pro- 
tecting part, which is the duty of men in their ho- 
nourable designs upon, or possession of women. 
In Suckling's tragedy of Brennoralt he makes the 
lover steal into his mistress's bedchamber, and draw 
the curtains; then, when his heart is full of her 
<2harms, as she lies sleeping, instead of being car- 
ried away by the violence of his desires into thou.^^^i&s^ 
of a warmer nature, sleep, which is the in:kSkr^|^^ 
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death y gives this generous lover reflections of a dif- 
ferent kmd, which regard rather her safety than his 
own passion. For, beholding her as she lies sleeping, 
he utters these words : 

^' So misers look upon their gold, 
Which, while they joy to see, they fear to lose, 
The pleasure of the sight scarce equalling 
The jealousy of being dispossessed by others. 
Her face is like the milky way i'the i&y. 
A meeting of gentle lights without name !*^ 

^' Heav'n ! shall this fresh ornament of the world. 
These precious love lines, pass with other common things 
Amongst the wastes of time ? what pity 'twere.'' 

' When Milton makes Adam leaning on his arm, 
beholding Eve, and lying in the contemplation of 
her beauty, he describes the utmost tenderness and 
guardian affectioQ in one word ; 

** Adam, with looks of cordial love, 
Hung over her enamour'd.'' 

' This is that sort of passion which truly deserves 
the name of love, and has something more generous 
than friendship itself; for it has a constant care of 
the object beloved, abstracted from its own interests 
in the possession of it. 

Sappho was proceeding on the subject, whei^ my 
sister produced a letter sent to her in the time of my 
absence, in celebration of the marriage state^ whicn 
is the condition wherein only this sort of passion 
reigns in full authority. This epistle is as follows : 

' Dear Madam, 

' Your brother being absent, I dare take 
the liberty of writing to you my thoughts of that 
state, which our whole sex either is, or desires to 
be in. You will easily guess I mean matrimony, 
which I hear so much decried, that it was with no 
small labour I maintained m^ ^ound^^iainst two op- 



N* 40. TATLER. 293 

ponents ; but, as your brother observed of Socrates, 
I drew them into my conclusion, from their own 
concessions ; thus : 

" In marriage are two happy things alloVd, 
A wife in wedding sheets, and in a shroud. 
How can a marriage state then be accurs'd, 
Since the last day's as happy as the first?" 

* If you think they were too easily confuted, you 
may conclude them not of the first sense, by their 
talking against marriage. Yours, 

MARIANA.' 

I observed Sappho began to redden at this epistle : 
and turning to a lady, who was playing with a dog 
she was so fond of as to caiTy him abroad with her ; 
* Nay,' says she, * I cannot blame the men if they 
have mean ideas of our souls and affections, and 
wonder so many are brought to take us for compa 
nions for life, when they see our endearments so 
trijQingly placed ; for to my knowledge, Mr. Truman 
would give half his estate for half the affection 
you have shown to that Shock ; nor do I believe 
you would be ashamed to confess, that I saw you 
cry, when he had the colic last week with lapping 
sour milk. "What more could you do for your lover 
himself?' * What more !' replied the lady, * There 
is not a man in England for whom I could lament 
half so much.' Then she stifled the animal with 
kisses, and called him beau, life, dear monsieur, pretty 
fellow, and what not, in the hurry of her imperti- 
nence. Sappho rose up ; as she always does at any 
thing she observes done which discovers in her own 
sex a levity of mind, that renders them inconsiderable 
in the opinion of ours. 
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ClUbrart domtilica facta. 

To celebrate domestic deedi. 

White's Chocotate-hoiue, July 1 
Therr is no one thing more to be 
iiutioti, than their generd affectation of 
llitit is foreign ; nay, we cany it so far, 
inure anxious for our own countfymeil 
httve crossed the seas, than when we aei 
name dangerous condition before our eyi 
nise how is it possible, that on the twi 
the last month, there should have bi 
fought in our very streets of London, 8 
thin end of the town has heard of it? 
who make it my business to inquire afta 
should never have known this had not 
account been sent to me inclosed in a J 
it seems, is the way of giving out ( 
Artillery-company ; and they prepare 
action with so little concern, as only t< 
exercise of arras.' 

' An Exercise at Arms of the Artilli 

to be perfonned on Wednesday, J' 

ty-ninlli, 1708, under the commal 

scph Woolfe, Knight and AldenU 

Charles Hopson, Esquire, present 

ten ant- gen era! : Captain Richard 8 

Major John Shorey, Captain ' 

Captain William Grayhurst, Ca] 

ter, Captain Robert Carellis, Cap 

• The body marched from the Art 

througl) Moorgate, Coleman-street, Lot 

sireet. Finch-lane, Cornhill, Cheapside, 
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St. Ann^s lane, halt the pikes under the wall in 
Noble-street, draw up the nrelocks facing the Gold- 
smith's-hall, make ready and face to the left, and 
fire ; and so ditto three times. Beat to arms, and 
march round the hall, as up Lad-lane, Gutter-lane, 
Honey-lane, and so wheel to the right, and make 
your salute to my lord, and so down St. AnnV 
lane, up Aldersgate-street, Barbican, and draw up 
in Red-cross-street, the right at St. Paul's-alley in 
the rear. March off lieutenant-general with half 
the body up Beech-lane; he sends a sub-division 
up King's-head-court, and takes post in it, and 
marches two divisions round into Red-lion-market, 
to defend that pass, and succour the division in 
King's-head-court ; but keeps in White-cross-street, 
facing Beech-lane, the rest of the body ready drawn 
up. Then the general marches up Beech-lane, is 
attacked, but forces the division in the court into 
the market, and enters with three divisions, while 
he presses the lieutenant-general's main body; and 
at the same time the three divisions force those of 
the revolters out of the market, and so all the lieu- 
tenant-general's body retreats into Chis well- street, 
and lodges two divisions in Grub-street ; and as the 
general marches on, they fall on his flank, but soon 
made to give way: but having a retreating-place 
in Red-lion-court, but could not hold it, being put 
to flight through Paul's-alley, and pursued by the 
general's grenadiers, while he marches up and at- 
tacks their main body, but are opposed again by a 
party of men that lay in Black-raven-court ; but they 
are forced also to retire soon in the utmost confu- 
sion, and at the same time, those brave divisions in 
Paul's-alley ply their rear with grenadoes, that with 
precipitation they take to the rout along Bunhill- 
row : so the general marches into the Artillery- 
ground, and being drawn up, finds the revolting 
party to have found entrance, and makes a show 
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if for a battle, and both armies soon engage in form, 
and fire by platoons.' 

Much might be said for the improvement of this 
system ; which, for its style and invention, may in- 
struct generals and their historians, both in fighting 
a battle, and describing it when it is over. These 
elegant .expressions * ditto — and so — but soon — ^but 
having — ^but could not — ^but are — ^but they — finds 
the party to have found,' S^c, do certainly give great 
life and spirit to the relation. 

Indeed, I am extremely concerned for the lieu- 
tenant-general, who, by his overthrow and defeat, 
is made a deplorable instance of the fortune of war, 
and vicissitudes of human affairs. He, alas ! has 
lost, in Beech-lane and Chiswell-street, all the glory 
he lately gained in and about Holborn and St. 
Giles's. Tlie art of subdividing first and dividing 
afterwards, is new and surprising ; and according to 
this method, the troops are disposed in King's-head- 
court and Red-lion-market : nor is the conduct of 
these leaders less conspicuous in their choice of the 
ground or field of battle. Happy was it, that the 
greatest part of the achievements of this d^y was 
to be performed near Grub-street, that there might 
not be wanting a sufficient number of faithful his- 
torians, who, being eye-witnesses of these wonders, 
should impartially transmit them to posterity ! But 
then, it can never be enough regretted, that we are 
left in the dark as to the name and title of that ex- 
traordinary hero, who commanded the divisions in 
Paul's-alley ; especially because those divisions are 
justly styled brave, and accordingly were to push 
the enemy along Bunhill-row, and thereby occasion 
a general battle. But Pallas appeared in the form 
of a shower of rain, and prevented the slaughter and 
desolation which were threatened by these extra- 
ordinary preparations. 
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Hi mains anijnorum, atque hac cert€umna tanta 
Pulveris exiguijactu comprena quiescunt, 

ViRO. Oeorg. iy. 86. 

Yet all those dreadful deeds, this doubtful fray, 
A cast of scattered dust will soon allay. 

Drydeii. 

WiWs Coffee-house, July 13. 

Some part of the company keep up the old way of 
conversation in this place, which usually turned 
upon the examination of nature, and an inquiry into 
the manners of men. There is one in the room so 
Tery judicious, that he manages impertinents with 
the utmost dexterity. It was diverting this evening 
to hear a discourse between him and one of these 
gentlemen. He told me, before that person joined 
us, that he was a questioner, who, according to his 
description, is one who asks questions, not with a 
design to receive information, but an affectation to 
show his uneasiness for want of it. He went on in 
asserting, that there are crowds of that modest am- 
bition, as to aim no farther than to demonstrate that 
they are in doubt. By this time Will Whynot was 
sat down by us. ' So, gentlemen,' says he, * in 
how many days think you shall we be masters of 
Toumay? Is the account of the action of the 
Vivarois to be depended upon? Could you have 
imagined England had so much money in it as you 
see it has produced ? Pray, Sirs, what do you think? 
Will the Duke of Savoy make an irruption into 
France ? But,' says be, * time will clear all these 
mysteries.' His answer to himself gave me the 
altitude of his head, and to all his questions I thus 
answered very satisfactorily. — ' Sir, have you heard 
that this Slaughterford* never owned the fact for 
which he died ? Have the newspapers mentioned 
that matter ? But, pray, can you tell me what me- 

* A fellow hanged for the murder of his sweatheart. 
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thod will be taken to provide for these Palatines ? 
But this, as you say, time will clear.' * Ay, ay,' 
says he, and whispers me, ' they will never let us 
into these things beforehand.' I whispered him 
again, * We shall know it as soon as there is a pro- 
clamation.' He tells me in the other ear, * You 

are in the right of it' Then he whispered my friend, 
to know what my name was : then made an oblig- 
ing bow, and went to examine another table. This 
led my friend and me to weigh this wandering man- 
ner in many other incidents, and he took out of his 
pocket several little notes or tickets to solicit for 
votes to employments : as, Mr. John Taplash hav- 
ing served all offices, and being reduced to great 
poverty, desires your vote for singing clerk of this 
parish. Another has had ten children, all whom his 
wife has suckled herself; therefore huinbly desires 
to be a school-master.' 

There is nothing so frequent as this way of appli- 
cation for offices. It is not that you are fit for the 
place, but because the place would be convenient 
ibr you, that you claim a merit to it. But commend 
me to the great Kirleus, who has lately set up for 
midwifery, and to help childbirth, for no other 
reason, but that he is himself the ' Unborn Doctor.' 
The way is, to hit upon something that puts the 
vulgar upon the stare, or touches their compassion, 
which is often the weakest part about us. I know a 
good lady, who has taken her daughters from their 
old dancing-master, to place them with another, for 
no other reason, but because the new man has broke 
his leg, which is so ill set, that he can never dance 
more.~ 

From my own Apartment, July 13. 

As it is a frequent mortification to me to receive 
letters, wherein people tell me, without a name, they 
know I meant them in such and such a passage ; so 
that very accusation is an argument, that there are 
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such beings in human life, as fall under our descrip- 
tion, and that our discourse is not altogether fantas- 
tical and groundless. But in this case I am treated 
as I saw a boy was the other day, who gave out 
pocky bills : every plain fellow took it that passed 
by, and went on his way without further notice : 
and at last came one with his nose a little abridged ; 
who knocks the lad down, with a * Why, you son 

of a w e, do you think I am p — d V But Shak- 

speare has made the best apology for this way of 
talking against the public errors : he makes Jacques, 
in the play called, ' As you like it, express himself 
thus : 

' Why, who cries out on pride, 

That can therein tax any private party ? 

What woman in the city do I name, 

When that I say, the city woman bears 

The cost of princes on unworthy shoulders? 

Who can come in and say that I mean her, 

When such a one as she, such is her neighbour? 

Or, what is he of basest function, 

That says his bravery is not on my cost? 

Thinking that I mean him, but therein suits 

His folly to the mettle of my speech. 

There then ! How then ? Then let me see wherein 

My tongue hath vrrong'd him : if it do him right, 

Then he hath wrong'd himself : if he be free. 

Why then my taxing like a wild goose flies. 

Unclaimed of any man. 
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Celebrare domesHca facta. 



* To celebrate domestic deeds.' N. 

From my own Apartment^ July 15. 

Looking over some old papers, I found a little 
treatise, written by my great-grandfather, concern- 



300 TATLER. S" 42, 

ing bribery, and thought his manner of treating that 
subject not unworthy my remark. He there has a 
digression concerning a possibility, that in some 
circumstances a man may receive an injury, and yet 
be conscious to himself that he deserves it. There 
are abundance of fine things said on the subject ; 
but the whole wrapped up in so much jingle and pun, 
which was the wit of those times, that it is scarce 
intelligible ; but I thought the design was well 
enough in die following sketch of an old gentleman's 
poetry : for in this case, where two are rivals^ for 
the same thing, and propose to obtain it by presents, 
he that attempts the judge's honesty, by making him 
offers of reward, ought not to complain when he 
loses his cause by a better bidder. The good old 
doggrel runs thus : 

* A poor man osee a judge besought 

To judge aright his cause, 
And with a pot of oil salutes 
This judger of ike laws. 

<* My friend," quoth he, " thy cause is good :" 

He glad away did trudge ; 
Anon his wealthy foe did come 

Before this partial judge. 

* A hog well fed this churl presents, 

And craves a strain of law ; 
The hog received, the poor man's right 
Was judg'd not worth a straw. 

* Therewith he cried, " O ! partial judge, 

Thy doom has me undone : 
When oil I gave, my cause was good, 
But now to ruin run." 

** Poor man,'* quoth he. ** I thee forgot,, . 

And see thy cause or foil : 
A hog came since into my house, 

And broke thy pot of oil.'* * 

WiU's Coffee-hmse, July 15. 

The discourse happened this evening to fall upon 
characters drawn in plays; and a gentleman re- 

* From George WhetBtoixe'& ^^ Eai^lish Mirror," ficc. Lon- 
don, 1686, 4to. 
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marked, that there was no method in the world of 
knowing the taste of an age, or period of time, so 
good, as by the observations of the persons, repre- 
sented in their comedies. There were several in- 
stances produced, as Ben Jonson's bringing in a 
fellow smoking, as a piece of foppery ; ' but,^ said 
the gentleman who entertained us on this subject, 
* this matter is no where so observable as in the dif- 
ference of the characters of women on the stage in 
the last age, and in this. It is not to be supposed 
that it was a poverty of genius in Shakespeare, that 
his women made so small figure in his dialogues ; 
but it certainly is, that he drew women as they then 
were in life ; for that sex had not in those days that 
freedom in conversation ; and their characters were 
onlv, that they were mothers, sisters, daughters, 
and wives. There were not then among the ladies, 
shining wits and politicians, virtuo8{B, free-thinkers, 
and disputants ; nay, there was hardly such a crea- 
ture even as a coquette : but vanity had quite ano- 
ther turn, and the most conspicuous woman at that 
time of day was only, the best housewife. Were it 
possible to bring into life an assembly of matrons of 
that age, and introduce the learned Lady Woodby 
into their company, they would not l)elieve the same 
nation could produce a creature so unlike any thing 
they ever saw in it. 

' But these ancients would be as much astonished 
to see in the same age so illustrious a pattern to all 
who love things praise-worthy as the divine As- 
pasia.* Methinks, I now see her walking in her 
garden like our first parent, with unaffected charms, 

« Tke aharacter of Aspasia was written by Mr. Congreve ; 
and the person meant was Lady Elizabeth Hastings. See 
the aathority for this, with an edifying account of this extra- 
ordinai^ l&dy, and ber benefactions, in a book in folio, en« 
titled, ^'Menoiials and Characters, 6ccJ' London, 1741, 
printed for John Wilford, p. 780. 
VOL. I. 2d 
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before beauty had spectators, and bearing celestial 
conscious virtue in her aspect. Her countenance 
is the lively picture of her mind, which is the seat 
of honour, truth, compassion, knowledge, and in- 
nocence. 

•* There dwell, the scorn of rice, and pity too." 

In the midst of the most ample fortune, and vene- 
ration of all that behold and know her, without the 
least affectation, she consults retirement, the con- 
templation of her own being, and that Supreme 
Power which bestowed it. Without the learning of 
schools, or knowledge of a long course of argu- 
ments, she goes on in a steady course of uninter- 
rupted piety and virtue, and adds to the severity 
and privacy of the last age all the freedom and ease 
of this. The language and' mien of a court she is 
possessed of in the highest degree; but the sim- 
plicity and humble thoughts of a cottage are her 
more welcome entertainments. Aspasia is a female 
philosopher, who does not only live up to the resig- 
nation of the most retired lives of the ancient sages, 
but also to the schemes and plans which they thought 
beautiful, though inimitable. This lady is the most 
exact economist, without appearing busy ; the most 
strictly virtuous, without tasting the praise of it ; 
and shuns applause with as much industry, as others 
do reproach. This character is so particular, that it 
will very easily be fixed on her only, by all that 
know her; but I dare say, she will be the last that 
finds it out. 

* But, alas ! if we have one or two such ladies, 
how many dozens are there like the restless Polu- 
glossa, who is acquainted with all the world but 
herself; who has the appearance of all, and pos- 
session of no one virtue: she has, indeed, in her 
practice the absence of vice, but her discourse is the 
continual history of it : and it is apparent, when she 
speaks of the criminal gratifications of others, that 
her innocence is only a re^tmivt, with a certain mix- 
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ture of envy. She is so perfectly opposite to the 
character of Aspasia, that as vice is terrible to her 
only as it is the object of reproach, so virtue ia 
agreeable only as it is attended with applause/ 

St, James's Coffee-house, July 15. 

It is now twelve of the clock at noon, and no mail 
come in ; therefore, I am not without hopes that the 
town will allow me the liberty which my brother 
news- writers take, in giving them what may be for 
their information in another kind, and indulge me in 
doing an act of friendship, by publishing the follow- 
ing account of goods and moveables. 






This is to give notice, that a magnificent 
palace, with great variety of gardens, statues, and 
water-works, may be bought cheap in Drury-lane, 
where there are likewise several castles to be dis- 
posed of, very delightfully situated ; as also groves.^ 
woods, forests, fountains, and country-seats, with 
very pleasant prospects on all sides of them ; being 
the moveables of Christopher Kich, Esquire, who 
is breaking up house-keepmg, and has many curious 
pieces of furniture to dispose of, which may be seen 
between the hours of six and ten in the evening. 

THE INVENTORY. 

Spirits of right Nantz brandy, for lambent flames 
and apparitions. 

Three bottles and a half of lightning. 

One shower of snow in the whitest French paper. 

Two showers of a browner sort. 

A sea, consisting of a dozen large waves; the 
tenth bigger than ordinary, and a little damaged. 

A dozen and a half of clouds, trimmed with black, 
and well-conditioned. 

A rainbow, a little faded. 

A set of clouds after the French mode, streaked 
with lightning, and furbelowed. 

A new moon something decayed. 
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A pint of the finest Spanish wash, being all 
that is left out of two hogsheads sent over last 
winter. 

A coach very finely gilt, and little used, with a 
pair of dragons, to be sold cheap. 

A setting-sun, a pennyworth. 

An imperial mantle made for Cyrus the Great, and 
worn by Julius Csesar, Bajazet, King Harry the 
Eighth, and Signor Valentini. 

A basket-hilted sword, very conyenient to carry 
milk in. 

Roxana's night-gown. 

Othello's handkerchief. 

The imperial robes of Xerxes, never worn but once. 

A wild boar killed by Mrs. Tofts and Dioclesian. 

A serpent to sting Cleopatra. 

A mustard-bowl to make thunder with. 

Another of a bigger sort, by Mr. D— s's* 

directions, little used. 

Six elbow-chairs, very expert in country-dances, 
with six fiower-pots for their ^rtners. 

The whiskers of a Turkish ^assa. 

The complexion of a murderer in a bandbox ; con- 
sisting of a large piece of burnt cork, and a coal- 
black peruke. 

A suit of clothes for a ghQst, viz. r bloody shirt, 
a doublet curiously pinked, and a coat with three 
great eyelet-holes upon the breast. 

A. bale of red Spanish wool. 

Modem plots, commonly known by the name of 
trap-doors, ladders of ropes, vizard-masques, and 
tables with broad carpets over them. 

Tbxee oak-cudgels, with one of crab-tree; all 
bought for the use of Mr, Pinkethman. 

Materials for dancing ; as masques, castanets, and 
B, ladder of ten rounds. 

Aivtengetebe's scymitax, made by Will. Brown 

in Piccadilly. 
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A plume of feathers, neyer used but by Oedipus 
and the Earl of Essex. 

There are also swords, halberds, sheep-hooks, 

cardinals' hats, turbans, drums, gallipots, a gibbet, 

a cradle, a rack, a cart-wheel, an altar, an helmet, 

a back-piece, a breast-plate, a bell, a tub, and a 

jointed baby. 

These are the hard shifts we intelligencers are 
forced to ; therefore our readers ought to excuse us, 
if a westerly wind, blowing for a fortnight together, 
generally fills every paper with an order of battle ; 
when we show our martial skill in every line, and 
according to the space we have to fill, we range our 
men in squadrons and battalions, or draw out com- 
pany by company, and troop by troop; ever ob- 
serving that no muster is to be made, but when the 
wind is in a cross-point, which often happens at the 
end of a campaign, when half the men are deserted 
or killed. The Courant is sometimes ten deep, his 
ranks close : the Post-boy is generally in files, for 
greater exactness ; and the Post-man comes down 
upon you rather after the Turkish way, sword in 
hand, pell-mell, without form or discipline ; but sure 
to bring men enough into the field ; and wherever 
they are raised, never to lose a battle for want of 
numbers. 
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— -Sene nummatum deeorat Svadela Venusque. 

HOR. 

The goddess of persuasion forms his train, 
And Venus decks the well-bemoney'd swain. 

FRANCIS. 

White's Chocolate-kause^ July 18. 
I WRITE from hence at present to complain, that 
wit and merit are so little encouraged by people of 
rank and quality, that the wits of the age are obliged 
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to nm within Temple-bar for patronage. There b a 
deplorable instance of this kuid in the case of Mr. 
D'lJrfey, who has dedicated his inimitable comedy, 
called * The Modem Prophets,' to a worthy knight, 
to whom, it seems, he had before communicated his 
plan, which was, * To ridicule the ridiculers of our 
established doctrine.' . I have elsewhere celebrated 
the contrivance of this excellent drama ; but was 
not, until I read the dedication, wholly let into the 
religious design of it. I am afraid, it has suffered 
discontinuance at this gay end of the town, for no 
other reason but the piety of the purpose. There is, 
however, in this epistle, the true life of panegyrical 
performance ; and I do not doubt, but if the patron 
would part with it, I can help him to others with 
good pretensions to it, viz. of 'unconmion under- 
standing,' who will give him as much as he gave for 
it. I know perfectly well a noble person, whom 
these words (which are the body of the panegyric) 
would fit to a hair. 

* ' Your easiness of humour, or rather your har- 
monious disposition, is so admirably mixed vrith your 
composure, that the rugged cares and disturbance 
that public affairs bring with it, which does so vexa- 
tiously affect the heads of other great men of busi- 
ness, &c. does scarce ever ruffle your unclouded 
brow so much as with a frown* And what above 
all is praise-worthy, you are so far from thinking 
yourself better than others, that a flourishing and 
opulent fortune, which, by a certain natural corrup- 
tion in its quality, seldom fails to infect other pos- 
sessors with pride, seems in this case as if only 
providentially disposed to enlarge your humility. 

' But I find. Sir, I am now got into a very large 

field, where though I could with great ease raise a 

number of plants in relation to your merit of this 

plauditory nature ; yet, for fear of an author's gene- 

Ai/ rice, Mid tbait the plain 3\i&\ka ][ have done you 

♦ An extract from X^'VJtleyft^e^catXiau. 
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should by my proceeding, and other's mistaken 
judgment, be imagined flattery, a thing the bluntr 
ness of my nature does not care to be concerned 
with, and which I also Imow you abominate. 

It is wonderful to see how many judges of these 
fine things spring up CFery day by the rise of stocks, 
and other elegant methods of abridging the way to 
learning and criticism. But I do hereby forbid all 
dedications to any persons within the city of London ; 
except Sir Francis,* Sir Stephen, and the Bank, 
will take epigrams and episUes as value received 
for their notes ; and the East India Company accept 
of heroic poems for their sealed bonds. Upon 
which bottom our publishers have full power to treat 
with the city in behalf of us authors, to enable traders 
to become patrons and fellows of the Royal Society ,t 
as well as to receive certain degrees of skill in the 
Latin and Greek tongues, according to the quantity 
of the commodities which they take off our hands. 

Grecian Coffee-house, July 18. 

The learned have so long laboured under the im- 
putation of dryness and dulness in their accounts of 
their phenomena, that an ingenious gentleman of our 
society has resolved to write a system of philosophy 
in a more lively method, both as to the matter and 
language, than has been hitherto attempted. He 
read to us the plan upon which he intends to pro- 
ceed. I thought his account, by way of fable of 
the worlds about us, had so much vivacity in it, that 
I could not forbear transcribing his hypothesis, to 

* Sir Francis and Sir Stephen were evidently bankers of 
the times ; and of those Uie two most eminent were Sir 
Francis Child and Sir Stephen Evance. The latter was minedy 
it is thought, in the Sonth-sea year. 

t Mr. whiston, alluded to in the following part of this 
paper, was at this time proposed as a Member of the Royal 
Society, and rejected. The pretended account of his hypo- 
thesis that follows is mere pleasantry, and not a quota&Mi 
from his book, or any true account of his * Theory.' 
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give the reader a taste of my friends's treatise, which 
is now in the press. 

* The inferior deities, haying designed on a day 
to play a game at football, kneaded together a num- 
berless collection of dancing atoms into the form 
of seven rolling globes : and, that nature might be 
kept from a dull inactivity, each separate particle is 
endued with a principle of motion, or a power of 
attraction, whereby all the several parcels of matter 
draw each other proportionably to their magnitudes 
and distances, into such a remarkable variety of dif- 
ferent forms, as to produce all the wonderful ap- 
pearances we now observe in empire, philosophy, 
and religion. But to proceed : 

'At the beginning of the game, each of the globes, 
being struck forward with a vast violence, ran out of 
sight, and wandered in a straight line through the 
infinite spaces. The nimble deities pursue, breath- 
less almost, and spent in the eager chace : each of 
them caught hold of one, and stamped it with his 
name ; as Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, and so of the rest. 
To prevent this inconvenience for the future, the 
seven are condemned to a precipitation, which in 
our inferior style we call gravity. Thus the tan- 
gential and centripetal forces, by their counter- 
struggle, make the celestial bodies describe an 
exact elipsis.' 

There will be added to this an appendix, in de- 
fence of the first day of the term according to the 
Oxford almanack, by a learned knight of this realm, 
with an apology for the said knight's manner of 
dress; proving, that his habit, according to this 
hypothesis, is the jtrue modern and fashionable; 
and that buckles are not to be worn by this system, 
until the tenth of March in the year 1714,' which, 
according to the computation of some of our greatest 
divines, is to be the first year of the millenium; 
in which blessed age a\\ Vvabits Will be reduced to 
a primitive siniplicity ; i0k.ttd v/Yioev«^» «^^^\V\i^ ^wwvd 
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to have perseyered in a constancy of dress, in spite 
of all the allurements of prophane and heathen habits, 
shall be rewarded with a never-fading doublet of a 
thousand years. All points in the system, which are 
doubted, shall be attested by the knight's extempo^ 
rary oath> for the satisfaction of his readers. 

Wiffs Coffee-house, July 18. 

We were upon the heroic strain this ey^ng ; and 
the question was, 'What is the true sublime T 
Many very good discourses happened thereupon; 
after which a gentleman at the table, who is, it 
seems, writing on that subject, assumed the argu- 
ment ; and though he ran through many instances 
of sublimity from the ancient writers, said, * he 
had hardly known an occasion wherein the true 
greatness of soul which animates a general in 
action is so well represented, with regard to the 
person of whom it was spoken, and the time in 
which it was writ, as in a few lines in a modem 
poem. There is,' continued he, ' nothing so forced 
and constrained, as what we freauently meet with 
in tragedies ; to make a man under the weight of 
great sorrow, or full of meditation upon what he is 
soon to execute, cast about for a simile to what he 
himself is, or the thing which he is going to act : 
but there is nothing more proper and natural for a 
poet, whose business is to describe, and who is 
spectator of one in that circumstance, when his 
mind is working upon a great image, and that the 
ideas hurry upon his imagination — I say, there is 
nothing so natural, as for a poet to relieve and clear 
himself from the burden of thought at that time, 
by uttering his conception in simile and metaphor. 
The highest act of the mind of man is to possess 
itself with tranquillity in imminent danger, and to 
have its thoughts so free, as to act at that time 
without j^rplexity. The ancient authors have cov 
pared tins sedate courage to a xock ^daX \^sc^ 



3L0 TATLER. N^ 43. 

immoveable amidst the rage of winds and waves ; 
but that is too stupid and inanimate a similitude, 
and could do no credit to the hero.. At other times 
they are all of them wonderfully obliged to a Libyan 
lion, which may give indeed very agreeable terrors 
to a description, but b no compliment to the person 
to whom it is applied : eagles, tigers, and wolves, 
are made use of on the same occasion, and very 
often with much beauty : but this is still an honour 
done to the brute rather than the hero. Mars, 
Pallas, Bacchus, and Hercules, have each of them 
furnished very good similes in their time, and made,, 
doubtless, a greater impression on the mind of a 
heathen, than they have on that of a modern reader. 
But the sublime image that I am talking of, and 
which I really think as great as ever entered into 
the thought of man, is in the poem called ' The 
Campaigne*;' where the simile of a ministering an^el 
sets forth the most sedate and the most active 
courage, engaged in an uproar of nature, a confusion 
of elements, and a scene of divine vengeance. Add 
to all, that these lines compliment the gieneral and 
his queen at the same time, and have all the natural 
horrors heightened by the image that was still fresh 
in the mind of every reader :* 

■ * 'Twas then great Marlbro's mighty soul was prov*d, 
' That, in the shock of charging hosts unmov'd, 
Amidst confusion, horror and despair, 
Examined aU the dreadful scenes of war ; 
In peaceful thought the field of death survey 'd, 
To fainting squadrons sent the timely aid, 
Inspired repuls'd battalions to engage, 
And taught the doubtful battle where to rage. « 
So when an Angel, by divine command, 
With rising tempests shakes a guilty land, 
Such as of late o'er pale Britannia past, 
Calm and serene he drives the furious blast ; 

* By Addison, published in 1704* 

* The author alludes here to the terrible tempests which 
happened in November, 170^,MidxnaA^«»A\vft.YQcin England, 
and in several othet pwts o« Eiuxo^. 
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And, pleas'd the Almighty's orders to perform, 
Rides in the whirlwind, and directs the storm. + 

The whole poem is so exquisitely noble and poetic, 
that I think it an honour to our nation and language* 
The gentleman concluded his critique on thi^ 
work, by saying that ' he esteemed it wholly new,* 
and a wonderful attempt to keep up the ordinary 
ideas of a march of an army, just as they happened, 
in so warm and great a style, and yet be at once 
familiar and heroic. Such a performancie is a chro- 
nicle as well as a poem, and will preserve the 
memory of our hero, when, all the edifices and 
statues erected to his honour are blended with 
common dust.' 

St. James's Coffee-house, July 18. 

Letters from the Hague, of the twenty-third in- 
stant, N. S. say, that the allies were so forward in 
the seige of Tournay, that they were preparing for a 
general assault, which it was supposed would be 
made within a few days. Deserters from the town 
gave an account, that the garrison were carrying 
their ammunition and provisions into the citadel, 
which occasioned a tumult among the inhabitants of 
the town. The French army had laid bridges over 
the Scarp, and made a motion as if they intended to 
pass that river : but, though they are joined by the 
reinforcement expected from Germany, it was not 
believed they would make any attempt towards re- 
lieving Tournay. Letters from Brabant sav, there 
has been a discovery made of a design to deliver up 
Antwerp to the enemy. The states of Holland have 
agreed to a general naturalization of all protestants 
who shall fly into their dominions : to which pur- 
pose a proclamation was to be issued within a few 
days. 

They write from France, that the great misery and 
want under which that nation has so long labourei' 

t Psalm cxlyiii. 8. 
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has ended in a pestilence, which began to appear in 
Burgundy and Dauphin6. They add, that in the 
town of Macon, three hundred persons had died in 
the space of ten days. Letters from Lisle, of the 
twenty-fourth instant advise, that great numbers of 
deserters came daily into that city, the most part of 
whom are dragoons. Letters from France say, 
that the Loire having overflowed its banks, hath laid 
the country under water for three hundred miles 
together. 
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NuUU amor est medieabilU herbU, or id. 

' No herb, alas ! caa cure the pangs of love.' 

Whitens Chocolate-house, July 19. 
This day, passing through Covent-garden, I was 
stopped in the piazza by Pacolet, to observe what 
he called the triumph of love and youth. I turned 
to the object he pointed at, and where I saw a gay 
gilt chariot, drawn by fresh prancing horses; tb^ 
coachman with a new cockade, and the lacqueys 
with insolence and plenty in their countenances. I 
asked immediately, 'What young heir or lover 
owned that glittering equipage.' But my compa- 
nion interrupted : ' Do you not see there the mourn- 
ing j9Bsculapius*?' ' The mourning V said I« * Yes 
Isaac,' said Pacolet, ' he is in deep mourning, imd is 
the languishing, h<q)eless lover oi the dying Hebe, 
the enwkm w youth and beauty. The ezceHeat 
and learned sage you behind in tbat furaituiie is the 
strongest instance imaginable, tiiat love is Uie most 
powerful of all things. 

* You are not so ignorant as to be a stranger to 
the character of .^cvdapius^ as the patron and most 
successful of all who profess the art of miedieiRe. 

* This paper was wnUeu iaTv^crQ\<6 ot ^Vove affair which 
befel Dr. BadcUffe, who was al V5qi% ^xaa ^^jwkV «aXi • 
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But as most of his operations are owing to a natural 
sagacity or impulse^ he has very little troubled him- 
self widi the doctrine of drugs, but has always given 
nature more room to help herself, than any of her 
learned assistants; and, consequently, has done 
greater wonders than is in the power of art to per- 
form : for which reason he'is hfilf deified by the peo- 
ple ; and has ever been justly courted by all the 
world, as if he were a seventh son. 

'It happened, that the charming Hebe was re- 
duced by a long a violent fever, to the most extreme 
danger of death; and when all skill failed, they sent 
for ^sculapius. The renowned artist was touched 
with the deepest compassion to see the faded charms 
and faint bloom of Hebe ; and had a generous con- 
cern in beholding a struggle, not between life, but 
rather between youth and death. All his skill and 
his passion tended to the recovery of Hebe, beautiful 
even in sickness ; but, alas ! the unhappy physician 
knew not that in all his care he was only sharpening 
darts for his own destruction. In a word, his fortune 
was th« same witli that of the statuary, who fell in 
love wtdi the image of his own making; and the un* 
fortunate JEscuhi^ius is become the patient of her 
whom he lately recovered. Long before this disas- 
ter, J^scnlapius was far gone in t^he unnecessary and 
superfluous amusements of old age, and increasing 
unweildy stores, and providing in Uie midst of «n in- 
capacity of enjoyment of what he had, for a supply 
of more wants than he had calls for in youth itself. 
But these low considerations are now no more, and 
love has taken place of avarice, or rather is become 
an avarice of another kind, which still urges him to 
pursue what he does not want. But, behold the 
metamorphosis ; the anxious mean cares of an usurer 
are turned into the languishments and ccmiplaints of 
a lover. '* Behold,'' says the aged ^sculapins. ' 
submit ; I own, great Love, thy empire : pity, S 

VOL I. 2 b 
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the fop which you have made. What hare I to do with 
gilding but on pills ? Yet O fair ! for the I sit amidst 
a crowd of painted deities on my chariot buttoned. in 
gold, clasped in gold, without having any value for 
Uiat beloved metal, but as it adorns the persons, and 
laces the hat, of thy dying lover. I ask not to live> 
O Hebe ! give me but gentle death : EuoSvaa-tx, 
Eu9aya0-i«*, that Is all I implore." 

When ^sculapius had finished his complaint, 
-Pacolet went on in deep morals on the uncertainty 
of riches, with this remarkable exclamation : ' O 
wealth ! how impotent art thou ! and how little dost 
thou supply us with real happiness, when the usurer 
himself can forget thee for die love of what is as 
foreign to his felicitv as thou art !' 

WiWs Coffee-house, July 19. 

The company here, who have all a delicate, taste 
for theatrical representations, had made a gathering 
to purchase the moveables of the neighbouring play- 
house, for the encouragement of one which is setting 
up in the Hay-market. But the proceedings at the 
auction, by which method the goods have been sold 
this evening, have been so unfair, that this generous 
design has been frustrated ; for the imperial mantle 
made for Cyrus was missing, and also the chariot 
and two dragons : but upon examination it was found, 
that a gentleman of Hampshire had clandestinely 
bought them both, and is gone down to his country 
seat; and that on Saturday last he passed through 
Staines, attired in that robe, and drawn by the said 
dragons, assisted by two only of his own horses. 
This theatrical traveller has also left orders with Mr^ 
Hallf to send the fated rainbow to the scourer's, and 
when it comes home, to dispatch it after him. At 
the same time Christopher Rich I esquire, is invited 

* A Greek word, that signifies easy death, which was the 
common wish of the emperor Augustus, 
t A noted auctioneer of those times. 

t The patentee of Drury-lane play-house, which was shut 
"'p about this time by an ordet irom VViqIat^ ^VAsoberlain. 
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to bring down his setting-son himself, and be box- 
keeper to a theatre erected by this gentleman near 
Southampton. Thus there has been nothing but 
artifice in the management of this affair ; for which 
reason I beg pardon of the town, that I inserted the 
inventory in my paper ; and solemnly protest, I knew 
nothing of this artra design of vending these rarities ; 
but I meant only the good of the world, in that, and 
all other things which I divulge. 

And now I am upon the subject, I must do my- 
self justice in relation to an article in a former paper*, 
wherein I made mention of a person who keeps a 
puppet-show in the city of Bath ; I was tender of 
naming names, and only just hinted, that he makes 
larger promises, when he invites people to his drama- 
tic representations than he is able to perform : but I 
am credibly informed, tiiat he makes a prophane, 
lewd jester, whom be calls Punch, speak to the dis- 
honour of Isaac Bickerstaff with great familiarity ; 
and before all my learned friends in that place, takes 
upon him to dispute my title to the appellation of 
esquire. I think I need not say much to convince 
all the world, that this Mr. Powel, for that is his 
name, is a pragni3,tical and vain person to pretend to 
argue with me on any subject, mecum certassefere- 
tur; that is to say, it will be an honour to him to 
have it said he contended with me ; but I would have 
him to know, that I can look beyond his wires, and 
and know very well the whole trick of his art ; and 
that it is only by these wires thattiie eye of the spec- 
tator is cheated, and hindered from seeing that there 
is a thread on one of Punches chops which draws it 
up, and lets it fall at the discretion of the said Powel, 
who stands behind and plays him, and makes him 
speak saucily of his betters. He! to pretend to 

* All the papers and passages about Powel, the puppet- 
show-man, relate to the controversy between Hoadly and 
Offspring filackall, bishop of Es^eter, on which they were u|- 
tended as a banter ; it is needless to say that the wit *a| 
raillery are employed on the side of Hoadly, 
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make prolo§^es against me! — But a man never 
behaves himself with decency in his own case ; there- 
fore I shall command myself, and never trouble me 
further with this little fellow, who is himself but a 
tall puppet, and has not brains enough to make even 
wood speak as it oughtto do : and I, that have heard 
the groaning board, can despise all that his puppets 
shall be able to speak as long as they live. JBut Ex 
quovis ligwmotfit Mercurius, 'Every log of wood will 
not make a Meroury.' He has pretended to write to 
me also from the Bath, and says he thought to have 
deferred giving me an answer until he came to his 
books : but that my writings might do well with the > 
waters ; which are pert expressions, that become a 
school-boy better than one that is to teach othi»rs : 
and when I have said a civil thing to him, he cries, 

' Oh ! I thank you for that 1 am your humble 

servant for that.' Ah ! Mr. Powel„ these smart 
civilities will never run down men of learning; I 
know well enough your design is to have all men 
automata, like your puppets ; but the world is ^own 
too wise, and can look through these thin devices. 
I know your design to make a reply io this : but be 
sure you stick close to my words; fmr if you bring 
me into discourse concerning the government of your 
puppets, I must tell you, ' I neither am, nor have 
been, nor will be, at leisure to answw you,' It is 
really a burning shame this man should be tolerated 
in abusing the world with such representations of 
things : but his parts decay, and he is not much 
more alive than ^Partridge. 

From my own Apartment, July 14. 

I must beg pardon of my readers, that for this time 

I have, I fear, huddled up my discourse, having 

been very^ busy in helping an old friend of mine out 

of town. He has a very ^oodLea\.'aXft,^TA\%^manof 

yv-it; hut he has been tbiee ^e«cft ^^«iv\.^ws\.\ssw\i^ 

and cannot bear a jeat; iot vrViOcL \fe^aa.\\«Ji^ 
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with some pains conyinced him, that he can no more 
live here than if he were a downright bankrupt. He 
was so fond of dear London, that he began to fret, 
only inwardly ; but being unable to laugh and be 
laughed at, 1 took a place in the northern coach for' 
him and his family; and hope he has got to-night 
safe from all sneerers in his own parlour. 

St. James*8 Coffee-hotise, July 20. 
This morning we received by express the agree- 
able news of the surrender of the town of Tournay 
on the twenty-eighth instant^ N. S. The place was 
assaulted by the attacks of General Schuylemberg, 
and that of General Lottum, at the same time. The 
action at both those parts of the town was very ob- 
stinate, and the allies lost a considerable number in 
the beginning of the dispute ; but the fight was con- 
tinued with so much bravery, that the enemy, ob- 
serving our men to be masters of all the posts which 
were necessary for a general attack, beat the cha- 
made, and hostages were received from the town, 
and others sent from thebesiegers, in order to come 
to a formal capitulation for the surrendeir of the place. 
We have also this day received advice, that Sir 
John Leake, who lies off Dunkirk, had intercepted 
several ships laden with corn from the Baltic ; and 
that the Dutch privateers had fallen in with others, 
and carried them into Holland. The French letters, 
advise that the young son to the Duke of Anjou 
lived but eight days. 
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Credo pudicitiam Satumo rege moratam 

In terris Juv. Sat.vi. 1. 

In Saturn's reign, at nature's early birth, 

There was that thing call'd chastity on earth. Drydbn. 

White's Chocolate-house, July 22. 
The other day I took a walk a mile or two out oC 

'2 ¥. ^ ^ 
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town^ and strolling wherever chance led me, I was 
insensibly carried into a by-road, along which was 
a very agreeable quickset, of an extraordinaiy height, 
which surrounded a yery delicious seat and garden. 
From one angle of the hedge, I heard a voice cry, 
'Sir, Sir!'— This raised my curiosity, and I heard 
the same voice say, but in a gentle tone, * come for- 
ward, come forward!' I did so, and one through the' 
hedge called me by my name, and bid me go on to 
the left, and I should be admitted to visit an old ac- 
quaintance in distress. The laws of knight errantry 
made me obey the summons without hesitation ; and 
I was let in at the back-gate of a lonely house by a 
maid-servant, who carried me from room to room 
until I came to a gallery ; at the end of which I saw 
a fine lady, dressed in die most sumptuous habit, as 
if she were going to a ball, but with the most abject 
and disconsolate sorrow in her face that I ever beheld. 
As I came near, she burst into tears and cried, ' Sir, 
do not you know the unhappy Teraminta ? I soon 
recollected her whole person : ' But,' said I, * madam, 
the simplicity of dress, in which I have ever seen you 
at your good father's house, and the (cheerfulness of 
countenance with which you always appeared, are 
so unlike the fashion and temper you are now in, 
that I did not easily recover my memory of you. 
Your habit was then decent and modest, your looks 
serene and beautiful : whence then is this unaccoun- 
table change ? Nothing can speak so deep a sorrow 
as your present aspect ; yet your dress is made for 
jollity and revelling !' — * It is,' said she, * An unspeak- 
able pleasure to meet with one I know,' and to bewail 
myself to any that is not an utter stranger to humanity. 
* When your friend my father died, he left me to 
a wide world, with no defence against the insults of 
fortune ; but rather, a thousand snares to entrap me 
in the dangers to which y outVi and innocence are ex- 
posed, in an age wherein Vionouc «iiidLV\t\Mft^x%V^- 
come mere words, and vised oti\^ «i.^ xXve^ ^«rs^\a 
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betray those who understand them in their native 
sense, and obey them as the guides and motives of 
their being. The wickedest of all men living, ihe 
abandoned Decius, who has no knowledge of any 
good art or purpose of human life, but as it tends te 
the satisfaction of his appetites, had opportunities of 
frequently seeing and entertaining me at a house 
where mixed company boarded, and where he placed 
himself for the base intention which he has since 
brought to pass. Decius saw enough in me to raise 
his brutal desires, and my circumstances gave him 
hopes of accomplishing them. But all the glittering ' 
expectations he could lay before me, joined by my 
private terrors of poverty itself, could not for some 
months prevail upon me ; yet, however I hated his 
intention, I still had a secret satisfaction in his 
courtship, and always exposed myself to his solici- 
tations. See here the bane of our sex ! Let the flat- 
tei^ be never so apparent, the flatterer never so iU 
^OQght of, his praises are still agreeabte, and we 
contribujte to our own deceit. I was, therefore, ever 
fond of aA opportunities and pretences of being in 
his company. In a word, I was at last ruined by 
him, and brought to this place, where I have been 
ever since immured ; and from the fatal day after 
my fall from innocence, my worshipper became my 
master and my tyrant. 

' Thus you see me habited in the most gorgeous 
manner, not in honour of me as a woman he loves, 
but as this attire charms his own eye, and urges him 
to repeat the gratification he takes in me, as the 
servant of his brutish lusts and appetites. I know 
not where to fly for redress : but am her,e pining 
away life in the solitude and severity of a nun, but 
the conscience and guilt of an harlot. I live in this 
lewd practice with a religious awe of my minister of 
darkness, upbraided with the support I received from , 
him, for the inestimable possession of youths of ia- 
noceDce, of honour, and conseieivc.^. \ ^%fe»^vi%^ 
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discourse grows painful to you ; all I beg of you is, 
to paint it in so strong colours, as to let Decius see I 
am discovered to be in his possession, that I may be 
turned out of this detestable scene of regular iniquity, 
and either think no more, or sin no more. If your 
writings have the good effect of gaining my enlarge- 
ment, I promise you I will atone for this unhappy 
step, by preferring an innocent laborious poverty to 
all the guilty affluence the world can offer me.' 

WiWs Coffee-house, July 21. 
To show that I do not bear any irreconcileable 
hatred to my mortal enemy, Mr Powel at Bath, I 
do his function the honour to publish to the world, 
that plays represented by puppets are permitted in 
our universities, and that sort of drama is not wholly 
thought unworthy the critique of learned heads ; but 
as I have been conversant rather with the greater 
ode, as I think the critics call it, I must be so humu* 
ble as to make a request to Mr Powel, and defu-e 
him to apply his thoughts ^to answering thedifficul- 
ties with which my kinsman, the author qfme fol- 
lowing letter, seems to be embarrasse([|. r 

< To my honoured kinsman, Isaac Bickerstaff, 

Esquire. 

* From Mother Gourdon's at Hedington, near Oxon, June 16. 

' Dear Cousin, 
* Had the family of the BeadlestafFs, whereof I, 
though unworthy, am one, known of your being 
lately at Oxon, we had, in our own name, and in the 
university's, as it is our office, made you a compli- 
ment : but your short stay here robbed us of an op- 
portunity of paying our due respects, and you of re- 
ceiving an ingenious entertainment, with which we 
at present divert ourselves and strangers. A pup- 
pet-show at this time supplies the want of an act. 
And since the nymphs oi the city are disappointed of 
a luscious music-speech, anA. ^ihfe cowwXrj \^^\^i» oC 
hearing their sons or broWieta ^^etjk\et^%i!i'; ^^\.^^ 
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vocal machines, like them, by the help of a prompter, 
say things as much to the benefit of the audience^ 
and almost as properly as their own. The licence of 
a Terr(B Filius, is refined to the well-bred satire of 
Punchenello. Now, cousin Bickerstaff> though 
Punch has neither a French night-cap, nor long 
pockets, yet you must own him to be a pretty fellow, 
a very pretty fellow : nay, since he seldom leaves 
the company without calling son of a whore, de- 
manding satisfaction, and duelling, he must be owned 
a smart fellow too. Tet, by some indecencies to- 
wards the ladies, he seems to be of a third character^ 
distinct from any you have yet touched upon. A 
young gentleman who sat next me (for I had the cu- 
riosity of seeing this entertainment) in a tufted gown, 
red stockings, and long wig (which I pronounce to 
be tantamount to red heels, and a dangling cane)^ 
was enraged when Punchenello disturbed a soft love 
sceii^ with his ribaldry. You would oblige us 
mightily by laying down some rules for adjusting 
the extravagant behaviour of this Almanzor of the 
play, and by writing a treatise on this sort of dra- 
matic poetry, so much favoured, and so little under- 
stood, by the learned world. 

' From its being conveyed in a cart after the 
Thespian manner, ail the parts being recited by one 
person, as the custom was before iEschylus, and 
irom the behaviour of Punch, as if he haa won the 
goal, you may possibly deduce its antiquity, and 
settle the chronology, as well as some of the modem 
critics. In its natural transitions from mournful to 
merry ; as from the hanging of a lover to dancing 
upon the rope ; from the stalking of a ghost to a 
lady's presenting you with a jig, you may discover 
such a- decorum, as is not to be found elsewhere than 
in our tragi-comedies. But I forget myself; it is 
not for me to dictate : I thought fit, dear cousin, to 
give you these hints, to show you that the Beadle- 
st&ffs do not walk before meiv oi \%\Xfc\^ V» "w^ ^^«at: 
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pose ; and that though we do but hold up the train 
of arts and sciences, yet, like other pages, we are 
now and then let into our ladies' secrets. I am your 
affectionate kinsman, 

Benjamin B^adlestaff.' 

From my oum Apartment, July 22. 

I am got hither safe, but never spent time with so 
little satisfaction as this evening; for you must know 
I was five hours with three merry, and two honest 
fellows. The former sang catches; and the latter 
even died with laughing at the noise they made. 

* Well,' says Tom Bellfrey, ' you scholars, Mr. 
Bickerstaff, are the worst company in the world.' — 

* Ay,' says his opposite, ' you are dull to-night ; 
pr'ythee be merry.' With that I huzzaed, and took 
a jump across the table, then came clever upon my 
legs, and fell a laughing. ' Let Mr. Bickers^aff% 
alone,' says one of the honest fellows ; < when He is' 
in a good humour, he is as good companv as any 
man in England.' He had no sooner spbKe but I 
snatched his hat off his head, and clapped it upon 
my own, and burst out a-laughing s^ain ; upon which 
we all fell a-laughing for half an hour. One of the 
honest fellows got behind me in the interim, and hit 
me a sound slap on the back ; upon which he got 
the laugh out of my hands : and it was such a twang 
on my shoulders, that I confess he was much merrier 
than I. I was half angry ; but resolved to keep up 
the good humour of the company ; and after halloo- 
ing as loud as I could possibly, I drank off a bum- 
per of claret, that made me stare again. ' Nay,' 
says one of the honest fellows, ' Mr. Isaac is in the 
right ; there is no conversation in this ; what signi- 
fies jumping, or hitting one another on the back ? let 
us drink about.' We did so from seven of the clock 

until eleven ; and now 1 am coma Uvtlier, and, after 
the manner of the wise P-jika^oia^, >a^^\sv\ft \^^^^v 
on the passages of tVie day . 1 \e«i%T£^«t Ti^'^sasi'^ 
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but that I am bruised to death ; and as it is my way 
to write down all the good things I have heard in 
the last conversation, to furnish my paper, I can 
from this only tell you my sufferings and my bangs. 

I named Fythagoras just now, and I protest to 
you, as he believed men after death entered into 
other species, I am now and then tempted to think 
other animals enter into men, and could name seve- 
ral on two legs, that never discover any sentiments 
above what is conunon with a species of a lower 
kind ; as we see in these bodily wits with whom I 
was to night, whose parts consist in strength and 
activity ; but their boisterous mirth gives me great 
impatience for the return of such happiness as I en- 
joyed in a conversation last week. Among others 
in that company we had Florio, who never interrupt- 
ed any man living when he was speaking; or ever 
ceased to speak but others lamented that he had 
iftcme. His discourse ever arises from the fulness 
of the^ matter before him, and not from ostentation 
or triumph of his understanding ; for though he sel- 
dom delivers what he need fear being repeated, he 
speaks without liaving that end in view; and his for- 
bearance of calunmy or bitterness is owing rather to 
his good-nature than his discretion ; for which rea- 
son he is esteemed a gentleman perfectly qualified 
for conversation, in whom a general good-will to 
mankind takes off the necessity of caution and cir- 
cumspection. 

We had at the same time that evening the best 
sort of companion that can be, a good-natured old 
man. This person, in the company of young men, 
meets with veneration for his benevolence ; and is 
not only valued for the good qualities of which he is 
master, but reaps an acceptance from the pardon he 
gives to other men's faults : and the ingenuous sort 
of men with whom he converses, have so just a re- 
gard for him, that he rather is an example, than a 
check, to their behaviour. T?ot VVu^ t^^'^^wv^ ^% '^Vk- 
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necio never pretends to be a man of pleasure before 
youth) so young men never set up for wisdom before 
Senecio : so that you never meet, where he is, those 
monster, of conversation, who are grave or gay 
above their years. He never converses but with 
followers of nature and good sense, where all that is 
uttered is only the effect of a communicable temper, 
and not of emulation to excel their companions ; all 
desire of superiority being a contradiction to that 
spirit which makes a just conversation, the very 
essence of which is mutual good will. Hence it is, 
that I take it for a rule, tiitat the natural, and not 
the acquired man, is the companion. Learning, wit, 
gallantry, and good-breeding, are all but subordi- 
nate qualities in society, and are of no value, but as 
they are subservient to benevolence, and tend to a 
certain manner of being or appearing equal to the 
rest of the company ; for conversation is composed 
of an assembly of men, as they are men, and $t#ri£ 
they are distinguished by fortune : therefore Ifb who 
brings his quality with him into conversatiiHi, should 
always pay the reckoning; for he canie to receive 
homage, and not to meet his frieads. — ^—^But the 
.din about my ears from the clamour of the people I 
was with this evening, has earned me beyond my 
intended purpose, which was to explain upon the 
order of merry fellows ; but I think I may pronounce 
of them, as I heard good Senecio, with the spice of 
the wit of the last age, say, viz. ' That a merry fel- 
low is the saddest feUow in the world.' 
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